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Rockefeller Will
Lead Discussion on
Children of Divorce

.S. Senator John J. Rockefeller 1V

(D-WV), who chaired the National
Commission on Children, has accepted
CRC'’s invitation to lead a discussion on
“How to Encourage the Two-Parent Family,
Especially After Divorce™ at the start of
CRC’s Seventh National Conference.

The discussion will include representa-
tives of liberal and conservative think tanks
and other analysts on family issues. It is the
second time that such a discussion has
taken place at a CRC conference.

Although leading analysts on family
issues have been speaking individually of
the nced to strengthen families, the CRC
forums offer an opportunity to find common
ground among liberals and conservatives,
said CRC President David L. Levy.

The discussion will take place Thursday.
April 29. 9 a.m. to 12:00 noon in Room 216
of the Hart Senate Office Building. across
the street from the U.S. Capitol.

The National Comnission on Children
issued a report in 1992 that spoke of the
importance of the *wo parent family. The
Commission is sponsoring a Summit nn
Children in Washington. D.C. in March,
1993.

Participants in the panel discussion with
Rockefelier at the CRC conference will
include:

The following article was published in the New
York Times, December 26, 1992, Op-ED Section.
Reprinted with permission of the author.

The Controversial
Truth: Two-Parent
Families Are Better

By David Popenoe

Associate dean for social and behavioral sciences of

Rutgers University. and co-chairman of the Council on

Families in America. a research organization.

East Brunswick, N.J
Family Debate of 1965.

J.—Consider the Great

That June, in a speech at Howard University,
President Lyndon B. Johnson called “the break-
down of the Negro family structure” the chief
threat to the well-being of black Americans. He
based that argument on a report by Daniel
Patrick Moynihan. “The Negro Family: The case

for National Action.”

The response was overwhelming. Mr,
Moynihan was widely denounced as a racist.
The storm over black family structure was dis-
missed as “blaming the victim.”

As motivating factor for '

the War on Poverty, the
issue quickly evaporated.
Serious debate on the subject
became all but impossible.
Now consider the Great
Family Debate of 1992,
And ponder this fact: the
white family structure

'3

Senator Moynihan

(See more about Conference on Page 3)
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published by the Children's Rights
Council, Inc.

Editors: David L. Levy, Elliott
H. Diamond.

Contributors to this issue:
Kenneth Skilling, Don Bieniewicz,
Sonny Burmeister, Ron Haskins.

About CRC

The Childcen’s Rights Council
{CRC), also known as the National
Council for Children’s Riglhts, is a
non-profit [IRS 501tc)3] organization,
based in Washington, DC. We are
concerned with the healthy develop-
ment of children of divorced and sepa-
rated parents. For the child’s benefit,
we seek means of reducing divorce by
strengthening families through
divorce and custody reform, minimiz-
ing hostilities between parents who
are involved in marital disputes, sub-
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stituting conciliation and mediation
for the adversarial approach, assuring
a child’s access to both parents, and
providing equitable child support.

CRC was founded in 1985 by con-
cerned parents who have more than
40 years collective experience in
divorce reform and early childhood
education.

Prominent professionals in the
fields of religion, law, social work, psy-
chology, child care, education, business
and government comprise our
“Dear Abby"

(Abigail Van Buren)
Los Angeles. California

Honorable Dennis DeConcini
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published four times a year and is
sent free to members. Send letters,
comments, and articles for publication
to Editor, CRC.
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NAtoNAL (uncil For Children's Richts

220 Eye Street, N.E, * Ste 230 * Washington, D.C. 20042-4362 » Telephone (202) 547-6227 « Fax (202) 546-4272

What is the Children’s Rights Gouncil?

The Children’s Rights Council (CRC)
is concerned with the healthy
development of children of divorced and
separated parents. For the child’s
benefit, we seek means of strengthening
families during marriage. If separation

or divorce occur, we work for custody

reform, by minimizing hostilities
between parents, substituting
conciliation and mediation for
adversarial litigation, providing
equitable child support, and strongly
advocating a child’s access to both
parents as well as to extended family.,

Memorial on behalf of positive parenting.

The 6,650,000

prevent this interference, in CRC's view.

interfered with by the custodial parents.

More than 150 people heard the greetings
from the President, which were read during the
vigil on March 20, 1992 at 9:30 p.m. The Vigil
was part of CRC's Sixth National Conference.

The President’ smessage isreproduced atright

The vigil served to validate the estimated
6,650,000 children who are having their access
(visitation) with their non-custodial parents
interfered with by the custodial parents.
Legislatures and the courts are doing little to

At the vigil aroll-call of the states was read, to
indicate how many children in each state are
having their access (visitation) denied or

President Salutes Vigil for 6,650,000
Children Barred From Their Parents

Ashedidin 1990, President Bush sentamessage
to CRC’s 1992 Candlelight Vigil at the Lincoln

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 10. 1992

1 em pleased to send vacs grestings to all those
who are gathered on the grounds of the Lincoln
Hemorial for the Cendlelight Vipil sporsored by
the National Council for Children’e Righte.

A happy childhood is one of 1ife’'s grestest
blessings. and how fortunste are those of us who
cnjoy nany fond mesories of cur youth. Looking
beck as sdults. however. we know that chndxood is
more than & special time of innocence and of long,
carefres days at play — it is & almo & crucial
time ot laarning snd developaent. Because
childhood experiences help to shape one's identity
and values for & life time. every youngster needs
the steady affection., encoursgement. discipline.
and guidance of his or her parents.

As you know, eeeting the responsibilities of
parenthood lu not alweys easy. In addition to
age-old challengee. today'e t.-uh- l.cu
oddluoml pressures. such as drug abu.
promiscuity. and crive., That is your elforts
to prosote better parenting are »¢ isportant. and
thet is vhy I have ugoim.od & National Commission
to study how we cen t strengthen the urban
American family. I sm confident that, by working
ogothcr in the public and private sectors, we can
1d more stable and loving femilies and ensure
that all of our children are given the best
possible start in life.

Barbere joins me in sending best wishes for an
inspirational ceremony. God bless you.

2. A

fered With by a 1dabo ...

lilinols ...
Custodial Parent indians ...
lowa .......
Kansas ...
Kentucky

The Estimated P
Number of S .00
Children Whose  caitoras ...
Access (Visita- 2:‘;::;;;'"
tion) to a Detaware

Dist. of Colum.
Noncustodial T R—
Parent is Inter- oS-

Penreylvania ............ 349,000
Rhode lstand .............. 27,000
South Caroling ........... 99,000
South Dakots .eeersssen 19,000
Teonessee ........ 135,000
Texas..... 419,000
Utah...... 45,000
Vermont 15,000
Virginia ...... ... 157,000
Washington ............. 122,000
New Mexico ...ernn. 39 West Virginia ............. 36,500
New YOrK connrnn 318, Wiscorains ....... .. 135,000
North Carolina ......... 172,000 Wyoming ......cecosenrnenr. 13,500
Notth Dakots ............. 18,000 TOTAL ... 6,650,000

CORPORATE VIEW

Divorce Disrupts
More than Alcohol
or Drugs

Divorce and other marital problems
— not alcohol or drug abuse — are
the biggest workplace burdens on
productivity, according to a survey
of Ohio small businesses conducted
by the Ohio Psychological Associa-
tion (OPA). Additionally, OPA re-

The survey shows that divorce and
marital problems are the greatest
threat to productivity in the
workplace.

leased recommendations to help busi-
nesses deal with personal or emo-
tional problems in the workplace.

“The survey shows that small
businesses in Ohio realize that per-
sonal problems threaten productiv-
ity inthe workplace,” says Dr. Terry
Imar from Columbus.

The survey of 55 small business
executives reported that 22 execu-
tives say that divorce andother mari-
tal problems have a “very negative”
impact on workplace productivity,
whereas only one-third report a loss
of productivity because of substance
abuse.

OPA made three recommenda-
tions for helping small business:

* establishanemployee assistance
program (EAP).

« appoint an in-houvse “resource
person.”

« provide employees with infor-
mation on where to get assistance
for pcrsonal or emotional problems.

Excerpted from the CRC quarterly newsletter Steax Our ror CHILDREN, Spring 1992

REST COPY AVAILABLE
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Adapted from Behavior Today. Vol. 21, No. 8.
February 19, 1990




CRC Helps Children of -
Separation and Divorce “At last, a national

organization involved in
18 MILLION CHILDREN IN AMERICA suffer the pain and consequences ‘o i
of separation and divorce. Frequently traumatized by the family breakup, parent;ng wsues.for the 9
these children show a far higher rate of delinquency, drug and alcohol abuse, separ ated and divorce
teen pregnancy, and running away than children of intact families. CRC’s | = — Vicki Lansky, Author and Columnist,
activities are aimed at educating policymakers, judges, lawyers, mental health Family Circle Magazine
professionals, and the media on ways to preserve continuity for children in the
changing family profile. -

CRC'’s achievements include: THE P RO 3 / € ?S W / r h
testifying before Congress on many occasions. CRC D I voree S l J Th e)/ f‘wa

is credited as being the moving force behind the first [ n fd oq f 9 ' -
federal authorization — $8 million — for programs "

Y . —
to encourage access (visitation) enforcement. Vil N AS

filing amicus curae (Friend of the Court) briefs in - . ‘U? C o U " FARY 2

numerous state’ appellate courts in support of the
joint custody concept, as well as one brief urging the
U.S. Supreme Court to resolve jurisdictional claims 0 4

between states in custody disputes. ﬁ

'\ - ’o
effecting the hiring of an access (visitation) mediator A\ ‘*: \‘;,I
for Prince George’s County, MD. This ongoing ex- . -
periment reports an 80% success rate in resolving ' '

visitation complaints, dramatically relieving the _ ': '. M} & E
county courts. 7 R ‘!J T

developing a resource catalog of more than 75 books,
written reports, audio/video cassettes, legal briefs,
and children’s materials, which are available to the
public at low cost. In addition we publish the quar-
terly newsletter, SPEAK OUT FOR CHILDREN. Drawing made by Adam, age 9

Reprinted from Helping Your Child Succeed After Divorce, with
permission of the author, Florence Bienenfeld, Ph.D.

holding national conferences which bring together
prominent professionals from around the country to
discuss innovations in establishing and protecting
children’s rights. Researchers, writers, custody re- “The Children’s Rights
form advocates, judges, lawyers, legislators, media- Council is an e jfective
tors, and mental health experts participate in semi- ; .

nars and workshops. guardian of our nation’s

_ o , ) children.”
CRC is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization. Your tax-deductible contri- . ) -
bution is needed today to support CRC's efforcs towards ensuring children’s — U.S. Senator Dennis DeConcini (D-AZ)
rights.

“A man never stands so tall as when he [ Lekse.
leans over to help a child.” ‘
—Abraham Lincoln \ ge‘\‘P




Rockefeller
Continued from page 1

Elaine Effron,
chair, American Bar
Association’s Task
Force on Federal
Legislation;

David Popenoe,
Ph.D.Associate Dean

: of Faculty of Arts &
John J. Rockefeller g jances, Rutgers

University;

Elaine Kamarck, policy analyst,
the Progressive Policy Institute,
known as the Clinton Adminis-
tration’s think tank;

Freya Sonenstein, Ph.D. policy
analyst, The Urban Institute, co-
author of the 1988 pilot study that
showed fathers were paying up to
40% more in financial child support
than the Census Bureau had been
reporting;

Charmaine Yoest, research ana-
lyst, the Family Research Council;

Michael Schwartz, policy analyst,
the Free Congress Foundation; and

Susan DeConcini, a child activist
and wife of Sen. Dennis DeConcini,
who will speak about the needs of
children. ,

A similar discussion on “How to
Encourage the Two Parent Family,
Especially After Divorce,” at the start
of CRC’s Sixth National Conference
in March, 1992 was led by Sen.
Christopher Dodd (D-CT), chairman
of the Senate Committee on Children,
Youth, Drugs and Alcoholism.

Seventh National
Conference

April 28-May 2,
1993

CRC’s Seventh National Conference
will be held April 28th-May 2, 1993 at
the Holiday Inn in Bethesda.
Maryland, just outside Washington,
D.C.

The theme of the conference is
“Beyond Rhetoric:  Assuring a Child's
Right to Two Parents.”

In addition to speakers announced in
an earlier newsletter (Fall 1992). we
have included the following:

Arnold Rutkin, edi-
tor of the Family
Advocate, the quar-
terly publication of
the American Bar
Association (ABA)
Family Law Section,
who will lead a
roundtable on “The
Use and Misuse of
Mental Health
Testimony in Child
Custody Cases.”
Representatives of
the American Psych-
ological Association.
the American Psych-
iatric Association,
and judicial groups,
are being asked to
participate.

Dean Tong. Miami,
Florida, author of
“Don’t Blame Me,
Daddy,” and Howard
Davidson, director of
‘ ABA Section on Chil-
N‘"'""T""e""“ dren and the Law,
Washington, D.C.,
will participate in a
discussion on “Real
and False Allegations
of Child Sexual
Abuse.” Richard
Austin, Ph.DD., foren-
sic  psychologist.
Austin, Texas, will
moderate.
~ Ethel Dunn,
i - Executive Director
i Grandparents United
1"  for Children's Rights,
Madison, Wisconsin,
who will speak on
Grandparents Con-
nections to Grand

children.

Previously announced speakers will
include:

Robert Williams. Ph.D., director,
Policy Studies, Inc.. Denver, Colorado,
who is the main evaluator of the feder-
al access/visitation grants that were
awarded to seven states. Williams

Miriam Cohen

Nicholas Zill

will report on the progress of those
grants;

Serak Ovr For CiiinriN

Hugh Mclsaac, the immediate past

"Director of the Conciliation Court of

Los Angeles, and the new director of
Family Court Ser-
vices, Portland
(Multnomah County)
Oregon, will discuss
alternatives to the
adversarial process
for resolution of child
custody cases.
Mclssac edits Media-

tion Quarterly, pub-
lished by the Association of Family and
Conciliation Courts,

Nancy Thoennes, Ph.D.. co-director,
Center for Policy Research, Denver,
Colorado, who will report on two
research projects she is directing:

* mediation rather than litigation as
a means of resolving child abuse and
neglect cases, and

* an assessment of the U.S. foster
care system.

Miriam Galper Cohen, Glenside,
Pennsylvania, author of “Long
Distance Parenting.”

Nicholas Zill, a former director of
Child Trends, Inc., Washington, D.C.,
who is now a vice president and study
group director, Westat, Inc., Rockville,
Maryland. Zill will report on his analy-
sis of the Census Bureau data that
shows that fathers with joint custody
pay 90.2% of heir support, fathers
with visitation pay 79.1% of their sup-
port, and fathers with neither joint cus-
tody nor visitation pay only 44.5% of
their support. Other data will be pre-
sented on the etfects of mothers and
fathers on the development of their
children.

David Brenner. the TV entertainer
who is CRC’s Honorary President. will
give a benefit performance at the con-
ference.

David Brenner

Book and Author Luncheon

The annual Book and Author
Luncheon will be held Friday, April
30. Speakers arc expected to include
authors Claire Berman: Geoffrey L.
Greif, N.S.W: Stephen Herman, M.D.;
Vicki Lansky: Marcia Lebowitz; Lita
Linzer Schwartz, and Lenard

Continued on page 4
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Conference (Continued)

Marlow, J.D. The event will be
again be emceed by Adrian
Cronauer, Esq., the real-life DJ por-
trayed by Robin Williams in the
movie, “Good Morning, Vietnam”.
Authors will be presented by repre-
sentatives from The Washington
Times, The Alexandria Gazette. the
Washington Post, A Likely Story
bookstore; Olsson's Books, Bren-
tano’s and Waldenbooks. Authors
will be available for book signing
after the luncheon.

Awards Time Again

At the conference, CRC will pre-
sent the annual Chief Justice
Warren E. Burger awards for *heal-
ers’ among lawyers, judges and oth-
ers, and its annual Media Awards
and Active Parenting Awards. The
awards consist of engraved plaques.
Nominations must be received by
March 20, 1993.

A “healer” might be:

* a judge who takes the lead in
promoting joint custody (shared par-
enting);

* a pre-court trial service which
fosters mediation, or

* an attorney with a professional
track record of promoting a child’s
access to two parents and others who
have bonded with the child.

For media awards. possible con-
tenders are:

* hest and worst treatment of chil-
dren and parents of divorce in the
news media (including newspapers,
magazines, TV and radio coverage)

* best and worst media coverage of
a county agency helping children of
divorce with programs for teenage
parents, or

¥ best and worst TV series on
abuse and false abuse charges.

For active parenting possible
contenders are:

# organizations and individuals
that promote active positive
parenting

* programs that help with family

A4 Sreak Qv For CHILDREN

formation and family preservation;

* programs that help parents do
better parenting in the event of
divorce.

Send “Healer” awards
nominations to:
Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed.
Certified Educational Psychologist
820 Washington Street
South Easton, MA 02375
(508) 238-3722

Send “Best in Media” award
nominations to:
James Morning, coordinator
CRC of Delaware
P.O. Box 182
Bethel, DE 19931
(302) 629-3310

Send parenting award nominations
to CRC. We are seeking a volunteer to
review parenting award nominations.
Contact CRC if you are interested.

Contribute Items to Auction

At the conference, we will hold an
auction. Please contribute items we can
auction. Items must be new. Items of
any value are welcome. Items may be
mailed to CRC or brought to the confer-
ence. Thank you.

Take a Chance!
Win a Fine Photograph!

An archival quality, color chrome framed
print of “Two Horses at Sunrise™—which is

ideal for your child’s room—has heen
donated to CRC by internationally known
New York photographer Don Carroll.

Winter 199211993

CRC is raffling this 16" by 20" pho-
tograph at our conference. The signed
and numbered photographic print and
frame are valued at $600.00. Only 500
tickets will be issued.

Carroll is a space and effects photog-
rapher whose photographs have
appeared in leading newspapers and
magazines (including the cover of
Paris Vogue, Dec/Jan. 1993).

Purples, lavenders and yellows are
some of the colors in the photograph,
which is chemically treated to resist
fading.

If you wish to purchase raffles,
please complete the order form below.
Send with $2 for each raffle ticket you
want (or $5 for three) with your check,
Visa, MC or AMEX information to Dr.
Gary Santora, 6723 Whittier Avenue,
Suite 101, McLean, VA 22101, phone
{703) 893-6325.

Please also enclose a self-enclosed
stamped envelope; your tickets will be
mailed to you. You do not have to be
present at the drawing to win.

-
i
I
|
I
I
|
|
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|
|
|
|
|
|
.|

RAFFLE TICKETS
For
“T'wo Horses at Sunrise”

ORDER FORM

Name

Address

Telephone

No. of tickets ordered ___

Amount enclosed

Visa, MC, AMEX No.

Exp. date

U |




Conference (cContinued)

Holiday Inn Worldwide Sponsors Conference

We are pleased to announce that
Holiday Inn Worldwide is the spon-
sor of CRC’s Seventh National
Conference. This is the first time
that CRC has sought and obtained a
corporate grant for one of our
conferences.

Algo, Holiday Inn Worldwide, the
world’s leading hotel chain, invited
CRC to participate on its corporate
Family Advisory Board. CRC
Director of Development Clifton A.
Clark represents CRC on that Board.

During meetings of the Board in
Orlando, Florida and Atlanta,
Georgia, Clark learned that the
hotel chain was seeking to identify
Holiday Inn as the official hotel for
family fun. “They not only wanted to
provide consistent hotel value for
families,” said Clark, “but also to be
considerate of family values.”

“We are grateful to Holiday Inn for
sponsoring our Seventh National
Conference, and showing this con-
cern for children,” said Clark.

Letters to the Editor

Mediation Recommended: THE FIRE TRUCK PHENOMENGON

Editor:

Have you ever noticed hc » many people gather
around to watch the neighbor’s house burn down?

Have you ever noticed how the media panders off the
hard luck stories of victims?

Have you ever noticed how people generalize from
worst case scenarios?

Recent articles in The Wall Street Journal, McCall’s
Magazine, and other periodicals have used the “Fire
truck Phenomenon” to portray the “horrors” of mediation
by using worst case scenarios and incomplete informa-
tion.

Mediation has been described as harmful for women
and mediators have been accused of strong-arming peo-
ple into agreements that they don't want.

If this is happening, it is not just news, it's bad news.
It's also bad mediation practice, and the culprits should
be held accountable. But worse case scenarios are not
the full story.

How about the many couples who have used media-
tion in divorce with dignity? How about the many fami-
lies who have successfully used mediation to reach

agreements about plans for children and division of

property and personal possessions. Not newsworthy? Not
tragic enough? No fire trucks?

These stories may not scll newspapers heeause they
are not newsworthy, but they are noteworthy.

Thousands of families have used mediation to resolve
conflicts and to reach decisions that they believe are in
the best interest of their children.

This is not to say that mediation is for everyone. Some
people do not want to collaborate. And in some cases,
power imbalances and safety issues should rule out the
use of mediation. Proper screening and intake proce-
dures should be in place to address these concerns.

Further, mediation is not a substitute for able legal
representation. Nor should mediation be a barricade for
those who need court intervention.

Rather, mediation is one option for couples to consider
among a variety of dispute resolution procedures.
Advocating that alternatives should be taken away from
couples doesn’t seem very “family friendly.”

Note: This is what I'd like to say to the editors of the
newspapers and magazines who print these kinds of
worst case scenarios. But a wise person once told me,
“Never start a fight with someone who buys ink by the
barrel. You're likely to get burned.”

Ann Milne, A.C.5.W., mediator,
Executive Director, The Association of
Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC)
Madison, WI
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Two-Parent Families
Continued from page 1

today is astonishingly similar to the black family struc-
ture in 1965.

For example, in 1965, 51 percent of black teen-age
mothers were single. In 1990. among white teen-age
mothers, 55 percent were single. In 1965, 26 percent of
black babies were born out of wedlock; in 1990, 19 per-
cent of white habies were born to unwed mothers.

But today, as in 1965. anyone who brings up the issue
of family structure is ridiculed and dismissed. Apparently
we are still to believe that the two-parent family is sim-
ply one of several options.

We are warned against “blaming” single mothers. And
we are to speak not of “the family” but of “families,” thus
implicitly validating all family forms.

In a front-page article (Fall 1992). The Washington
Post reported that, according to “a searching re-evalua-
tion by social scientists,” the “conventional two-parent
household may be far less critical to the healthy develop-
ment of children than previously believed.”

In a recent book review in the prestigious Journal of
Marriage and the Family, an author was taken to task
for perpetuating “the misguided belief that children will
receive better parenting in intact families.”

What Families Show

Wait a minute. While recognizing that two-parent fami-

lies may not always be possible, that many are dysfunc-.

tional and that many nontraditional families are success-
ful. are we not at least able to say that two-parent fami-
lies are generally best for children? Certainly that is
what generations of Americans have always believed and
what most Americans. including virtually all children,
still believe today. '

Look at the evidence.

The article in the Washington Post cited a few studies
that played down the differences for children between
two-parent and other families. But dozens of other stud-
ies that reached the opposite conclusion could have been
mentioned.

The 1988 National Health Interview Survey of Child
Health. for example, found that “young people from sin-
gle-parent families or stepfamilies were two or three
times more likely to have had emotional or behavioral
problems than those who have both of their biological
parents present in the home.”

Of course. social science research is almost never con-
clusive. There are always methodological difficulties, and
stone’s left unturnec.

Yot in three decades of work as a social scientist, 1
know of few other bodies of data in which the weight of
evidence is so decisively on one side of the issue; on the
whole. for children. two-parent families are preferable to
single-parent families and stepfamilies.
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If our prevailing view on family structure hinged solely
on scholarly evidence, the current debate would never
have arisen in the first place.

But today, as in 1965, this debate hinges less on schol-
arly evidence than on cultural values. After all the data
are tabulated, we must still wrestle with an essentially
normative question: How do we assess the family trends
of recent decades?

As an institution, the family has been in a steep
decline, by most statistical measures.

In the past 30 years, the divorce rate has tripled. So
has the percentage of children living in single-parent
families. Out-of-wedlock births have quadrupled.
Fertility has dropped nearly 50 percent.

What Studies Show

Studies have shown that parents spend increasingly
less time with their children. There is strong scholarly
agreement that underlying this trend has been a pro-
longed shift in cultural values away from family commit-
ment and toward self-fulfillment.

But is this trend positive or negative? The positive view
says that adults today are more able to achieve full indi-
vidual development.

As one influential book, “Brave New Families,” by
Judith Stacey, recently concluded: “The ‘family’ is not
here to stay. Nor should we wish it were. On the con-
trary, I believe that all democratic people, whatever their
kinship preferences, should work to hasten its demise.”

What is wrong with the family? It distorts and devalues
“the diverse means by which people organize their inti-
mate relationships,” Ms. Stacey writes.

The negative view is that self-gratification has sur-
passed self-sacrifice and that Americans are much less
willing to invest time and energy in family life. The value
placed on children has dropped. And it is not even clear
that most adults have become more personally fulfilled.

1 believe that the weight of the evidence is on the nega-
tive side. Delinquency, teen-age suicide, child abuse and
other problems are demonstrably worse in families with-
out a mother and a father.

Several commissions have compiled evidence showing
that we may have the first generation of children in his-
tory who are worse off in important behavioral and psy-
chological respects than their parents were at the same
stage of life.

These facts lie behind a growing belief that America is
suffering not only from an economic recession but from a
social recession as well—a decline in social order and
civic virtue and a rise in psychological impairment.

Sure, nontraditional families can be successful. and
they deserve our sympathy and support.

But here is what social scientists call a confirmed
empirical generalization: these families are not as suc-
cessful as conventional two-parent families.

Want further confirmation? Ask any child which kind of
family he or she prefers.

J




California

Joint Custody Support
Needed

Letters are still needed to key
members of the California legisla-
ture urging them to keep intact that
state's joint custody law, reports
James A. Cook, president of the
Joint Custody Association, Los
Angeles.

That law provides:

* it is the policy of the state that
children shall have frequent and
continuing contact with both par-
ents; ' .

* in awarding sole custody, the
court shall consider, as one of sever-
al factors, which parent is most like-
ly to encourage contact of the child
with the other parent.

Although no bill has been intro-
duced to change these California
provisions, an interim hearing was
held November 9, 1992 in Los
Angeles by the Senate Select
Committee on Women in the
Workforce.

A number of testifiers at the hearing:

* opposed the concept of a child's
continuing contact with both par-
ents, because such contact is suppos-
edly too confusing to the children;

* favored establishment of a rebut-
table presumption that the primary
caretaker obtain sole custody in
California.  Primary caretaker is
the person who took the most care of
the child prior to the divorce;

* gpposed mediation because it
makes women appear as pathologi-
cal.

* asked for assurance that custodi-
al parents could move anywhere at
anytime with the childven, especial-
ly if they wished to move to other
states.

James A. Cook testified from the
opposite point of view.

Cook stressed that children have
two parents to which they are
attached, and the primary caretaker
approach would start the warfare all

Around the Country

over again between the parents.

CRC sent an “Action Aiert” to its
supporters in December, 1992 urging
letters be mailed to key California
legislators in support of the joint
custody law.

Lou Ann Basran, new CRC
California state coordinator, urges
that many more let-
ters continue to be - mgs;
written. She said
“substantial num-
bers of women favor
a child’'s right to
two parents, but
their views were
not considered by
the committee that
held the hearing in November.”

Bassan said she and Patricia
Gehilen, the coordinator of CRC’s
new chapter in Sacramento,
California, are mobilizing support
among men, women, and grandpar-
ents for continuing California’s cur-
rent statute.

California is a bellwether for the
nation when it comes to domestic
relations law, Bassan noted, so what
happens in California will affect the
rest of the country.

—

Lou Ann Bassan

Write Letters

She and CRC urge all supporters of
joint custody (shared parenting) to
give their reactions to:

* Senator Bill Lockyer, chairman,
Senate Judiciary Committee, State
Cabpitol, Sacramento, CA 95814; and

* Assemblyman Phil Isenberg,
Chairman, Assembly Judiciary Com-
mittee, State Capitol, Sacramento. CA
95814.

To obtain the three pages of Cook's
testimony before the Committee, send
$15.00 for postage and handling to
Cook at 10606 Wilkins Avenue, Los
Angeles, CA 90024.

The addresses and phone numbers
for Bassan and Gehlen are in the CRC
chapter news elsewhere in this issue,
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Washingten, D.C.
Kinship Care Law Passed

With the help of CRC, Washington,
D.C. has a new law that makes it
easier for grandparents and other kin
to provide medical care and other ser-
vices for children when the children’s
parents delegate such authority to
the kin.

The impetus for a “kinship care”
bill began when grandparents, most
of them grandmothers, complained
that the children’s parents might be
sick, on drugs, or in jail, and the
grandparents were now caring for the
children; but the grandparents then
found that schools and medical
providers were unwilling to provide
medical needs or enroll the children
in school because the grandparents
did not have custody of their grand-
children.

A legislative committee was formed
in D.C. among activist groups who
work on issues involving children,
grandparents, women, AIDS victims,
and families in poverty.

Initially, the committee drafted a
bill that would only have allowed cus-
todial parents to delegate authority
to kin. At the urging of David L
Levy, CRC president, and John
Siegmund, CRC senior policy analyst,
who were on the legislative comnit-
tee, the committee adopted a propos-
al that would allow either parent to
delegate whatever authority that par-
ent had. )

Levy and Siegmund argued that a
non-custodial parent who had care of
the child on a weekend or during the
summer might need to arrange for
medical care, pick-up from a school or
camp activity, or make other provi-
sions for the child during the time
when the non-custodial parent was
responsible for the child.

The committee adopted this reason-
ing in its final proposal. The bill was
then introduced by D.C. Councilman
William Lightfoot, was passed unani-
mously by the D.C.
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The Clinton
Administration
and Congress

The Department of the executive
branch of the Clinton Administration

that most clearly deals with issues of

concern to CRC—family formation, fam-
ily preservation, and the restructured
families of divorce—is the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services.

Sometimes called the “domestic
Pentagon”, because of its huge size—
more than 125,000 employees, and a
budget of nearly $600 billion a year, the
new Secretary of HHS is Donna
Shalala.

Shalala was chancellor of the
University of Wisconsin in Madison. the
first women to head a “Big 10" Campus.
She is a former board chairman of the
Children’s Defense Fund.

In Congress, Robert Matsui,

Around

City Council, and signed into law by
-Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly.

The bill, modeled after “kinship
care” bills in effect in more than 20
states, is a temporary measure that
will be in effect in Washington, D.C.
until the fall of 1993, when perma-
nent legislation authorizing “kinship
care” will have to be passed. CRC
will continue working with other
members of the Committee to recom-
mend permanent legislation.

Chiid Wins Right to
Dismiss Attorney

An 1t-vear old boy has won the
right to fire his court-appointed
lawver in his parent’s divorce casc.
The ruling by a New York state
judge in Brooklyn reflects the new
emphasis on children's rights in
court.
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Democrat of California (from the
Sacramento area) becomes the new
acting head of a key House subcom-
mittee that also deals with the issues
of family formation, family preserva-
tion, and the restructured families of
divorce.

Matsui replaces Tom Downey (D-
NY). who was defeated for re-election
in November.

It is in Matsui's panel, the Human
Resources Subcommittee of the House
Ways and Means Committee, that the
1988 Family Support Act (which also
contained a provision for access/visita-
tion grants) originated.

That subcommittee also considered
the Family Preservation Act, which
was passed by the House in 1992 but
vetoed by President Bush.

Matsui and his wife Doris were
active in the California campaign for
President Bill Clinton. Doris was
named deputy assistant to the presi-
dent and deputy director of public liai-
son in the Clinton White House.

William Galstion has been named
Deputy Assistant to the President on
Domestic Policy. Galston. who was

The judge ruled that Shane P.,
whose parents are in a divorce
fight that has lasted five years.
could reject a court-appointed
lawyer whom he didn't like.

The groundbreaking decision fol-
lows a well-publicized case in 1992,
in which a Florida boy successfully
fought to terminate his parental
rights with his natural mother so
he could be adopted by his foster
parents.

In most states, children have the
right to a representative in custody
cases, but generally <hildren use a
court-appointed luwyer. Unlike
adults, children usually have no
say in choosing or rejecting who
their court-appointed lawyver will
he.

In the Brooklvn case. Judge
William Rigler vetoed the first
lawver Shane choose to replace the

Wintter 1992 1993

with the Progressive Policy Institute,
the think tank for Clinton, is a contrib-
utor to the book entitled "Mandate for
Change,"” published by the Progressive
Policy Institute. " Mandate for Change”
is recommended for Clinton-watchers.

Directory of
Organizations

Copies of CRC’s “Parenting
International Directory,” the fourth
edition of its directory, are still avail-
able in hard copy (updated annually)
and on IBM 5 1/4” disk (updated
semi-annually). The cost is $12.00 for
either format for CRC members, and
$15.00 for non-members.

The directory can be a valuable
resource in making referrals around
the country to and from your organi-
zation. '

Order your copy of the fourth edi-
tion now from CRC.

The fifth edition will be available
in the summer of 1993.

the countrv (Continued from page 7)

original attorney. The judge, who
asked that the family’s name not be
made public, said Shane's father
took too much of a hand in the selec-
tion of the replacement, Martin
Guggenhein, a New York University
law professor and specialist in chil-
dren’s rights.

Instead, the judge appointed
Nancy Duncan. a New York attor-
ney. Ms. Duncan, of Abbot, Duncan,
Weiner & Reich. hadn’t met Shane
or his father before she was appoint-
ed.

Children have sometimes been
allowed to pick their own lawyers in
child-abuse or neglect cases. Judge
Rigler's decision is apparently the
fu st involving a child’s right to fire
or select an attorney in a divorce
proeceding.

Supreme Court of the State of New
York, Brookiyn, Index No. 24525/87.
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress Stride Rite

Family and Medical Leave
Bill Passes

Congress passed early in 1993 the
Family and Medical Leave bill,
which would guarantee unpaid leave
for 16 weeks to care for a newborn
child, a sick child, or sick parent.
The bill previously passed Congress.
but was vetoed by President Bush.
CRC supported the bill.

Proponents have argued that such
a law is necessary and pro-family.
Opponents have argued that busi-
nesses should be
allowed to develop}
such programs vol-
untarily, as many
are increasingly
doing.

A survey of execu-
tives made in 1991
at major U.S. com-
panies reveals that
employees want a greater balance
between family and carcer. This
trend has been widely referred to as
“parent tracking”. The survey indi-
cates these executive say their orga-
nizations should accommodate their
employees’ wishes.

The survey was developed by
Robert Half International. a major
personnel firm in the accounting.
finance and information systems
fields. It was conducted by an inde-
pendent research firm, which polied
200 executives from the nation’s
1.000 large«t companies.

Among the survey highlights:

# 92 percent of executives feel
employecs in general are more con-
cerned with balancing family dutics
and jobs today than they were five
years earlier;

# Nearly half (49 pereent) said the
number of ambitious executive: will-
ing to work long hours on a fast
caveer track has decreased over the
same time peried, with the over-
whelming reason (59 pereent) being
a desire for more time with family;

# More than two-thirds (68 per-
cent) said companies SHOULD offer
a “parent track.” or slower carecr
path. to allow a working parent more

President Clinton

family time;

* Two-thirds (66 percent) think
male executives will be more likely to
take advantage of paternity leave
options five years from now.

A 1990 Robert Half Survey showed
that although 31 percent of compa-
nies offered paternity leave, only one
percent of eligible employees took
advantage of it.

In commenting on the changed per-
ceptions, Max Messmer, chairman of
Robert Half International, said the
survey shows that corporate policy-
makers are beginning to acknowl-
edge the changing priorities of
today's workforce, in which “men
want to shoulder greater responsibil-
ity in rearing their families.”

The Half survey was confirmed by
a Du Pont work and family study
released April 17, 1992 that indicates
more than half of the company’s male
employees surveyed favor flexible
work options to balance both respon-
sibilities.

Fifty-six percent of the men
expressed interest in flexibility, com-
pared to 37 percent five years earlier.

Surveys conducted at three major
Du Pont U.S. sites included 8,500
employees. Seventy percent were
men, the majority from dual-career
households, one in five families of
which were dependent on outside
child care.

The Du Pont study showed a grow-
ing consensus between men and
women about flexible work options.

Men also reported having as much
or more difficulty than women in
finding support for child care needs.

For more information, contact at
Robert Half, Lynn Taylor. 415-854-
9700. or Marc Silver, 415-516-4700,
and at Du Pont. Lori A. Polts, 516-
302-2744,

Intergenerational
Center

The Stride Rite Corporation, the
first company to open an on-site,
employer-sponsored childcare center
in the U.S. in 1971, opened an inter-
generational day care center in its cor-
porate headquarters in February,
1990.

The Center, in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, is designed to provide
day care on children and elders in the
same facility.

The program serves about 55 chil-
dren between the ages of 15 months
and six years, and 24 elders 60 years
or older. About one half of the open-
ings are for Stride Rite’s employvees,
and the other half is for low-income
elders and children from the
Somerville-Cambridge community.

Wheelock College in Boston provides
the academic framework to support
the research and curriculum develop-
ment of this program.

Stride-Rite manufactures children’s
and adults’ shoes under the brand
names Stride Rite, Keds, and Sperry
Topsider.

Karen Leibold, director of Stride
Rite Work/Family Programs, says “we
have had an overwhelming response
(to the intergenerational Center) since
it opened.”

For further information, contact Ms.
Leibold at Stride Rite. 5 Cambridge
Center, Cambridge, MA 02142, phone
617-491-8800.

Note; Stride-Rite also offers its
3.600 employees flexible work sched-
ules, some part-time work. paid dis-
ability leave for childbirth, unpaia
family leave, lunchtime seminars on
family issues. and an on-site fitness
center at the company headquarters.

telephone Pattan at 912-750-8958.

Quotable Quotes

“Prometing a legal system of litigation is institutional domestic violence, and pro-
moting child custedy battles is the cruelest form of child abuse™ — suaid John
Pattan. Ph.D.. a divorce mediator and director of Human Resources for a medical
supply company in Macon, Georgia. He spoke to the Macon, Ga. chapter for the
Georgia Council for Children's Rights, December, 1992, For further information,

1g
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Funding Pursued for
Commissien on Child
Access and Other Issues

Congress will be asked to provide $2 million to fund the
national Commission on Child and Family Welfare, which
would have a special emphasis on child access (visitation).

The commission is part of 18 U.S. Code 228 (the
Hyde/Shelby bill), passed unanimously by Congress last
October, which would make it a federal crime to flee across
state lines to “willfully” avoid payment of financial child
support.

The bill received final Congressional approval on October
6, 1992, and was signed by the President.

Under Congress’s two-step process, the authorization for
the commission must now await Congressional funding.

Senator Herbert Kohl (D-WI), the
major sponsor of the interstate commis-
sion, tried to get Congress to fund $2
million for the commission, but the rush ;
to Congressional adjournment in early
October mude the funding bid impossi-
ble. $2 million is the same cost as the
Child Support Commission previously
authorized by Congress. Kohl said he is
in the process of seeking Congressional
funding for the Commission at this time.

Members of the commission would not be appointed until
after the funding is approved. which means that the com-
mission members probably would not be appointed until
mid-1993 at the carliest.

“The commission is expected to provide a national forum
that the United States has needed for a long time on access
(visitation) issues.” said CRC President David L. Levy.

Senator Herbert Kohl

Commissioners to be Named

Fifteen commissioners, who serve without compensation,
but who will receive travel and per diem expenses to hear-
ings and meetings, are to be appointed as follows:

# 3 hy the president of the United States.

# 4 by the President pro tempore of the Senate,

# 2 by the Senate minority leader,

* 4 by the Speaker of the House. and

*2 by the House minority leader.

The President pro tempore of the Senate is Robert C.
Byrd (D-WV), the Speaker of the House is Thomas FoleytD-
WA), the Senate minority leader is Robert Dole (R-KS), and
the House minority leader are Bob Michel (R-11..

The law provides that the commissioners are to be:

“(a) persons who have expertise in family law. children’s
issues, mental health, and related policies;

“thy persons who have expertise, through research and
practice in laws and policies related to child and family
welfare:
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“(c) persons who represent organizations that seek to pro-
tect the civil rights of children:

“(d) persons who represent advocacy groups that work for
the interests of children;

“(e) persons who represent advocacy groups that work for
the interests of both custodial and non-custodial parents;
and

“(f) persons who have conducted extensive research on, or
delivered services to, children adversely affected by divorce.”

Individuals who have contacted CRC expressing an inter-
est in serving on the Commission have not indicated which
category they believe they represent, noted Levy. “We must
have good candidates in each category to propese to those
who mak» the appointments,” he said.

Child Support Provisions

The new law, 18 U.S. Code 228, makes clear that a person
must “willfully” fail to pay child support, and be more than
one year and more than $5,000 in arrearages. The first cun-
viction would result in a fine and six months imprisonment
or both, and subsequent convictions could result in a fine
and up to 2 years in prison. The court would also be ordered
to require payment of the outstanding child support obliga-
tion.

In statements in the Congressional Record of September
21 and October 7, 1992 Kohl made clear that the federal
authorities must prove that a parent “willfully refused to
pay his or her child support arrearages. This...will help pro-
tect non-custodial parents who cannot pay child support
because they are unemployed or underemployed. And the
willful nonpayers would still be penalized.”

(Copies of the six pages from the two Congressional
Records referred to above, which contain a complete copy of
the law, can be obtained from CRC for $3.00 for CRC mem-
bers and $5.00 for non-members.)

First Known Case Brought Under New Law

In the first known case brought under 18 U.S. Code 228, Tim
Smith. an attorney in Alabama. filed charges on behalf of a custo-
dial mother in the U.S. District Court. Northern District of
Alabama. Southern Division, Civil. The suit was against Danny
Dickens, a non-custodial father whe lives in [llinois.

Dickens’ sister. Donna Robbins, of Oguaka, llinois, contacted a
L8, Senator’s office. who then put them in touch with CRC. As a
result, the Family Resolution Council of Rict:mond. Virginia, an
affiliate of CRC. filed & motion to dismiss the suit because it was
not the intent of Congress to allow parents to bring civil actions
under Title 18 U.S.C. 228.

The new law is a criminal statute, and only federal prosecutors
are authorized to prosecute under the statute,

Dickens, who has never neen to Alabama. and did not flee
Alabama to avoid paying support, admits owing child support, but
1w unsure of the amount. He is. according to his sister, Donna
Robbins, indigent, unemployed. and has health problems, He lives
at this brother’s house in Hinois.

Donna Rohbins wrote to the Family Resolution Council that
“vour (pursuing this caset has helped to vestore my faith in human
nature,”

The matter is pending in the Alabama court,




Q

ERIC

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

Obligor’s Income
Can be Imputed

A trial court did not err by ordering a
non-custodial mother to pay support for her
two children of a prior marriage based on
her earning capacity, rather than her actu-
al income. where she had voluntarily quit
her job in order to remain at home to care
for the child of her cuirent marriage. the
Wisconsin Court of Appeals ruled.

Affirming the trial court’s order calculat-
ing the mother's obligation based on an
earning capacity of a minimum wage of
$4.25 an hour, the appeals court said that
“ther) election to forego employment for the
benefit of her most recent child operates to
the detriment of her other children—whose
needs for support are certainly no less.”

The court said that where, as here. a sup-
port obligor voluntarily ceases working,
and other facts in the case so warrant, bad
faith on the part of the obligor need not be
proveu in order to allow a court to base a
support order on the obligor's earning
capacity rather than actual present earn-
ings.

Roberts v. Roberts. Wis CtApp 4th Dist.
No. 92-1432, 12/17/92.

Remarriage Not Grounds
for Change of Custody

The fact that a child’s divorced parents
have both remarried does not constitute a
sufficient change of circumstances to justify
changing the child's custody from his moth-
er to his father, the Illinois Appellate court,
Second District, has decided.

Neither parents' remarriage alone
adversely affected on the child’s needs or
his best interests so as to support a modifi-
cation of custody. the court said.

However, the court went on to hold that
the fact that the child had matured since
the parties divorce in 1985—he was now 14
years old—and that he wanted to live with
his father in order to develop a stronger
bond with him support the trial court’s
finding of a change of circumstances relat-
ing to the child’s best interests.
Accordingly, it affirme  the lower court’s
order changing the chiid’s custody to the
father.

In re Anderson (Buchs); Il AppCt. 2dDist.
No. 2-92-0010. 10720/92. released 12/7/92.

Stress on Child Irrelevant to
Modify Custody

The claim of a certified social worker that
a child suffered symptoms of stress attrib-
utable to her custodial mother's pending
move from Kentucky to West Virginia did

Court Cases

not satisfy the statutory requirements for
modifving the child’s custody, the Kentucky
Supreme Court has ruled.

Approving the lower court'’s refusal to
change custody, the court found that the
child’s father had failed to show that the
child’'s present environment seriously
endangered her physical or emotional well-
being such that the advantages to the child
of a change in custody outweighed the prob-
able harm caused by a change.

It cited with approval the court of appeals
comment in this case that the courts can
not force a custodial parent to remain in
one place in order to retain custody of a
child. Two justices dissented, saying that
the court had misread the Kentucky modi-
fication statute and thereby denied trial
courts the power to change custody except
in the most extreme cases.

Wilson v. Messinger; Ky SupCt, No. 91-
SC-737-DG, 11/19/92.

Divorced Parent Does Not
Have to Pay College Costs

A court erred in ordering a divorcing
father to contribute towards his son's col-
lege education costs, the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court has held. The court found
no statutory or case law support for the
principle—relied on for several years by the
lower courts—that a parent has a duty to
financially assist a child over the age of
majority who is attending college.

It distinguished its most recent holding
on this question, issued in 1971, in which it
permitted a woman to enforce a decree-
incorporated agreement whereby her ex-
husband had obligated himself to pay their
children’s college expenses to the extent
that he was financially able.

Pennsylvania legislation has not followed
other states, such as Indiana and Illinois.
in imposing a statutory duty upon a parent
to provide support for a child’s college edu-
cation after majority. the court said. The
duty in Pennsylvania ends when a child
reaches age 18, or upon the child’s gradua-
tion from high school, whichever comes
later.

Blue v. Blue, Pa SupCt. No. 203 ED
1990, 11/13/92.

(Editor's note: CRC seeks data and suc-
cess stories on children who were able to
attend college with help from their non-cus-
todial parents. Is there a correlation
between: 1} the type of custody and/or
access/visitation and the non-custodial par-
ent's willingness to contribute to college
education?, and 2) between the level of edu-
cation attained and the non-custodial par-
ent's contribution to the eost of education of
the child?)
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Jurisdiction Changed
After Flight

An Tllinois court acted properly in defer-
ring to the jurisdiction of Louisiana over
custody preceerdings filed there by a mother
who had defied the Illinois court by taking
her children from Illinois, the Illinois
Appellate Court, Second District, has ruled.

Although the Illinois court made clear it
did not condone the mother’s conduct in
removing the child in violation of a court
prohibition against doing so, the court said
the father had subsequently condoned the
mothers’ conduct. The court said the father
was present during a telephone conversa-
tion in which the Illinois court agreed to
Louisiana taking jurisdiction, and the
father initiated a custody proceeding in
Louisiana more than six months after the
move.

One of the jurisdictional standards of the
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act
(UCCJA), the court pointed out, is that a
state is considered the home state for the
child for at least six months before the com-
mencement of proceedings.

The court said the mother had sole cus-
tody of the children at the time of her move
and thus did not unilaterally remove them
from Illinois for the purpose of gaining cus-
tody.

In re Rizza (Olsewski); 11l AppCt. 2dDist.
No. 2-91-92, released 12/7/92.

Restitution Ordered for
Absconding

A non-custodial mother who pled guilty
to the crime of interference with the cus-
tody of children, based on her absconding
with her children to Louisiana, will have to
pay restitution to their father for expenses
he incurred while searching for them, the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled.

Reversing a lower court’s rule, the court
held that because the father’s losses did not
result directly from the crime for which the
mother was convicted. the sentencing court
could not order restitution as part of the
mother’s sentence under the state criminal
restitution statute. However, it continued,
the sentencing court did have statutory
authority to impose restitution as a condi-
tion of probation. Fmding restitution appro-
priate in this case, the Supreme Court indi-
cated this will serve the purpose of rehabili-
tating the mother as well as giving the
father some measure of redress.

Pennsy! /ania v. Harner (Williamson), PA
SupCT. Nos. 90 & 91 MD 1991, 11/.12/92)

The first case above was adapted from
The Wall Street Journal, November 10,
1992. All other cases are summarized from
Family Law Reporter, and appear here by
permission of the publisher, The Bureau of
National Aftairs, Inc.
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Chapter News

Georgia

More than 250 men, women and children converged on
the steps of the Georgia State Capitol January 10, 1993 to
. participate in a candlelight vigil
demonstrating concern for the state’s
“at risk children of divorced separated

and unwed parents.”

The vigil, on the eve of the opening of

the 1993 Georgia legislative session,

focused on “Not just family values, but

valuing families.”
. Sponsors of the vigil—the largest
“ * ever held on behalf of a child’s right to

two parents and extended family—were
the Georgia Council for Children’s Rights, CRC National,
Fathers are Parents Too, Inc., Divorcing Mothers/Fathers
support groups, Georgia Alliance for Children, National
Black Men’s Health Network, and Georgia Grandparents &
Grandchildren, Inc.

Speakers were LaCretia Head, statewide president,
Fathers Are Parents Too; Janet Tharp, Atlanta Regional
Certified Director, Rainbows for All God's Children, Inc,;
and David L. Levy, Esq., President, CRC.

Coordinator was Sonny Burmeister, president of the
Children’s Rights Council of Georgia. “Child Welfare
Equals Family Wellness!” said Burmeister,

The event was covered on Atlanta TV and in the Atlanta
Constitution the next morning.

Sonny Burmeister

Alabama

In 1992, the Alabama legislature passed a bill creating a
non-partisan, “silver-haired legislature.” What it means is
that for every legislative district there shall be a non-
salaried person over age 60, called a “silver-haired dele-
gate,” who is trained in the legislative
process.

These delegates can draft legisiation
of any subject, although it must be
introduced by the regular elected legis-
lator. “The silver-haired legislator can
monitor the legislation all the way
until it becomes the law or is defeat-
ed.”said Wilson. “Politicians tend to lis-
ten to senior citizens because their per-
centage of voting is much higher than
for any other group.”

E.D. Wilson is a silver-haired legislator from his district,
and plans to use that position to help educate legislators on
the need for balanced family law legislation.

In Alabama, to get elected to the silver haired legislature,
a person over 60 must gather a petition signed by 26 senior
citizens, and his or her name is then entered on the ballot
in the legislative district with other candidates. The win-

E.D. Wilson
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ners get training in the legislative process and then work
as closely as they can with their regular elected legislator.

Wilson says 24 other states have also created “silver-
haired legislatures.”

Virginia

The Children's Right: Council was selected by the
Clinton Administration to be an official “bell-ringer”
Sunday, January 17, 1993 at the his-
toric bell tower at the state capitol in
Richmond, Virginia.

The Richmond bell-ringing, at a bell-
tower designed by Thomas Jefferson,
was part of a nationwide “bells for
hope” celebration at the start of the
Clinton Administration. Bells were
rung at churches and state capitols
throughout the country.

At the Richmond ceremony, all three
Virginia chapters of CRC held a candlelight vigil “to bring
light to the needs of Virginia’s children of divorce,” said
Michael Ewing of Tidewater CRC, coordinator of the event.

About 75 men, women and children heard Christine
Hunt, a police officer and children’s rights activist; David L.
Levy, Esq., CRC president; and Louis Anderson, who was
featured on a “48 Hours” broadcast on January 13, 1993.
The moderator was Murray Steinberg, president of the
Family Resolution Councii of Richmond, a CRC affiliate.

The event was covered by TV and newspaper reporters.

Murray Steinberg

Media Notes

“48 Hours", the popular national CBS Television Show,
featured access/visitation problems on an hour-long show
about fathers that aired on January 16, 1993.

The access/visitation segment featured the Children’s
Rights Council of Tidewater, Virginia. The continuing
effort by Louis Anderson, a member of the chapter, to have
a meaningful relationship with his daughter, was featured.
Anderson wore a “Help Stop Crime, Give Children Two
Parents” CRC T-shirt throughout the segment. and sported
a “A Child's Right 2 Parents” CRC bumper sticker on his
car during the segment.

Although “48 Hours" could have focused more on chil-
dren, and missed an opportunity to mention an “800™ num-
ber which CRC had obtained to handle phone calls from
the show, more than 400 people nevertheless made the dif-
ficult effort of locating either the Tidewater chapter (in
Norfolk Virginia) or CRC National in Washington, D.C.

Many of the people who phoned said “god bless you for
existing, we didn't know you were out there,” reported
Stuart Miller, a CRC' activist who fielded many of the
phone calls. CRC’s 800 number is 1-800-787-KIDS.
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Special Financial Child Support Report

Caring and Paying:

What Fathers and Mothers Say About Child
Support. Parents’ Fair Share Demonstration:
Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation,
July 1992, Frank F. Furstenberg, Jr., Kay E.
Sherwood, and Mercer L. Sullivan.

Reviewed by Anna Keller,
Vice-President of CRC

Among its many provisions, the Family Support Act of
1988 authorized the Parents' Fair Share (PFS)
Demonstration, a program designed to boost the income
potential of welfare families by increasing the earnings of
non-custodial parents and the regularity of their financial
child support payments.

Caring and Paying: is a study that grew out of the PFS
Demonstration. It attempts to get at facters that may
affect the success of the PFS

program. By allowing individu-

als who are part of the national

child support crisis to speak

fully about their lives. this

report by the Manpower

Demonstration Research

Corporation provides an honest

look behind the cliches, at the

social and personal complexity

that generates child poverty.

This report acknowledges
that many parents, custodial
and non-custodial, are ill-cquipped for work and face for-
midable obstacles in the job market. It shows how the
government’s goals of increasing family incomes for chil-
dren in poverty. and removing those same families from
welfare rolls, are often starkly contradictory. It admits
how unresponsive, impersonal and complex our society’s
child support institutions are.

Finally, this report reveals that individual personal
relations play a major role in the problem of non-support.
“Child poverty,” the introduction reads, “is often
enmeshed in unsuccessful relationships between men and
women.”

The reports of the seventy-some parents interviewed are
>ften moving. The parents’ stories may (as was hoped)
point up some possibilities for improving child support
systems and programs, but they also direct attention to
the limits of what a formal child support system can do.

Study Method and Samples

The study consisted of a series of interviews among 71
individuals, both mothers and fathers, clustered into sev-
eral focus groups drawn from a number of U.S. cities
{Baltimore, Grand Rapids, New York City). Several inter-
viewers were involved. Mercer Sullivan and Terry

Pareats’ Falt Share Demonstration

Williams interviewed 42 New York City fathers in four
focus groups. Frank Furstenberg interviewed eight young
mothers and three of their non-custodial partners in
Baltimore. Fred Doolittle and Kay Sherwood interviewed
two groups of fathers in Grand Rapids, one group of twelve
poor fathers in a job-finding workshop, and one group of
four fathers in a “father’s rights” (sic) group.

'The purpose of this study and its design was to record the
perceptions parents (particularly those targeted by the PFS
program of job training and counseling} have of the child
support enforcement system.

These perceptions, the authors write, “may matter as
much to their behavior as the legal foundations of the sys-
tem or the actual operation of the public agencies charged
with carrying out child support laws.”

Study Conclusions

Several observations stand out from the interviews that
appear to suggest areas most amenable to changes in the
child support system. They are:

1. Current child support enforcement agencies are viewed
as impersonal and unresponsive to people’s real needs.

2. Fathers resented being treated as criminals.

3. Mothers complained about inefficiency.

4. Non-custodial parents viewed support procedures and
mechanisms for enforcement as complex, punitive, and as
bearing no relation to their children's’ well-being.

5. Many parents expressed the sense that mediation and
counseling services that lead parents to work together
directly were badly needed.

6. Many parents view the contribution of parenting time
as of equal or more importance to their children than the
contribution of financial support.

The above suggest that some mothers and fathers treat
the relationship to their children as a “package deal™ if the
father-mother relationship is damaged, the father, or moth-
er, may view the “deal” as off: mothers may discourage
fathers from parenting, or fathers may withdraw from chil-
dren as well as from their mothers.

The most striking observation of this study may give
some pause to those who throw about cliches about irre-
sponsible parenting and deadbeat dads.

Nearly all fathers expressed a deep feeling for their chil-
dren. Whether mixed with guilt, pride, shame or longing,
these fathers—poor and not poor—collectively give a
resounding lie to the cliche of unfeeling and irresponsible
fathers. Together these non-custodial fathers have more to
tell the legal and administrative world about parenthood
than vice-versa. One father said.

“] think just simple things that you do with your

kids. that's being a father...It isn’t paying

money to a court system that's being a father, it’s
taking a walk with them, putting them to bed

at night, just listening to, ‘Hey, what did you
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do today, what happened to you? That’s being a
father, you know. a parent...put them to bed, share
what your feelings are, you share what your thoughts
are, what's going on, what is it you'd like to do in

the future. You are not only part of their present,
you're part of their past and part of their future
regardless of what the current scene is, how much
money you're paying. You're part of a spiritual
nature...we're not just money.”

Observations such as this may—and perhaps
should—make an even more profound impression on
architects of child support policy. Perhaps the most glar-
ing irresponsibility in the child support equation is not
that of individual parents “refusing” to support their
children, but of a society that provides inadequate nur-
turance and support for the relationship between par-
ents and their children.

No one, after reading this book, should feel comfort-
able in drawing the conclusion that a parent’s faiiure to
pay child support means they have also failed to feel. or
failed to act on, a profound love for their children.

For copies of the 88 page-report, contact the Manpower
Demonstration Research Corporation, Three Park
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016, phone (212) 532-3200.

Study Finds Child Support

Data Incomplete

AAMFT Report Reviewed by CRC Staff

Willful non-payment of child support by those who
have the ability to pay is only one of many reasons for
nonpayment, according to a report issued by the
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT),
Research and Education Foundation in Washington.
D.C.

The 39 page report stated “there is limited data avail-
able about the characteristics of absent (non-custodial)
parents, so we have very inadequate information about
which reasons are most important for which groups of
fathers.”

These and other findings were presented to a Family
seminar December 4, 1992 on Capitol Hill sponsored by
the AAMFT on “Reducing Family Poverty: Tax-Based
and Child Support Strategies.”

Another very important reason for non-payment that
is given little attention, the report stated, “is the 'non-
cooperation’ of a surprisingly large proportion of the cus-
todial parents.”

It noted that the Census Bureau has found that as of
1989, about 40% of mothers without awards reported
that either they “did not want an award” or "did not pur-
sue an award.”

14 Seeag Ovr For Cinaores Winter 19927 19973

Data Viewed as Faulty

The report also found serious limitations on the widely
used Census Bureau child support and paternity data. It
noted that all such data comes from custodial mothers,
with “no independent verification of this data from the
fathers or from court records. Also, there is reason to
believe that respondents on census surveys typicaliy
underreport income.

“Plans to conduct a national survey on absent parents
were aborted by the Reagan Administration, although a
pilot study suggested it was a highly feasible undertak-
ing. Moreover, one unique feature of this planned sur-
vey was that matched mothers and fathers were inter-
viewed so that their reports could be compared and rec-
onciled.”

It includes a discussion of child support assurance, a
proposal apparently favored by the Clinton
Administration and many members of Congr=ss. at least
in experimental form, under which the government
would provide a minimum income to a family if the fami-
ly was entitled to, but did not receive, child support.

Panelists at the seminar where the AAMFT report
were discussed were:

* Eugene Steurle, Ph.D., senior fellow, Urban
Institute;

* Cheryl Hayes, executive director, National
Commission on Children;

* Daniel Meyer, Ph.D., assistant professor, School of
Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, and affil-
iate of the Institute for Research on Poverty; and

* Wendell Primus, staff director, Subcommittee on
Human Resources, House Ways and Means Cominittee.

The moderator was Theodora Ohms, director, Family
Impact Seminar, AAMFT. Copies of the AAMFT report
are available from AAMFT at 1100 Seventeenth Street
N.W., Suite 901, Washington, D.C. 20036, phone 202-
467-5114, or may be obtained from CRC. CRC members
send $10.00 for photocopying and postage, and $15.00
for non-members.

The report states it may be photocopied for education,
teaching and dissemination purposes provided the prop-
er attribution is prominently displayed on the copies.

Monthly Seminars Held

The AAMFT holds monthly seminars entitled “Family
Centered Social Policy: The Emerging Agenda.” The
seminars are funded by the Foundation for Child
Development, and co-sponsored by the Consortium of
Family Organizations (COFO). COFQ members include
AAMFT, American Home Economics Association
(AHEA), Family Resource Coalition (FRC), Family
Service America (FSA), and the National Council on
Family Relations (NCFR).
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Mothers Say Fathers
Unable to Pay

GAO Report Reviewed by CRC Staff

A federal government report

GAO |11~ J— states that 66 percent of mothers
with a child support award who did

= INTERSTATECHILD ‘
SUPPORT not receive payment from the
Mothers Report father say it is because the fathers
Roceiving Lems SupPort were unable to pay. The 66 percent

figure is reported by the custodial
mothers regardless of whether the
fathers live in the same state or in
a different state from the mother.

This data appears in a report pre-
pared by the U.S. General
Accounting Office (GAO) for
Senator Bill Bradley (D-N.J), and Congresswomen Marge
Roukema (R-NJ) and Barbara Kennelly (D-CT). The three
members of Congress requested the report because of “a
lack of reliable data on interstate child < wpport cases.”

The report, dated January 9, 1992, but which has not been
widely distributed, also states that:

Where there is no child support award (and therefore, no
child support is due from the father, or the father may not
know of the existence of the child), the mothers report:

1. In cases where the father lives in the same state as the
mother:

A. 53 percent of the mothers report that they did not want
support or did not ask for it, that other financial considera-
tions were made in lieu of support, or that she was unable
to establish paternity;

B. 17 percent of the mothers report that the father is
financially unable to pay (it is presumed that she or the
intervening agency decided that the financial position of the
father made pursuing an award a futile gesture):

C. 6 percent of the mothers report that a final agreement
is pending.

In summary. 76 percent of the mothers who live in the
same state as the father and who do not have a child sup-
port award report that child support collection is not an
issue in their case.

2. In cases where the father lives in another state: these
figures are 49 percent, 12 percent and 7 percent. for a total
of 68 percent where child support is not an issue.

3. As ridiculous as it may sound. our government is classi-
fying deceased fathers as deadbeats. The deceased, those
living in foreign countries and those who have moved back
in with the mother are classified as living in “other” loca-
tions. Nor.e of these categories constitute more than 14 per-
cent of the questionnaires reviewed. So as many as 28 per-
cent of fathers classified as living in “other” locations could
be either living with the mother or dead. the GAO report
states.

The report is based on Census Bureau data in the child
support and alitnony supplement of the Current Population

®

Survey (CPS). This supplement, says the GAO report, sur-
veys a sample of mothers age 15 and above living with their
own children under 21 whose father lives in a different
household.

A complete copy of the report may be ordered from the
General Accounting Office. Ask for: GAO/HRD-92-39 FS-
Mothers Report Receiving...

Announcements

The Academy of Family Mediators (AFM)

“Mediation Comes to the Capitol” is the theme of
AFM's annual conference July 19-24, 1993 at the Omni
Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. The conference will
focus on family mediation, government support for fami-
ly mediation, children in mediation, and lawyers who
mediate. For information, contact AFM at P.O. Box
10501, Eugene, OR 97440, telephone 503-345-1205.

Association of Family and Conciliation Courts
(AFCC)

“The Economic Impact of Divorce” is the theme of
AFCC’s 30th annual conference in New Orleans May 12-
15, 1993. The emotional impact of diverce will also be
discussed. Keynote speaker: John Haynes, faounder of the
Academy of Family Mediators and internationally known
mediator. Cost: $225, your guest $100. For information
contact AFCC at 329 W. Wilson St., Madison, WI 53703,
telephone 608-251-4001.

National Council on Family Relations (NCFR)

“Moral Discourse on Families” is the theme of NCFR’s
55th annual conference at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in
Baltimore, Maryland, November 10-15, 1993. In addition
to exploring the often polarized domain of ethics and val-
ues in family life, the conference will sponsor an interna-
tional health policy forum. For information, contact NCFR
at 3989 Central Ave. NE, Suite 550, Minneapolis, MN
55421, telephone 612-781-9331.

In Need of Legal Help?

Do you need legal help in a case? Is the case (or will it
be) on appeal? Does the case have broad applicability?
If the answer to these three questions is yes, contact
CRC.

Attorneys for CRC are interested in handling these
cases on a reasonable fee basis. Because of limited
finances, we can only consider cases which are on appeal.
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CRC Chapters

Grandparents United for Children’s Rights (GUCR), a
nationally prominent grandparents’ organization with
more than 20 chapters and affiliates throughout the
U.S,, has affiliated with the Children’s Rights Council.

The decision was announced by Ethel Dunn of
Madison Wisconsin, the executive director of GUCR, on
January 1, 1993.

“We like CRC’s direction, and we
look forward to a close working rela-
tionship,” said Dunn.

“GUCR and CRC have worked
informally for more than a year,” said
CRC President David L. Levy. “We

are absolutely delighted at this affili- - 4} B .

-«
ation, for it will strengthen the goals Ethel Dunn_
National Affiliate SacrameatomCA 95860

i i Patricia Gehlen. chair
Organizations (916) 635-2590
mgré)wuhout Custody Colorade .
P.O. Box 27418 Children’s Rights Council of

Colorado

Houston, TX 77227-7418
(713) 840-1626
Jennifer Isham. president

(303) 980-6903
Valerie Ozsu, state coordinator

G d t ited f Delaware
cﬁﬁgrei?;ﬁ?g}ftsl{gﬁém or Children’s Rights Council of
137 Larkin Street Delaware

Madison. WI 53705 P.O. Box 182

Bethel, DE 19931

875
(608 238-8751 (302) 875.7353

D
Ethel Dunn Bill Barral
CRC Chapters (302) 734-8522
James Morning, coordinator
Alabama Florida
454 Morphy Avenue )
Fairhop(?, XL 36532 Florida CRC chapter

113 W. Tara Lakes Drive
Boynton Beach, Florida 33436
(407) 395-5512

Piotr Blass, coordinator

E.D. Wilson. coordinator
(205) 928-0464

Alaska
Alaska Dads and Moms

2225 Arctic Boulevard. Ste 303~ Georgia .
Anc‘})wracg: A]o:slfgagrgf,ob;;e Gporgia Council for Children’s
(907) 274-7358 Rights

P.O. Box 70486

Marietta, GA 30007-0486
(404) 928-7110

Sonny Burmeister. coordinator

CGary Maxwell, state coordinator

Alaska Family Support Group
P.O. Box 111691
Anchorage, AK 99511-1691

(907) 344-7707 Illinois

Jim Arnese:], president Children’s Rights Council of
Illinois

Second Wives and Children P.O. Box 786

Pekin, IL 61555
1309) 697-3235
Ann Danner. coordinator

P.O. Box 875731
Wasilla, AK 99687-5731
(907) 376-1445

Tracy Driskill, president

Indiana
California Indiana Council for Children’s
Children's Rights Council of Rights

2625 N. Meridian, Ste 202
Indianapolis. IN 46208
(317) 925-5433

David Dinn

California and San Francisco
chapter

2547 Noriega Street. Suite 333
San Francisco, CA 94122

(415) 753-8315

Lou Ann Bassan. state coordinator lowa

Fathers for Equal Rights, Inc.
3623 Douglas Avenue

Des Moines. 1A 50310

1515) 277-8789

Dick Woods, coordinator

Children’s Rights Council of
California

Sacraniento chapter

P.0O. Box 69711
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we are all working for.”

Dunn is also co-chair of the National Coalition of
Grandparents, a newly formed umbrella organization of
grandparents working for the rights of children.

Dunn has testified twice before Congressional committees:

* in October, 1991, before the House Human Resources
Subcommittee, headed by then-Representtive Tom
Downey (D-NY); and

* in July 1992 at the first Senate hearing ever held on
grandparents issues, before a committee chaired by Sen.
David Pryor (D-AK).

GUCR participated in the first press conference ever
held on Capitol Hill by various organizations concerned
with “balanced family law legislation.” At the press con-
ference, CRC, GUCR, Mothers Without Custody, and
the Stepfamily Association of America joined together in

.urging Congress to pass a balancing amendment to the

(Continued on Page 17)

Professionals Serving Custodial
and Non-Custodial Parents
(515) 2G64-9511

Eric Borseth, J.D.

Kansas/Missouri

Children’s Rights Council of
Kansas/Missouri

5516 Mission Road

Fairway, KS 66205-2721

(913) 831-0190

Roger Doeren, coordinator

Kentucky

Children’s Rights Council of
Kentucky

1645 Robin Rd

Owensboro, KY 43201
502-926-4300 or 502-684-6100
Tracy Cox, coordinator

Maryland

Children’s Rights Council of
Maryland

417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910-4254
(301) 588-0262

Harvey Walden, coordinator

Massachusetts

Concerned Fathers of
Massachusetts, Inc.

{P.O. Box 2768

Springfield, MA 01101-2768
(413) 736-7432

George Kelly, coordinator

Carla Goodwin, Divorce Mediation
820 Washington Street

South Easton, MA 02375

(508) 238-3722

Michigan

Children’s Rights Council of
Michigan

P.O.Box 416

Lawton, M1 49065-0416

(616) 247-5868

Heather Rowlison. coordinator

New Jersey

New Jersey Council for Children’s
Rights (NJC* R}

P.O. Box 615

Wayne. NJ 07470-0615

(201) 694-9323

Erich Sturn, president

New York

Children’s Rights Council of
New York

35 Front Street
Binghamton, NY 13905
(607) 785-9338

Kim Boedecker-Frey

Ohio

9681 Harding Hwy E.
Galion, OH 44833
(419)'845-2572

Kathy Clark, coordinator

Pennsylvania

P.E.AC.E. (Parents Equality and
Children’s Equality}

20 1/2 S. Bradford St.

Allentown, PA 18103

(215) 776-4194

Gary Onuschak, coordinator

Texas

Texas Children’s Rights Coalition
(TCRC)

P.O. Box 12961

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

(5121 499-TCRC

Eric Anderson, coordinator and
nationwide chapter coordinator

Vermont

Vermonters for Strong Families
RR 1, Box 267A1

Heartland, VT 05048

(802) 436-3089

Fred Tubbs, coordinator

Virginia

Children’s Rights Council of
Tidewater

3029 Yakima Road
Chesapeake, VA 23325

(804) 463-KIDS

Michael Ewing, president
Cindy Lewis, state coordinator

Family Resolution Council
8935 Patterson Avenue
Richmond. VA 23229

(804) 740-9889

Murray Steinberg, president

Fathers United for Equal Right's
and Women's Coalition

P.O. Box 1323

Arlington. VA 22210-1323

(703) 451-8580

Paul Robinson, president
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Hyde/Shelby bill. A provision for a national commission
on child welfare, including access/visitation, was subse-
quently added to the bill (see article elsewhere in this
newsletter).

Levy announced that Dunn has been named to CRC’s
Advisory Panel.

Jennifer Isham, the president of Mothers Without
Custody (MW/OC), another national organization affili-
ated with CRC, is also a member of the Advisory Panel.

State chapter Developments

On the state level, Lou Ann Bassan is the new CRC
coordinator in California. Bassan is a San Francisco
attorney in workers compensation insurance defense
who is married to a non-custodial father of three chil-
dren. Patricia Gehlen, an elementary school teacher and
grandmother, is the chair of the Sacramento, California
chapter.

Valerie Ozsu, who had been the CRC coordinator in
California, has moved to Colorado, where she is starting
a CRC chapter in that state. Ozsu is a registered nurse
and certified midwife.

Kathy Clark, L.S.W., program coordinator, Big
Brothers and Big Sisters, Marion, Ohio, is CRC's new
coordinator in Ohio.

Cindy Lewis, former president of Parents and
Children’'s Equality in Indiana, has moved to Virginia,
and is CRC's new coordinator in Virginia.

CRC seeks to form a chapters throughout the country,
in order to assist the citizens of each state with that
state’s unique laws. Custody reform is primarily handled

on the state level, although Congress is entering the
field more and more. Problems cross state lines. What
happens in one state or in Congress affects all of us. We
must have a strong national organization, with strong
state organizations, to have greater effect on public poli-
cy.

If you are part of a national network, you will general-
ly get a better reception than a group that is limited to
one state or community.

Coordinators of our state chapters maintain contact by
mail exchange and cross-country telephone conference
calls between the chapters and CRC national. In this
way, chapters can benefit from each other and do not
have to constantly “re-invent the wheel”.

Chapters exist in 23 states.

If you live in a state where there is a CRC chapter, we
urge you to join the chapter. In this way, you will be net-
working with a chapter and national CRC to reform cus-
tody law and attitudes around the country. By becoming
a member of the chapter, you also become a member of
national CRC.

If you would like to learn if a chapter is forming in
your state, or if you would like to form a chapter in your
own state or community, write to CRC for our Affiliation
Booklet.

This 37-page booklet explains everything you want to
know about affiliation.

After reviewing the booklet, write to Eric Anderson of
Texas, CRC chapter coordinator, for further informa-
tion. Eric’s address is listed below.

Note: CRC’s name is protected by federal trademark
law.

Inside CRC

CRC is having its first book pub- '[‘}k.BeSt
lished! The book. entitled “The Best P t
Parent is Both Parents: A Guide to aren
Shared Parenting in the 21st [‘SBOth
Century,” is scheduled for May, 1993 Parents
publication by Hampton Roads A Guide To
Publishing Company in Norfolk, \-;]_“C\% IU’:"'\Eﬂl'l‘\ S
Virginia, a nationally known pub- 7T 91 T
lisher. ‘ o Cenuny

The trade paperback book, ISBN vootn
1-878901-56-7, about 160 pages, is
expected to appear in bookstores

Levy, the editor of the book.

new informa-
tion, and has
been two years
in the making.
“We hope to
reach a market
for CRC's ideas
that has to date
been untapped,”
said CRC Presi-
dent David L.

Volunteers and
Materials Needed

Are you interested in office work,
public relations, fund-raising, mem-
bership development, tax issues
affecting the family, advocacy,
research or writing?

If you can donate materials to
CRC, such as computers, typewrit-

around the country; but it may be
ordered direct from the publisher at
the retail price of $9.95 plus ship-
ping and handling. To order copies,
telephone Hampton Roads

Publishing at 1-800-667-8707.
The book. an update of several
CRC reports, contains substantial

Contributors to the book include
CRC writers and researchers Anna
Keller and Elliott H. Diamond, as
well as Elizabeth McGonagle, origi-
nator of the “Banana Splils™ school-
based program.

Please ask your favorite hookstore
to carry the book.

«U
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ers, fax machines, or telephones, we
can use them at our national office
in Washington, D.C. or give them to
our chapters around the country.
And you can obtain a tax deduction
for your contribution.
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Legal, Computer
Services Availahle

Charlie Ruggerio, who obtained
trademark protection for CRC, is a
specialist in trademark, patent,
copyright, and licensing law. He
recently joined as a partner the law
firm of Ailes, Ohlandt ana Greeley, 6
Landmark Square, Stamford, CT.
06901, Suite 604, telephone (203)
327-6067.

Steve Chan, who has helped CRC
with its computer system, is knowl-
edgeable in computer technology,
and has also served as an expert
witness in computer procurement
cases on the federal level. Mr. Chan
is at Uniprime Systems, Inc.,
P.0O.Box 3247, Baltimore, MD.
21228, phone (410) 747-7510.

If you work for the federal govern-

ment, and wish to transfer annual
leave to a CRC member who works for
the federal government, and who is
involved full time in seeking joint cus-
tody, please contact CRC. The CRC
member does not wish his name to be
in print.

Mark Goodson Dies

Mark Goodson, who was a TV
institution, and the honorary chairman
of the Children’s Rights Council since
late 1991, died on December 18, 1992.
He was 77.

Mr. Goodson’s radio and television
career spanned more than 50 years.
He invented such shows as “What’s My
Line?” “The Price is Right,” “ Family
Feud, “I've Got a Secret” and “The
Match Game.”

Since 1950 there has never been a
week without a Mark Goodson game
show on television.

The TV quiz show scandals of the
1950’s did not adversely affect
Goodson, for he never gave answers to
popular contestants, as other shows
did, to increase a show’s popularity.

For many years, Goodson teamed
up with Bill Todman to form the
Goodson/Todman partnership.
Todman died in 1979.

Goodson was diagnosed with
cancer in September, 1992, and
underwent treatment. Doctors even-
tually advised Goodson to stop the
treatment because the cancer was
nct responding. Goodson, who had
homes in New York and Los Angeles,
died at his Manhattan home at 1
Beekman Place.

“Goodson and CRC were just get-
.ting to know each other when he
died,” said CRC President David L.
Levy. “The friendship was altogether
too brief.”

Goodson leaves three children,
and six grandchildren.

Thank You, Contributors!

We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC. or ordered materials from CRC from
October, 1992 through December. 1992. * Denotes life member of CRC (financial contribution totaling $500 or more).
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Here are Some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the The CRC catalog lists more than sixty books.

written reports, audio-cassettes, model bllls,
and gifts for children. Members can receive

Ch“drenss nghts CounCil ggggég?gé Efr{%e conles of the catalog by

Non-members can order one
for $1.00. Write: CRC, 220 1 Str., N

NE.

Suite 230, Washington, D.C. 20002-4362.
9 9 Regular Discount® CRC Members - 10X ea. book
~ 20% other items

CATALOG OF RESOURCES Send all t)ook orders _to: CRC Books, P 0 Box 55€8

. Wash.. D
fOI’ parents rlends?(l)? ?ggtéggk. g(slc each addltlonal
and professionals book For sl pping and Randling.

* RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 5% DISCOUNT ON THE FOLLOWING
1992 CATALOG OF RESOURCES ITEMS:

Some Special Additions w‘dSome Books Currently Listed:

The Parental Alienation Syndrome, by Richard A. Gardner, M.D.
The PAS occurs when one parent denigrates the other parent, and
gets the child to join in the denigration. Gardner, a national
expert on the PAS, describes the disorder and recommends
treatment. 1992 publishing of this material as a separate
book for the first time. BKA-803 — 348 pg. HB $30.00.

A Hole In My Heant: Adult Children of Divonce Speak Out,
by Claire Berman. Enables people to understand they are not
alone, and helps spouses and loved ones better understand
their mates. BKM-505 -- 280 pg. SB $8.00.

Surviving The Breakup, by Joan Berlin Kelly, Ph.D. and Judith S.
Wallerstein, Ph.D. A longitudinal study of the effects of
divorce on children. BKP-210 —- 340 pg. SB $14.00.

”{\l\‘\() a N Forn The Sake 04 The Children, by Kris Kline and Stephen Pew, PhD.

Insights and advice on how parents can cooperate after divorce.
HHI \M”) = 2= | BKP-211 — 220 pg. HB $17.95.

A My True And False Allegations 0f Chitd Sexual Abuse,
WITH DIV OIRCE by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. Child sexual abuse cases are
BV WALERIEN burgeoning. Gardner provides analysis, evaluated criteria
AN IR R and recommendations necessary to better differentiate
between true and false allegations. His proposals could
result in better resolution of cases. BKA-807 -748 pg. BB $45400.
LIYAIIIAIAN G544 5444 AXEZXLZALIAXZIXLAL S A
Divoace Book For Parents, by Vicki Lansky. BKP-203 — 254 pg. HB $18.95.
The Handbook 0f Divoace Med&at&on by Lenard Marlow, J.D. and S. Richard
Sauber, Ph.D. BKE-604 — 506 pg. HB $65.00.
The Custody Revolution - The Father Facton And The Motherhood Mystique, by Richard A.
Warshak, Ph.D. BKE-607 - 272 pg. HB $21.00.

Fathens Rights - The Sourcebook For Dealing With The Child Suppont System, by Jon Conine.
BKF-406 — 220 pg. HB $17.95.

Mom's House, Dad's House, by Isolina Ricei, Ph.D.
Long Distance Parenting, by Miriam Galper Cohen BKP-213 — 193 pg. HB $17.95.

Parent vs. Parent, by Stephen P. Herman, M.D. BKP-209 ~~ 240 pg. HB $20.95.

Don'l Blame Me, Daddy, by Dean Tong. BKA~806 — 215 pg. HB $11.95.

Divorce And The Myth 0Of Lawyers, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. BKE-608 - 175 pg. HB $19.95.

Childnen Held Hostage, by Stanley S. Clawar, Ph.D. and Brynne V. Rivlin, M.S.S.
BKE-606 -~ 208 pg. SB $49.95.

BRP-202 ~- 270 pg. SB $8.95.
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News of CRC’s
7th National Con-
ference will
appear in the
next issue.

Liberal Barbara Dafoe Whitehead says

Dan Quayle Was Right

at headline—Dan Quayle was right—on

the cover of one of America’s most presti-

gious liberal publications has attracted consid-

erable interest in the news media, academia,
and among child advocates.

The article, by Barbara Dafoe Whitehead,
in Atlantic Monthly’s April, 1993 issue, said
that the dissolution of intact two-parent fami-
lies is harmful to large numbers of children.

Commentators have said this before, but
the message, coming as it does this time from
a leading liberal magazine agreeing in print
with a conservative (Dan Quayle) who was
embroiled in a family issues debate last Fall,
is apparently the reason for the widespread
interest in the article.

CRC gave Whitehead, a researcher at the
Institute for American Values in New York, a
“Best in Media” award for the article at our
conference April 28-May 2, 1993. More confer-
ence news will appear in our Summer, 1993
“Speak “ut for Children”.

Nicholas Zill, of WESTAT, Inc., Rockville,
Maryland, whose research is quoted exten-
sively in Whitehead's article, was a speaker at
CRC’s Seventh National Conference. News on
Ziil’'s commments at the conference will also
appear in the Summer, 1993 “Speak Out for
Children.”

The Atlantic Monthly article said that
“The social science evidence is in: though it
may benefit the adults involved, the dissolu-
tion of intact two-parent families is harmful to
large numbers of children. Moreover, family
diversity in the form of increasing numbers of
single-parent and stepparent families does not

24

strengthen the social fabric but, rather, dra-
matically weakens and undermines society.”

Key Points of the Article

“Most American children will spend sev-
eral years in a single-mother family. Some
will eventually live in stepparent families, but
because stepfamilies are more likely to break
up than intact (by which I mean two-biological
parent) families, an increasing number of chil-
dren will experience family breakup two or
even three times during childhood.”

“According to a growing body of social-
science evidence, children in families disrupt-
ed by divorce and
out-of-wedlock birth
do worse than chil-
dren in intact fami-
lies in several mea-
sures of well-being.

Children in single

parent families are

six times as likely to

be poor. They are

also likely to stay Aiab

poor longer. Twen- adi "~
ty-two percent of Barbara Whitehead
children in one-parent families will experience
poverty during childhood for seven years or
more, as compared with only two percent of
children in two parent families.

“A 1988 survey by the National Center for
Health Statistics conducted by Nicholas Zill
found that children in single-parent families
are two to three times as likely as children in

‘Continued on Page 3)
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Whitehead

Continued form page 1

two-parent families to have emotion-
al and behavioral probiems. They are
also more likely to drop out of high
school, to get pregnant as teenagers,
to abuse drugs, and to be in trouble
with the law. Compared with chil-
dren in intact families, children from
disrupted families are at a much
higher risk for physical or sexual
abuse.

“Despite this growing body of
evidence, it is nearly impossible to
discuss changes in family structure
without provoking angry protest.
Many people see the discussion as no
more than an attack on struggling
single mothers and their children.

“Such views are not to be dis-
missed. Indeed, they help to explain
why family structure is such an
explosive issue for Americans...How
can we square traditional notions of
public support for dependent women
and children with a belief in women's
right to pursue autonomy and inde-
pendence in childbearing and child-
rearing? How do we uphold the free-
dom of adults to pursue individual
happiness in their private relation-
ships and at the same time respond
to the needs of children for stability,
security, and
permanence
mn their fami-
ly lives?

“In the
mid-1960’s
Daniel
Patrick
Moynihan,
then an
assistat sec-
retary  of
labor, was
denocunced as a racist for calling
attention to the relationships
between the prevalence of black sin-
gle-mother families and the lower
socioecconomic standing of black chil-
dren...Last vear, Vice President Dan
Quayvle was ridiculed for criticizing
Murphy Brown. In short, every time
the issue of family structure has been
raised, the response has been first

Sen. Moynihan

controversy, then retreat, and finally
sitlence.

“Yet it is also risky to ignore
the issue of changing family struc-
ture. In recent years the problems
associated with family disruption
have grown. Overall child well-being
has declined...the proportion of chil-
dren in poverty has increased dra-
matically. from 15 percent in 1970 to
20 percent in 1990, while the per-
centage of adult Americans in pover-
ty has remained roughly constant.
The teen suicide rate has more than
tripled. Juvenile crime has increased
and has become more violent. School
performance has continued to
decline.

There are no signs that these
trends are about to reverse them-
selves. If we fail to come to terms
with the relationship between family
structure and declining child well-
being, then it will be increasingly dif-
ficult to improve children’s life
prospects, no matter how many new
programs the federal government
funds. Nor will we be able to make
progress in bettering school perfor-
mance or reducing crime or improv-
ing the quality of the nation’s future
work force—all domestic problems
closely connected to family breakup.
Worse, we may contribute to the
problem by pursuing policies that
actually increase family instability
and breakup.”

Historical View of Family
Disruption

The article mentioned that fami-
ly disruption has historically been
regarded as an event that threatens
a child’s well being and even sur-
vival. The death of a parent. for
example, has traditionally been
regarded as untimely and tragic, pro-
ducing an outpouring of support from
family. friends, and strangers alike.

It has taken thousands of years
to reduce the threat of parental
death. Other forms of family disrup-
tion, separation, divorce, out-of-wed-
lock bhirth, were held in cheek by
powerful religious, social and legal
sanctions. Divorce was widely
regarded as 2 deviant behavior, espe-
cinNly threatening to mothers and

children, and as a personal lapse. In
the 1960’s the divorce rate soared
(after the advent of no-fault divorce,
which the article implies, but does
not specifically mention).

“All told, about three quarters of
children born te cohabiting couples
will live in a single-parent home at
least briefly. One of every four chil-
dren growing up in the 1990's will
eventually enter a stepfamily.
According to one survey, nearly half
of all children in stepparent families
will see their parents divorce again
by the time they reach their late
teens.

“What had once been regarded as
hostile to children’s best interests
was now considered starting in the
1970’s as essential to aduits’ happi-
ness. In the 1950’s, most Americans
believed that parents should stay in
an unhappy marriage for the sake of
the children. By the mid-1970s, a
majority of Americans rejected this
view. Once the social metric shifs
from child well-being to adult well-
being, it is hard to see divorce and
nonmarital birth in anything but a
positive light.”

Hollywood Glorifies
Divorce

Hollywood and the media, and
even the greeting card industry
affirms the liberating effects of
divorce,said the article. “Think of
your former marriage as a record
album,” said one Hallmark card. “It
was full of music-both happy and
sad. But what's important now
is...YOU! the recently released HOT,
NEW, SINGLE' You're going to be at
the TOP OF THE CHARTS!"

As for Murphy Brown, the article
said, “faced with an accidental preg-
nancy and a faithless lover, she ago-
nized over her plight and, after much
mental anguish, bravely decided to
go ahead. In short, having a baby
without a husband represented a
higher level of maternal devotion and
saerifice than having a babhy with a
husband. Murphy was not just exer-
cising her rights as a woman, she
was exhibiting true moral heroism.

“Increasingly. the media depicts
the married two-parent family as a

SeeAR Ocr For CHILOREN  Spring 1993 3




source of pathology.

"No one would claim that two-
parent families are free from conflict,
violence, or abuse. However, the
attempt to discredit the two-parent
family can be understood as part of
what Senator Moynihan has
described as a larger effort to accom-
modate highe: levels of social
deviance...One response has been to
normalize what were once considered
deviations, such as out-of-wedlock
birth.”

The article noted that “The
father-child bond is severely, open
irreparably, damaged in disrupted
families...Often, more than the
father's support check is missing.
Increasingly. children are bereft of
any contact with their fathers...the
need to schedule a special time to be
with the child, the repeated leave tak-
ings, and the lack of connection to the
child’s regular, daily schedule leaves
many fathers, adrift, frustrated, and
confused.”

Researcher Judith Wallerstein,
the article notes, has called the visit-
ing father a parent without portfolic.

“Since most children live with
their mothers after divorce. one
might expect that the mother-child
bond would
remain
unaltered
and might
even be
strength-
ened. Yet
research
shows that
the mother-
child bond is
also weak-
ened as the
result of divorce. The article noted that
researcher Nicholas Zill and his col-
leagues initiallv thought that steppar-
ent fanuaes would make up for the
shortcomings of the single-parent
family. “..But their findings indicate
that even when remarriage brings
more income and a secend adult in
the household, other difficulties aris-
es—stepfamilies disrupt established
loyalties, create new uncertainties,
provoke deep anxicties, and some-
times threaten a child’'s physical

Nicholas Zill

J  8Sreak Ovr For Critbres

Spring 1993

safety as well as emotional security.”

The National Commission on
Children, a bipartisan group headed
by Senator John D. Rockefeller (D-
WV), reported that children from
stepfamilies were more likely to say
they often felt lonely or blue than
children from either single-parent of
intact families.

“...not all two-parent families
are better for children than all sin-
gle-parent families. But in the face
of the evidence it becomes increas-
ingly difficult to sustain the proposi-
tion that all family structures pro-
duce equally good outcomes for chil-
dren.”

Whitehead says the caution that
researchers and writers have in say-
ing this. including Judith Waller-
stein, are partly attributed to ideo-
logical pressures. Some researchers
fear they will be attacked by femi-
nist colleagues, others that their
material will be used by groups they
don’t support, or that their com-
ments will be regarded as an effort
to turn back the clock to the 1950’s-
“a goal that has almost no con-
stituency in the academy.”

Children who live with single
parents or stepparents also receive
less parental encouragement and
attention with respect to education-
al activities than do children who
live with both biological parents, the
researchers state.

Parenting and Child
Support

In certain comments in the arti-
cle, and in an accompanying shorter
article, Whitehead seemed to indi-
cate that tougher child support mea-
sures could help children who are
abandoned by their fathers.

In a CRC conversation with
Whitehead following publication of
the article, we made the point that
the current emphasis on child sup-
port unconnected to parenting is
more of the single-parent policy that
Whitehead finds so disastrous to
children.

If the Census Bureau is correct
that divorced parents with joint cus-
tody and access (visitation) pay far
more in support than parents with-

out joint custody or visitation, CRC
pointed out, this could point the way
not only to greater parental involve-
ment, but more support compliance,
as well.

Whitehead said that other people
have talked to her about the need to
encourage a two-parent policy if
divorce occurs, and she will incorpo-
rate such views into any future writ-
ings she does on the subject.

Children Without Two
Parents Less Likely to
Graduate

Children who live apart from one or
both parents during childhood or adcles-
cence are less likely to graduate from
high school than those who live with
both natural parents, according to
research reported by the Institute for
Research on Poverty.

Estimates of the researchers sug-
gest that living :n a nontraditional fami-
ly increases the risk of dropping out of
high school by about 7 percentage
points, raising the likelihood from 13
percent to 20 percent for the average
individual.

Although the effect is common to
all racial groups, it is stronger among
whites, say the researchers. The lower
attainment of children who live with
single parents is generally attributed to
differences in the quantity and quality
of family and community resources.
(Sources: Gary D. Sandefur, Sara
McLanahan, «and Roger A.
Wojtkicwicz. “Race and Ethnicity,
Family Structure, and High School
Graduation.” Institute for Rescarch on
Poverty (IRP} Discussion Paper No.
893-89; Nan Marie Astone and Sara S.
McLanahan. “Family Structure and
High School Completion: The Role of
Parental Practices,” IRP Discussion
Paper No. 905-89. as reported in
Insights, April 1990 issue. News of
public interest from the Institute for
Research on Poverty, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, 1180 Observatory
Drive, 3412 Social Science Building.
Madison, WI 33706, telephone 608-
262-6358.




Bills and Resolutions in Congress

We are including important bills
and resolutions in Congress affecting
families. A bill, unlike a resolution,
requires a state or person to do some-
thing; a resolution expresses the
wishes of Congress, but does not
require action. H. or H.R. refers to
the House of Representatives; S.
refers to the Senate. The phone num-
ber of the committee handling the
bill is provided below; you may call to
check on the status of legislation, or
to, express your views. It is even more
important to let your own Represen-
tative and Senators know your
views. The capitol switchboard.
which can connect you with the
offices of all members of Congress
and committees, is (202) CA4-3121
(224-3121). Although this iz a 24-
hour switchboard, and can provide
you night and day with names,
addresses and direct phone numbers
of all members of Congress, and even
sometimes names of staff night and
day. the switchboard can only con-
nect with you with an office during
normal business hours. You may also
wish to contact the Congress mem-
bers’ branch office in your district for
information.

S.6.. to prevent and punish sexu-
al violence and domestic violence, to
assist state and local authorities to
assist and protect victims of such
crimes. 8.6 includes sections to pre-
vent noncompliance of financial child
support obligations in interstate
cases, and would express the sense of
Congress that spouse abusers not
attain joint custody of children. and
to establish a national task force on
violence against women. Introduced
by Sen. Bob Dole (R-KS), referred to
Committee on the Judiciary. (202)
224-5225.

The “sense of Congress” about
joint custody in 8.6 also appears in S,
8 and H.R. 688 (below). Congress
passed a similar resolution several
vears ago sponsored by Rep. Connie
Morelia (R-MD). CR(C’s position is
that if Congress is going to enter the
custody area, traditionally reserved

for the states, it should recommend
joint custody (shared parenting) as a
first option for fit parents, especially
as the Census Bureau reports that
parents with joint custody and visita-
tion pay far more in financial support
than parents without joint custody
and visitation. Congress is expected
to consider strong financial support
legislation this year, and so statistics
on who pays and why is important
for Congress to factor into its deliber-
ations.

S.8. to control and prevent crime.
Similar to S.6 above. Section 2262(2)
of the bills says “joint custody forced
upon hostile parents can create a
damaging psychological environment
for a child,” while Section 2262(5)
says “It is the sense of the Congress
that, for the purpose of determining
child custody. evidence establishing
that a parent engages in physical
abuse of a spouse should create a
statutory presumption that it is
detrimental to the child to be placed
in the custody of the abusive spouse.”
The bill would create a National
Task Force on Violence Against
Women. Introduced by Sen. Orrin
Hatch (R-UT), referred to Judiciary
Committee, (202) 224-5225.

H.R. 688, similar to S. 6 and S. 8
(above). Introduced by Rep. Susan
Molinari (R-NY), referred to the sub-
committee on Crime and Criminal
Justice (202) 226-2406 of House
sudiciary Committee.

S. 254, to ensure that any peace
dividend is invested in America’s
families and deficit reduction. Sec.
606A states “The Secrctary of the
Treasury shall increase the personal
exemption for individuals as deter-
mined under sectiori 151 of the IRS
code of 1986..." Introduced by Sen.
Phil Gramm (R-TX), referred to Com-
mittee on Budget (202) 224-0642 and
Committee on Governmental Affairs
(202)224-4751.

H.R. 773, the “Uniform Child

Ff)

Sreak Ovr For Cunnrex

Support Enforcement Act of 1993"
would amend the IRS code and the
Social Security Act to repeal provi-
sions relating to state enforcement of
financial child support and to require
the IRS to collect support through
wage withholding. Introduced by
Rep. Hyde (R-IL), referred to sub-
committee on Human Resources
(202) 225-1025 of the House Judicia-
ry Committee.

H.R. 741. to amend Title IV of
the Social Security Act to provide
welfare families with the education,
training, job search, and work experi-
ence to prepare them to leave welfare
within two years. to authorize states
to conduct demonstration projects to
test the effectiveness of policies
designed to help people leave welfare
and increase their financial security.
Introduced by Rep. Clay Shaw (R-
FL), referred jointly to Committees
on Ways and Means, Agriculture,
Education and Labor, Energy and
Commerce, Banking Finance and
Urben Affairs, Judiciary. For infor-
mation, contact subcommittee on
Human Resources, (202) 225-3951.

H.R. 619, to amend the Fair
Credit Reporting Act to assure the
completeness and accuracy of con-
sumer information maintained by
credit reporting agencies. Included in
credit reporting agencies are state
and local financial child support
enforcement agencies. Introduced by
Rep. McCandless (R-CA), referred to
subcommittee on Consumer Credit
Service of Committee on Banking,
Finance and Urban Affairs (202) 225-
8872. Hearings are scheduled to
hegin in May.

H.R. 522. to provide a grant to a
nonprofit organization to establish
and operate a national domestic vio-
lence hotline. Sec 2(2) states that the
hotline shall provide “victims of
domestic vioience needed access to
resources which will refer such vic-
tims ana their children to safe homes
and shelters.” Introduced by Rep.
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Constarce
Morella (R-
MD), and
referred to
Committee
on Educa-
tion and
Labor (202
225-45217.

H.R.
455. to
amend
Title IV of the Social Security Act to
remcve the barriers and disincen-
tives in the program of AFDC (Aid to
Families with Dependent Children)
that prevent recipients of such aid
from moving toward self-sufficiency.
Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall (D-
OH), referred to Committee on Ways
and Means (202) 225-3625.

Congressman Hall

H.R. 454. to provide that a state
court may not modify an order of
another state court requiring the
payment of financial child support
unless the recipient of the child sup-
port payments resides in the state in
which the modification is sought. or
consents to seeking the modification
in such other state court. Sec. 2(b)
states “it is necessary to establish
national standards under which the
courts of different states will deter-
mine their jurisdiction to issue a
child support order and the effect to
be given by each state to the support
orders issued by the courts of the
other states.” Introduced by Rep.
Barney Frank (D-MA), referred to
subcommittee on Administrative
Law of House Judiciary Committee
(2021 225-5741.

H.R. 435. to amend the IRS Code
to provide income tax relief for fami-
lies. Sec. 30Ata) states, “In the case
of an eligible individual, there shall
be allowed as a credit against the tax
imposed by this chapter and chapter
21 for the taxable year an amount
equal to $600 multiplied by the num-
ber of qualifving children of the tax-
paver who have not attained the age
of 19..." Introduced by Rep. Frank
Wolf (R-VA), referred to Committee
on Wavs and Means (202) 225-3625.
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Letters to the Editor

Editor:

This letter is long overdue. Last
year, in March 1992, I received a
“Best in Media” award from the CRC
for an article entitled “Not Mothers'
Rights or Fathers Rights'...but Fami-
ly Rights” that appeared in the
American Bar Association’s Family
Advocate magazine.

As I drove along the Pennsylva-
nia turnpike on my way to Washing-
ton to receive the award, I wondered
what to expect. I had never attended
a CRC conference or function. I knew
of the organization through printed
mateiial only. I wondered about the
personality of the group, the quality
of the workshops. the way in which
printed material would transfer to
meeting actual people. 1 was pre-
pared for any scenario.

From the moment I walked into
the first reception at the CRC confer-
ence, | was warmly greeted and
received. 1 found out that my words
had travelled from person to person:
sometimes used in a lawyer’s office,
sometimes sent to an ex-spouse who
wouldn’t budge on a sole custody
stance. sometimes used as solace to
get through a tough time, What I
thought was my own personal
catharsis involving the agony and tri-
umph of a custody situation turned
into an article that travelled
throughout the country on its own,
proving to me that my emotions,
thoughts, trials and tribulations
were felt on a universal basis.

Following the warmth of that
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opening night were workshops, semi-
nars, speakers and fellowship that
introduced me to the commitment
and caring of the CRC, an organiza-
tion that is putting its heart and
mind and soul into improving the
lives of families in this country today.

An award from such a respected
organization is a “boon” to a writer’s
career and credentials, and I am late
in expressing my thanks to the CRC
in honoring my work. Mention of the
award and its appearance on my
resume have been very helpful as 1
continue to write and research in the
area of family rights and the work-
place.

But more importantly. in addi-
tion to giving me “outward” recogni-
tion, the CRC’s “Best in Media”
award has given me. through the
commitment of its members, the
courage and the grounds to keep
writing and speaking out for a com-
mon cause—family rights.

Thanks. CRC. You let me know
that words from the privacy of the
soul can have an effect in the lives of
our children,

— Kathryn Gibson,
Pittsburgh, PA.

Ed's note: The article that won a
CRC “Best in Media” award in 1992
told how Ms. Gibson could have gone
for sole custody and won, but decided
it would be in her daughter’s and
son’s best interests to have joint cus-
tody (shared parenting) of the chil-
dren’s two parents.
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CRC's Eighth National Conference will take place in
April, 1994 in Washington DC. The exact date
will be announced later.

Children.”

The features “Around the Country” and “Chapter
News” do not appear in this issue. They will resume
with our next issue, the Summer 1993 “Speak Out for
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Funding Pursued
for Commission

Efforts are continuing to be made
to obtain $2 million in Congressional
funding for the national Commission
on Child and Family Welfare, which
would have a special emphasis on
child access (visitation).

The commission is part of Public
Law 102-521 (the Hyde/Shelby bill),
passed unanimously by Congress in
October, 1992,

The law, also known as 18 U.S.
Code 228, makes it a federal crime to
flee across state lines to “willfully”
avoid payment of financial child sup-
port.

Under Congress’s two-step
process, the authorization for the com-
mission must now await Congression-
~1 funding.

Members of the commission
would not be appoir ted until after the
funding is approved.

Previously, CRC and its support-
ers requested that members of Con-
gress ask Donna Shalala, Secretary of
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), which would
administer the Commission, to
include a recommendation for $2 mil-
lion for the Commission in the Presi-
dent’s budget.

The.President’s budget would
have to be approved by Congress.

Under budget procedures, a rec-
ommendation by the President for
funding for the Commission would
make it easier for funding to sail
through Congress, although Congress
has authority to initiate a proposal for
the funding on its own.

CRC appreciates the fact that the
following members of Congress wrote
to Secretary Shalala, urging the rec-
ommended $2 million funding:

* Senator Herbert Kohl (D-WI),
who convinced Congress to authorize
the Commission as part of the
Hyde/Shelby bill;

* Representative Steny Hoyer (D-
MD). fourth ranking Democrat in the
House;

* Walter R. Tucker (D-CA), whose
staffer, Kim Shearin, was Senator

Kohl’s key siaffer handling the autho-
rization for the Commission, before
she accepted a position with Rep.
Tucker in early 1993,

* Senator Dennis DeConcini (D-
AZ), an advisor to CRC.

It is not yet known whether the
funding will be recommended by Pres-
ident Clinton, or approved by Con-
gress.

Supporters of CRC are urged to
write to their Senators and Represen-
tatives as soon as possible, urging
that Congress provide the $2 million
funding for the commission.

If funded, the Commission would
consist of 15 commissioners, who
would be named according to a proce-
dure set forth in the bill's authoriza-
tion (for further information, see
“Speak Out for Children,” Fall, 1992
and Winter 1992-1993 issues)..

Child Support Provisions

The new law, 18 U.S. Code 228,
makes clear that a person must “will-
fully” fail to pay child support and be
more than one year and more than
$5,000 in arrearages, to be guilty of a
criminal offense. The first conviction
would result in a fine and six months
imprisonment or both, and subse-
quent convictions could result in a
fine and up to 2 years in prison. The
court would also be ordered to require
payment of the outstanding child sup-
port obligation.

The first known case brought
under 18 U.S. Code 228 has been
dismissed by a U.S. District
Cou . in Alabama, because it was
brought as a civil suit on behalf
of a custodial mother in Alabama
against a custodial father in Illi-
nois. CRC of Virginia, Richmond
chapter, was asked to file an ami-
cus curaie (“friend of the tourt”)
brief by Donna Robbins, the sis-
ter of the father in the case,
Danny Dickens. The brief was
written by Murray Steinberg and
Stuart Miller of the CRC Chapter
in Richmond. The receipt of the
CRC brief prompted District
Court Judge William Acker of
Alabama, who was presiding over
the case, to order the 1J.S. Justice
Department to submit a brief on
behalf of the U.S. Government.
The Justice Department did so,
agreeing with CRC that 18 U.S.
Code is criminal, not civil, and
must be filed by a U.S. attorney,
not a private attorney. The case
was then dismissed. For further
information contact CRC of Vir-
ginia, Richmond chapter, at (804)
740-9889, or see “Speak Out for
Children”, Winter 1992/93.
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These are three of the many books available to you.
For information,write to
CRC Books, P.O. Box 5568,
Friendship Station, Washington, D.C. 20016
Non-members, enclose $1.00 for catalog.
Membership in CRC is $35.00
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Parent

IsBoth
Par

ents

Inside CRC

the bookstore to
the fact that
there is interest
in this book. The
bookstore will
almost surely not
bother to order
Jjust one copy for
vou, but will
order 5 or 10
coples or more,
having
those extra copies
on the book-

A
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21st Century

Guiae To.
Shareo Parenting

shelves will
attract  other
potential book
buyers who are
browsing in the
stores.

CRC is not
interested  so
much in royalties

Edited by David L. Levy

CRC's first book, “The Best Par-
ent is Both Parents: A Guide to
Shared Parenting in the 21st Centu-
rv.” has been published!

Copies of the book were available
at CR('s Seventh National Confer-
ence held on April 28-May 2, 1993,
tMore news about the conference will

appear in the Summer. 1993 issue of

*Speak Out for Children,™

The publisher of the book is
Hampton Roads Publishing Company
in Norfolk, Virginia. a nationally
known publisher.

The trade paperback book, ISBN
1-878901-56-7, about 160 pages. is
now available in bookstores.

Although you could order a copy
of the book from CRC or from the pub-
lisher, we prefer that vou order a copy
from your local bookstore. The advan-
tages of ordering from your bookstore
are:

* the price of the book is the same
($9.95), but vou will save shipping
charges:

“ordering from a bookstore alerts
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from the book
talthough they
are welcome) as
in getting our—
and vour ideas—
out to a wider audience.

Even if people don't buy the book.
many of them will see the title “The
Best Parent is Both Parents™ on the
bookshelves, and, we hope. be affected
positively by those words.

The CRC book, an update of sev-
eral CRC reports, contains substan-
tial new information. and has been
two vears in the making. “We hope to
reach a market for CRC's ideas that
has to date been untapped.” said CRC
President David L. Levy, the editor of
the book.

Contributors to the book include
CRC writers and researchers Anna
Keller and Elliott H. Diamond. as
well as Elizabeth McGonagle, origi-
nator of the “Banana Splits™ school-
based program in upstate New York.
Please telephone bookstores and ask
them to earry the CRC book. Thank
vou,

Activities of Members
Leave Donations Needed

A member of CRC who is
involved in a case of possibly far-
reaching national importance for
issues of interest to 'CRC members,
has also qualified for the federal
leave transfer program. Donations of
leave fromm CRC members, their
friends or family members who are
employees of the federal government
would be greatly appreciated. Please
phone or write CRC for a copy of
form you can fill out and submit to
your government agency.

Psychologist Available for
Expert Testimony

Dr. Israel Lichtenstein, Ed.D.,
licensed clinical psychologist,
researcher and CRC member, has
published materials on joint custody.
and has appeared in many court
cases as an expert witness on joint
custody. He helped write the Ohio
joint custody bill (Senate Bill 3) that
allowed judges to award joint custody
over the objections of a parent. He
may be reached at Marriage and
Divorce Counseling Center. 2100
Auburn Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45219,
phone (5131 651-9994.

Intellectual Property
Services

Charlie Ruggiero. who obtained
trademark protection for CRC, is a
specialist in trademark. patent, copy-
right, and licensing law. He recently
joined as a partner the law firm of
Ailes, Ohlandt and Greeley, 6 Land-
mark Square. Suite 604, Stamford,
C'T. 06901, telephone (203) 327-6067,

Computer Technlég‘y
Services

Steve Chan, who has helped
CRC with its computer system, is
knowledgeable in computer technolo-
gy, and has also served as an expert
witness in computer procurement
cases on the federal level. Mr. Chan
is at Uniprime Systems, Inc..
P.O.Box 3247, Baltimore. MD.
21228, phone (4101 747-7510.
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Facts Affecting Children

CRC favors greater efforts at
family formation and family preser-
vation, but if families break up (or
are never formed), CRC works to
assure a child the two parents and
extended family the child would nor-
mally have had during the marriage.

Advocates for stronger families
often need facts at their fingertips, to
help convince policymakers, judges,
newspaper editors and others of the
seriousness of the situation affecting
children today—and the best ways to
help children. i

Facts such as these can be impor-
tant when you write a letter to the
editor or to elected public officials,
testify before a committee or commis-
sion, or network with other organiza-
tions.

We are starting this new column,
called “Facts Affecting Children,”
which will periodically provide
results from research for quick and
easy reference.

Always cite the source of your
facts. Even if the hearer does not
check the citation, the fact that you
cited a source lends credibility to
what you say.

Please credit the source of the
research, and add: “As cited in ‘Speak
Out for Children,” Spring, 1993 issue,
published by the Children’s Rights
Council, Washington, D.C.

Children of Single-
Parent Households

Psychological and
Emotional Effects

Psychiatric Disorders

A Finnish study of more than
12,000 children showed that children
from single parent homes were at
significantly greater risk from most
psychiatric disorders than children
from intact homes. Boys were 3
times more likely to be disturbed,
girls 4 times more likely.

The study also supports previous
findings of other international stud-
ics - when illegitimate children are

compared to children of divorce, the
illegitimate children are worse off
mentally and physically than the
children of divorce.

(Source: Irma Moilanen and
Paula Rantakallio, “The Single Par-
ent Family and the Child’s Mental
Health.” Sccial Science Medicine-
1988: pages 181-186).

Children of Divorce, Ten Years Later

The ten year follow-up of the
famous Wallerstein and Kelly study
of 16 girls and 22 boys, most between
6 and 8 years old at the time of
divorce, finds negative feelings
regarding parents’ divorce a decade
later.

One half of the boys, and one
quarter of the girls were judged to be
“poorly adjusted and at high risk.”

(Source: Judith S. Wallerstein,
“Children of Divorce: Report of a
Ten-Year Follow-up of Early Laten-
cy-Age Children.” American Journal
of Orthopsychiatry, 57, No. 2 (April
1987), pp. 199-211.

The Long-Term Effects
of Divorce on Children

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
sociologists Paul R. Amato and Bruce
Keith analyzed findings of 37 studies
of more than 81,000 individuals and
discovered a pattern that suggests
parental divorce (or permanent sepa-
ration) has broad negative conse-
quences for quality of life in adult-
hood, including more depression, low
life satisfaction, low marital quality,
low educational attainment, low
income. low occupational prestige,
more health problems and more
intergenerational transmission of
divorce.

(Source: Paul R. Amato and
Bruce Keith, “Parental Divorce and
Adult Well-Being: A Meta-analysis”,
Journal of Marriage and the Family
53, 1991, 43-58).

I' vehiatric Involvement
Researchers Nicholas Zill and
Carolyn C. Rogers noted the increase
in teen psychotherapy. especially
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those from single-parent and step-
families:

1. In the late 1960’s - 6 % of ado-
lescents (ages 12-16) received help.
However, in 1981 - 9 % of the same
age group received help;

2. In mother-only families, in the
late 1960’s - 9% received help, and in
1981, 15% received help.

3. In mother/stepfather families,
in the late 1960’s, 7% received help,
but in 1981, the figure was 14%.

(Source: Nicholas Zill and Car-
olyn C. Rogers, “Recent Trends in the
Well-Being of Children in the United
States and Their Implications on
Public Policy,” appearing in The
Changing American Family and
Public Policy, ed. Andrew J. Cherlin
{Washington: Urban Institute, 1988)
pp. 90-91.

Crime

Delinquents and Single
Parent Homes

The U.S. Dept. of Justice survey -
on young people in state-operated
juvenile institutions found that 90%
were males, 40% were held for vio- -
lent offenses, 70% did not live with
both parents while growing up, and
54% lived primarily in single-parent
families.

(Source: Allen J. Beck and Susan
A. Kline, “Survey of Youth in Cus-
tody, 1987”7, U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Bureau of Justice Statistics,
Special Report (September 1988), pp.
1-2).

Family Background of Rapists

A study of 108 violent rapists, all
repeat offenders, found that among
the four types of rapists, the follow-
ing came from single parent homes:
60% of the “sadistics” (more aggres-
sive and more deviant sexual activi-
ty), 69% of “exploitatives” (most anti-
social behavior in adolescence and
adulthood), 80% of those motivated
by “displaced anger”, and 40% of the
“compensatories” (least violent
rapists). Over-all, men raised in sin-
gle-parent homes were over-repre-
sented as rapists in this study.
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High rates of foster care, neglect,
and sexual deviation in the rapists’
families were also characteristic of
the individuals in this sample.

(Source: Raymond A. Knight and
Robert A. Prentky, “The Develop-
ment of Antecedents and Adult
Adaptations of Rapist Subtypes”,
Criminal Justice and Behavior, Vol.
14, December, 1987: 403-426.

Education

Academic Difficulties

Studies at Princeton and Johns
Hopkins University on the relation-
ship between family structure and
academic achievement,

Growing up in a single-parent or
stepparent family has negative conse-
quences for grade-point average,
attendance, student’s college expecta-
tions and educational attainment.

Children from non-intact familir s
report lower educational expectations
on the part of their parents, less mon-
itoring of school work by mothers and
fathers, and less over-all supervision
of social activities than children from
- intact families.

The study concluded that
“strength of attachment between par-
- ent and child may be important type
of social capital essential to success in
school.”

(Source: Nan Marie Astore and
Sara S. McLanahan, “Family Struec-
ture, Parental Practices and High
School Completion”. American Socio-

logical Review 56 (1991): 308-320.

Divorce and Failure

A University of Georgia study of
58 adolescents, ages 12 to 14 (30 from
intact families and 28 from parents
who went through divorce within the
past year). Those from divorced fami-
lies had greater difficulties, both aca-
demically and socially, than their
intact family counterparts.

(Source: Rex Forehand, Kenneth
Middleton, and Nicholas Long, “Ado-
lescent Functioning as a Conse-
quence of Recent Parental Divorce
and the Parent-Adolescent Relation-
ship”, Journal of Applied Develop-
mental Psychology 8 (1987): 305-315.

Suicide

Absent or Unavailable Fathers and
Suicidal Daughters

This in-depth analysis of eight
women suicides found strong influ-
ences were exerted by mothers cou-
pled with a lack of involvement of the
fathers or early loss of the fathers.

Source: Lynda W. Warren and C.
Tomlinson-Keasy, “The Context of
Suicide”, American dJournal of
Orthopsychiatry. 57, No. 1, January,
1987, p. 41-48.

Teen Sex

Teen Sex in the Single-Parent Home
University of North Carolina and

Planned Parenthood study of more

than 1,100 junior high students

Announcements

found that;

Daughters in mother-only homes
were much more likely to engage in
premarital sex than daughters in
two-parent homes

(Source: Susan Newcomer and J.
Richard Udry, “Parental Marital Sta-
tus Effects on Adolescent Sexual
Behavior”. Journal of Marriage and
the Family, 49, No. 2 (May 1987), pp.
235-240.

Other Problems

The Troubled Chil.lren of Divorce

This study of 170 children (from
ages 6 to 17) with divorced parents
(average of 1-1/2 years since the
divorce) found that:

/4 blamed themselves for their
parents’ divorce and suffered low-self
esteem;

V4 harbored illusory hopes that
“once my parents realize how much I
want them to, they’ll live together
again”,

/2 blamed fathers for conflict in
the family;

549 said they regard their par-
ents’ divorce as a source of potential
embarrassment.

(Source: Berthold Berg and
Lawrence A. Kurdek, “Children’s
Beliefs About Parental Divorce Scale:
Psychometric Characteristics and
Concurrent Validity” Journal of Con-
sulting and Clinical Psychology. 55
(October 1987) pp. 712-718.

National Congress for Men and Children

The National Congress for Men and Children (NCMC) wil}
hold its annual conference on October 14-17, 1993 at the Civic
Center Hotel in Kansas City. Missouri. A talk will be given by
Dr. Stanley Clawar, co-author of “Children Held Hostage,” a book
recommended by the American Bar Association on parental
brainwashing of children. Other speakers include Dr. Ralph
Underwager and Judge James Beasely. The cost for the conven-
tion is $150 if paid by July 1, 1993—phone (913) 432-3875. The
hotel is at (913)342-6919.

Mothers Without Custody

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC), a national organization
with chapters in more than 20 states representing 2,000,000 non-
custodial mothers. will hold its 12th annual conference Octoher
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1-3. 1993 at the Rolling Meadows Holiday Inn. just north of

Chicago, iL.. The theme of the conference is “Creating Solutions
for Loving and Living.” Speakers will include Geoffrey Grief,
author of the book entitled “Mothers Without Custody”. The cost
is $85.00, including lunch and two receptions. For information.
contact Mary McDonald (703) 257-7641.

National Council on Family Relations

The National Council on Family Relations (NCFR), a multi-
disciplinary family organization with 4,000 members, will hold
its 55th annual conference November 10-15, 1993 at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland. The conference theme is
"Moral Discourse on Families.” Speakers will include Andre
Billingslev. Gene Bethke Eishtain, and Susan Moller Okin. The
cost is $120.00 for members, and $190.00 for non-members.
Membership costs $195 including the conferenee. For informa-
tion. contact NCFR at (612) 781-9331, and ask for Cindy Winter.
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The Published
Views of Hillary
Rodham Clinton
on Children

The writings and policy positions
of Hillary Rodham Clinton, the wife
of President Clinton, are of impor-
tance because of her role in the Clin-
ton Administration, and her long
involvement in children’s issues. To
acquaint our readers with the context
in which she made known her views,
we here reproduce with permission
excerpts from several legal articles
she wrote, as originally reproduced in
the Washington Post, August 24,
1992. CRC would like to point out
that Mrs. Clinton’s legal arguments
could be used either to enhance the
two-parent family or to weaken the
two-parent family, possibly at the dis-
cretion of the child.

From “Children Under
the Law”

The phrasa “children’s rights” is a slo-
gan in search of definition. Invoked to sup-
port such disparate causes as world peace,
constitutional guarantees for delinquents,
affection for infants, and lowering the vot-
ing age, it does not yet reflect any coherent
doctrine regarding the status of children as
political beings.

Asserting that children are entitled to
rights and enumerating their needs does
not clarify the difficult issues surrounding
children’s legal status. These issues of fam-
ilv autonomy and privacy, state responsi-
bility, and children’s independence are
complex, but they determine how children
are treated by the nation's legislatures,
courts and administrative agencies.

This paper briefly sets out the legal
conception of children’s status underlying
American public policy and case law, and
suggests various ways in which this con-
ception needs major revision. There are
important new themes emerging in the
interpretation of children’s status under
the law, and several new directions which
future litigation and legislation in the
interest of children might take. Of particu-
lar interest is the trend toward recognizing
children’s need and interests as rights
under the law...

Claims of Right

'The basic rationale for depriving peo-
ple of rights in a dependency relationship
is that certain individuals are incapable
or undeserving of the right to take care of
themselves and consequently need social
institutions specifically designed to safe-
guard their position.

It is presumed that under the cir-
cumstances society is doing what is best
for the individuals. Along with the family,
past and present examples of such
arrangements inciude marriage, slavery,
and the Indian reservation system. The
relative powerlessness of children makes
them uniquely vulnerable to this ratio-
nale. Except for the institutionalized, who
live in a state of enforced childishness, no
other group is so totally dependent for its

- well-being on
choices made
by others...

Obvious-
ly this depen-
dency can be
explained to
a significant

degree by the

physical,

L intellectual,

d %, and psycho-
Hillary Rodham Clinton logical inca-

pacities of
{some) children which render them weak-
er than (some) older persons. But the phe-
nomenon must also be seen as part of the
organization and ideology of the political
system itself.

Lacking even the basic power to vote,
children are not able to exercise normal
constituency powers, articulating self-
interests to politicians working toward
specific goals. Young children in particu-
lar are probably not capable of organizing
themselves into a political group: they
must always be represented either by
their parents or by established govern-
mental or community groups organized to
lobby, litigate, and exhort on their behalf.

The causes of younger children have
not fared well, partly because these repre-
sentatives have loyalties diluted by con-
flicts between children’s rights and their
own institutional and professional goals.

Older children have organized them-
selves politically with some success, espe-
cially on the issues of the eighteen-year-
old vote, civil liberties of school students,
and anti-war activities, but they too have
relied heavily on the support of adults.

“Successful” reforms on behalf of chil-
dren—the establishment of juvenile
courts, the institution of public schooling,

(3
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the passage of child labor—were effected
only after vigorous political struggles.

While these legal reforms may now
seem, in the light of revisionist histories,
to have been catalyzed by questionable
motives, they did give children certain
legally enforceable rights not previously
held. Moreover, these reforms signalled
some change in general public attitudes
about children....

As stated earlier, claims of rights for
children fall into two broad categorical
claims that the rights which adults enjoy
be granted to children, and claims that
the special needs and interests of children
be recognized as rights. Legislation grant-
ing rights to either category probably is
preferable to judicial opinions decreeing
them, but both governmenta! branches
should be pressed to reexamine and
revise children’s status under the law.
Legal positions will contribute to a new
social attitude toward children’s rights....
from the Harvard Educational Revieu, 43:4, 1974

From ‘Children’s Rights:
A Legal Perspective’

Several years ago I wrote an article
in which I stated that “The Phrase ‘chil-
dren’s rights’ is a slogan in search of a
definition.” Although that search is still
continuing, there has been significant
progress in our efforts to define and
achieve children’s rights. I would like to .
discuss several aspects of that search and
to raise questions about the future of the
children’s rights movement.....

In the field of children’s rights, we
are not dealing primarily with existing
legal rights but with children’s needs and
interests and attempts to transform these
into enforceable rights. We are talking
about everything from compulsory school
attendance to driving privileges to nur-
turing requirements.

Children’s rights refer to a series of
relations. This is not unusual, for in the
law we often discuss a person’s legal posi-
tion vis-a-vis a certain set of circum-
stances. One has certain legal rights as a
citizen, as an employee, as an heir, as a
criminal defendant, and in other rules
within society. Let us think about chil-
dren’s rights in relation to the situation
out of which they come, or against which
they must be exercised. Children’s rela-
tions fall within four broad categories of
relations. which suggest certain rights:

1. Children's rights in relation to

the family

2. The rights of children without

families.
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Hillary Clinton's views (continued),

3. Children’s rights in juvenile
-oriented institutions
4. Children’s rights in society

Children’s Rights in Family
State Intervention

The first subissue concerns the situa-
tions in which family breakdown necessi-
tates state intervention, either in response
to voluntary requests for assistance by the
family or decisions by government repre-
sentatives to intervene between a family
and a child.

Through child abuse and neglect
statutes, society has attempted to define
the occasions when intervention may occur
under the authority given the state to
respond to parental requests for interven-
tion as when a parent tries to turn a child
over to an institution or request assistance
in raising a child because of the child’s
alleged incorrigibility.

The guiding principle by which deci-
sions in this area are to be measured is the
“best interests of the child.” But there is
extraordinarily flexibiiity inherent in this
concept and the discretion afforded to any
decision-maker authorized to enforce it.
Although the imprecision of our under-

. standing of human behavior and of the tools

we possess for intervening in families in
trouble requires considerable flexibility, the

. main complaints that have arisen against

the state’s exercise of its intervening powers
are that the authority has been abused.

All too often intervention in those fami-
lies that are most vulnerable to state con-
trol, such as the poor or unconventional or
ethnic and racial minorities, occurs princi-
pally because of the family’s powerlessness
rather than because of their needs.

This and other indictments of interven-
tions are all too tiue. However, they must
be balanced against the fact that too often.
on occasions when intervention is neces-
sary, it does not occur because of the deci-
sion maker’s extreme reluctance to inter-
rupt family life.

What is needed is a theory that ade-
quately explains the state’s appropriate
role in child rearing and provides suffi-
cient checks to the exercise of discretion to
ensure that authority is exercised only in
warranted cases.

The law, unfortunately. is not an
exact science and regardless of how care-
ful one tries to be, mistakes will still be
made.

That is. [ submit, a risk or cost we
have to accept until we develop a family
policy in this country that provides stig-
ma-free assistance to families in trouble
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before their problems reach the extreme
point of requiring wholesale intervention.

Although it is not a good analogy, one
might liken the state’s intervention in con-
ditions of extremity with the state’s power
to condemn, develop a public policy on pri-
vate property that would permit limited
state intervention in the use of that prop-
erty. For example, zoning restrictions and
scenic easements are relatively new fea-
tures of property law....

Now you might ask. What does all
this have to do with children’s rights? |
believe that when we speak about the
rights of children in relation to their fami-
lies under conditions of family failures, we
are really talking about the needs of chil-
dren to be cared for in order for their own
families to function successfully.

If those needs are not met, many of
the rights later available to the children
will be exercised ineffectively or not at all.
Unless we have a family policy in this
country, then whatever we do on behalf of
children in relation to their families will
continue to be band-aid medicine, lacking
clear objectives and subject to great
abuse....

Independent Decisions
by Children

The second subissue is whether and
to what extent children have a right to
make decisions that conflict with the deci-
sions that their parents or other
guardians wish made. Disagreements
between children and their parents are a
common occurrence and usually do not
rise to the level of a legal question. How-
ever, several such disagreements have
reached the courts, and a body of case law
has developed around them....

Because children now remain in the
family for longer periods, during which
they are still dependent but becoming
more and more adult, the opportunities
for intrafamily disputes have increased
dramatically. The fears that many people
have about the formulation of a family
policy or a law of children’s rights arise
from their concern about increasing gov-
ernment control over such intrafamily
disputes.

A letter sent out several years ago
about the Child and Family Development
Act urged persons to oppose the proposed
bill because it would, according to the
writers, allow children to take parents to
court if they were ordered to take out the
garbage. Family disagreements that
result in legal battles are, of course, of a
more serious nature. There are, for
instance. a line of cases in which a child
either wished or required a certain med-

L.
JJ

ical procedure that his or her parents
refused to provide.

In some case, the disagreement was
between the child and his or her parents
and in others between the parents and
medical experts. In both types of cases,
the state often enforced a child’s right to
receive necessary care....

Even among persons in the children’s
rights movement, there is a concern that
extending rights to children against their
parents is too difficult to control, and in
all but the most extreme cases such ques-
tions should be resolved by the families,
not the court.

I prefer that intervention into an
ongoing family be limited to decisions
that could have long-term and possibly
irreparable effects if they were not
resolved. Decisions about motherhood
and abortion, schooling, cosmetic surgery,
treatment of venereal disease, or employ-
ment, and others where the decision or
lack of one will significantly affect the
child’s future should not be made unilater-
ally by parents. Children should have a
right to be permitted to decide their own
future if they are competent...from the
Teacher's College Press, 1979

From “Children’s Policies:
Abandonment and Neglect”

Reviewing a book about children for
a law journal is like talking to W.C.
Fields about the subject: one senses that
the audience is not enthralled. By and
large, the legal profession considers chil-
dren—when it cousiders them at all—as
object of domestic relations and inheri-
tance laws or as victims of the cycle of
neglect, abuse, and delinquency. Yet the
law’s treatment of children is undergoing
great challenge and change. Presump-
tions about children’s capacities are being
rebutted: the legal rights of children are
being expanded.

As the structure of family life and the
role of children within it evolves, the law
is likely to become ever more embroiled in
social and psychological disputes about
the proper relationship between govern-
ment and family. The task for lawmakers
will be to draw the line between public
and private responsibility for children.

The task will not be easy, for the ris-
ing debate over public intervention in
family life has been emotionally charged.
To some extent this is unavoidable. The
very questions being asked invite fear
and confusion, since they touch deeply
held and often conflicting convictions
about family autonomy and childhood
needs.

Continued on page 16




Ford Resumes
Chairmanship;
CRC Represen-
tatives Testify

Harold H. Ford has resumed his
position as chairman of the Human
Resources Subcommittee of the Ways
and Means Committee, the House of
Representatives panel that handles
financial child support legislation, as
well as issues dealing with family
formation and family preservation.

Ford was barred under House
rules from functioning as chairman
. for several

years
because he
had been
indicted on
charges of
bank fraud.
mail fraud.
and con-
spiracy.
While
the case
pressed on
in the courts. Thomas Downey (D-
NY) became the acting chairman of
the subcommittee. Under Duwney's
leadership, the subcommittee passed
the 1988 Family Support Act, which
tightened up on financial child sup-
port, and also created the federal
access visitation grants to the states.

Following Downey's defeat in the
November, 1992 election, Robert
Matsui (D-CA) became the acting
chairman of the subcommittee.

Ford's first trial in his home
town of Memphis. Tennessee, ended
in a hung jurv. with black members
of the jury voting for acquittal of
Ford, who is also black. and white
members of the jury voting for con-
viction. In a second trial held outside
of Memphis, a jury of 11 whites and
one black voted to acquit Ford in
April, 1993,

Chairman Ford

- In Congress

Representatives of CRC have
testified various times before this
important House subcommittee—
twice during the months of March
and April, 1993.

In one session, March 30. 1993,
in a joint hearing with the Commit-
tee on Select Revenue Measures,
headed by
Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-
NY), Laurie
Casey, a
recently
named poli-
cy analyst
for CRC,
flew from
her home
in upstate
New York
to testify on behalf of CRC. Ms.
Casey also represented Vermonters
for Strong Families, a CRC-affiliate
organization,

CRC Attacked

Following Ms. Casey’s prepared
statement. Rep. Matsui, who was at
that time the acting chairman, angri-
lv said it was a gross misnomer for
the Children's Rights Council to call
itself a children’s rights group, and
that Ms. Casey was confusing the
issues.

In a subsequent sparring
exchange of views, Ms. Casey made
the following points:

* “only 19 percent of child sup-
port collected on behalf of welfare
recipient children actually reaches
the children. The balance is retained
by state and federal governments as
welfare reimbursements and incen-
tives to collect support. The poorest
of our poor, welfare recipient chil-
dren. are paying for the entire pro-
gram of child support collections.”

Ms. Casey said she had no objec-
tion to reimbursement by the non-

Laurie Casey

custodial parents for what the states-

pay directly to the custodial parents
for child support, but that if a non-
custodial parent pays bevond that.
the additional child support pavment
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should go to the child, not to the
state and federal government.

In a follow-up letter to Rep. Mat-
sui, Ms. Casey noted that the aver-
age welfare grant in the U.S. is $388,
and the average child support pay-
ment collected for one child is $219,
but the state only forwards $50 as
child support to the child’s house-
hold. The rest is retained for welfare
reimbursement and incentives to col-
lect support.

In a welfare household with two
children from two different parents,
and both noncustodial parents are
paying support, only one $50 check is
“passed through” to the custodial
household.

Casey said she informed Matsui
that his home state of California had
made $88.5 million profit in 1991
under this plan.

All statistics cited by Casey come
from the 16th annual Report to Con-
gress by the Office of Child Support
Enforcement, U.S. Health and -
Human Services. Copies of the
Report may be ordered from HHS or
from your member of Congress. :

Schroeder Agrees with
Casey

Following Casey’s testimony, an
upstate New York newspaper, the
Press-Republican, interviewed Rep.
Pat Schroeder (D-CT), for a response
to Casey’s testimony.

Schroeder conceded that the
nationwide practice of the states tak-
ing a portion of the child support
check to pay the states a commission
for collecting support is undesirable.

But, Schroeder said, “what can
we do as motivation for them (the
states). I just don’t know. States
don’t want to collect for other states,
and they only want to collect support
in-state, if they can get out of making
AFDC (Aid to Families with Depen-
dent Children) payments, but what
other kind of club do we use?”

Sehroeder was also quoted in the
Press-Republican as saving “each
year we try to do more about child
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support, and we think we have the
answer, and then we find we don't.
That is one thing that just totally
frustrates me.”

Casey’s answer, as quoted in the
Press-Republican article April 16,
1993, is that “Instead of being a ref-
eree, the government should be a
team player, which means that both
parents are part of the team. Keep-
ing both parents involved in their
children’s lives is the key to child
support. Money alone is not the
answer to our children’s plight. The
real question to be asking are those
concerning how to ensure our chil-
dren the emotional and financial
support of two parents,”

Head of Household
Treatment

In her testimony on March 30,

Casey also suggested that Congress
should do away with the favored
head of household filing status, and
replace it with a single parent filing
status, in order to encourage the
sharing of the tax exemption for the
" child.
Ms. Casey also testified about
_the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC}) which Congress is consider-
ing increasing. This is a tax credit to
working poor parents. Ms. Casey
suggested that non-custodial parents
should share in any increase in that
credit. This is because in the 1988
Survey of Absent Parents Pilot Study
(Urban Institute, Washington, D.C.
19881, 40 percent of noncustodial
parents were living below the pover-
ty line.

Ms. Casey also testified that if
Congress increases the child exemp-
tion, now set at $2,300. it should con-
sider enacting a shared dependency
tax exemption in cases where both
parents are supporting the children.
Under such a plan, both parents
would share in the dependency
exemption, unless a judge rules oth-
erwise.

For many years. the non-custodi-
al parent received the child exemp-
tion. But in 1985, Congress changed
the law so that the custodial parent
would receive the exemption. The
change was made as a rider to anoth-
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er bill, without any hearings. Under
Casey’s proposal, the exemption
would be shared, unless a judge
ruled otherwise.

Since testifying before Congress,
Ms. Casey says media interest in her
views have increased in the four
states where she has media con-
tacts—New York, Vermont, Con-
necticut and Massachusetts. “Having

testified at a Congressional hearing .

is giving me credibility as I talk
about these issues.”

She said she gets media atten-
tion especially when she talks about
the welfare conspiracy against chil-
dren, “by which I mean the proce-
dure by which only $50 of child sup-
port reimbursement for welfare pay-
ments reaches the child.”

Casey is a custodial and noncus-
todial parent. She is the mother of 14
year old Thomas, and the stepparent
of 11 year old Megan.

Anyone wishing to assist Ms.
Casey in tax policy issues may con-
tact her at Post Office Box 81, Mori-
ah Center, New York 12961, phone
(518) 942-3366.

For a copy of her testimony. send
10.00 to Ms. Casey for postage and
handling, or write to the Human
Resources Subcommittee, House
Ways and Means, Washington, D.C.
20515.

Other Testimony

CRC President David L. Levy
testified at a hearing before the
Human Resources Committee in
March, 1993.

Levy spoke in favor of measures
to encourage family formation and
family preservation, but in cases of
divorce, he urged legislation that
would ensure a child the two parents
the child would normally have had
during the marriage.

This, Levy said, would produce
better parenting for children, as well
as improved financial support. For a
copy of Levy's statement to the sub-
committee, and supporting materials,
send $10.00 for postage and handling
to CRC.

New Senate
Committee Head

Senator Duniel Patrick Moyni-
han (D-NY) was the chairman of the
Social Security and Family Policy
subcommittee of the Senate Finance
Committee, the panel in the Senate
that handles child support and other
family legislation. When Senator
Lloyd Bentsen left the chairmanship
of the full Finance Committee to
become Treasury Secretary in the
Clinton Administration, Moynihan
became the powerful chairman of the
Finance Committee.

Succeeding Moynihan as chair-
man of the Social Security and Fami-
ly Policy Committee is John Breaux
(D-LA). The members of the subcom-
mittee are Moynihan, Robert Dole
(R-KS). and David Durenberger (R-
MN).

Directory of
Organizations

Copies of CRC’s “Parenting Inter-
national Directory,” the fourth edi-
tion of its directory, are still available
in hard copy (updated annually) and
on IBM 5 1/4” and 3 1/2” disks (updat-
ed semi-annually). The cost is $12.00
for either format for CRC members,
and $15.00 for non-members.

The directory can be a valuable
resource in making referrals around
the country to and from your organi-
zation.

Order your copy of the fourth edi-
tion now from CRC.

The fifth edition will be available
in the summer of 1993.

For a listing of 75 books,
reports, and audio video
tapes available in our
“Catalog of Resources,” write
to CRC, 220 Eye Street N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20002.
Non-members enclose $1.00
for the catalog. Thank you.
Membership is $35.00
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CRC Chapters
The Stepfamily Association

of America (SAA), the largest
stepfamily organization in the
United States, with more than
65 chapters nationwide, has
affiliated with the Children’s
Rights Council.

The decision was made by
the SAA Board at a meeting on
April 24, 1993 in Pittsburgh.

“CRC has an ability to
bring diverse groups together
towards common goals. We like that,” said Judith L.
Bauersfeld, Ph.D., president of SAA.

“SAA and CRC have worked informally together for a
few years, and we are delighted at that decision to affili-
ate,” said CRC President David L. Levy.

SAA, which was founded in the early 1980’s by Emi’y
Visher, Ph.D., and John Visher, M.D,, is dedicated to edu-
cation and research around the issues related to stepfami-
lies.

SAA, which is headquartered in Lincoln, Nebraska,
participated in the first press conference ever held on
Capitol Hill by various organizations concerned with “bal-
anced family law legislation.” At the press conference,
CRC,. SAA, Grandparents United for Children’s Rights,
and Mothers Without Custody, joined together in urging
Congress to pass a balancing amendment to the
Hyde/Shelby bill. A prpovision for a national commission
on child welfare, including access/visitation, was subse-
quently added to the bill (see article elsewhere in this
issue).

Levy announced that Bauersfeld has been named to
CRC’s Advisory Panel.

Jennifer Isham, the president of Mothers Without
Custody, and Ethel Dunn, executive director of Grandpar-
ents United for Children’s Rights, two other national
organizations affiliated with CRC, are also members of
the Advisory Panel.

Levy also announced that CRC has accepted SAA’s
invitation to affiliate with SAA. Individuals wanting
information on how to join SAA through CRC should con-
tact the CRC office.

Judith Bauersfeld

State Chapter Developments

Sheila Sands is CRC’s new coordinator in Massachu-
setts. Ms. Sands, who lives in West Springfield, Mass, is a
marketing consultant, grandmother, and newly-elected
public library trustee in West Springfield. Assistant co-
ordinator in Massachusetts is Sue Parker, a stepmother
and nurse in West Roxbury, near Boston.

CRC seeks to form chapters throughout the country,
in order to assist the citizens of each state with that
state’s unique laws. Custody reform is primarily handled
on the state level, although Congress is entering the field

more and more. If you are part of a national network, you
vill generally get a better reception than a group that is
limited to one state or community.

Coordinators of our state chapters maintain contact
by mail exchange and cross-country telephone conference
calls between the chapters and CRC national. In this way,
chapters can benefit from each other and do not have to
constantly “re-invent the wheel”.

Chapters exist in 23 states.

If you live in a state where there is a CRC chapter, we
urge you to join the chapter. In this way, you will be net-
working with a chapter and national CRC to reform cus-
tody law and attitudes around the country. By becoming a
member of the chapter, you also become a member of
national CRC.

If you would to learn if a chapter is forming in your
state, write or call CRC. If you would like to form a chap-
ter in your own state or community, write to CRC for our
Affiliation Booklet.

This 37-page booklet explains everything you want to
know about affiliation.

After reviewing the booklet, arite to Eric Anderson of
Texas, CRC chapter coordinator, for further information.
Eric’s address is listed on page 19.

Note: CRC’s name is protected by federal trademark law.

(Continued on Page 19)

A hundred vears from now
it will not matter

what my bank account was,
»  the sort of house I lived in,
or the kind of car [ drove.
But, the world may be different ;
because I was important

in the life of a child.
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Author Unknown
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Media Contacts

CRC’s National office in Wash-
ington, D.C. is fielding from 5 to 10

media inquiries a week. Press people

often ask for statistics and facts.
Within the past few months,
inquiries have come from as far away
as the BBC and German TV.

CRC representatives have
appeared on TV and radio in various
localities, including David Dinn,
Indiana CRC coordinator, who
appeared cn a “Sally Jesse Raphael”
segment in January, producing sev-
eral hundred calls to CRC offices.

CRC has also been quoted in var-
ious print media recently, including a
Knight-Ridder syndicated article,
The Army Times. the Washington
Times, the Philadelphia Inquirer, the

Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel.

Sonny Burmeister, head of the
Georgia Council for Children’s
Rights, has been quoted in Time
magazine, CBS radio, CNN, Christ-
ian Broadcasting Network, and other
media discussing domestic violence
issues as they affect children and
families.

Jeff Strang, a representative of
Children’s Rights Council of Illinois,
appeared on the "Oprah Winfrey”
show in January to discuss
access/visitation interference. Strang
said “you must love your children
more than vou hate the other
spouse.”

Anna Keller, vice president of
CRC; Burmeister; and Barbara
Dafoe Whitehead appeared on the
Family Law and Justice program in
April aired by attorney Louis Kiefer.

The program, part of the newly
formed America Talk syndication,
was broadcast on radio stations in
five states.

David L. Levy appeared on the
same station a week later.

Ron Hoosier, a CRC activist liv-
ing temporarily in California,
appeared on a radio station in Sacra-
mento, CA. to complain of access
problems for children and parents in
California.

CRC was pleased to be listed as
the supporting organization for a
rally on Capitol Hill sponsored by the
Child Welfare League of America on
March 18. The CWLA is a large
organization ($7 million annual bud-
get) formed in 1920, that works on
foster care and other child-related
1ssues.

Hillary Clinton

Continued form page 12

“There are as many policy propos-

"als as there are theories of child-rear-

ing. Adults advance opinions about

. public policy that they consider vali-

dated by their own personal experi-
ence as children.

Prcfessional surrogates for chil-
dren claim to v.ant “everything good
for kids”. The mecandering road
toward a comprehensive children’s
policy is paved with good intentions,
most of them “as resis
tant to translation into legislative pol-
icy as (they are) unexceptionable.”

The difficulties in shaping chil-
dren’s policy stem not only from the
sentiments that attach to the issues
but also from a cultural reluctance to
make children’s needs a public
responsibility. Politicians, not wishing
to appear as advocates of interference
with the family. balk at turning their
Boys Town rhetoric into public com-
mitments on any but the safest of
issues.

Besides, for most public officials
the idea or a federal policy for chil-
dren is alien. In o recent address to a
conference I attended on children’s
needs. a United States senator admit-
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ted he knew noth. z about the subject
and would have felt more comfortable
discussing energy. Policymakers are
simply not accustomed to thinking
about children’s needs in the same

ways they think about missile devel-
opment, dam construction or even old-
age assistance.

from Yale Law Journad. S6:7. 1977,

appeal court cases.

a Child’s Constitutional Right™.

In Need of Legal Help?

If your case is on appeal, and involves a broad legal principle (such as
joint custody/shared parenting. parental kidnapping, or the fairness of
some domestic relations law or procedure), CRC may be able to file an
amicus curiae (Friend of the Court) brief, as we have done in other state

If we win the case on behalf of a child. as we have won cases in New
Jersey. Wisconsin, Ohio. and elsewhere, the case can serve as precedent
for other cases heard in that state. and elsewhere in the country.

We can only consider cases on appeal. We have been asked to enter
cases at the trial level twhich are not yet on appeal), but we regret we do
not yet have the resources to do this.

Do you need legal help in a case? Is the case (or will it be) on appeal?
Does the case have broad applicability? If the answer to three questions is
yes, contact CRC. To increase your chances of winning on appeal, make
cortain that all constitutional arguments are raised in the lower court.

Legal arguments appear in CRC Report No. LI02A (“Joint Custody as

If a mental health professional or other expert has made a finding or
statement that is helpful. let us know.

An amicus curiae brief is not the main brief in the case filed by you or
vour attorney: it is an extra brief filed by CRC to draw the court'’s atten-
tion to the importance of this case. and its effect on children’s rights.

Attorneys for CRC are interested in handling these cases on a reason-
able fee basis. As mentioned above, we can only consider cases on appeal.
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Court Cases

Marital Fault Held Relevant
to Custody Award

A lower court should not have granted physical custody of
two children to an adulterous mother, the Mississippi Supreme
Court has ruled. The parents were both found fit. and granted
joint legal custody. The Supreme Court said that. although mari-
tal fault should not be a sanction in determining custody. it was a
relevant factor to consider. The trial judge had attached “too
much weight to difficulties that might be created by the father's
work schedule, and too little to the mother's moral fitness,” the
Supreme Court said.

Moak v. Moak; Miss SupCt.. No. 91-CA-0465, 12/31/92

Arbitration on Custody
Disputes Not Binding

An arbitration award of child custody is not binding in
court, if one of the parties challenges the award as not being in
the best interests of the <hildren. according to the Pennsylvania
Superior Court. The court agreed that state law favors private
resolution of disputes. It noted that the parents agreed that the
father would have custody. and that they also agreed that dis-
putes not resolved by mediation would be submitted to arbitra-
tion. When the father sought child support. the mother submit-
ted the custody issue to mediation, and subsequently to arbitra-
tion, where the decision went in favor of the mother getting cus-
todyv. The father refused to relinquish custody. and the mother
sought to have the arbitrators’ decision enforced as a court
order. The Superior Court said that courts are not bound to con-
firm the results of arbitration in custody cases, noting an earlier
ruling that contracts as to the custody of minor children can
always be set aside in the best interests of the child. However.
the court also said that arbitration provisions of this nature are
not contrary to public policy. and remanded the case for a deter-
mination as to whether the arbitrators’ decision should be
enforced.

{Miller (Detweiler) v. Miller: Pa SuperCt.. No. 40 Phil. 1992,
2/19/93).

Unproven Allegations of Child Abuse Ade-
quate Basis for Visitation
Restrictions

A divorced father could properly be restricted to supervised visi-
tation with his son. because of allegations that he had sexually
abused the child, even though the allegations had neither been
proved nor disproved, the New York Supreme Court ruled. The
Supreme Court disserted from a comment by the trial judge that.
even if there were a one in 10,000 chance that the abuse claim was
true, she would not take that chanee with the child. Nevertheless,
the Supreme Court said restriction on the father'’s visits was clearly
in the child best’ s interests. As factors. it cited the serious nature of
the allegation. the child s age (31, and the undisputed emotional dete-
rioration of the child.

(New York ex rel. HK. v. M.S: NY AppDiv IstDept., NYLJ 17227/93).

Removal of Child Does not Pre-empt Need for
Best Interests Analysis

A father should not have been granted custody of his child
merely because the mother violated the court’s orders, retained
the child in Norway, and prevented the father from exercising
vigitation for more than two years, the Alaska Supreme Court
held. A best interests analysis is an essential component to a
custody determination, and is not pre-empted by a parent’s non-
cooperation, the Supreme Court said. The Supreme Court over-
turned the custody award to the father, and remanded for a
redetermination of custody based on a best interests analysis.

Hakas v. Bergenthal; Alaska SupCt., No. 3907, 12/24/92

(In the reheanng, CRC wonders if the “best interest” argu-
ment was raised by citing the research regarding the greater
risks that children face by being raised in single parent house-
holds).

Child Support Can’t be Cut Because of New
Business Launch

A father who left a salaried position as a warehouse super-
visor in the face of changed job conditions. cannot have his child
support and maintenance obligations suspended because the
new business he launched after leaving is not expected to gener-
ate any income in its early phase. according to the Wisconsin
Court of Appeals, Second District. The issue for the court was *
whether the man left his warehouse supervisor job voluntarily.
He was reassigned from first-shift to third-shift supervisor, told
that advancement was improbable, and the position was sched- ~
uled for elimination within two years. When he was offered a
separation package. he terminated his employment and pur-
chased a video rental franchise from which he did not expect to
draw a salary until the business was viable. The Appeals Court
said the man’s decision to leave the first job, although “well-
intended.” was voluntary, adding that he could have started the
new business while continuing in his existing employment..
Those who are obliged to pay support or maintenance have only
a qualified, not an absolute. right to make career decisions that
will diminish the income available to meet their obligations, the
Appeals Court said.

(Van Offeren v. Van Offeren; Wis CtApp. 2dDist., No. 92—
0530. 12/30/92).

These cases are summarized from Family Law Reporter.
and appear here by permission of the publisher. The Bureau of
National Affairs, Ine.

The Gregory K case

CRC had filed a friend of the court brief during the trial
court hearing in that Florida case in 1992, Qur brief did not
argue where the 12 year old boy (then known as Gregory K
should live. but only stated that a child should not have to bring
a proceeding in his own name to terminate his parents parental
rights,

We had argued that adults—such as state officials, or the
foster parents who wanted to adopt the boy, should bring the
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proceedings. The mother whose rights were terminated in court
has appealed the decision that allowed the adoption by the fos-
ter parents, but CRC has not filed a friend of the court brief on
appeal.

After extensive discussions within CRC, and among our
caapter coordinators, we have not reached consensus on
whether a parental termination case should be brought by the
child in his or her own name. Thus, we have decided not to be
involved on the appeal.

We know thts adoption is what the child wanted. and from
having met George Russ, the adoptive father. we believe that
the boy—who changed his name to Shawn Russ—is in a good,
safe home, the kind of home he has always wanted—and that

every child wants and should have.

We wish Shawn and his new family well. And yet we are
still concerned that family preservation (parenti-. ) services
were not provided to Shawn’s natural family tinclu g his two
brothers) in Florida, so that the deterioration of Shawn’s family
life might have been prevented. And thus the family would have
had a better shot at working out their problems.

In Michigan’s "Families First" program, social workers
work intensively with families for 90 days to develop basic par-
enting skills. Why does Michigan invest so much in this inten-
sive program? Because the state knows that family break-up
will be much more damaging to families, and more costly to the
state.

Thank You, Gontributors!

We wish to thank those who have joined. renewed their membership. contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from
January 1. 1993 through March 31. 1993 * Denotes life member of CRC (financial contributior. totalir.g $500 or more}.

* Paul Alexander
Ron Anderson

Jack Arbuthnot
Meena Bhojray

1. Billingsley
Leonard Blayer
Kirn Boedecker-Fivy
Dennis Boytim
Robert Braid

Divid Bruer

J Robert Burk
Horace Burmeister
Veroniea Burt
Thomas= Cabot
Anthony Cannone
Pam Carvier-Oliwa
John Carter

J Peter Cary
Karen Chandler
James Conatser
Marnlyn Cordell Hall
David Courson
Traey & Schley Cox
Jenmifer Cunanings
Nick Cartis

Ann Danner
Debbie Daugherts

Michael & D. Daugherty

Cathenne DeCamp
Charles Deckard
Rax Delevie

David Dinn

Betty Duftes

Sasan Durham
Roliert Fier
Shannon Elling<worth
Alfred Elhis

Mark Entrekin
Michael Eawimg
Daniel Fedeli
Diane Ferkler
William Fetzner
Karl Firmbach
Erme Foretich.

St Friedman
Gary Garrntt
Dirvd Garrad
Richel Garron

Lee Gernane
Subhen Ghosh
Michael Gihson
JetY Golden

Conrad Greene
Max Greganch
Rasmond flagenbuch
Do Hall

Diame Halvorsen
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Ellena Hand
Robert Harrizon
Raymond Hart
Lavri Hassinger
Janet Haworth
Ellan Heit

Marie Henderson
William Hess
Elizabeth Hickeys
Chris Hill

Laura Hooghuis
Robert Howard
Tazewell Hubard
Duane Humphrey
Michael Jasinski
Brad Johnson
Lance Johnson
Robert Johnson
S, Kelly Jordan
Edmund Julian
Lawrence Kaplan
Arthur Katz
Robert Kelly
Hene Kesselman
Hal Kimes

Carl Klein

Kris Khine

Jim Klopman
Walter Kuckes
Debra Kulak
Thomas Kuntz
Steven Lamberg
Pierre Landry
Vicki Lansky
Carl Lanzisera
Angie Lapish

Art Larson

Paul FLeBon
Todd LeRoy
Richard Lee
Ronald favesque
Cyntlia Lewis
Denms Lews
Israel Lichtenstem
Jervy & Linda Ratats
Steve Lank

Tom lLappman

J Lotu

Charles and D Luomra

Pete MacCallum
Daonald MacMaster
Harlan Marks
Dale Marmaduke
Richard Marun
Jeft MeClarnon
Tom Mclauml
Mane MeManmon

Roh Miller

Luther Miller

J. Eric Hinton
James Morning
John Mullany
Ellen Muller
Beverly Mussetter
Meri lel Newman
Michae! ODeli
Richard O'Neil
Paul Orlando
Nancey Jane Panter
Ken Pangborn
Charles Philhps
Stephen Powitz
Jeannie Prather
Brett Price

John Pulemelia
Robert Quinlan
Ronald Robinson
Dominick Romano
Eileen Rosenfeld-Barke
Michael Roviance
Jon Rvan

William Ryan
Deborah Schneider
Thomas Schuinaker
Lita Schwartz

J. David Sharp
Margaret Shone
Kenneth Skilling
Howard Smith
Linda Snyder

Ann Southard
Phalip Stahl

Mark & Shern Stanley
Randy Stoker
Viviam Stoutimore
Robert Strahan
Joxeph Sanderlimd
Stephen Swisher
John Talerco
Gregory Tuvlor
Becky Thayer
“William Toto
Gregr Waller

Merle Weleh

Alan Werner

Dioug West

Jun Whinston
Thomas Willunson
I3 Wilson

J Hershy Worch
Anna Yee

Caralyn Ziemann
John Zammeviman
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CRC Chapters

(Continued from Page 15)

National Affiliate Organizations

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC)
P.O. Box 27418

Houston, TX 77227-7418

phone (7131 840-1626

Jennifer Isham. president

Grandparents United for Children’s Rights
(GUCR)

137 Larkin Street

Madison, W1 53705

phone (6081 238-8751

Ethel Dunn, executive director

Stepfamily Association of America (SAA)
215 Centennial Mall South. Suite 212
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505

(4021477-7837

Judith Bauersfeld, president

CRC Chapters

Alabama

CRC of Alabama

454 Morphy Avenue
Fairhope, AL 36532
E.D. Wiison. coordinator

Alaska

Alaska Dads and Moms

2225 Arctic Boulevard. Ste 303
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
(907)274-7358

Gary Maxwell, state coordinator

Alaska Family Support Group
P.O. Box 111691

Anchorage. AK 99511-1691

19071 344-7707

Jim Arnesen. president

Second Wives and Children
P.O. Box 875731

Wasilla, AK 99687-5731
(9071376-1445

Tracy Driskill. president

CRC of California
and San Francisco chapter
2547 Noriega Street. Suite 333
San Francisco. CA 94122
1415) 753-8315
Lou Ann Bassan. state coordinator

CRC of California

Sacramento chapter
P.O. Box 60811
Sacramento, CA 95860
Patricia Gehlen. chair
(9161 635-2590

Coloradc

CRC of Colorado

P O. Box 280084

Lakewood, CO R0228

13031 980-6903

Valerie Ozsu, state coordinator

Delaware

CRC of Delaw are

P.O. Box 182

Bethel. DE 19931

13021 875-7353

Bill Barrall. coordinator
(302 734-8522

James Morming, president

Florida

CRC of Flomda

113 W. Tara Lakes Dnve
Boynton Beach, Florda 33436
4071 39H-55H12

Protr Blass. coordinator

Georgia

CRC of Georgia

P.O. Box 70486

Marietta, GA 30007-0486
(4041928-7110

Sonny Burmeister, coordinator

Nlinois

CRC of lllinois

P.O. Box 786

Pekin, IL 61555-0786
1309) 697-3235

Ann Danner. coordinator

Indiana

CRC of Indiana

2625 N. Meridian. Swte 202
Indianapolis. IN 46208
13171 925-5433

David Dinn. coordinator

Iowa

Fathers for Equal Rights. Inc.
3623 Douglas Avenue

Des Moines, LA 50310

(515) 277-8789

Dick Woods. coordinator

Professionals Serving

Custoedial and Non-Custodial Parents
15151264-9511

Eric Borseth, J.D.

Kanszas

CRC of Kansas/Misscuri
5516 Mission Road
Fairway. KS 66205-2721
(913, 831-0190

Roger Doeren, coordinator

Kentucky

CRC of K. 1tucky
1645 Robin Road
Owensboro, KY 43201
15021 684-6100

Tracy Cox, coordinator

Maryland

CRC of Maryland

417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring. MD 209104254
13011 588-0262

Harvey Walden. coordinator

Massachusetts
Sheila Sands, coordinator (4131 737-4900
Sue Parker (6171 323-6028. assistant coordinator

Concerned Fathers of Massachusetts. Inc.
P.O. Box 2768

Springfield, MA 01101-2763

1413) 736-7432

Michigan

CRC of Michigan

P.0O. Box 416

Lawton, MI 49065-0416

16161 247-5868

Heather Rowlison, coordinator

New Jersey

New Jersey Council for Children’s Righis (NJCCR?
P.O. Box 615

Wayne, NJ 07470-0615

1201) 694-9323

Erich Sturn. president

New York

C'RC of New York

35 Front Street

Binghamton. NY 13905

(6071 7T85-9338

Kim Boedecker-Frey, coordinator

Ohio

9681 Harding Hwy E
Galion, OH 44833

14191 B45-2572

Kathy Clark. coordinator

Pennsylvania

P.E.A.C.E. (Parer.ts Equality and Children’s Equali-
ty)

20 1/2 S. Bradford St.

Allentown, PA 18103

(215) 776-4194

Gary Onuschak, coordinator

Texas

Texas Children's Rights Coalition (TCRC)

P.O. Box 12961

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

(512) 499-TCRC

Eric Anderson, coordinator and nationwide chapter
coordinator

Vermont

Vermonters for Strong Families
RR1, Box 284A

E. Montpelier, VT 05651

(802 436-3089

Fred Tubbs, coordinator

Virginia

CRC of Virginia. Tidewater chapter
3029 Yakima Road

Chesapeake, VA 23325

(804) 543-5993

Michael Ewing, president

Cindy Lewis, state coordinator

CRC of Virginia, Richmond chapter
8935 Patterson Avenue

Richmond. VA 23229

(804) 740-9889

Murray Steinberg, president

Fathers United for Equal Right's and Women's
Coalition

P.O. Box 1323

Arlington, VA 22210-1323

(703) 451-8580

Paul Robinson, presidernt

Volunteers, Materials,
Services Needed

Are you interested in office work,
public relations, fund-raising, member-
ship development, tax issues affecting
the family, advocacy, research or writ-
ing? Or would you like to form an CRC
chapter in your state, city or county? If
so, please write to CRC. We will send
you information. Thank you.

If you can donate materials to
CRC, such as computers, typewriters,
fax machines, or telephones, we can use
them at our national office in Washing-
ton, D.C. or give them to our chapters
around the country. And you can obtain
a tax deduction for your contribution.

If you know of an accounting firm
that does audits for non-profit groups,
and the firm would consider doing an
annual audit for CRC pro bono or at a
reduced rate, please let us know. We
currently pay a substantial amount of
money for our annual audit and IRS
Form 990.

SrEAax Ovt FOR CHILDREN
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send completed form to CRC, 220 I Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362.
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License Revocation Bill Also Under Consideration

House Passes Support Modification Bill

he House of Representatives has passed

I a bill that would sharply limit the abili-

ty of states to modify child support
orders entered into in other states.

The bill, H.R. 454, approved by voice vote
on August 2, 1993, is aimed at preventing
forum-shopping to obtain modifications of
child support orders entered into in other
states. The bill is expected to be considered by
the Senate this fall.

The report accompanying the bill said “This
provision does not discriminate against
fathers or non-custodial parents. Indeed, it is
completely neutral with regard to gender or
custodial status. The provision applies with
equal force to custodial parents, including
mothers, who relocate and subsequently seek
a modification of a support order entered in
anothe, state.”

However, the only examples the Report
gives are of non-custodial parents who move
to other states to seek downward modifica-
tions of support orders entered into the state
where the custodial parent and children are
living. The Report said such actions “con-
tribute to the growing problem of relatively
low levels of child support payments in inter-
state cases and to inequities in child support
payment levels which are based solely on the
non-custodial parent’s choice of residence.”

No examples are given of custodial parents
relocating to other states, cutting off access of
the child to the non-custodial parent, and
seeking upward modifications of support. Nor

does the bill propose that states be required to
honor visitation orders entered into in other
states,

The bill is based on a recommendation of
the Interstate Child Support Commission,
which issued its report last year.

Margaret Campbell Haynes, who chaired
the Commission, previously wrote in “Speak
Qut for Children” (Fall, 1992) that “...if the
custodial parent and the child move from the
issuing state, and the noncustodial parent
stays there, the modification hearing will be
in the state of the noncustodial parent.
Convenience to the custodial parent or IV-D
agency is irrelevant.”

Haynes said the recommendation for uni-
formity also stems from the Uniform
Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA), rec-
ommended by the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Law.

See Support Bill page 5

Former Chief Justice Burger receives award from Elliott H.
Diamond and David L, Levy of CRC (See Story on page 3).

CRC’S EIGHTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE WILL BE APRIL 13-17, 1994 AT THE HOLIDAY INN,
BETHESDA, MARYLAND (the same conference site as in 1993). PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING.
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CRC Presents
Award to Former
Chief Justice

Burger

CRC presented a “Distinguished
Healer™ award to former Chief Justice
of the United States Warren E.
Burger in a ceremony on March 24,
1993.

When he was Chief Justice of the
United States, Burger had, according
to press reports, urged lawyers to be
healers, not litigators.

During the half-hour ceremony in
his august chambers in the U.S.
Supreme Court Building. Burger said
he had actually urged that lawyers be
“healers, not gunslingers”, but appar-
ently. someone sanitized the com-
ment.

CRC named the healer awards it
gives each year to lawyers, judges and
others in the domestic relations area
after Burger “because of his words of
wisdom to attorneys,” said Elliott H.
Diamond. a co-founder of CRC. who
attended the ceremony.

The meeting with Burger was
informal and chatty. Burger noted
that after his retirement as Chief
Justice in 1985, he has been busy.
One of his jobs was as Chairman o
the Bicentennial Commission, which
supervised the observance of govern-
ment activities celebrating the U.S.
200's birthday.

The several vear-long observation
of the U.S. bicentennial is culminat-
ing in a book about the Bicentennial.
which was written by Burger. The
book is due to be published by Simon
and Schuster in 1994, he said.

The award given to Burger is an
engraved plaque. It said “To The
Honorable Warren E. Burger, former
Chief Justice of the United States. for
advocating that lawvers be healers,
not litigators—vou have helped chil-
dren throughout the country.”

Others attending the ceremony
were (RC President David 1. Levy.,
CRC activist Don Bieniewicz, and
CRC college legislative interns Brian
Brilliant, Mary Kay Saverino, and
David Moravek.

{See photo on page 1)

Support Bill
Continued from page 1

But Don Chavez of New Mexico.
who represented non-custodial par-
ents and children on the Commission,
wrote in response to Haynes in our
Fall, 1992 issue that “the mere fact
that the parent with custody moves to
another state would not be enough to
remove jurisdiction to the state under
UIFSA; but any action by the non-
custodial parent that was seen as con-
doning or encouraging the move
would be interpreted as conferving
jurisdiction on the new state to hear a
modification order.”

This could be, speculated Chavez,
as simple as a non-custodial parent
helping the child to pack a bag for the
move to where the custodial parent is
living. The state where the custodial
parent and child have moved to would
then be the forum to hear any child
support modification orders.

Chavez says “instead of H.R. 454,
which skirts the issue, Congress
should be passing legislation that gets
to the heart of protecting the constitu-
tional right of children to have full
and active parenting by their mothers
and fathers. regardless of the parents’
marital situation. Where there is
such parenting, the money will flow
more naturally, without huge govern-
ment intervention.”

H.R. 454 was sponsored by Rep.
Barnev Frank (D-MA).

Revocation Bill

A wide-ranging financial child sup-
port bill (S. 689) introduced by Sen.
Bradley (D-NJ1, would. if passed by
Congress, provide the following:

* require the states to establish
procedures for withholding profes-
sional or occupational licenses from
noncustodial parents who owe sup-
port:

¢ require the states to deny driver's
licenses to parents who owe support:

* authorize attachment by states of
bank accounts of obligor parents;

» authorize 1RS assistance in col-
lection of support arrearages;

o authorize attachment of public
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and private retirement funds;

* require the states to provide
criminal penalties for non-support:

¢ require the federal government to
fund child support assurance demon-
stration projects, under which the
government would provide a mini-
mum assistance to a custodial parent
and child if sufficient support is not
being paid; the government would still
attempt to collect the support;

* require support to continue until
the age of 18 or until a child gradu-
ates from a secondary school;

¢ require the states to give courts
discretionary power to order child
support up to age 22 if a child attends
a college or vocational school;

* require social security numbers
on marriage licenses and child sup-
port orders;

¢ allow state child support agencies
to access and use credit reporting
agencies;

* establish laws which provide for
a rebuttable presumption that the
choice made by the obligee of health
care insurance for the children is
appropriate;

* tighten parental establishment
procedures at hospitals;

* establish a “National Child
Support Guidelines Commission™

¢ expand the Parent Locator
System to include visitation orders. At
present, the Parent Locator System
can only be used to find the location of
parents who owe financial child sup-
port. and in parental kidnapping cases.

The bill implements many of the
recommendations of the Interstate
Child Support Commission’s report
which was issued in 1992.

The Senate Finance Committee,
which has jurisdiction over the bill, can
be reached by phone at (2021 224-4515.

Similar bills in the House are H.R.
1600. Sponsored by Rep. Marge
Roukema (R-NJ). phone (202) 225-
4465 and H.R.1691. sponsored by Rep.
Barbara Kennelly (ID-CT). phone (202)
225-2265.

CRC’s View

CRC has decided to oppose S. 689,
following consultation with our state
chapter coordinators, because

Continued on page 4
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Birney is CRC’s
Newest Advisor

David Birney,
Shakespearean
actor and star of
a TV series in the
1970's called
“Bridget Loves
Bernie,” is CRC’s
newest advisor.

Birney, who lives
in Santa Monica, Birney
California, has twin children, age 9,
named Peter and Mollie, an older
daughter, and two stepchildren from
his marriage to Meredith Baxter-
Birney. He and Baxter-Birney are
divorced.

Birney, who does volunteer work on
biomedical research and other issues,
spoke at the Candlelight Vigil at
CRC’s Seventh National Conference.
He read an excerpt from a book enti-

tled “The Alphabet at Grace”.

Birney performed the lead role in
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About
Nothing” in Washington’s Sylvan
Theatre in Washington, D.C. in the
summer of 1993 and performs other
Shakespearean roles during the year
around the country.

Birney said “In a time of acknowl-
edged crisis in the American family, it
seems obvious that in the interests of
our children, we must support their
nurture, their support, their embrace
by the structure of family—by both
parents, even in the event of family
crisis or divorce. Indeed. I think this is
one of the most pressing issues of our
decade, with ramifications extending
into every aspect of our social fabric.”

CRC President David L. Levy said
“We welcome Birney as an advisor
and hope he can help raise visibility
for the issues and CRC among people
concerned with strengthening the
two-parent family.”

Announcements

Police, Women,
Forming Groups

Two new national groups are being
formed in areas where there are no
known similar organizations. They
are:

¢ Paolice Officers for Shared
Parenting. If you are an officer of the
law and would like to participate,
send dues of $25.00 or write to
Alexandria. VA. officer Rusty Peverell
at 8623 Mt. Vernon Highway.
Alexandria, VA., 22204, (703) 799-
3988, or Prince George's County, MD.
officer Judy McClosky, at 5000 Rhode
Island Avenue, Hyattsville, MD.
20781. phone (301) 699-2630.

“Police officers going into the state
legislatures in favor of a child’s right
to two parents could create a powerful
effect around the country,” said
Peverell and McClosky, who are help-
ing the group get started.

¢ Women for Equality (WEL 1f you
are a woman who wants to work for
equality in the family law area, and

A Sriaa O For CriLpris

possibly help with counselling of

women prior to divorce, send dues of
$25.00 or write for information to WE,
Post Office Box 5460, Friendship
Station, Washington, D.C. 20016.

“Women who favor shared parent-
ing, and who counsel other women
prior to divorce, need to be heard
from,” said Ann Marini, a Maryland
physician who recently testified
before a Congressional committee on
behalf of WE.

If you would like to be a state rep-
resentative for either group. let them
know.

Both groups are considering affili-
ating with CRC.

National Congress
for Men and Children

Dr. Stanley Clawar, co-author of
“Children Held Hostage.” will be a
featured speaker at the National
Congress for Men and Children
{INCMC) annual conference on
October 14-17, 1993 in Kansas City,
Missouri. Clawar’s hook is recom-
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Continued from page 3

increased government regulation of
only the financial child support
aspects are worsening the problem for
children.

CRC’s position is based partly on
the following:

* “From a federal budget perspec-
tive, Child Support Enforcement is an
expensive disaster,” says a report
issued in June, 1992 by Republican
House members E. Clay Shaw, Nancy
L. Johnson and Fred Grandy.

* A report provided by the General
Accounting Office at the request of
Congresswomen Marge Roukema and
Barbara Kennelly and Senator Bill
Bradley, released January 9, 1992
stated that 66 percent of mothers
with a child support award who did
not receive payment from the fathers
say it is because the fathers were
unable to pay. This data is not
reflected in the legislation.

CRC President David L. Levy tes-
tified before a House of Representa-
tives subcommittee on June 10 and
before President Clinton’s Welfare
Reform Working Group August 19
that America is finally beginning to
realize that the welfare system,
which has spawned a generation of
single parent households, at tremen-
dous public cost, needs reform. What
is much less realized, Levy stated, is
that the child support system has
also spaned a generation of single
parent households, at tremendous
public cost, and needs reform.

For a copy of Levy’s testimony-
before the House Committee and the
Welfare Reform Group, most of which
has been shown on TV on C-Span,
CRC members should send a self-
addressed stamped envelope to CRC:
non-CRC members should also
enclose $5.

mended by the American Bar
Association. Other speakers will
include Dr. Ralph Underwager and
Judge James Beasley. For informa-
tion, phone (913) 432-3875. The phone
number for the Civie Center Hotel,
whore the conference will be held. is
1913) 342-6919.
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CRC’s Seventh
Conference a
Success

CRC’s Seventh National Conference
April 28-May 2, 1993, was our largest,
most successful conference ever. The
quality of speakers and attendees from
more than 40 states from as far away
as Hawaii, Great Britain and Canada,
the book and author luncheon, work-
shops, candlelight vigil, and other
activities were favorably received.

More than 300 people attended the
conference, plus another 100-150 peo-
ple attended special events. such as
the David Brenner benefit perfor-
mance, the Candlelight Vigil at the
Lincoln Memorial, and the Capitol
Hill Symposium that featured Sen.
John J. Rockefeller (D-WV).

President Clinton sent a message
to the candlelight vigil (see related
story below).

The conference theme was “Beyond
Rhetoric: Assuring a Child’s Right to
Two Parents.”

Speakers at the conference includ-
ed a panel on Capitol Hill that spoke
of “Ways to Encourage the Two-
Parent Family, Especcially After
Divorce.” The panelists included:

* Sen. John J. Rockefeller

(D-WV), who spoke of the

National Commission on

Children, a bi-partisan

group he chaired, whose

final report has served asa  Rockefeller

basis for Clinton Administration policy.
Rockefellier said that in framing

public policy. America “sometimes for-

gots” that children are entitled to both

the emotional and financial support of

both of their parents. The Commission
stated that the ideal situation is when
children share the same household.
but children. Rockefeller said, also
need health insurance. good local
schools, and good comniunities which
take responsibility for children and
families within those communities.
“That community responsibility used
to work in America, and ought to
work today.” he said.

“Shocking numbers of children are
born out of wedlock,” he said. He

noted that when Sen. Moynihan wrote
in 1965 that one out of four black chil-
dren were being born out of wedlock,
Moynihan was decried as a racist. But
now, one in four of all children are born
out of wedlock, and “society doesn’t
seem to be saying much about it.”

“Schools are inadequate, streets
aren't safe, I had someone assassinat-
ed in the front of my driveway....”

He said America needs to strength-
en parent-child relationships, regard-
less of the form of the family configu-
ration.

If they are divorced, parents often
can't provide health insurance...espe-
cially if they don’t have full custody.
Both parents need to be involved in
their children’s lives. ‘

“We know child support enforce-
ment is broken—too many parents do
not make payments, and excuses are
not acceptable.”

He said he knows CRC hates the
expression “deadbeat dads.”

“You (CRC) say that about 41% of
absent parents are having custody
and visitation problems, and that is
one of the reasons. On our commis-
sion. we were not entirely sympathetic
to that as an excuse. Everybody has
problems in life, parents have terrible
emotional tolls, parents are fighting
for custody. that's vicious, that's horri-
ble. that tears people apart. but still.
children come first, evervthing else
comes second. nothing can come
before supporting children.”

He said about $25 billion in the pri-
vate economy is owed children by
absent fathers or mothers. “We on the
Commission are very angry about the
$25 billion that is absent from the
lives of children. You just neecd to
know that where the Commission
wound up, is that there is no excuse
for keeping this money from children.
More could be collected in support. We
understand there are excuses, but we
ended up saving there cannot be an
acceptable excuse for keeping money
from children.”

Custody and visitation coneerns are
very vital, he said, noting that he has
two sisters who have gone through dif-
ficult divorces. *1 know the rage, the
misery, and the anger. and one of my
sister’s bovs at the age of 22 commit-
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ted suicide, partly because of some of
the strains that appeared. Even with
all that, children come first. Whether
its my sister or anybody else, I cannot
accept any excuses for $25 billion
being owed in child support. All 34
commission members voted for
stronger child support enforcement,”
he said.”But I have friendly thoughts
coming, too. We did recognize prob-
lems with schools, unfriendly environ-
ments, and they tear us apart as a
society...We put a tremendous effort
on family formation and family
preservation, and I have introduced
legislation on that, and the Clinton
administration is supportive of that.”

Regarding family preservation, he
said that intervention on the part of
family counselors and social workers
has an enormous power for good, but
perhaps creates more of a problem for
men than women, “because we (men)
have a phony macho view, a phony
view, that we have to get over, because
intervention by others on a voluntary
basis can provide enormous good.”

Rockefeller has introduced legisla-
tion that would assist with family for-
mation (see els>where in this issue),
and he said b: hopes there will be
good implementation of the Family
and Medical Leave Act, which is a job
protection bill for six weeks of unpaid
leave for the birth of a child, or the
sickness of a child or a parent.

Rockefeller was introduced by
Susan DeConcini, a longtime child
advocatc.

* Freva Son nstein,
Ph.D.. Director of Pop-
ulation Studies, the
Urban Institute, a prima-
rv author of the 1988
Survey of Absent 1 arents
(SOAP) Report which found that
fathers in Ohio and Florida were pay-
ing up to 40 more in child support
than the Census Bureau (which only
polls custodial mothers) reported
receiving. Sonenstein said payment of
child support may inercase child’s
well being, and may also reduce prob-
lems for children and reduce conflict,
but a more efficient system may not
change fathers in the short run. She
said the U.S. does not have uniform,
required expeetations of the role of

Sonenstein
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non-custodial parents in the lives of
their children. Without such expecta-
tions, we can not expect improved
child outcomes (measurements of
child well-being).

“There arc lots of holes in our
research,” she said. including the need
for research on:

A) the relationship between child
support income and parental behavior:

Bi the quality of parent-child and
parent-parent relationships;

C) non-custodial parents, because
almost no current studies mention
non-custodial parents’ rights and
responsibilities. “They (non-custodial
parents) are a particularly neglected
research group,” and

D) the role of custodial fathers.

* David Popenoe,
Associate Dean of Arts
and Sciences, Rutgers
University, author of
seven books, and co-chair
of the Council on Families

Popenoe

in America, said that ten years ago in

the college community, it was politi-

cally incorrect to favor the two parent

family. The tide is changing, and

Popenoe credited both Sen.
Rockefeller's Commission and the
report on the Commission on
America’s Urban Families, which was
issued at the end of President Bush's
term. Popenoe said he was presen. at
a White House meeting where Bush
indicated he had mishandled the fam-
ily issue. Popenoe cited research that
gaid the current popaulation is “the
first in our nation to be less well off
psychologicaliy, economically and
morally than their parents were at
the same age.” He said the decline in
child well-being is linked to the
change in family structure, with sub-
stantial numbers of children not being
raised today with two parents.

* (Charmaine Yoest,
Deputy Direetor of Public
Poliey. Family Research
Council, said we have
learned from “the divorce
experiment in the last 20
or 30 vears that..divorce may ereate
as many problems as it solves, Divoree
is diffieult for adults, and has long-
term consequences for children...

Yoest
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America has in large measure lost the

principle of adult sacrifice necessary
to encourage marriage.”

She said that from a public policy
area, America needs to “seriously
reconsider no-fault divorce laws. The
marriage contract—designed to pro-
tect members of the family—is one of
the easiest contracts to break today.”

She spoke of the need for cultural
change, so that people will take mar-
riage and personal responsibility more
seriously. America should consider
the need for more counselling, before
marriage and during marriage, and
encourage more community involve-
ment to support marriage.

She spoke of the need for divorced
parents to develop better cooperation,
which she described as conflict resolu-
tion. “Conflict resolution in the family
provides strong learning lessons for
children,” she said.

* Ron Henry, a partner with the

Kaye, Scholer law firm,
talked of the unintended
consequences of many
current family law poli-
cies, which serve to work ]
against family formation Henry
and family preservation, and then
work against the involvement of two
parents in the event of divorce. He said
that parents, including parents in
divorce, should be treated as human
beings rather than just as objects to be
acted on by policymakers. He cited
research that shows that where par-
ents are encouraged to be active in
their children’s lives after divorce, par-
enting is improved, and so is financial
child support. Henry praised
Sonenstein, Popenoe and Yoest, who
had called for more and better research
that would form a better basis for pub-
lic policy in the family law area.

The panel was moderated bv CRC
President David L. Levy.
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Access (Visitation) Committee Grounded,
but Other Help Promised

The national Commission on Child
and Family Welfare, which would
have a special emphasis on child
access {visitation), will not be funded,
CRC learned in August; thus there
will be no commission.

However, CRC has also learned
that efforts are being made to bring
about by other means some of the
emphasis on access/visitation issues
the Commission would have high-
lighted. Details on this efforts will not
be available until later in 1993, accord-
ing to CRC sources on Capitol Hill.

The commission was authorized by
Public Law 102-521 tthe Hyde/Shelby
hill. also known as 18 U.S. Code 228).
That law makes it a federal erime to flee
across state lines to “willfully” avoid pay-
ment of financial child support.

The Commission was to have been
an attempt to provide some access/vis-
itation balance in the bill. Under
Congress’s two-step process, first
there is authorization, then funding.
Not all projeets whieh are authorized
are subscequently funded.

Members of the commission would
not have been appointed until after
the funding was approved.

Despite letters of support from sev-
eral members of the House, including
Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Walter R.
Tucker (D-CA), and Andy Jacobs (D-
IN), the key House subcommittee,
under the leadership of powerful sub-
committee chairman William Natcher
(D-KY), refused to fund the
Commission. Sources on Capitol Hill
say Natcher was determined not to
fund any commissions not recom-
mended in President Clinton’s budget.

The same situation held in the
Scenate where Senator Herbert Kohl
(D-WI), who sponsored the
Commission in the bill, and who is
also a member of the funding subcom-
mittee, attempted to secure funding,
but funding subcommittee Chairman
Tom Harkin (D-1A), also declined to
fund any new commissions.

Without the $2 million (or at least
a part of those funds), the Com-
mission can not be established.
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President Clinton Sends Message to Candlelight Vigil

President Clinton sent a message to CRC's 1993
Candielight Vigil at the Lincoin Memorial, saying “(CRC’s)
efforts to improve parenting will help many Americans
give their children the beginning they deserve.”

The President's message is reproduced at right.

About 300 people attended CRC’s Third Annual
Candlelight Vigil April 27, in which perfect weather, can-
dles flickering in the shadow of Abraham Lincoin, and an
excellent sound system, produced a spiritual, yet clearly-
heard ceremony.

The vigil served to validate the estimated 6.600.000
children who are having their access (visitation) with their
non-custodial parents denied or interfered with by the cus-
todial parents. Legislatures and the courts are doing little
to prevent this interference, in CRC’s view.

Speakers at the vigil included freshman Congressman
Albert Wynn (D-MD), Suzy Yehl Marta, president of
Rainbows for All God’s Children, Shaumberg, Illinois;
Gerrie Highto, Baltimore, Maryland representative of
Grandparents United; and David Birney, Santa Monica,
California, the noted Shakespearean actor, who is CRC’s
newest advisor. CRC President David L. Levy and CRC of
Georgia coordinator Sonny Burmeister participated in the
vigil.

CRC asked its chapters to hold vigils around the coun-
try at the same time as the vigil at the Lincoln Memorial.
Vigils held simultaneously with the one in Washington,
some of which received media coverage, were in
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Colorado, and Tennessee.

Although information on the numbers of children who
reportedly do not receive financial child support are fre-
quently cited in the media, the vigils by CRC represent an
effort to provide figures on children who do not receive
access (visitation), or parenting time. with the non-custo-
dial parents. We suggest you cite the figure applicable in
your state when you give testimony or talk to media in
vour state.

The 6,600.000 was estimated as follows: There are an
estimated 16.000.000 children of divorce. and millions
more children of unwed parents. The low estimate of these
¢hildren (primarily from divorce) is 18.000,000. Various
studies. including research by Wallerstein and Kelly in
“Surviving the Breakup™ (Basic Books, 19801 indicate cus-
todial interference with access in 25 percent to 50 percent
of cases. Using a middle figure (37 percent as an average)
of children suffering from interference with access, times
18,000,000, yvields about 6.650,000 children. Census fig-
ures for cach state provided estimates for the number of
children in cach states who are affected.

The estimated number of children whose access (visita-
tion) to a non-custodial parent is interfered with by a cus-
todial parent are listed above. Conference attendees read
the numbers below, out loud. during the ceremony.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 27, 1993

Greetings to everyone gathered at the Lincoln
Memorial for the Candlelight Vigil sponsored by the
Children's Rights Council.

As President and as a father, 1 am deeply
concerned about the fate of our children. <Children
are our most precious resource, and their needs are
a national priority.

To ensure that every child will reach his or
her full physical and mental potential, we must
enact bold reforms in health care and education.
To protect our children from violence, parents must
safeguard them during their crucial years of learning
and development. We must help our families stay
strong, for it is the family that provides the child
with the love, discipline, reassurance, and direction
needed to prepare them for the future. Your efforts
to improve parenting will help many Americans give
their children the beginning they deserve.

Best wishes for an enjoyable and inspiring
ceremony.

.

TRius Cintoer

State Number of children

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

California

Colorado

Connecticut .
Delaware 16,500
Dist. of Columbia ....18.000
Florida 298.000
Georgia 161,000
Hawaii .oooovveeeienn 28.000
Idaho 27.000
IHnois..cooveeinnee. 336,000
Indiana 162,000

27:000
216,000
39,000

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
18,000
316,000
99.000
Oregon .......coeceeneennn 83,000
Pennsylvania 349,000
Rhode Island 27.000
South Carolina........ 99.000
South Dakota 19.000
Tennessee 135,000
K(nntuckl\' Texas. i, 419.000
Loouisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts....... 185,000
Michigan 270,000
Minnesota 119.000
Mississippi 74.000

Vermont
Virginia 157.000
Washington 122.000
West Virginia ..........56.500
Wisconsin 135,000
Wyoming 13.500

15,000
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Urban Commission
Report Strongly
Recommends More
Two-Parent Families

“Many single parents do an
admirable job of raising children,
often under adverse circumstances,
But the evidence is clear. On the
whole. the two-parent home is the
best model for childrearing, and for
overall society well-being”.

This is once of the findings in
Families First, a report of the
National Commission on America's
Urban Families. issued in January.
1993.

The bi-partisan commission, named
by President Bush. was chaired by
John Ashcroft. former governor of
Missouri, and Annette Strauss. co-
chair, former mayor of Dallas, Texas.

“The family unit in America is
weakening,” the report noted. "Child
well-being is declining. A generation
ago. an American child could reason-
ably expect to grow up with a mother
and father. Today. an American child
can reasonably expect not to.” said the
86 page report.

“The commission’s intensive review
of the research literature. examina-
tion of the conditions of families and
programs. and consideration of testi-
mony from citizens and experts from
across the country lead us to agree
with the nation’s mayors. who
prompted you (President Bush! to
establish the Commission,” Ashcerolt
and Strauss said in the Report's open-
ing statement. "Many of the most
pressing problems of our cities, and of
our nation, are substantially attribut-
able to the dissolution of the family.”

The National Commission on
Ameriea’s Urban Families echoed the
findings of the National Commission
on Children, chaired by Senator John
J. Rockefeller ¢tD-WV), which issued
its Report in 1992, But whereas the
Rockefeller Commission said that
America needs to encowrage two par-
ent families, its recommendations
were often more single parent policies.
In the Urban Commission report. the

N SPEAROU For Connres

language of both the findings and rec-
ommendations were more strongly
aimed to strengthening the two parent
family.

The Urban Commission, however,
did not receive a fraction of the public-
ity that the Rockefeller Commission
received.

The Children’s Rights Council,
which had met with staff of the Urban
Commission in 1992, was curious why.

We learned from someone close to
the Commission that Governor
Ashcroft, at the time the Urban
Commission’s report was finished, was
running for chairman of the
Republican National Committee.
Afraid that some liberal Republicans
might not like the Commission’s
heavy emphasis on the two parent
family, Ashcroft held up publication of
the Report. A month or so later, after
Ashcroft lost his bid to head the
Republican National Commission, he
tried to publicize the Urban
Commission’s findings, but found that
it was too late—the momentum had
been lost.

(CRC believes Ashcroft may have
strengthened his position by pointing
to the realization by both liberals and
conservatives that more must be done
to encourage the two-parent family).

New Strategy
Recommended

The Commission proposed a “new
strategy to help reverse the current
trend of family disintegration and
increase the proportion of the children
who grow up in two parent families.”

The Comimission recommended pro-
grams to empower the family,
strengthen marriage, strengthen the
relationship between parents and chil-
dren, build community support for
families. and change the nation’s cul-
ture to give families priority.

Some of the specific recommenda-
tions:

¢ ¢liminate the marriage penalty in
the tax code:

* increase the personal-exemption
for dependent children:

¢ reform welfare by limiting most
benefits to two years:

¢ require parental responsibility by

Sumamer Fall 1993

conditioning AFDC on children
attending school, by parents taking
parenting classes, and families partic-
ipating in preventive health care pro-
grams;

¢ open public housing to more low-
income, two parent families;

¢ promote family formation
through better marital preparation;

¢ institute waiting periods for
divorces involving children, perhaps
coupled with counseling or marital
education;

¢ more parenting education;

¢ identify the father of every child
born in the U.S.

¢ strengthen the child support sys-
tem;

¢ the courts should consider which
parent is most likely to allow the non-
custodial parent to maintain an ongo-
ing relationship with the children;

* foster parenting skills; _

¢ create an Index of Family
Strengths, under which the Census
Bureau would report each year on the
percentage of the following: adults
married, first marriages intact, births
to married parents, children living
with their two, married parents, chil-
dren living with two married parents.

The commissioners, in addition to
Ashcroft and Strauss, were Victor
Ashe, mayor of Knoxville, TX; David
Blankenhorn, president, Institute for
American Values, New York; Lou
Dantzler., executive director,
Challengers Boys and Girls Club, Los
Angeles, CA: Alphonso Jackson, exec-
utive director. Housing Authority of
Dallas. TX: Irene Johnson, president,
LeClaire Courts Resident
Management Corp.. Chicago. IL; and
Josephine Velazques, Florida
Guardian Ad Litem Program and
Children’'s Home Society, Miami, FL.

To receive the 10 pages of
Commission highlights from CRC.
members of CRC should send a self-
addressed business envelope bearing
a 52 cent stamp. Non-CRC members
should send the envelope together
with a $3 handling charge.

The full report is available from
CRC. while copies last, for $10.00 for
members of CRC. and 15.00 for non-
members,




Organizations
Now Available

Copies of CRC’s new “Parenting
International Directory,” the fifth edi-
tion of its directory, are now available
in hard copy (updated annually) and
on IBM 5 1/4” and 3 1/2” disks (updat-
ed semi-annually). The cost is $12.00
for either format for CRC members,
and $15.00 for non-members.

The directory features:

* a state by state listing, in zip code
order, of parenting groups within a
state;

* a special section that lists nation-
al organizations involved in parenting
1ssues;

¢ a list of abbreviations of terms
used in the directory.

Because CRC does a great deal of
networking. and constantly updates
its data base. the directory can be
relied on for accuracy.

The directory can be a valuable
resource in making referrals around
the country to and from your organi-
zation.

Order your copy of the fifth edition
now from CRC.

In Need
of Legal
Help?

If vour case is on appeal. and
involves a broad legal principle (such
as joint custody/shared parenting,
parental kidnapping. or the fairness of
some domestic relations law or proce-
dure), CRC may be able to file an ami-
cus curiae (Friend of the Court) brief,
as we have done in other state appeal
court cases.

Attorneys for CRC are interested in
handling these cases on a reasonable
fee basis. As mentioned above, we ean
only consider cases on appeal. _

For information. contact CRC, 220
[ Street, NE, Washington, D' 20002,

New Directory of Next Conference is April 13-17, 1994

Workshops Sought

If you would like to be considered
as a workshop leader at CRC’s next
conference. please send a brief state-
ment to CRC, stating your name,
background, and purpose of the work-
shop. Please send this to CRC by
October 30, 1993.

Awards Time Again

At its next conference, CRC will
present the annual Chief Justice
Warren E. Burger awards for “healers
among Lawyers, judges, and others,
and its annual Media Awards and
Active Parenting Awards. The awards
consist of engraved plaques.
Nominations should be received by
February 15, 1994.

A “healer” might be:

* a judge who takes the lead in pro-
moting joint custody (shared parent-
ing);

* an attorney with a professional
track record of promoting a child’s
access to two parents and others who
have bonded with the child.

For media awards, possible con-
tenders are:

* best treatment of children and
parents of divorce in the news media
(including newspapers, magazines, TV
and radio coverage):

* best media coverage of a county
agency that provides programs for
teenage parents; or

* best TV series on abuse and false
abuse charges.

For active parenting. possible con-
tenders are:

e organizations and individuals
that promote active, positive parent-
ing:

o-programs that help with family
formation and family preservation;

e programs that help parents do

hetter parenting in the event of

divorce.

Send “Healer: award nominations
to:

Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed.

Certified Educational Psyehologist

920 Washington Street

South Easton, MA 02375

(508) 238-3722

Send “Best in Media” award nomi-
nations to:

James Morning, coordinator

CRC of Delaware

P.O. Box 182

Bethel, DE 19931

(3021 629-3310

Send “Active Parenting” nomina-
tions to

Brent Sandbak

Texas Children’s Rights Coalition

807 Brazos Street, Suite 315

Austin, Texas 78711

(512) 499-8272
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How To Beat The Tax
Man And Help CRC

Tired of having your tax dollar fund
programs that are wasteful, senseless
and have nothing to do with issues
that concern you?

Be your own Chairman of the
Budget Committee, direct where your
tax money goes. You can:

1. Give money to CRC: get a tax
deduction now and benefit a worthy
cause;

2. Include CRC in your retirement
plan: give property to CRCin a trust
and at the same time get an annuity
for yourself or members of your family;

3. Give appreciated property to
CRC and eliminate the capital gains
tax bite;

4. Ask your company to make a
donation to CRC next year and reduce
the company’s tax bill for this year;
and

5. Explore many other tax-saving
options.

There are many ways the tax law is
designed to encourage veople like you
to give to worthy causes.

For more information about how
vou can help CRC and yourself too,
call or write:

Elina Hum Pratt

Attorney At Law

7845 Brookview Court

Manassas, VA 22110

(703) 690-2844

Elina Hum Pratt is CR('s tax
lawyer.
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Girl Returned to Natural
Parents

In the final act of a 2 1/2 year old
battle over the custody of Jessica
DeBoer, the child was returned to her
natural parents, Cara and Daniel
Schmidt, on August 2, 1993.

The highly publicized case involved
the courts of fowa and Michigan, and
the U.S. Supreme Court agreed on
July 31 with the Michigan Supreme
Court ruling that the child must be
given to the Schmidts.

Jessica was born on Feb. 8, 1991 to
Cara Claussen, then unmarried. Two
days later, she signed a release allow-
ing the baby to be adopted, and four
days later so did the man she had
named as the father. The DeBoers filed
an adoption petition on Feb. 25.
However, on March 8, Miss Clausen
filed a petition to stop the adoption,
and named Daniel Schmidt, who had
never signed a release, as the real
father. He immediately took steps to
reclaim the child. The biological par-
ents have since married. and the courts
have found them to be fit parents.

In a July 31, 1993 editorial, the
Washington Post stated that “One can
only imagine the anguish each set of
parents has endured. But whatever
the tugs of the heart, the law provides
waiting periods in the adoption
process for a reason, and the Schmidts
were well within those time periods
when they sought to regain
custody...the law does not allow a
child to be taken from her biological
parents against their will unless they
have been found unfit. Hard as it is on
the adopti--~ parents, this test has not
been met.”

Dan Schmidt held his child for the
first time about 10 days before the
child was turned over to him and his
wife. He described in a Washington
Times article July 21, 1993 the cupho-
ria of meeting his daughter at the
home of the Michigan couple who
raised her sinee birth.

tAsked for comment by Monitor
svndicated radio and other media,
CRC said efforts should be made to
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ease the transition for the child, and
that just as there was some contact
between her and the Schmidt’s before
the transfer, contact should be main-
tained by her and the DeBoers after
the transfer took place. This would
help end the either-or situation that
this type of case engenders).

The Kimberly Mays case

A Florida court granted the wishes
of a 14 year old girl who was switched
at birth with another baby, by cutting
off all access to her from her biological
parents. The court also set the stage
for her adoption by the man who
raised her since birth, Robert Mays.

Ernest and Rebecca, who raised a
different child from birth, discovered,
upon the girl’s death at age 9, that she
had not been born to them. Blood
tests revealed that two babies had
been switched at birth, and that
Kimberly Mays was their biological
child.

'Visitation was subsequently
arranged between the Twiggs and
Kimberly, but after several visits,
including one in which Rebecca Twigg
asked Kimberly if she could call her
by the dead girl's name, Robert Mays
ended the visits.

The Twiggs then sued for custody,
and Kimberly counter-sued to cut of
all access to the Twiggs.

(CRC was quoted in the
Washington Post, Long Island
Newsday and in a brief appearance on
CBS’s Nightline, as agreeing that
Kimberly should continue to live with
the Mays’, but that the court went too
far in cutting off all access with the
Twiggs. Asked what if Kimberly
refused visitation, CRC President
David L. Levy rejoined, what if she
refused to go to school? Visitation
could have been supervised, delayed,
or otherwise structured, but totally
cutting it off also deprives Kimberly,
an only child, of contact with the
Twiggs' seven other children. Such
contact might have been of benefit to
all the children when they reached
adulthood, said Sonny Burmeister,
president of CRC of Georgia, on CNN).

The Gregory K case

A Tlorida appeals court ruled in
August that Gregory K, the boy who
sued to terminate his natural moth-
er’s parental rights, had no standing
to sue; but the court agreed that the
mother’s rights were properly termi-
nated by the court, because the moth-
er had abandoned the child. The court
thus let stand the adoption by George
Russ and Russ’s wife, and Gregory’s
change of his name to Shawn Russ.

The Florida appeals court decision
that children have no standing to sue
in parental termination cases, but
that the child had been properly
adopted by Russ, parallels the reason-
ing in a “Friend of the Court” brief
CRC filed in the trial court level in the
case. CRC did not argue where the 12-
year-old boy should live, because we
knew Russ was providing a good
home for the boy; we only stated that
a child should not have to bring a pro-
ceeding in his own name to terminate
his parents rights.

We had argued that adults—such
as state officials, or the foster parents
who wanted to adopt the boy, should
bring the proceedings.

CRC is concerned that family
preservation (parenting) services were
not provided to Shawn'’s natural fami-
ly (including his two brothers) in
Florida, so that the deterioration of
Shawn’s family life might have been
prevented. And thus the family would
have had a better shot at working out
their problems.

CRC did not file a brief at the
appeals court level in the case.

Joint Custody Upgraded in
Georgia and Kentucky

Georgia

The Georgia Court of Appeals has
created a preference for joint custody
where the evidence shows that the
parents have shared the parenting of
the child during the marriage.

The court’s deetsion was based on
three pieces of legislation that the

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

Children’s Rights of Georgia was
instrumental in getting passed: 1) the
American Bar Association’s joint cus-
tody bill that puts joint legal custody,
joint physical custody or a combina-
tion of those two on equal ground
with sole custody, 2) a bill that creat-
ed gender neutrality, stating that
“there shall be no prima facie right of
custody in either the father or the
mother” and 3) enactment of the
statement that accompanied the ABA
joint custody bill that said it should be
the policy of the state to ensure chil-
dren of divorce continuing access and
active involvement of both parents in
the rearing of that child. provided the
parents have demonstrated the abili-
ty to act in the child’s best interests.

In the interests of ARB, a child.
Court of Appeals No. A93A0698, 93
FCDR 2632, decided July 2, 1993
Georgia Court of Appeals.

For further information, contact
Sonny Burmeister of CRC of Georgia
(see address and phone number else-
where in this issue).

Kentucky

Joint custody must be accorded the
“same dignity” as sole custody, and
trial courts may not prefer the latter
over the former, the Kentucky
Supreme Court has declared.

The court’s pronouncement came
in response to what it saw as confu-
sion about trial courts following a
Kentucky law enacted 13 years ago
that gave the courts the power to
grant joint custody.

In fleshing out a standard to be
used in making a custody determina-
tion, the court made clear that
although a “cooperative spirit”
between parents is not a condition
precedent to a joint custody award. a
judge should assess the likelihood of
future cooperation teven if such coop-
eration must be “assistted ) through
use of a court’s contempt power and
its power to modify custody.

The court also said that judges are
empowered to make such “orders as
are necessary to properly effectuate
joint custody.,” but stopped short of

agreeing with a recent appellate court
suggestion that a judge should consid-
er joint custody first. One judge dis-
agreed with the court’s more favorable
view 0¢ joint custody.

Squires v. Squires, Ky SupCT. No.
92-SC-289-DG, 4/22/93.

Rights of Unwed Father

In a major family law change, the
Texas Suprems Court has recognized
a biological father's constitutional
right to estabiish paternity even when
the child is born to a married couple.

In the case, the court overturned
the longstanding “marital presump-
tion” in Texas that had prevented
some biological fathers from suing for
their parental rights. J W.T. was con-
ceived while the child’'s mother and
husband were separated.

The biological father, identified as
Larry G., had helped the mother pay
for prenatal care before she and her
estranged husband reconciled and dis-
missed their divorce

action. A paternity test showed a
99.4 percent probability that Larry
was J.W.T.’s biological father.

Justice Doggett wrote that the trial
court’s denial of Larry's standing to
sue violated the due course of law
guarantee contained in article 1, sec-
tion 19 of the Texas Constitution.

Doggett discussed social changes.
such as divorce and single parents,
that have diminished the social stig-
ma of illegitimacy. “...the focus should
more properly be directed toward
what is best for the child-—it may be
in (the best interest of the child to
allow development of a relationship
with the natural father and it may
not,” said Doggett.

The 7-2 majority said the court
should consider a father's actions. “We
thus believe that a father’s interest in
establishing a relationship with his
hiological child is constitutionally pro-
tected when accompanied by the
father's early and unqualified accep-
tance of parental duties."In the
Interest of JW.T.. No. D-1742, decid-
ed June 30, 1993,

(The Texas deeision is 1 accord
with the 1988 Michael H. case. in
which the U.S. Supreme Court decid-
od H-4 that an unwed father has the

o4
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right to a paternity hearing before his
rights can be terminated).

Mother’s Income Imputed

A mother who quit her $54,000 per
year job to stay home with her chil-
dren may not elude paying child sup-
port to their father after the children
were placed in his custody when the
mother decided to accompany her new
husband on his overseas military
assignment, the Virginia Court of
Appeal has ruled.

Overturning the court below, which
had found insufficient evidence to
impute income, the high court said
that when a parent leaves his or her
employment, the burden is upon that
parent to show that the decision to do
s0 was not voluntary;, the unilateral
decision to stay home and care for a
child is not sufficient, standing along,
to establish that unemployment is
involuntary, if child care services are
available.

Noting that another reason given
by the mother for quitting her job
was the desire to stay home with the
child she and her new husband were
expecting, the court said that if the
roles in this case had been reversed
and the father chose to leave his job to
stay at home to care for the children
of another marriage it would not,
without greater reason. allow him to
terminate his support obligation for
other children. “The mother should be
held to a like standard,” the court
ruled.

Brody v. Brody (Streeteri; VA
CtApp. No. 0847-92-4. 6/29/93.

Concealment of Child
Bars Support

A trial court erred in refusing to
consider an obligor’s claim that his ex-
wife’s “active concealment” of their
son until after the child reached ma-
jority is a viable defense to her arrear-
ages petition, the California Court of
Appeals, First District, has held.

The court distinguished between
the prevailing view that a custodial
parent cannot be estopped from col-
lecting arrearages even upon a show-
ing of that parent’s interference with

Continued on page 13
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress

We are including important bills
and resolutions in Congress affecting
families. A bill, unlike a resolution,
requires a state or person to do some-
thing; a resolution expresses the wish-
es of Congress, but does not require
action. H. or H.R. refers to the House
of Representatives; S. refers to the
Senate. The phone number of the
committee handling the bill is provid-
ed below; you may call to check on the
status of legislation, or to express
your views. It is even more important
to let your own Representative and
Senators know vour views. The capito!
switchboard, which can connect you
with the offices of all members of
Congress and committees, is (202)
CA4-3121(224-3121:. Although this is
a 24-hour switchboard. and can pro-
vide you night and day with names,
addresses and direct phone numbers
of all members of Congress, and even
sometimes names of staff night and
day, the switchboard can only connect
with you with an office during normal
business hours. You may also wish to
contact the Congressmembers’ branch
office in your district for information.

As part of the Clinton Administra-
tion budget bill, passed by a narrow
margin in August, Congress approved
the following child support provisions,
to:

e permit the non-custodial parent to subnnt
claims for covered health msurance services
without the approval of the non-custodial par-
ent. and to make payvment on claims directly to
the custodial parent, the provider or the =tate
agencs:

* st up a hospital-based program for the
voluntary acknowledgement of paternity during
a perod immediately precedmg or following the
birth of a child.

tAlthough CRC favors paternity  stablish-
ment, whether or not a gender-has a custedy
svatem is ereated will depend on the forms
adopted in each state between now and March
31, 1994, when this hosprital-hased paternity
law takes effect, Laurie Casey, CRC policy ana-
Ivst, has developed gender-balancee formes.
Obtaun a copy fram her to introduce in your
state . Laurie may be reached at P.O. 81, Moriah
Center, NY 12961, phone (318 9123366, Send
&3 for postage and handlimg:

S6R9, the caomprehensive "Bradiey bill”
tamed for its primary sponsor, Sen. Bill
Bradley, D-NJb would nake major changes in
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financial chiid support enforcement (see page 1
story ),

H.R. 45-4. which affects jurisdiction for child
support cases (see page 1 story,

H.R. 1600, Interstate Child Support
Enforcement Act. would autharize the courts of
cach state to determiine their jurisdiction to
establish. enforee, and modify child support
orders. Introduced by Rep. Marge Roukema (R-
N referred to Consumer Credit and
Insurance Subcommittee of House Judiciary
Committee (202) 223-8872,

H.R. 915, would. in regard to child support,
deny business and professional licenses to oblig-
ors, provide for credit bureau reporting.
Introduced by R- . Patricia Schroeder. D-CO.,
referred to Subcommittee on Economic and
Comercial Law of House Judiciary Committec
12021 225-65951.

«When Congresswoman Schroeder was
chairman of the House Select Committee on
Children. Youth and Families, she wrote to
CRC members that she wanted to hold hearings
that would focus on emotional as well as finan-
cial support. but she never held such a hearing.
and her bill only addresses financial child sup-
port question. All House Seleet Committees,
including Ms. Schroeder's committee. were abol-
ixhed by the House early in 19930,

5. 967, to provide for the Interral Revenue
Service to collect finaneial child support.
Introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (D-AL
Referved to Senate Finance Comniittee, 12020
224-4515.

8. 922 would authorize only the state where
the child is living to modify a child sapport
order. Introduced by Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun
D-1L1 referred to Subcommittee on Juvenile
Justice of House Judiciary Committee 12021
22.4-5225. A similar bill, S, 532, has been intro-
duced by Sen. Peter Domenici, referred to
Subcommnittee on Administrative

Practice of Judiciary Committee 12020 22.4-
H225.

S, 586, the comprehensive "Rockefeller Idl”
tmamed for its primary sponsor. Sen. John J.
Rockefeller, D-AWV this family preservation
and child protection reform act would provide
funds to provide services to help prevent abuse,
negleet and fanuly disintegration: would fund
intensive family preservation programs
designed to help children at risk of foster eare
placement remain with their families tincluding
adoptive familiesy, Referred to Finanee
Committee, (20202244515

S 561 Chudd and Family Serviees and Law
Enforcement Partnership Act. designed to pre-
vent connmunity violenee hy facilbitating mterae-
tion bhetween child and family service orgamea-
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tions, law enforcement agencies, local educa-
tional agencies, and other community organiza-
tions. ways to help prevent violence, and to pro-
vide services to those who have witnessed vio-
lence. Sponsored by Scn. Chris Dodd, referred
to Subcommittee on Children. Family, Drugs
and Aicoholism of Committee on Labor and
Human Resources, 12021 224-5375,

S. 434, 1o amend the IRS code to allow tax-
payers a bad debt deduction for unpaid child
support pavments and to require the inclusion
in income of child support payvments which a
taxpayer does not pay-—thus taxing the obligor
twice (The obligor already pays tax on income
that should have been aliocated for child sup-
port. and this bill would tax him or her again
for those portions not paid.

H.R. 535. to ensure that any overdue child
support obligations are reported to credit re-
porting agencies.

H.R. 520. the Link-Up
for Learning Act. ... id
provide programs for at-
risk vouth, with the goal of g
improving their educational &
performance. Sponsored by e 3 N
Nita Lowey. D-CA, (2021  Congresswoman
225-6506. Lowey

5.6, Sexual Assault Prevention Act of 1993,
sponsared hy Sen. Bob Dole, designed to pre-
vent and punish sexual violence and domestic
violenee against women. This bill was absorbed
in part by 8. 11, "The Biden Bill,” the Violence
Against Wonmen Act. which was unanimously
approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee.
The Biden bill is expected to pass the Senate.
and then be considered by the House. Designed
to prevent and punish sexual violence and
domestie violence against women, and to estab-
lish a national task foree on violence against
women. Prior to passage, a provision of the bill
was dropped that would have expressed the
sense of Congress that spouse abusers not
attain joint custody of children, but see S. 8 and
H.R. 688, which contain such provisions,
Congrress passed a similar juint custody resolu-
tion several vears ago sponsored by Rep, Connie
Morella (R-MD1 af Congress is going to enter
the custody arca. traditionally reserved for the
states, it should recommend joint custody--
shared parenting—as a first option for fit par-
ents, especiatly as the Census Burceaun reports
that parents with joint eustody and visitation
pay far more in finaneial support than parents
withont joint custody and visitation. Congress s
expected to consider strong financial support
legisiation this vear, and so statistics on who
pays and why is important for Congress to face-
tor into its deliberations).

S, 8 to control and prevent erime. Similar
to 8.6 above  Section 2262020 of the hills savs
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“joint custody forced upon hostile parents can
create a damaging psychological environment
for a'child.” while Section 226251 suys “It is the
sense of the Congress that, for the purpose of
determining child custody. evidence estahtish.
ing that a parent engages in physical abuse of a
spouse should create a statutory presumption
that it is detrimental to the ¢hild to be placed in
the custody of the abusive spouse.” The bill
would create a National Task Foree on Violence
Against Women. Introduced by Sen. Orrin
Hatch (R-UT, referred to Judiciary Committece.
V20221 2:2.4-5225.

H.R. 688, similar to S. & tabover. Introduced
by Rep. Susan Molinari (tR-NY. referred to the
subcommittee on Crime and Criminal Justice of
House Judiciary Committee, (2021 226-2406.

5. 234, to ensure that any
peace dividend is invested in
America’s families and deficit
reduction. Sec. 606A states “The
Secretary of the Treasury shall
increase the personal exemption
for individuals as determined
under section 151 of the IRS
code of 1936..." Introduced by Sen. Phil Gramm
{R-TX1. referred to Committee on Budget 202
224-0642 and Committee on Governmental
Affairs (20212241751,

Gramm

H.R. 773. the "Uniform Child Support
Fnforcenient Act of 19937 would amend the IRS
code and the Social Security Act to repeal provi-
sions relating to state enforeement of financial
child support and to require the IRS to collect
support through wage withholding. Introduced
by Rep. Hyde (R-11, referred to subcommittes
an Human Resources 12020 225-1025 of the
House Judiciary Conunittee.

H.R. 435, to provide tax relief for families.
by providing an additional $600 tax deduction
for a family for each child under age 19. No pro-
vision for who would be eligible for this
increased deduction in cases of divorce.
introduced by Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VAL referred
to Committee un Ways and Mean=<, 202+ 225-
3625,

[1.R. 1800, to provide <et-aside programs for
pregnant teenagers that melude health care,
job traming. mentor support and counsellimg
sorvices. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene
Unsoeld (D-WA L referred to Elementary,
Sceondary and Vovrational FEduecatronal
Committee of Committee on Education and
Labor, 12021 225- 4368

8. 870, to provide for neutral drop-oft and
pick-up sites for visttation. The purpose of the
bitl 15 laudatory-- to prevent problems for chil-
dren during aceess, but the introductory lan-
pdage 1s punitive agamst non-custodial par-
ents. as<signig blame to them for post-divoree
confliets. CRC has informed Senator Wellstone
of the work of Dick Woads, who s admimster-
e a 8300000 federal grant that meludes neu-
tral drop oft and pek-up procedures Referred

to Lahor and Human Resources Commnittee,
(2021 224-3375.

H.R. 7-41. to amend Titde IV of the Social
Security Act to provide welfare families with
the educatio - training. job search. and work
experience to prepare them to leave welfare
within two vears, to authorize states to conduct
demonstration projects to test the effectiveness
of policies designed to help people leave welfare
and increase their financial security. Introduced
hy Rep. Clay Shaw (R.FL1 referred to the
Committee on Wavs and Means, 1202y 225-
T054.

H.R. 619. to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to assure the completeness and
accuracy of consumer information maintained
by eredit reporting agencies. Included in credit
reporting agencies are state and local financial
child support enforcement agencies. Introduced
by Rep. McCandless tR-CAy, referred to subcom-
mittee on Consumer Credit Service of
Committee -on Banking. Finance and Urban
Affairs (2021 225-8872.

H.R. 322, to provide a grant to a nonprofit
organization to establish and operate a national
domestic violence hotline. Sec 2021 states that
the hotline shall provide “vietims of domestic
violence needed access ta resources which will
refer such victims and their children to safe
homes and shelters.” Introduced by Rep.
Constance Morella (R-MD). and referred to
Sceleet Education  and  Civil  Rights
Subcommitiee, 12021 226-7532.

11.R. 453, to amend Tide IV of the Social
Seeurity Act to remose the barriers and disin-
centives in the pregram of AFDC tAid to
Familics with Dependent Childrent that pre-
vent recipients of such aid from moving toward
self-sufficiency. Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall
(D-OI. referred to Subcommittee on Human
Resaurces of Committee on Ways and Means
(2021 225-3625. Thix bill is expected to be meor-
porated into the forthcoming Welfare Reform
hill.

H. Res. 236, declares that
“whereas the current breakdown
of the traditional American fanu-
Iy ix a major factor contributing
to the rise of erime, teen preg-
naney. educational failure, sub-
stance abuse, and suwide among
our nation's youth...tand:

whereas it is it interest of society and govern-
ment to adopt policies that help famihies stay
together by strengthmg and sustaining fathers
and mothiers i fulfilimg their parental roles”

Burton

organizations and governmental bodies are
urged to recognize July 28, 1991 as Parents
Dayv Introdueed by Rep. Dan Barton tR-IN.
referred to House Post Office and Civil Serviee
Committee €202 2205-105-4

In The Courts
Continued from page 11

visitation rights. However, it said, a
“valid” distinction has been recognized
between “mere interference” with visi-
tation and the “deliberate ‘sabotage’ of
visitation rights by concealment of the
child.”

Saying the active concealment of a
child is an implicit election to raise
the child without financial assistance
from the non-custodial parent, the
court said it saw no reason to reward
a custodial parent with a belated
award of support arrearages that will
be of no tangible benefit to the child.
Furthermore, the court said, the child
had been denied the benefits inherent
in a congenial parent-child relation-
ship. Damico v. Damico; Calif CtApp
1stDist. No. A056426, 4/28/93.

The second, fifth, and sixth cases
above are adapted courtesy of the
Bureau of National Affairs.

MORE NEWS ABOUR CRC'S 7th NATIONAL
CONFERENCE WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT
ISSUE OF "SPEAK OUT FOR CHILDREN.”
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Giving to
CRC -

If you haven't already included a
bequest to the Children’s Rights
Council in vour will, you should con-
sider doing so.

There is a wonderful way to contin-
ue giving beyond your lifetime,
tNumerous officers and friends of
('RC have already included CRC as a
beneficiary in their will.) This is not
only good tax-planning, but also
serves as a tremendous inspiration to
others. It will ensure that the issues
so important to you and CRC will con-
tinue to get the attention they
deserve.

For more information. call or write:

Elina Hum Pratt
Attorney At Law

7845 Brookview Court
Manassas, VA 22110

(7031 690-2841

Klina Hum Pratt is CRC's tax
lawyer,
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The Families First Program
" in Cobb County, GA

The Families First Program in
Cobb County, Georgia, has received
national attention (in The New York
Times, on CBS TV's show "20/20" and
other media), since the program was
launched in October 1988,

By court order, all parents involved
in a divorce action or a modification
action where children are involved,
are required to attend the four-hour
seminar.,

In the seminar, counselors inform
parents about the divorce process, how
to tell the children, what reactions to
expect. and how to develop a “co-par-
enting” role with your soon-to-be for-
mer spouse. The “do’s and dont’s” are
explored and subjects such as access
{visitation!}, types of custody and
financial child support are highlight-
ed.

Spouses who are extremely angry
at each other can attend separate
seminars and the court system will
provide notification if they sign-up for
the same time and day.

Families First has trained between
125 to 150 court personnel and family
service agency personnel on how to
conduct the seminars,

More than 6.000 Cobb County par-
ents have attended the program, and
94¢ of them rate the program as help-
ful to extremely helpful, according to
Nancy Parkhouse, deputy director of
Cobb County’s Juvenile Court, who
originated the program after obtaining
information on a similar program for
divorcing parents in Kansas.

According to Parkhouse and
Beverly Bradburn-Stern, who heads
the seminar program, the main mes-
sage is co-parenting, “Parents may
dissolve their marriage but they will
always be the parents of their child,”
stated Stern. In fact, the message on
the reservation card sent out by the
Cobb Superior Court Administration
savs: “Families Don't End...Marriages
Do'”

According to the manual developed
for this program by Families First,
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Around the Country

Divorcing parents. at a time when
their children are in great need of
them, are not fully available for emo-
tional support.”This may result in
their spending less time and providing
less discipline. It is precisely this dis-
ruption in parenting that hurts chil-
dren far more than the divorce itself.

“The program attempts to help par-
ents to recognize 'places’ where they or
their children can get stuck, to explore
avenues to resolve conflicts and to pro-
vide information on sources of sup-
port,” says Parkhurst. “We want to
provide hope, perpetuate co-parenting
and get parents to seek the best inter-
est of the child. As a side benefit, we
hope to reduce litigation.”

“The program has addressed the
subject of overnight visitation for chil-
dren under the age of three with the
non-custodial parent,” says Bradburn-
Stern. who heads the seminar pro-
gram, “Overnight visitation by the
infant or toddler is very appropriate
where a bond with the non-custodial
parent was already present prior to
the separation.” However, where the
non-custodial parent had not been
actively involved in the parenting and
the nurturing prior to the separation,
then “overnight visitation should be
limited until that bond is developed.”
says Bradburm-Stern.

The seminar changed its name sev-
eral months ago from “Divorcing
Parent Seminar” to “Children Cope
With Divorce.”

“We wanted the title to reflect the
real concentration of the program—
helping the children to cope and suc-
cessfully adjust to the divorce of their
parents,” says Bradburn-Stemn.

Bradburn-Stern credits Parkhouse
for having the vision, initiative and
determination to get the ball rolling,
“Nancy believed that something had o
he done to proteet children in custody
battles.” said Stern.

At least seven communitices have
adopted similar programs for divore-
ing parents. Those include Savannah,
GA: Indianapolis, IN, St. Petersburg,
FI., Marion. OH: LaPorte, IN,
Ilkhart, IN, and Wilkes-Barre, PA,

Adapted from *“Voices For
Children,” a publication of the
Children’s Rights Council of Georgia.
March, 1993.

(Note: CRC gave an award several
years ago to the originators of the sim-
ilar program in Wyandotte County.
KS. entitled "Sensible Approach to
Divorce (SAD).” Johnson County.
Kansas, also provides a SAD-type pro-
gram in its county.)

Stay-At-Home Moms Gain
in Popularity

Stay-at-Home Moms are fashion-
able again in many communities,” The
Wall Street Journal veported July 23,
1993,

“Stayv-at-home mothers were the
norm...in the 1950's and 1960’s. But by
the 1980’s. as women made gains in
the work force, the housewife led into
disrepute. Stay-at-home motherhood
was viewed by some professionals as a
thetto of sorts for women who couldn't
cut it at the office. For some, “what do
vou do?” became a dreaded question
and “just a housewife” a pejorative
word.

Today, with more than 51¢% of
women in the work force, stay-at-home
motherhood is becoming fashionable
again in some circles. partly because it
a luxury that so few families can
afford—the equivalent of. say. a BMW
a decade ago.

But as the pendulum swings back
and full-time mothers gain respect,
some employed mothers fear they are
losing it—and are being viewed as bad
mothers, besides. said the Wall St.
Journal article.

The signs of full-time mothering's
renaissance are legion. A license plate
on a Cincinnati sedan proudly pro-
claims: MOM INC. ©

The I'm just a housewife with apolo-
gies is going away,” says

Ann  Charman, one of the
Yankeloviech Partners, a consulting
firm that studies societal changes,
Women who stayed home used to see it
as "just a job.” she says, Now they see
themselves as “CEO of the houschold.™

o

!
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tewed by David L. Levy

CRC'’s first book, “The Best Parent
is Both Parents: A Guide to Shared
Parenting in the 21st Century.” is
now available in bookstores around
the country.

The publisher of the book is
Hampton Roads Publishing Company
in Norfolk, Virginia. a nationally
known publisher.

The 157-page book. ISBN 1-
878901-56-7, contains contributions
from CRC writers and researchers.

Although vou can order a copy of
the book from CRC or from the pub-
lisher. we prefer that vou order a copy
from vour local bookstore. The advan-
tages of ordering from your bookstore
are:

e the price of the book is the same
($9.95). but vou will save shipping
charges;

* ordering from a bookstore alerts
the hookstore to the fact that there is
interest in this book. If vou tell the
bookstore of vour interest in CRC, and
ask them to stock the book, they will
likely order 5 or 10 copies or more.

* having those extra copies on the
bookshelves will attract other poten-
tial book buyers who are browsing in
the stores.

CRC is not interested so much in
rovalties from the book talthough they
are welcome) as in getting our—and
vour ideas—out to a wider audience.

Even if people don’t buy the bhook.
many of them will see the title “The
Best Parent is Both Parents”™ on the
hookshelves. and, we hope. be affected
positively by those words.

Some CRO activists, including
Brent Sandbak of Texas, have culled
numerous bookstores, stating that
theyv are members of CRC. and asking

Inside CRC

the bookstores to carry the book.

The bookstores are responding
favorably, said Sandbak and others.

The CRC book, an update of several
CRC reports. contains substantial
new information, and has been two
vears in the making. “We hope to
reach a market for CRC’s ideas that
has to date been untapped,” said CRC
President David L. Levy, the editor of
the book.

One reader of the book was sur-
prised to find that according to the
U.S. Census Bureau, only 25 percent
of fathers subject to court-ordered
child support do not pay any support.
“Although I wish the figure were zero,
the government and the media always
present the non-compliance figure as
much higher.” said Joyce Wright of
Albuquerque. New Mexico, in a letter
to CRC.

Contributors to the book include
CRC writers and researchers Anna
Keller. Elliott H. Diamond and
Alexander Hillary II, as well as
Elizabeth McGonagle, originator of
the “Banana Splits” school-based pro-
gram in upstate New York.

The book contains much factual
data. and extensive endnotes,

Information about CRC. as well as
the names, addresses and phone num-
bers of CRC chapters are listed in the
back of the hook. The names of CRC
advisors are also provided.

CRC Office Staff

Lynn Nesbitt, who works full time
at the CRC office. now has an assis-
tant. LadJuan Sykes. If you call the
CRC office at (2021 547-6227. vou will
find either Lynn or LaJuan pleasant
to talk to.

CRC Advisor Farrell
Publishes Book

“The Myth of Male Power: Why
Men are the Disposable Sex.” by CRC
Advisor Warren Farrell, was pub-
lished in July, 1993 by Simon &
Schuster. The book gives statistics on
men and women with regards to
health, military life. and erime. and
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mentions that 859% of single parent
homes are headed by women, thus
disposing of men as active, caring par-
ents. (Note: CRC notes that the cur-
rent system also disposées of mothers
and grandparents. i.e. the 2 million
non-custodial mothers and many
adversely affected grandparents,
while the greatest losers from the cus-
tody system are, of course, the chil-
dren).

CRC Advisor Stabenow
Running for Governor

Debbie Stabenow, a long-tine CRC
advisor, is running for governor in
Michigan. The election is in
November, 1994. Stabenow, a
Democratic Michigan state senator,
was the driving force behind the
change in Michigan law that provided
for a balanced “support and visitation”
bill in the early 1980’s.

Michigan is the only state CRC is
aware of that treats visitation as
important as financial support by
linking the two together in the title of
the same bill. “and this is largely the
effort of Debbie Stahenow,” said CRC
President David L. Levy.

Stabenow, who spoke at CRC's
1992 conference. also contributed to
CRC's efforts to get Congress to
authorize the access (visitation)
grants in the 1988 Family Support
Act.

She endorsed the program in a let-
ter (which also appears in CRC's
Report R105A) that the reason
Michigan has led the country in the
rate of child support collections is
because of Michigan's “Friend of the
Court” and balanced family law legis-
lation.

“If there was one thing that con-
vinced Congress to authorize $8 bil-
lion for access visitation grants in the
1988 Family Support Act, it was the
link between child access and finan-
cial support.” said Levy.

Michigan collects $8.33 in support
for every dollar spent to collect. a fig-
ure which has consistently led the rest
of the states, according to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
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Services (HHS).

Administrative officers in all 67
Michigan counties, who are called
“Friends of the Court”, are supposed
to administratively investigate and
resolve not just support arrearages,
but also visitation complaints.
Although there are complaints that in
many counties, visitation problems
are not treated seriously by the
Friends of the Court, Michigan at
least has the distinction of having an
administrative statewide system in
place, said Levy. Michigan’s short-
comings, which includes insulating
the friend of the court from account-
ability or removal, are being studied
by other states, including Texas,
which is working to set up its own
“Friend of the Court” system with
more accountability by its adminis-
trative officers.

CRC, as a non-profit organization,
cannot endorse candidates for public
office, but individuals are free to work
on campaigns and to make contribu-
tions.

Stabenow may be reached at the
State House, Lansing, Michigan.

Intellectual Property
Services

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained
trademark protection for CRC, is a

" specialist in trademark. patent, copyv-
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right, and licensing law. He is now a
partner, with his name in the title of
the newly-revamped law firm of
Ohlandt, Greeley and Ruggiero, 1
Landmark Square, Suite 903,
Staniford. CT. 06901, telephone (203)
327-6067.
Computer Technology
Services

Steve Chan, who has helped CRC
with its computer system, is knowl-
edgeable in computer technology. and
has also served as an expert witness
in computer procurement cases on
the federal level. Mr. Chan is at
Uniprime Systems, Ine., P.O.Box
3247, Baltimore, MD. 21228, phone
1100 747-7510.

Media Contacts
CRC's  National office  in
Washington. D.C. is fielding about 10
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media inquiries a week. Press people
often ask for statistics and facts.
Within the past few months, CRC rep-
resentatives have been contacted by
TV and print publications including
CNN, the New York Times, Focus on
the Family, Redbook magazine, The
St. Louis Post Dispatch, The Toledo
(Ohio! Blade, and the Winston-Salem
(NC) Journal. The Journal, in an
Angust 1, 1993 article, quoted CRC as
saying that about 172,000 of the
6,600,000 children whose access (visi-
tation) is interfered with by custodial
parents, are in North Carolina. CRC
urges child advocates in other states to
get local media to quote the statistics
for their state. Sec state-by-state
breakdown elsewhere in this issue.
CRC was quoted in a front page article
on mediation that appeared in the
Washington Post on July 12, 1993.
and in various other publications. CRC
also receives frequent calls from indi-

viduals writing magazine articles and
books.

TV Violence

The plethora of sex and violence on
TV is “no accident”, but has been “pur-
posely injected into the mainstream of
American television,” according to a
lengthy Outlook article in the
Washington Post, August 1, 1993, by
David Levy (no relation to the presi-
dent of CRC). Levy. who is an unofti-
cial advisor to CRC. is executive direc-
tor of the Caucus for Producers,
Writers and Directors and president of
Wilshire Productions Inc. in Los

Angeles. Levy, former NBC officer in
charge of network programming,
talks about the damage to children
that has occurred over the years from
excessive sex and violence—damage
he tried to warn Congress and the
networks about 30 years ago—and
the need to limit violence and sex on
TV today. The article provides a com-
prehensive overview of the increase in
sex and violence in TV over the past
30 years.

Volunteers,
Materials, Services
Needed

Are you interested in advocacy,
office work, public relations, fund-rais-
ing, membership development, tax
issues affecting the family. research or
writing? If so, please write to CRC. We
will send you information.

If you donate materials, such as
computers, typewriters, fax machines,
or telephones, we can use them at our
national office in Washington, D.C. or
give them to our chapters around the
country. And vou can obtain a tax
deduction for your gift.

If you know of an accounting firm
that does audits for non-profit groups,
and the firm would consider doing an
annual audit for CRC pro bouna or at a
reduced rate, please let us know, We
currently pay a substantial amount of
money for our annual audit and TRS
Form 990.

CRC is Number 1513 in Charity Campaign

If vou work for the federal govern-
ment, or know someonc who does,
please designate—or have your
friends designate-—the Children’s
Rights Council in the Combined
Federal Campaign. which is now
underway at all government offices,
post offices, and military bases.

CRC is Number 1513 in the
Children’s Charities of America sec-
tion of the annual federal government
charity drive. the same number we
had last vear.
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CRC only receives funds that con-
tributors actually designate to CRC.

CRC is also listed as number 1513
in the San Francisco, California Bay
area workplace campaign, for those
who wish to contribute to CRC.

CRC has sent thank vou letters to
evervone who contributed to us last
vear, and who permitted their names
to be given to us. For those contribu.-
tors who preferred anonymity, we also
say thank vou!




California

A bill that would allow the custodi-
al parent to move out of state without
notifying the courts or the non-custo-
dial parent was recently defeated in a
Senate subcommittee in Sacramento,
according to Lou Ann Bassan. CRC
coordinator in California.

The current requirement in
California requires 45 days notice to
the court and to the non-custodial par-
ent prior to a parent’s planned perma-
nent removal of a child from the state.
This allows the other parent an oppor-
tunity to oppose the move, or support
it, perhaps by working out new finan-
cial or parenting time (visitation)
arrangements with the other parent.

Another bill which would require
support financial child support until a
child reaches age 21 or goes to college
was recently defeated in a Senate sub-
committee. Currently, California
requires child support until a child
reaches age 18.

California is a bellwether state in
family law legislation, so what hap-
pens there often has a strong effect on
the rest of the country tbut see below
regarding coliege education require-
ments in Pennsylvania and New
Hampshire).

The two bills were opposed by Jim
Cook. president of the Joint Custody
Association in Los Angeles, CRC of
California. COPS (Coalition of Parent
Support). PACT (Parents and Chil-
dren Together). and FREE (Fathers
Rights and Equality Exchange). and
other groups, who held a rally in

Sacramento in February 1993 attend-.

ed by 300 people. Members of the
group visited legislators, testified
before legislative committees, wrote
letters and made phone calls.

Bassan said leaders of the groups
have formed the Executive Comnmittee
for Family Law Reform of Northern
California. a coalition designed to
plan future strategy.

(CRC encourages parental support
for a child's eollege education, and
secks research on whether, if a state
helps to assure close and continuing
contact between a child and the non-

Chapter News

custodial parent, contributions from

that parent to the child’s college edu-

cation can be induced voluntarily).
Virginia

Virginia has passed a “friendly par-
ent"” provision to its custody law, and a
requirement of 30 days notice in writ-
ing before the intended move of a cus-
todial parent from the state.

The provisions are amendments to
20-107.2 of the Code of Virginia.

The “friendly parent” provision
states that as a factor in determining
who should get custody, the court
shall consider “The propensity of each
parent to allow the child contact with
the other parent, and the relative will-
ingness and demonstrated ability of
each parent to maintain a close and
continuing relationship with the
child.”

The “friendly parent” provision is
similar to provisions in California and
other states that statutorily allow a
court to consider, in granting custody,
which parent is most likely to encour-
age frequent and continuing contact
with the other parent.

A number of states also have
requirements of 30 to 60 days notice
to the court and the other parent prior
to a parent moving from the state
with the child. The purpose of such a
provision is to give parents time to
object to the move, or to work out
revised access and/or financial
arrangements regarding the child. in
an orderly way.

The Virginia notice requirement
states that “In any proceeding involv-
ing custody or visitation, the court
shall include as a condition of any cus-
tody or visitation order a requirement
that thirty days’ advance written
notice be given to the court and the
other party by any party intending to
relacate. The court may require that
the notice be in such form and contain
such information as it deems proper
and necessary under the circum-
stances of the cases.”

Another new provision in the
Virginia statute provides that the
court may consider the reasonable
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preference of the child, if the court
deems the child to be of reasonable
intelligence, understanding, age and
experience to express such a prefer-
ence.

CRC's Virginia coordinator, Cindy
Lewis of Norfolk, who has bheen
appointed to the Study Group for the
Virginia Commission on Youth to
study custody and visitation, praised
the efforts of many men and women in
Virginia to get the above changes into
law.

In another development, Murray
Steinberg of the Richmond, VA. CRC
chapter, has been appointed to the
Virginia Child Support Enforcement
Advisory Committee. He joins Paul
Robinson of northern Virginia CRC,
who was already a member of the
committee.

Texas

Health Care Costs to be
Shared

A new amendment to the Texas
code provides for a sharing of the costs
of unreimbursed medical expenses for
the child. Previously, Texas courts
have been splitting the unreimbursed
medical costs 50-50, with only the
non-custodial parent’s portion payable
as financial child support. There was
no court requirement that the custodi-
al parent pay his or her part of the
medical costs.

The provision., added to Sec.
14.053(d) of the Family Code states
that “As additional child support the
court shall allocate between the par-
ties, according to the parties’ circum-
stances. the reasonable and necessary
health care expenses of a child that are
not reimbursed by health insurance.”

Kids whose parents have
divorced, who would like to give
advice to other kids whose parents
are divorcing, are invited to write to
author Gayvle Kimball for a question-
naire to complete. The title of her
book in progress is “How to Survive
Your Parents’ Divorece.” You may
write to her at 42 Ranchito Way,
Chico, CA 95928,
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New Chapters
Formed

CRC is pleased to announce that CRC
chapters are being developed in two addition-
al states, They are Tennessee and Minnesota.
David Courson, who ix a real estate agent in
Nashville, is CRC’s new coordinator in
Tennessee. David attended CRC's 1992 con-
ference.

Bruce Kaskubar, who is a computer tech-
nology analyst with the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester. is CRC's new coordinator in
Minnesota.

CRC’s new Florida state coordinator is
Kris Kline. author of “For the Sake of the
Children.” a book published by Prima
Publishers tdistributed by St. Martin's Press .
that advises parents on how to co-operate
after divorce. Kris, who lives in the Tampa
area. has spoken at CR(' conferences. She and
her husband Stephen have operated an adver-
tising communications company for 20 vears.

National Affiliate
Organizations

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC)
P.O. Box 27418

Houston, TX 77227-741K

phone (7131 840-1626

Jennifer Isham, president

Colorado

Grandparents United for Children’s
Rights (GUCR)

137 Larkin Street

Madison, WI 53705

Patrcia Gehlen. chair
1916 16:35-2390

CRC of Colorado

P.O. Box 28008.4

Lakewood. ('O 80228

3031 980-6903

Valerie Ozsu, state coordmator

Delaware
CRC of Delaware

Piotr Blass, who had been CRC's coordina-
tor in Florida, will continue to head a chapter
in south Florida. Blass. who along with long-
time CRC member Roger Gay. has numerous
European contacts. will. along with Gay.
develop CRC contacts in Europe and Israel.
Blass lives in Boynton Beach, near Miami.
Florida. Gay. who lived previously in Texas,
has spent the past several months in
England, and will soon move to Sweden,
where his son is living with his son’s mother.

CRC seeks to form chapters throughout
the U.S., in order to assist the citizens of each
state with that state’s unique laws. Custody
reform is primarily handled on the state level.
although Congress is entering the field maove
and more, and what happens in Congress
affects all the states.

If you are part of a national network,
vou will generally get a better reception
than a group that is limited to one state or
community.

Coordinators of our state chapters main-
tain contact by mail exchange and cross-coun-
try telephone conference calls between the

Non-Custodial Parents
15151263-9511
Eric Borseth, J.D

Kansas/Missouri

CRC of KansasMissouri
5516 Mission Road
Fairway, KS 66205.2721
9131 831-0190

Roger Doeren, coardimator

Kentucky

Professionals Serving Custadial and

chapters and CRC national. In this way,
chapters can benefit from cach other and do
not have to constantly “re-invent the wheel”.

Chapters exist in 25 states.

If you live in a state where there is a
CRC chapter, we urge you to join the chap-
ter. In this way. vou will be networking
with a chapter and national CRC to reform
custody law and attitudes around the coun-
try. By hecoming a member of the chapter,
vou also become a member of national
CRC.

If you would like to learn if & chapter is
forming in your state. write or call CRC. If
vou would like to form a chapter in your
own state or community, write to CRC for
our Affiliation Booklet.

This 37-page booklet explains every-
thing vou want to know about affiliation.

After reviewing the booklet. write to
Eric Anderson of Texas, CRC chapter coor-
dinator, for further information. Eric's
address is listed below.

Note: CRC’s name is protected by feder-
al trademark law,

Vestal, NY 13805
6071 T8H-9338
Kim Boedecker-Frey, coordinatir

Ohio

9681 Harding Hwy £
Galion. OH 445833

14191 845-2572

Kathy Clark. coordinator

Pennsylvania
P.E.A.C.E. (Parents Equality and
Children’s Equality

phone (6081 238-8751
Ethel Dunn, exceeutive divector

Stepfamily Association of
America (SAA)

215 Centennial Mall South, Sune 212
Lincols, Nebraska 68505

4020 477-TRIT

Judith Bauersfeld. president

CRC Chapters
Alabama

CRC of Alubama

454 Morphy Avenue
Farhope. AL 36532

E D Wilsm, coordimator
1205 250 164

Alaska

Alaska Dads and Moms

2 Arctie Boulevard, Ste 30
Ancharage, AR 99503

HO0T 2747358

Gy Maxw el state coordimator

Alaska Fanuly Support Group
PO Bos 111691

Anchorage, AK 9951116491
Q0T 37T

Jim Arnesen, president

Secenud Wives and Claldren
PO, Boa ¥757001

Wil AK 99587 57201
9073761415

Tracs Deskill, pre<ident

CRC of California
and San Francisco chapter
2547 Norega Street, Sute 344
San Franciseo, CA 91122

A TR

{ou Ann o~ state coordimator
CRC of Cahfrina
Sacrmmento chapter
1’0 Box 08T
Sacramentn, CA O8G0

Q
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P.O. Box 182
Bethel, DE 199141
3021 8753-7353

Bill Bavrrell. courdinator
3020 748522

James Morning, president

Florida

CRC of Florida
155 Shore Driv
Ellenton, FL 34222

(K130 T22-868K

Kris Kline, coordimator
CRC of Florida,

sonthern Florda chapter
11:3 W, Tara Lakes Drive
Bovnton Beach. FL 334616
ST EAUS-0512

Pt Blass, chanr

Georgia

CRC of Georgna

PO Bex 70486

Manretta, GA 30007-04%6
CHMEO2R-TLLO

sanny Burmerster coordmator

linois

CRC of Hhinos
"0, Box 786
Pekin, 1ML ¢
06973
Ann Danner. coordmator

Indiana

CRC of Indun

2625 N Merdim, St 202
Indumapohs, IN 520~

CHIT 9235883

David Dnm, eoordimaten

lows
Fathers for Kgual Riphts, e
46238 Donglas Avenne
Des Moines, IA H0310
HIRCATT-RTRG

ek Woads, coordimator

CRC of Kentucky
11980 Highway 144
Philpott. KY 42366
15021 684-6100

Tracey Cox, coordinator

Maryland

CRC of Marviand

417 Pershing Drive

Stlver Spring. MD 20910
13011 HR8-0262

Harvey Walden, coordinator

Massachusetts

Sheila Sands, coordmator 4135 73874900
Sue Parker 1617 323-60258, assistant
coordinator

Coneerned Fathers of Massachisetts. Ine
O Box 2768

Springficld, MA 011012768

Gearge Kelly, president

(1130 736-7432

Michigan

CRC of Michigan

IO Bux 416

Livwton, M1 48065-0:416

161 247-H868

Heather Rowhson, coordimataor

Minnesota

CRC of Minnesota

3905 Chatean Ruad N W
Rochester, MN 73901

0T 2RG-6221

Bruee Kashubar, coordimator

New Jersey

NewJersey Couaal fur Chaldren s
Right~ ' NJCCR:

170 Box 615

Winvne, NJOTH70 0615

DUTI RE SRR AN

Iireh Sturn. presidem

New York
CRC ol New Yok
231 Mamn Street, Sinte 1

20 1.2 8. Bradford St.
Allentown, PA 18103

215+ 435-3008

Gary Onuschak. coordinator

Texas

Children's Rights Counal of Texas

P.O. Box 12961

Capital Station

Austin, TX 78711

15121 499-TCRC

Eri¢c Anderson, coordinator and nation-
wide chapter coordinator

Tennessee

CRC of Tennessee

5914 Charlotte Avenue
Nushville, TN 37209

Dawvid Courson coordmatar
6151 952-2498

Vermont

\'ermonters for Strong Fanuhes
RR |, Box 284A

E. Montpeher, VT 05651

18021 436-3089

Fred Tubbs, coordimator

Virginia

CRC of Virginia. Thidewater chapter
3029 Yakima Road

Chesapenke, VA 283825
SO4C363-KIDS

Michael Bwing, president

Cindy Lewis, state coordimator

CRC of Virginia, Richmond chapter
8935 Pattersen Avemie

Richmond, \'A 283220

VRO T40-9880D

Murray Stemberg, president
Fathers Unuted for Feaual Right's and
Women's Coahition

I' () Box 1323

Arligton, VA 22210- 1323

L7030 451 RhR0

Paul Rolnnson, president
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Here are Some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the The CRC catalog lists more than sixty books,
written reports, audio-cassettes. model bills.
and gifts for children. Members can recelve

Children’s Rights Council L L D e bers can order. one

for $1.00. Write: CRC, 220 1 St

r., NE,
Suite 230, Washington, D.C. 20002-4362.
] ; ; 3 Discount: CRC Members - 10% ea. book
- 20% other items
CATALOG OF RESOURCES Senaall tFm()k orders to: CRC Books. P.0, Box 5568

riendship Station, Wash.., DC 20016.
fOf parenfs Add $2 for Ist book, 50¢ each additional

and professionals book for shipping and handl{ng.
Special Additions w‘dSome Books Currently Listed:

The Parental Alienation Syndrome, by Richard A. Gardner, M.D.
The PAS occurs when one parent denigrates the other parent, and
gets the child to join in the denigration. Gardmer, a national
expert on the PAS, describes the disorder and recommends
treatment. 1992 publishing of this material as a separate
book for the first time. BKA-803 — 348 pg. HB $30.00.

A Hote In My Heant: Adult Chilfdren of Divonce Speak Out,
by Claire Berman. Enables people to understand they are not
alone, and helps spouses and loved ones better understand
their mates. BKM-505 -- 280 pg. SB $8.00.

Sunrviving The Breakup, by Joan Berlin Kelly, Ph.D. and Judith S.
Wallerstein, Ph.D. A longitudinal study of the effects of
divorce on children. BKP-210 —— 340 pg. SB $14.00.

For The Sake 0f The Chifdren, by Kris Kline and Stephen Pew, PhD.
: Insights and advice on how parents can cooperate after divorce.
) i h ot — —
R \MH - e BKP-211 220 pg. HB $17.95.
PROAL CFHDEEN . .
AL T COR True And False Allegations 04 Child Sexual Abuse,
W OR O by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. Child sexual abuse cases are
: - burgeoning. Gardner provides analysis, evaluated criteria
e and recommendations necessary to better differentiate
between true and false allegations. His proposals could
result in better resolution of cases. BKA-807 -748 pg. HB $45.00.

399N IINEI I YT II Y49 AR ITERBBTEXEETLIZDE

1 Think Divorce Stinks, by Marcia Lebowitz. BKK-104 -~ 16 pg. SB $4.95.

The Dynamics 0f Divorce, by Florence W. Kaslow, Ph.D. and Lita Linzer Schwartz, Ph.D.
BKP-207 —-— 329 pg. HB $35.00.

Divorce Busting, by Michele Weiner-Davis. BKE-610 -- 252 pg. SB $11.03G.

Sudden Endings, by Madeline Bennett, BKP-214 — 280 pg. $4.00.

The Joint Custody Handbook - Creating Arrangements That Work, by Miriam Gilper Cohen.
BKE-610 -~ 203 pg. SB $10.95.

Divorce Book Fon Parents, by Vicki Lansky. BKP-203 —- 254 pg. HB $18.95, SB $4.50.

The Hardbook Of Divonce Mediation, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. and S. Richard
Sauber, Ph.D. BKE-604 — 506 pg. HB $65.00.

The Custody Revolution - The Father Facton And The Motherhood Mystique, by Richard A.
Warshak, Ph.D. BKE-607 — 272 pg. HB $21.00.

Fathers Rights - The Sourcebook For Dealing With The Child Support System, by Jon Conine.
BKF-406 — 220 pg. HB $17.95.

Mothens Without Custody, bv Ceoffrev Grief. BKE-609 -~ 290 pg. SB $11.00.

Mom's House, Dad's House, by lsolina Ricci, Ph.D. BKP-202 -~ 270 pg. SB $8.95.

Long Distance Parenting, by Miriam Galper Cohen. BKP-213 — 193 pg. HB $17.95.

Parent vs. Parent, by Stephen P. Herman, M.D. BKP-209 -~ 240 pg. HB $20.95.

Don't Blame Me, Daddy, by Dean Tong. BKA-806 -— 215 pg. SB $11.95.

Divonce And The Myth 0f Lawyers, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. BKE-608 — 175 pg. SB $19.95.

Children Hetd Hostage, by Stanley S. Clawar, Ph.D. and Brynne V. Rivlin, M.5.5.
BKF-606 -~ 208 pg. SB $49.95.
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We are proud of your achievements, CRC! Sign me up and send me the Distributed by:
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a:
New member, $35 Sustaining member. $60 Sponsor, $125
Life member, $500 Other $
I can't join now, but here is my tax-deductible contribution of $
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.
AMEX MC VISA CC# Exp. date .
CRC # if renewal or change of address. see CRC number on label.
Title ({Mr., Ms.. Dr.. Rev., etc.) If you live in AL. AK. CA.CO, DE. FL. GA. IN,
Name (Must be provided.) [A. 1L. KS, KY. MA, MI, MD, MO. MN. NJ.
Suffix (ACSW. MD, etc.) Nickname (Optional.) | VY- OH.PATN.TX. VAV, we ask that vou

; ] . join the CRC chapter in that state (which
0 i . ) join
rganization (48 Character maximum includes membership in CRC National). For

address of chapter in those states. see else-
where in this newsletter, or write to CRC for
information.

Delivery Address (48 Character maximum):

City State (2 characters)
Zip Code

Country (If other than US.

Organization phone Home phone
Work phone If organization is listed in CRC Directory. organization phone number will be listed.
Home and work phone numbers are for CRC internal use only.
Fax number Chapter name, if affiliated with CRC
As a member, please send me Speak Out For Children (CRC’s Quarterly Newsletter), Catalog of Resources (in
which I receive discounts) and the following at NO ADDITIONAL COST:
* “A Child’s Right — 2 Parents.” Bumper Sticker.
* FREE! A $10 VALUE — A 40-page report. Written Preliminary Proceedings from CRC's 1993 Seventh Annual Conference (sub-
mitted prior o conference). Includes 18 different reports including Child Sexual Abuse. New Access (Visitation) Research, Working
with the Media and the Courts. and Grandparents as Resources for Grandchildren.

For my membership of more than $35 or renewal, send me a list of free itemis Im entitled to ¢the higher the contributions, the more items that are fiveel.
If vou are an individual memher of CRC, your name may be given on accasion to other children's rights organizations, ovganizations that sup-
port CRC, or individuals seeking a referral for help. If you do not want your name to be given for these purposes, please cheek here

Call (202) 547-6227 to charge your membership to a credit card, or
send completed form to CRC, 220 I Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington. DC 20002-4362.

Bulk copies of this newsletter are available (20 for $15, 50 for $30, and 100 for $59) for distribution
to policy-makers, judges, and interested persons in your state. Send order to CRC. 6 3
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After being declared dead,
the Commission on Child Wel-
fare that will provide a na-
tional forum for access (visita-
tion) problems sprang to life
this Fall with a $250,000
appropriation, thanks to the

Sen. Kohl efforts of a legislative aide to
Sen. Herbert Kohl (D-WI), the sponsor of the
Commission.

Now comes the important task of appoint-
ing the 15 members of the Commission (see
more on this below).

The Commission, authorized under the
1992 Hyde/Shelby bill (Public Law 102-521),
required, under Congress’s 2-step process, an
appropriation of funds before it could operate.

Sherry Hayes, legislative aide to Sen. Kohl,
had carlier reported to CRC that Congress
had decided not to fund any commissions this
year, as reported in the Summer/Fall “Speak
Out for Children”.

But she observed during a subsequent
meeting of Senate aides that a commission to
study certain aspects of the social security
commission was being funded by Congress.
The result was that Congress decided to also
fund the commission on child welfare.

Although the $250,000 is far less than the
$2 million originally authorized, Congress has
pledged another $250,000 for the commission
next year. Morcover, the language of the fund-
ing bill adopis the strong language about visi-

Access (Visitation) Commission Funded;
15 Members to be Appointed

tation that Senator Kohl remarked on the
Senate floor in 1992, but which is only margin-
allv mentioned in the Hyde-Shelby bill itself.

The Congressional report says $250,000 is
provided “for the Commission on Child and
Family Welfare to examine child visitation
rights of non-custodial parents and other issues
that were not addressed by the United States
Child Support Commission.

Continued on page 4

Domestic Violence
Tied to Visitation Services

—

The Senate has passed, as part of the
omnibus Crime bill, a provision that would
authorize grants to domestic violence shelters to
administer supervised visitation and neutral
drop-off and pick-up centers for children.

A similar bill, H.R. 2573, sponsored by Rep.
Martin Sabo (D-MN), is pending in the House.

The Senate bill, sponsored by Sen. Paul
Wellstone (D-MN), was subject to a hearing
before Sen. Chris Dodd’s Subcommittee on
Children, Family. Drugs and Alcoholism on
October 28, and tacked onto the crime bill 11
days later (sce Congressional Record, Monday,
November 8, 1993, page S15242).

Continued on page 4

CRC'S EIGHTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE WILL BE APRIL 13-17, 1994 AT THE HOLIDAY INN,
BETHESDA, MARYLAND (the same conference site as in 1993). PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING.

Lb4g
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ents and extended family the child
would normally have during a mar-
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Clinton Panel Surveys Welfare and Child Support

A high-level panel, assigned by President Clinton to
gather information for welfare reform and child support
legislation, has been holding hearings around the country.

The panel, called the “Welfare Reform Working Group,”
is expected to make recommendations that will be part of
proposed legislation that President Clinton sends to
Capitol Hill in 1994.

The committee, co-chaired by Bruce Read, assistant
White House advisor on domestic policy, and Mary Jo
Bane, assistant secretary of the U.S. Health and Human
Services, has held five hearings—in Chicago, Washington,
D.C., northern New Jersey, Sacramento, California, and
Memphis, Tennessee.

Officials of the panel have called on CRC to testify at
three of the five hearings that have been held around the
country.

CRC President David L. Levy testified at the Washing-
ton, D.C. hearing. He was on a panel of eight people, each
of whom spoke for five minutes. Then, in an unusual pro-
cedure for a hearing in Washington, D.C., there was open
discussion for 25 minutes among the eight testifiers and
the working group officials. Seven testifiers advocated
merely for “tightening the screws” with new support
enforcement techniques, but Levy advocated an alterna-
tive approach. The entire session was spent on the alter-
native approach.

David Ellwood, assistant director of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services for Planning and
Development, opened the door for the wide-ranging dis-
cussion by posing the question, “Are we proceeding the
right way in our child support system?” No, said Levy—
child support is the only area of the law where there is no
mix of incer ives and responsibilities.

But when you buy a car, said Ellwood, that is a respon-
sibility.

Yes, said Levy, but then the car is yours, and when you
pay on a martgage, you live in the house, but when you
pay financial child support, where is the child? Society,
Levy said, does not protect the child-parent relationship.

Another testifier, from AYUDA, that represents
Hispanic clients, spoke of abusive and neglectful fathers.
CRC does not condone those kinds of parents—mothers or
fathers, said Levy, but the average Jane and Joe divorcing
Americans love their children and want to be part of their
lives.

Levy cited Census Bureau data that where fathers have
joint custody, they pay 90.2% of their support (these
fathers represent 7 percent of divorced fathers); where
fathers have visitation, they pay 79.1% of their support
(55% of divorced fathers), and where fathers have neither
joint custody nor visitation, they pay only 44.5% of their
support (37% of divorced fathers). The statistics would
probably be the same, said Levy, if the Census :3ureau
interviewed mothers as well as fathers.

Levy asked that the Clinton Administration make
greater efforts towards family formation and family

preservation, but if families break up {or are never
formed), to assure that children receive emotional support
(parenting) as well as financial support.
Levy’s panel was broadcast at least three times on C-
Span.
Regional hcarings

At the hearing in New Jersey, testifiers included
Richard Martin, the president of the New Jersey Council
for Children’s Rights, who pointed out that if children are
to avoid poverty and crime—they need an education, they
need good role models, and they need two parents who
care.

Bruce Eden, chairman of the board of NJCCR, testified
that less than two percent of single mothers receiving wel-
fare are removed from the welfare roles each year because
of child support (source: Jon Conine, former Director of the
Washington State Child Support Enforcement Program).

Steve Nagy, NJCCR member, testified that “I walked
into court a loving, caring, involved father. I walked out an
indentured servant, merely a big brother to a kid I'm sure
to lose. I no longer respect the law. I simply fear it. I am
no longer an American citizen, just an American victim.”

At a hearing in Sacramento, California, CRC
Sacramento chapter head Patricia Gehlen called for more
balance in the family law system. .

If you would like copies of any of the testimony referred
to above, write to CRC national for Levy’s testimony
(include $3.00 for postage and handling); for testimony -
from CRC chapters, write to the respective chapter (see
addresses of chapters near the end of this issue).

CRC officers and officers of other organizations
representing children and non-custodial parents
have held several meetings with high officials at the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) during the past several months. This marks
the first time that extensive meetings have been
held between such organizations and ranking
political appointees at HHS.

Separate meetings have also been held by such
organizations, including CRC, the American Fathers
Coalition, and the Stepfamily Association, with
William Galston, a White House assistant domestic
policy advisor. This also marks the first time that a
high-ranking White House official has held several
meetings with organizations representing children,
non-custodial parents, and extended families.

More such mectings are planned.

(See Page 4 regarding the efforts of Galston vis-a-
vis the Commission on Child Welfare).
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Access Commission
Continued from page 1

Again, it was behind the scenes
work by the office of Senator Kohl to
get this strong language into the
funding provision—a mandate to
guide appointments to the commis-
sion and the work of the commission.

Even after Congress provided this
$250,000 and President Clinton
signed the funding bill, the President
could have included the $250,000 in a
bill he sent to Congress November 1,
1993 asking that certain funds previ-
ously allocated be “rescinded” because
they were unnecessary expenditures.

William Galston, assistant White
House director of domestic policy, told
representatives of CRC and other
organizations who met with him in
October, that he planned to personal-
ly ask administration officials in
charge of the budget not to include
the Commission in their request for
rescission. They complied, and the
$250,000 was not in the rescission bill.

15 Members to be Appointed

They are to be appointed as follows:

* 3 by the president of the United
'States;

* 4 by the President pro tempore of
the Senate (Robert C. Byrd, D-WV);

* 2 by the Senate minority leader
(Robert Dole, R-KS);

* 4 by the Speaker of the House
(Thomas Foley, D-WA);

* 2 by the House minoritv leader
(Bob Michel, R-IL).

The law provides that the commis-
sioners are to be:

(a) persons who have expertise in
family law, children’s issues, mental
health, and related policies:

(b) persons who have expertise,
through rescarch and practice in laws
and policies related to child and fami-
lyv welfare; .

tc) persons who represent organi-
zations that scek to protect the civil
rights of children;

(d) persons who represent advoca-
¢y groups that work for the interests
of children;

te) persons who represent advocacy
groups that work for the interests of
both custodial and non-custodial par-
ents, and;
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(f) persons who have conducted
extensive research on, or delivered
services to, children adversely affected
by divorce.”

CRC and other advocacy groups
across the country have presented
slates of candidates to the persons
who make appointments to the
Commission.

The many individuals and organi-
zations who wrote letters and made
phone calls to Senator Kohl and other
members of Congress on behalf of
establishment and funding of the com-
mission showed that there is wide-
spread support in the U.S. for such a
commission.
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Domestic Violence
Continued from page 1

The bill authorizes $7,500,000 a
year, or a total of $30 million for four
years for the domestic violence shel-
ters to administer the supervised visi-
tation centers.

At the hearing, Dodd said that non-
custodial fathers were not the only
ones responsible for visitation prob-
lems, and that there was more to visi-
tation problems than domestic vio-
lence, but his words were not reported
in most media stories of the hearing,
and were not reflected in the legisla-
tion. The media reported that Sheila
Wellstone, the senator’s wife, was the
catalyst behind the bill.

The hearing before Dodd’s commit -
tee, which was entirely focused on
domestic violence, was conducted as
part of Domestic Violence Awareness
Month.

CRC and Dick Woods, administra-
tor of a $300,000 federal access grant,
part of which is being spent to identi-
fy and diagnose visitation problems,
were not allowed to testify at the
hearing.

Nevertheless. CRC and Woods
issued a statement which was distrib-
uted at the hearing, endorsing the
concept of supervised visitation and
neutral pick-up and drop-off points,
but urging that the findings of Woods’
federal grant be considered before
Congress passes legislation in this
area.

The statement said that domestic
violence shelters have little or no

Ch'Yy

experience in supervised visitation or
neutral drop-offs, and that schools,
day care centers or people’s homes
would be more “neutral” places for
children involved in such programs
than sites selected by domestic vio-
lence shelters.

The statement urged that the
many divorced parents’ support
groups across the country with expe-
rience in either supervised visitation
or neutral drop-off or pick-up be eligi-
ble for funds for this purpose.

CRC urges all organizations with
such experience, or who, because they
counsel divorcing parents, have the
means to develop such experience, to
write to their Representatives, urging
that the funding in this bill be open to
all such groups.

Educate your Representative about
the data and research involved in vis-
itation problems, and the need for
balanced legislation regarding super-
vised visitation and neutral drop-off
and pick-up procedures.

Write to

Representative (name)

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515.

Write to your Senator, saying that
if the bill goes to conference commit-
tee, with a provision for funding to
include groups with experience in
handling supervised visitation, and
neutral drop-off and pick-up points,
you want your senator to support the
broader funding. Write to your

Senator (name)

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

CRC Needs

CRC needs a financial officer. The
financial officer can function from
anywhere in the country. Duties
include preparation of budget and
financial reports.

If you can donate materials to CRC,
such as computers. typewriters, fax
machines, or telephones, we can use
them at our national office in Wash-
inglon, D.C. or give them to our chap-
ters around the country. And you can
obtain a tax deduction for your contri-
bution.




Ahrons, Braver, Blau, Clawar/Rivlin, Gardner,
Woods Speakers at CRC’s 1994 Conference

Constance Ahrons, Ph.D, Sanford
Braver, Melinda Blau, Stanley
Clawar and Brynne Rivlin and
Richard Gardner, will highlight
CRC’s Eighth National Conference
April 13-17, 1994.

Ahrons, a long-time
researcher and writer on
divorce, and guest on

. ol numerous TV shows on
the subjects of divorce
and custody, will speak
on “Is a Good Divorce an

Oxymoron?” Ahron’s newest book,
“The Good Divorce” will be published
in 1994 by Harper/Collins. Ahrons is
a professor of sociology and practicing
psychotherapist in Santa Monica,
California.

Melinda Blau, a writer = ! '*l
for Child, The New York 5 ¥
Magazine, New Woman, » G
and American Health, o
who won a “Best in ilﬁ'
Media” award from CRC Blau
in 1989 for an article in
New York Magazine on family thera-
py called “In It Together,” is the
author of a forthcoming book entitled
“Families Apart: 10 Keys tc
Successful Co-Parenting” (Putnam
Publishing Group). She lives in
Northampton, Mass.

Sanford Braver, Ph.D,,
professor of psychology,
Arizona State University,
a major researcher on the
relationship between
parental involvement and
financial child support,
will speak on that subject. Braver has
written in journal articles that the
perception of control that a parent
has over a child’s life, i.e., the per-
ceived involvement the parent has in
the child’s upbringing, is a predictor
of child support compliance.

Stanley S. Clawar, Ph.D., and
Brynne V. Rivlin, co-authors of
“Children Held Hostage: Dealing with
Programmed and Brainwashed
Children,” a book published by the
American Bar Association’s Section

Braver

Clawer and Rivlin

on Family Law, will speak on the
subjects raised by the book. The
book has attracted the attention of
many judges, mediators and par-
ents. The authors, who are husband
and wife, live in Pennsylvania.

New Jersey, will conduct a 3 hour
pre-conference workshop Wednesday
morning, April 13, on “Proposed
amendments to the 1974 Child
Abuse Reporting Law”, and “Follow-
up studies of non-abused children
who were programmed to believe
that they were sexually abused: the
creation of new categories of psychi-
atric disturbance”.

Dick Woods, adminis-
trator of the $300,000 fed-
eral Iowa Access Grant,
will give a pre-conference
training session Wednes-
day afternoon, April 13,
for persons who wish to

become access (visitation) counsellors
in their states.

To attend the pre-conference pro-
grams on April 13, conference atten-

of child psychiatry,
Columbia University @ ”
College of Physicians N’ ‘
and Surgeons, Cresskill,  Gardner

dees are urged to arrive in Washing-
ton on Tuesday evening, April 12, and
stay until the conference ends on
Sunday, April 17 at 12 noon.

Richard Gardner,
M.D., clinical professor \
2

Ross Named to top Post

Judge David Gray Ross of Prince George's County, Maryland, has been
named to the nation’s top child support job—Director of the Office of Child
Support Enforcement (OCSE) at HHS. Noted for quickly estublishing paterni-
ty testing in cases of unwed parents seeking child support before his court,
Ross is also known for favoring mediation and the involvement of both parents
in the raising of their children. Ross, a “Healer” award winner from CRC (see
article elsewhere in this issue). “will bring a welcome balance and fairness to
the nation’s top child support job,” said CRC President David L. Levy, a neigh-
bor of Ross’s in Prince George’s County.

For the best possible airfare rate to CRC’s
Eighth National Conference, phone
Journeys Unlimited, 1-800-486-8359 (New
York City), Monday through Friday, 9 to 5:30
p.m. EST. Be sure to mention you are
attending the CRC conference. Book all your
travel needs through Journeys Unlimited,
and CRC will benefit. Mention that you are
a supporter of CRC.

Srean Ovr For Cunnren - Winter 199371994 5




Awards Time Agzin

At its 1994 conference, CRC will present the annual Chief Justice Warren E.
Burger awards for “Healers” among lawyers, judges, and others, and its annual
Media Awards and Active Parenting Av-ards. The awards consist of engraved
plaques. Nominations shuuld be received by February 15, 1994,

A “Healer” might be:

* a judge who takes the lead in promoting joint custody (shared parenting);

* an attorney with a professional track record of promoting a child’s access
to two parents and others who have bonded with the child.

For Media Awards, possible contenders are:

* best treatment of children and parents of divorce in the news media
(including newspapers, magazines, TV and radio coverage),

* best media coverage of a county agency that provides programs for
teenage parents; or

* best TV series on abuse and false at.use charges.

For Active Parenting, possible contenders are:

¢ programs that help with family formation and family preservation;

¢ programs that help parents do better parenting in the event of divorce.

Send “Healer” award nominations to:
Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed.

Certified Educational Psychologist
920 Washington Street

South Easton, MA 02375

(508) 238-3722

Send “Best in Media” award nominations to:
James Morning, coordinator,

CRC of Delaware

P.O. Box 182

Bethel, DE 19931

(302) 629-3310

Send “Active Parenting” nominations to
Brent Sandbak

Children’s Rights Coalition

807 Brazos Street, Suite 309

Austin, Texas 78701

(512) 499-8272

Bev Willis (see story at right) helped convince the judges in Wyandotte
County (Kansas City, Kansas) to require all parents to attend an informative
two-hour parenting class at the time of separation. About half of the parents
who attend the class agree to voluntary shared parenting agreements. The
program received favorable reviews from Jessica Pearson, of the Center for
Policy Resear<h, in her review of visitation programs around the country, as
also contributing to higher child support payments by participating parents.
Parents in other Kansas counties, especially Johnson County, are expected
to attend similar programs.

. One of tﬁree watercolors

Buy Raffles—
Win 3 Fine Paintings

Bev Willis, a 1987 Chief Justice
Warren E. Burger “Healer” award
winner from CRC (“for helping chil-
dren of separation and divorce”), has
donated a set of three original water-
colors as the prize to the winner of a
raffle at CRC’s Eighth National
Conference on April 13-17, 1994.

The set depicts three different
nature scenes and is valued at
$600.00. One of the three paintings is
shown above.

Bev is retired from the Wyandotte
County, Kansas domestic services
office, and devotes her time to painting.

Only 750 raffle tickets will be
printed. The tickets are $2 each, or
three for $5. Each conference atten-
dee will receive a free raffle ticket.
You do not have to be present at the
conference to win.

Additional watercolors may be
ordered from Bev Willis, at 317 W.
Mulberry Street, Olathe, KS, 66061,
phone 913-780-1714, and CRC will
obtain a portion of the purchase price.

' Raffle Ticket

! Send me ___ tickets at $2.00 each,
' or 3 for $5.00.

i Charge MC Visa
1 CC#
LOR
ENamo

1 Address

AmEX

amount enclosed

The winner of the raffle at the 1992 conference was Sherry Stanley, of
CRC of Texas. She won a painting entitled “Three Horses at Sunrise.” val-
ued at $600.00.
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Phone No. ( )

. | Fill out the form above, and mail to
: Dr. Gary Santora, 6723 Whittier
Avenue McLean, VA 22101.




Poverty is the Symptom, Two
Parent Family is the Solution

A recently published book that
ranks states according to child well-
being provides a great deal of data,
but gives no causes for higher wellbe-
ing. “The Kids Count Data Book,” the
“state by state profiles of child wellbe-
ing” published by the Annie E. Casey
Foundation in conjunction with the
Center for the Study of Social Policy,
ranks all states and the District of
Columbia as to the “wellbeing of its
children.”

The report has several categorizs
and classifications of a child’s wellbe-
ing (such as low birth-weight babies,
infant mortality, child death rate,
teen births, juvenile crime, high
school graduation rates, violent
deaths, child poverty, etc.). However,
the report draws no correlation
between the percentage of intact fam-
ilies and the child’s wellness, on the
overall state’s rating.

The coordinator of CRC of Georgia,
Sonny Burmeister, correlated the
“Kids Count Data Book” child well-
ness ratings with data from other
sources on the number of intact fami-
lies in each state. He found a direct
correlation between intact families
and child wellness.

No state which is high in the per-
centage of intact families is low in
child wellbeing, nor are states that
are high in child wellbeing low in
intact families. The positive correla-
tion between intact families and child
wellness is shown below.
Ranking by %
of intact
families

Ranking by
Wellness of
State

Children
North Dakota 4
Idaho 16
Utah
Nebraska
lowa
Wyoming
New Hampshire
Rhode Island
Wisconsin
Kansas
Connecticut
Vermont
Pennsylvania
Hawaii
South Dakota
Montana

17. Alaska

18. Minnesota

19. West Virginia

20. Washington
Maine
Ohio
Missouri
Oklahoma
Texas
New Mexico
Arizona
Oregon
New Jersey
California
Kentucky
Virginia
Colorado
Massachusetts
North Carolina
Nevada
Indiana
Delaware
South Carolina
Michigan
Arkansas
Maryland
Illinois
Georgia
New York
Florida
Alabama
Tennessee
Louisiana
Mississippi
District of Columbia 51

As can be seen, no state which is
high in the percentage of intact fami-
lies is low in child wellbeing, nor are
states that are high in child wellbeing
low in intact families.

The states with the highest child
wellness rating included North
Dakota, Vermont, Utah, and New
Hampshire, while states at the bot-
tom were Georgia, New York, Florida,
and Washington, D.C.

Even an economically poor state
like West Virginia was in the middle
rating of child weilness, because West
Virginia has a high ratio of two-par-
ent intact families.

“The assumption heretofore that
poverty is the problem is refuted by
the statistics,” said Burmeister. “The
demographic correlation between
poverty and the states with the high-
est number of two parent families
indicates that poverty is the symp-
tom, and the two-parent family is the
solution.”

L0
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Goodson, Diller, Ricker
New CRC Advisors

Phyilis Diller and Jonathan M.
Goodson have accepted invitations
from CRC to join our Advisory Panel.
Kevin Ricker is the new advisor repre-
senting the Stepfamily Association of
America.

Goodson took over as president of
Mark Goodson Productions upon the
death of his father, Mark Goodson.
Mark Goodson was Honorary
President of CRC prior to his death in

- 1992. Jonathan Goodson’s company

produces 35 half-hours of original net-
work TV programming each week
(such as “The Price is Right” and
“Family Feud”), and is principal stock-
holder of more than 60 community
newspapers.

Goodson, a collector of modern art,
is the father of four children, three
from his first wife, and one from his
remarriage.

Diller, a longtime movie actress,
rose from performing in small night-
clubs to stardom in motion pictures
and TV. She has made 18 films,
including three in which she co-
starred with Bob Hope.

Acclaimed as the world’s only
female stand-up comic of internation-
al stature, Diller has written four
best-selling books, and has won
awards for her talents and philan-
thropies. Her paintings have been
exhibited at the Cincinnati Museum
of Art, and she was named “Celebrity
Businesswoman of the Year” in 1990
by the National Association of Women
Business Owners. Diller has five chil-
dren and four grandchildren.

“We welcome Phyllis Diller and
Jonathan M. Goodson to our Advisory
Panel, and welcome the greater visi-
bility they will give to the cause of
children’s rights and CRC,” said CRC
General Counsel Michael L.
Oddenino.

Ricker, who becomes president of
the Stepfamily Association of America
(SAA) on January 1, 1994, will repre-
sent SAA on our Advisory Panel.
Ricker, a licensed professional clinical
counselor (M.A., L.P.C.C.) from
Sylvania, Ohio, has raised four
stepchildren from his first marriage,
and is now raising 2 stepchildren from
his second marriage. Ricker replaces
Judith Bauersfeld, Ph.D. whose two
year term as president of SAA expired
on December 30, 1993.
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress

We are including important bills
and resolutions in Congress affecting
families. A bill, unlike a resolution,
requires a state or person to do some-
thing; a resolution expresses the
wishes of Congress, but does not
require action. H. or H.R. refers to the
House of Representatives; S. refers to
the Senate. The phone number of the
committee handling the bill is provid-
ed below; you may call to check on the
status of legislation, or to express
your views. It is even more important
to let your own Representative and
Senators know your views. The capi-
tol switchboard, which can connect
you with the offices of all members of
Congress and committees, is (202)
CA4-3121 (224-3121). Although this is
a 24-hour switchboard, and can pro-
vide you night and day with names,
addresses and direct phone numbers
of all members of Congress, and even
sometimes names of staff night and
day, the switchboard can only con-
nect you with an office during normal
business hours. You may also wish to
contact the Congressmembers’ branch
office in your district for information.

(CRC’s comments are in parenthe-
ses below).

As part of the Clinton Adminis-
tration budget bill, passed by a nar-
row margin in August, Congress
approved a child support provision
that sets up a hospital-based program
for the voluntary acknowledgement of
paternity during a period immediate-
ly preceding or following the birth of a
child.

Although CRC favors paternity
establishment, whether or not a gen-
der-based custody system is created
will depend on the forms adopted by
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) between now
and March 31, 1994, when this hospi-
tal-based paternity law takes effect.
Laurie Casey, CRC senior policy ana-
lyst, has developed gender-balanced
forms. Obtain a copy from Laurie at
P.O. Box 81, Moriah Center, NY
12961, phone (518) 942-3366. Send $5
for postage and handling. Then send
the forms with a cover lelter urging
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their adoption to David Gray Ross,
Director, Office of Child Support
Enforcement, HHS, 370 L’Enfant
Promenade, Washington, D.C. 20201.

S. 689, the comprehensive “Bradley bill”
tnamed for its primary sponsor, Sen. Bill
Bradley, D-NJ1, which would require the states
to revoke licenses for parents who owe support.
referred to Senate Finance Committee (202)
224-4515.

See also H.R. 1600, sponsored by Rep. Marge
Roukema (R-INJ). Referred to Consumer Credit
and Insurance Subcommittee of House
Judiciary Committee (202) 225-8872 (see story
elsewhere in this newsletter.

S. 870, the Wellstone bill, that would autho-
rize domestic violence shelters to handle super-
vised visitation and neutral drop-off and pick-up
for children of divorce. Passed as part of the
Senate crime bill (see front page story). The
House version, introduced by Rep. Martin Sabo
(D-MN), is H.R. 2573.

H.R. 454, which affects jurisdiction for child
support cases, passed by the House, being con-
siderea by the Senate. Discussed in
Summer/Fall 1993 “Speak Out for Chilidren.”

H.R. 2241, would provide for
the establishment of a committee
to assist the Secretary of Health
and Human Services in develop-
ing new criteria and standards
for audits of state child support

IS programs, and require the
McDerrmott  Secretary to promulgate regula-
tions to modify such audits to emphasize pro-
gram outcomes. Introduced by Rep. Jim
McDermott (D-WA), and referred to Committee
on Ways and Means (202) 225-3625.

(This is the first bill CRC is aware of that. if
passed, would provide for accountability of state
child support programs).

H.R. 1995. would amend the

IRS code to allow an exemption

where a noncustodial parent pro-

vides over half of the support of

the child for a calendar year to

claim such child as a dependent.

The bill was introduced by Rep.

Volkmer  Harold Volkmer (D-MO), and

referred Lo the Committee on Ways and Means

1202) 255-3625. (Current law gives the child

exemption to the custodial parent regardless of
the parents’ relative support contributions).

H.R. 915, would. in regard to child support,
deny business and professional licenses to oblig-
ors, provide for credit burcau reporting.
Introduced by Rep. Patricia Schroeder. D-CO.,
referred to Subcommittee on Economic and
Commercial Law of House Judiciary Committee
(202) 225-8951.

(When Congresswoman Schroeder was
chairman of the House Select Committee on
Children, Youth and Families, she wrote to
CRC members that she wanted to hold hearings
that would focus on emational as well as finan-

cial support, but she never held such a hearing,
and her bill only addresses financial child sup-
port question. All House Select Committees,
including Ms. Schroeder’s committee, were
abolished by the House early in 1993).

S. 967, to provide for the Internal Revenue
Service to collect financial child support.
Introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (D-AL).
Referred to Senate Finance Committee (202)
224-4515.

S. 922 would authorize only the state where
the child is living to modify a child support
order. Introduced by Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun
(D-IL), referred to Subcommittee on Juvenile
Justice of House Judiciary Committee (202)
224-4933. A similar bill, S. 532, has been intro-
duced by Sen. Pete Domenici (R-NM), and
referred to the same subcommittee.

S. 596, the comprehensive “Rockefeller bill”,
named for its primary sponsor, Sen. John J.
Rockefeller, (D-WV). This family preservation
and child protection reform act would provide
funds to provide services to help prevent abuse,
neglect and family disintegration; would fund
intensive family preservation programs
designed to help children at risk of foster care
placement remain with their families (including
adoptive families). Referred to Finance
Committee (202) 224-4515.

H. 939, to amend the IRS code to simplify
the definition of dependent, to provide a uni-
form definition of child, and for other purposes.
Introduced by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
(D-NY), referred to the Finance Commttee (202)
224-4515.

S. 561, Child and Family Services and Law
Enforcement Partnership Act, designed to pre-
vent community violence by facilitating interac-
tion between child and family service organiza-
tions, law enforcement agencies, local educa-
tional agencies, and other community organiza-
tions, ways to help prevent violence, and to pro-
vide services to those who have witnessed vio-
lence. Sponsored by Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT),
and passed by Senate as part of the Crime bill,
8. 1607.

S. 434, to amend the IRS code to allow tax-
payers a bad debt deduction for unpaid child
support payments and to require the inclusion
in income of child support payments which a
taxpayer does not pay—thus taxing the obligor
twice (The obligor already pays tax on income
that should have been allocated for child sup-
port, and this bill would tax him or her again
for those portions not paid). Sponscicd by Sen.
Dale Bumpers (D-AK), referred to Senate
Finance Committee (202) 224-4525.

H.R. 555, to ensure that any overdue child
support obligations are reported to consumer
credit reports.

Sponsored by Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-CA).

H.R. 520, the Link-Up for Learning Act,
would provide programs for at-risk youth, with
the goal of improving their educational perfor-
mance. Sponsored by Nita Lowey. D-CA. (202)
CA 5-6506.




PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

S.68, Sexual Assault Prevention Act of 1993,
sponsored by Sen. Bob Dole, designed to pre-
vent and punish sexual violence and domestic
violence against women. This bill was
absorbed in part by S. 11, “The Biden Bill.” the
Violence Against Women Act, which was unani-
mously approved by the Senate Judiciary
Committee, and was incorporated into the $22
billion crime bill passed by the Senate. Provides
$1.8 billion to prevent and punish sexual vio-
lence and domestic violence against women,
and to establish a national task force on vio-
lence against women.

S. 8. sponsored by Sen. Robert Dole (R-KS).
and H.R. 688, sponsored by Rep. Susan
Molinari (R-NY). express the sense of Congress
that joint custody should not be given to spouse
abusers. Congress passed a similar joint cus-
tody resolution several vears ago sponsored by
Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD) (if Congress is
going to enter the custody area, traditionally
reserved for the states, it should recommend
joint custody—shared parenting—as a first
option for fit parents. especially as the Census
Bureau reports that parents with joint custody
and visitation pay far more in financial support
than parents without joint custedy and visita-
tion. Congress is expected to consider strong
financial support legislation this vear, and so
statistics on who pays and why is important for
Congress to factor into its deliberations).

S. 8, to control and prevent crime. Section
2262(2) of the bills says “joint custody forced
upon hostile parents can create a damaging
psychological environment for a child,” while
Section 2262(5} says [t is the sense of the
Congress that. for the purpose of determining
child custody, evidence establishing that a par-
ent engages in physical abuse of a spouse
should create a statutory presumption that it is
detrimental to the child to be placed in the cus-
tody of the abusive spouse.” Introduced by Sen.
Orrin Hatch (R-UT), referred to Judiciary
Committee (202) 224-5225.

H.R. 688. similar to S. 8 tabove). Introduced
by Rep. Susan Mohnari (R-NY. referred to the
subcommittee on Crime and Criminal Justice of
House Judiciary Committee (202) 226-2406.

S. 254, to ensure that any peace dividend is
invested in America’s families and deficit
reduction. Sec. 606A states “The Secretary of
the Treasury shall increase the personal
exemption for individuals as determined under
section 151 of the TRS code of 1986...7
Introduced by Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TXW
referred to Committee on Budget (2021 224-
0642 and Committee on Governmental Affuirs
(202)224-4751.

H.R. 773. the *Uniform Child Support
Enforcement Act of 1993” would amend the IRS
code and the Social Security Act to repeal provi-
sions relating to state enforcement of financial
child support and to require the IRS to collect
support through wage withholding. Introduced
by Rep. Hyde (R-TL referred to subcommittee
on Human Resources (202 225-1025 of the
House Judiciary Committec.

H.R. 435, to provide tax relief for families,
by providing an addittonal $600 tax deduction
for a family for cuch child under sge 19. No pro-
vision for who would be cligible for this
increased deduction in cases of divoree.

Introduced by Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA), referred
to Committee on Ways and Means (202) 225-
3625.

H.R. 1800, to provide set-aside programs for
pregnant teenagers that include health care, job
training, mentor support and counselling ser-
vices. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene
Unsoeld (D-WA), referred to Elementary.
Secondary and Vocational Educational
Committee of Committee on Education and
Labor (202) 225-4368.

H.R. 741, to amend Title IV of
the Social Security Act to provide
welfare families with the educa-

P, tion, training, job search, and
work experience to prepare them
to leave welfare within two
years, to authorize states to con-
duct demonstration projects to

test the effectiveness of policies designed to help
people leave welfare and increase their financial
security. Introduced by Rep. Clay Shaw (R-FL).
Human Resources Subcommittee of House Ways
and Means (202) 225-1025.

H.R. 619. to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to assure the completeness and
accuracy of consumer information maintained
by credit reporting agencies. Included in credit
reporting agencies are state and local financial
child support enforcement agencies. Introduced
by Rep. McCandless (R-CA), referred to subcom-
mittece on Consumer Credit Service of
Committee on Banking. Finance and Urban
Affairs (202) 225-8872.

H.R. 522, to provide a grant to a nonprofit
organization to establish and operate a national
domestic violence hotline. Sec. 2(2) states that
the hotline shall provide “victims of domestic
violence needed access to resources which will
refer such victims and their children to safe
homes and shelters.” Introduced by Rep.
Constance Morella (R-MD). and referred to
Select Education and Civil Rights Subcommittee
(202)226-7532.

H.R. 455, to amend Title IV of the Social
Security Act to remove the barriers and disin-
centives in the program of AFDC (Aid to
Families with Dependent Children) that prevent
recipients of such aid from moving toward self-
sufficiency. Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall (D-
OH), referred to Subcommittee on Human
Resources of Committee on Wayvs and Means
12021 225-3625. This bill is expected to be incor-
porated into the forthcoming Welfare Reform

H. Res. 236, declares that

“whereas the current breakdown

. of the traditional American fami-

ly is a major factor contributing

to the rise of crime. teen preg-

nancy. educational failure, sub-

stance abuse. and suicide among

our nation’s youth...tand) where-

as it is in the interest of society and government

to adopt policies that help families stay together

by strengthing and sustaining fathers and

mothers in fulfilling their parental roles,” orga-

nizations and governmental bodices are urged to

recognize dJuly 28, 1994 as Parents Day.

Introduced by Rep. Dan Burton (R-IN veferred

to House Post Office and Civil Service
Committee (202) 225-4054.
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Child Support Bills

As part of child support legislation
that is expected to be considered by
Congress in early 1994, in conjunction
with welfare reform, a wide-ranging
financial child support bill (S. 689) has
been introduced by Sen. Bradley (D-
NJ), along with a companion House
bill, S. 1600, introduced by Rep.
Marge Roukema (R-NJ). Those bills, if
passed by Congress, would provide the
following:

* require the states to establish
procedures for withholding profession-
al or occupational licenses from non-
custodial pa; ents who owe support;

¢ require the states to deny driver’s
licenses to parents who owe support;

¢ authorize attachment by states of
bank accounts of obligor parents;

* authorize IRS assistance in collec-
tion of support arrearages;

¢ authorize attachment of public
and private retirement funds;

* require the states to provide crim-
inal penalties for non-support;

¢ require the federal government to
fund child support assurance demon-
stration projects, under which the gov-
ernment would provide a minimum
assistance to a custodial parent and
child if sufficient support is not being
paid; the government would still
attempt to collect the sapport.

* require support to continue until
the age of 18 or until a child graduates
from a secondary school;

* require the states to give courts
discretionary power to order child sup-
port up to age 22 if a child attends a
college or vocational school;

* require social security numbers
on marriage licenses and child support
orders;

¢ allow state child support agencies
ta access and use credit reporting
agencies;

* establish laws which provide for a
rebuttable presumption that the
choice made by the obligee of health
care insurance for the children is
appropriate;

¢ tighten parental establishment
procedures at hospitals;

e ¢stablish a “National Child
Support Guidelines Commission”;

Continued on page 10
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Texas
False Allegations to be Prosecuted

The Texas Department of Protec-
tive and Regulatory Services (DPRS)
plans to begin prosecuting family
members who make false abuse
reports, the first state known to
announce such a plan. -

Janice Caldwell, executive director
of the agency, said the plan is
designed to concentrate limited
resources on serious cases. She said
some abuse reports are little more
than an effort to get the agency
involved in child custody disputes.
Making a false claim on child abuse is
illegal in Texas, but state law requires
people to report “suspected abuse.”

Ms. Caldwell said false reports
must be prosecuted if the agency is to
handle the growing number of child
abuse reports. During fiscal 1992,
DPRS investigated 107,276 reports of
suspected child abuse and neglect—18
percent more than the previous year.

Around the Country

An editorial in the Houston
Chronicle September 1, 1993 support-
ed Ms. Caldwell’s plan, as have attor-
neys and child experts from around
the country.

CRC General Counsel Mike
Oddenino, Arcadia, CA., wrote to Ms.
Caldwell that “...children who are not
actually abused by an individual are
truly abused when they wrongly
become the subject of an investigation
stemming from a false accusation. Of
course, who can measure the grief an
adult experiences when falsely
charged with what is certainly the
most heinous of crimes.”

Illinois

Illinois has passed a law that
makes visitation interference a crime.
If a parent denies access (visitation),
the police will be able to issue the
denying parent a citation to appear in
court on a petty offense. The conse-
quence would be a fine, but after three

convictions, it would be considered a
misdemeanor.

The law, which amends the Illinois
Criminal Code, Section 10-5.5, says
“Every person who, in violation of the
visitation provisions of a court order
relating to child custody, detains or
conceals a child with the internt to
deprive another person of his or i*er
rights to visitation shall be guilty ol
unlawful visitation interference.,”

The bill was signed into law by
Governor Jim Edgar on July 20, 1993.

Ann Danner, CRC coordinator in
Illinois, credits CRC activist Jeff
Strang who worked with CRC Illinois
affiliates (Family Illinois) to educate
legislators about the needs of children
regarding enforcement of visitation.

“We hope this law will set a prece-
dent for other states to follow,” said
Danner.

She said the next step is to work
with police and states attorney’s
offices in enforcing this new law.

‘New Directory of

Child Support Bills
Continued from page 9

* expand the Parent Locator System to include visitation orders. At

Organizations Now
Available

Copies of CRC’s new “Parenting Inter-
aational Directory,” the fifth edition of its
directory, is available in hard copy (updated
annually) and on IBM 5 1/4” and 3 1/2” disks
(updated semi-annually). The cost is $12.00
for either format for CRC members, and
$15.00 for non-members.

The direct ry features:

* a state by state listing, in zip code order,
of parenting groups within a state;

* a special section that lists national orga-
nizations involved in parenting issues;

* a list of abbreviations of terms used in
the directory.

Because CRC does a great deal of network-
ing, and constantly updates its data base, the
directory can be relied on for accuracy.

The directory can be a valuable resource in
making referrals around the country to and
from your organization.

Order your copy now from CRC.
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present, the Parent Locator System can only be used to find the location
of parents who owe financial child support, and in parental kidnapping
cases.

The bill implements many of the recommendations of the Interstate
Child Support Commission’s report which was issued in 1992.

The Senate Finance Committee, which has jurisdiction over the
bill, can be reached by phone at (202) 224-4515.

CRC’s View

CRC has decided to oppose S. 689 and H.R. 1600, following con-
sultation with our state chapter coordinators, because increased gov-
ernment regulation of only the financial child support aspects are
worsening the problem for children.

CRC’s position is based partly on the following:

* “From a federal budget perspective, Child Support Enforcement
is an expensive disappointment,” says a report issued in June, 1992
by Republican House members E. Clay Shaw, Nancy L. Johnson and
Fred Grandy.

* A report provided by the General Accounting Office at the
request of Congresswomen Marge Roukema and Barbara Kennelly
and Senator Bill Bradley, released January 9, 1992 stated that 66
percent of mothers with a child support award who did not receive
paymeat from the fathers say it is because the fathers were unable
to pay. This data is not reflected in the legislation.

-~
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Inside CRC

TheBest
Parent
IsBoth
Parents
L A Guide To,
Shateo Pateniing

nthe
JECeniuy

ranats David L Levy

David Dinn, CRC coordinator in
Indiana, ordered 475 copies from CRC
of our first book, “The Best Parent is
Both Parents: A Guide to Shared
Parenting in the 21st Century.” David
is making the copies of the book avail-
able free to judges and policymakers
in Indiana. The 157-page book, ISBN
1-878901-56-7, published by Hampton
Roads Publishing Company in
Norfolk, Virginia, is available in book-
stores around the country.

It contains contributions from CRC
writers and researchers, and is
designed to help individuals and pro-
fessionals with useful information on
shared parenting, access/visitation,
and financial child support. The book
contains a substantial number of ref-
erences to research that can be used
in working out an agreement with a
separating spouse, or if legal proceed-
ings develop.

Although you can order individual
copies of the book from CRC or from
the publisher, we prefer that you ask
your favorite bookstore to order
copies. Bookstores will generally order
5 or 10 copies if you honestly tell them
that you are a supporter of CRC.
Bookstores like this “tie-in”—it shows
them that the book is supported in the
local community. The retail price of
the book is $9.95.

Copies on the shelves will be seen
by other people who browse the book-
store, and thus increase sales.
Information about CRC, as well as the
names, addresses and phone numbers
of CRC chapters are listed in the back
of the book. The names of CRC advi-
sors are also provided.

Inteilectual Property
Services

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained
trademark protection for CRC, is a

" specialist in trademark, patent, copy-

right, and licensing law. He is now a
partner in the newly-revamped law
firm of Ohlandt, Greeley and
Ruggiero, 1 Landmark Square, Suite
903, Stamford, CT. 06901, telephone
(203) 327-6067.

Computer Services

Micro Center of Fairfax, Virginia,
part of a nationwide computer depart-
ment store, has helped CRC update its
computer system. Micro Center, which
often has bargains on computer prod-
ucts, is headquartered in Columbus,
Ohio, and has retail locaions in
Atlanta, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Phila-
delphia, Los Angeles, and Washing-
ton, D.C. Micro Electronics, Inc. is a
mail order division for Micro Center
and can be reached at 1-800-634-3478.

Psychology/Mediation

Donald K. Smith, Ph.D., a long-
time CRC supporter, is a clinical psy-
chologist, educational psychologist,
marriage and family child counselor
who does custody evaluations; work-
ers compensation, personal injury and
learning disability assessments. Will
travel to testify. 333 City Boulevard
West, Suite 1235, Orange, CA 92668,
phone (914) 939-6678.

Leslee J. Newman, Esq. and
Donald K. Smith, divorce mediation,
8141 East Kaiser Boulevard, Suite
103, Anaheim Hills, CA 92808, phone
(714) 282-1515.

Charity Drive Ends

CRC thanks everyone who desig-
nated CRC (number 1513) in the
recent nationwide federal government
charity drive. Those funds help main-
tain CRC throughout the year. Thank
you.

X

Crime Rate
Related to
Family
Composition

What is perhaps the largest survey
of crime ever conducted in America,
involving random samples of 11,419
individuals in 57 neighborhoods, has
concluded that “The percentage of sin-
gle-parent households with children
between the ages of 12 and 20 is sig-
nificantly associated with rates of vio-
lent crime and burglary.”

The study, entitled “Social Struc-
ture and Criminal Victimization” by
Douglas A. Smith and Roger Jarjoura,
was published in the Journal of
Research in Crime and Delinquency,
Vol. 25, No. 1, February, 1988, gave
the results of research in neighbor-
hoods in Rochester (New York),
Tampa (Florida) and St. Louis
(Missouri). The survey has received
only sporadic press attention since it -
was published.

The survey, which analyses previ-
ous studies on crime, and controls for °
such factors as poverty, racial compo-
sition of neighborhoods, density of
population and residential mobility,
discussed the view that minority pop-
ulation neighborhoods are perceived
to have higher crime rates than white
neighborhoods.

Smith and Jarjoura disagreed, say-
ing their finding is consistent with
1985 research by R. J. Sampson “who
notes that many studies that find a
significant association between racial
composition and crime rates have
failed to control for community family
structure and may mistakenly
attribute to racial composition an
effect that is actually due to the asso-
ciation between race and family struc-
ture. ...Additionally, the percentage
of single-parent households helps
explain the association between
poverty and rates of burglary in these
data...Given these results, it would
seem that measures of neighborhood
family composition are another cen-
tral element in explaining neighbor-
hood variation in criminal activity.”
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More News from CRC’s 1993 National Conference
(Pages 12-15)

This is in addition to news of
CRC’s 1993 Seventh National
Conference which appeared in our
Summer/Fall 1993 newsletter.
Speakers at the conference included:

()
U
" "h

Williams

Williams

Robert Williams is the
Director of Policy Studies,
Inc., Denver, CO, the
main evaluator of the fed-
eral access (visitation)
grants awarded by the
federal government to
improve access (visitation) enforce-
ment under Section 504 of the 1988
Family Support Act. Williams noted
that the Congressionally stated pur-
pose of the grants was to:

A) decrease time required for the
_ resolution of child access disputes;

B) reduce child access litigation;
and
. C)improve compliance with court-

‘ordered support payments. Williams
reported on the purpose of the first
wave of grants in Tallahassee,
Florida; Boise, Idaho, and Marion and
Lake Counties, Indiana; and Wave II
projects located in Phoenix, Arizona;
Boise, Idaho; Des Moines, Iowa; and
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

For the first wave, Williams said
that:

* in Florida, child access disputes
are estimated tc arise in 9 percent of
new order cases, and 5 percent of
prior order cases;

* in Idaho, child access disputes
are estimated to arise in 20 percent of
prior order cases;

* in Marien County, Indiana, child
access disputes are estimated to arise
in 4 percent of IV-D (child support
enforcement) cases. There are rea-
sons to believe that this figure is an
underestimate, however,” said
Williams.

A final report on the three First
Wave projects was due Lo be pub-
lished in late 1993. The Second Wave
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final report is not due until 1995.

{CRC has talked with HHS offi-
cials, particularly David Arnaudo and
Ken Maniha, who have administered
the grants for HHS, who are seeing,
particularly through Dick Woods’
grant, that visitation rights can be
enforced at low cost within the legal
system. Maniha and Arnaudo seem
impressed that such enforcement is
workable. HHS, the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, is
responsibile for the administration of
the grants, while Williams is the main
grant evaluator).

Thoennes

* Nancy Thoennes,
Ph.D., co-director, Center
for Policy -Research,
Denver, CO., reported on
two research projects, one
of which was “Mediation
Rather than Litigation a.
a Means of Resolving Child Abuse and
Neglect Cases.” She said she found
that despite initial resistance to medi-
ation among professionals who were
expected to participate, resistance was
overcome by showing that: most cases
settle in mediation, mediation can
protect children, parents are not at a
disadvantage in mediation, imbal-
ances of power can be addressed in
mediation, and parents are more like-
ly to be involved in mediation than in
other negotiations forums. “Mediation
can be a valuable tool to the juvenile
court, and can offer signifiant improv-
ements over traditional approaches in
most courts, but they are brief inter-
ventions that cannot be expected to
compensate for other deficiencies in
the system.” her report states.

For more information on the above
report, or on Thoennes’ other assess-
ment, of the U.S. foster care system,
contact her at the Center for Policy
Studies, 1720 Emerson Street,
Denver, Colorado, 80218.

Thoennes

Meclsaac

* Hugh Mclsaac, long-
time director of the
Conciliation Court of Los
Angeles, CA., the largest
mediation/conciliation
“‘Mdsaa:" court in the U.S,, urged

efforts “to spare children
the tragedy of a parentectomy—the
removal of a parent from the child’s
life.” Mclsaac, now Director of Family
Court Services, Multnomah County (Port-
land, OR), urged mediation as a
means for resolving custody disputes
and to ensure that both divorced par-
ents stay involved in their children’s
lives.

Mediation can spare children from
becoming “pawns in a frightful adver-
sarial struggle.”

Mclsaac said “we need a new lan-
guage that is liberating and enhane-
ing of the human spirit, a flexible lan-
guage that is responsive to children’s
needs to be loved and cared for, not as
possessions, but as human beings
who have to grow up in a new and dif-
ferent world.”

He described as “imprisoning” the
use of language such as “custody and
visitation.” Custody is a word for pris-
oners, not a word to describe children,
he noted. And we “visit” people in hos-
pitals and mental institutions, we don't
visit our own children. We live with
them, we love them and are with them.

He noted the emphasis in
California and Oregon on divorcing
couples to develop parenting plans. It
is a process that must preserve the
family while allowing the adult~ to
disconnect.

Mclsaac headed California’s effort
to establish a statewide conciliation
system, and he is still editor of the
Family and Conciliation Courts Re-
view, a publication of the Association
of Family and Conciliation Courts.

Adapted from a report by Donald .J.
Middleman, Philadelphia, PA, cditor
of Fathers Rights Newsline




Awards Presented at Seventh Conference

CRC presented awards in several
categories at our Seventh National
Conference April 28-May 2, 1993. The
awards, engraved plaques, were pre-
sented in the following categories:
“Healer” awards; Best in Media; Child
Advocacy; Cici Simon Memorial
Award; Distinguished Legislators;
Parenting Awards; and Sponsor
Award.

“Healer” Awards

When Justice Warren E. Burger
was chief justice of the United States,
he urged lawyers to be healers, not
just litigators. Each year, CRC pre-
sents healer awards to lawyers,
judges and others who emphasize
healing in the domestic relations area.
The 1993 CRC “healer” awards went

* Judge David Gray
Ross, Circuit Court
Judge, Prince George’s
=. County, Maryland, for
being “a national leader
in recognizing that a child
is entitled to the love and
companionship of both parents.” Ross,
a member of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS)
Judicial Advisory Panel, is a frequent
speaker before judicial and legal pan-
els around the country, and frequently
awards joint custody (shared parent-
ing) in his court. Ross helped in the
many years' effort to establish a fami-
ly court in Maryland, which became
law in 1993. Maryland CRC coordina-
tor Harvey Walden presented the
award on behalf of CRC to Ross, and
the judge’'s Congressman, Steny
Hoyer (D-MD), sent a letter of con-
gratulations to Ross, which was read
at the conference.

{See story on Ross's appointment to
a high post in the Clinton Adminis-
tration elsewhere in this issue).

* Judge Lawrence Kaplan, a
Family Court judge in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. Through his leadership
position with the Association of
Family and Conciliation Courts

(AFCC), membership on the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) Judicial Advisory
Panel, and through many other judi-
cial leadership positions around the
country, Judge Kaplan has been,
CRC’s award says, “a national leader
in recognizing that a child is entitled
to the love and companionship of
both parents.” David Dinn, CRC’s
Indiana coordinator, presented the
award on behalf of CRC to Judge
Kaplan. Kaplan’s Congressman,
Representative William Coyne (D-
PA), sent a letter of congratulations
to Kaplan, which was read at the
conference.

* Judge Thomas H. McKinley,
5th District, Kentucky, “for working
for a child’s right to two parents”.
Judge McKinley, of Owensboro, who
has granted joint custody (shared
parenting) in many cases, is also
establishing parenting classes for
divorcing parents in his and another
judges’ chambers. Judge McKinley
was unable to come to Washington
to receive the award, but Tracy Cox,
CRC Kentucky coordinator, who
nominated McKinley for the award,
presented it to him after the confer-
ence at a ceremony in Owensboro.

1993 “Best in Media”
awards were given to:

* Barbara Dafoe Whitehead,
Ph.D., for her landmark article enti-
tled “Dan Quayle Was Right,” in
Atlantic Monthly, April 1993, that
spoke eloquently of the needs of chil-
dren for two parents. The article was
excerpted in the Spring, 1993 issue
of “Speak Out for Children.”
Georgia CRC coordinator Sonny
Burmeister, one of several CRC
members who nominated White-
head, presented the award on behalf
of CRC. Whitehead could not attend
the conference, but her award was
accepled on her behalf by David
Popenoe.

b
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* PDavid Popenoe,

Ph.D., for his article in
the New York Times,
December 26, 1992 enti-
tled “The Controversial
Truth: Two-Parent Fam-
ilies are Better.” The arti-
cle cited the overwhelming amount of
research that shows that children
with two parents generally do better
than children with one parent. CRC
Delaware coordinator James Morning
presented the award on behalf of CRC
to Popence. The article was reprinted
in Speak Out for Children, Spring,
1993.

* Carly Simon, for her new opera
entitled ‘Romulus Hunt,” which tells
the story of a 12-year-old boy named
Romulus Hunt, whese divorcing par-
ents are trying to pull Romulus in
opposite directions. Romulus has a
plan. He will write two fake valen-
tines, one from his mom to his dad,
and one from his dad to his mom. He
will sprinkle the valentines with a
special potion made from fishheads
soaked in Ovaltine, and then—boom;
his parents will fall back in love with
each other. Unfortunately, the plan
backfires—and the parents fight.
Romulus, confused, suffers an acci-
dent. The accident makes his parents
realize that their fighting has hurt
their son, and they resolve io comfort
him and tend to his needs. CRC is
making arrangements to present the
award to Carly Simon.

Popenoe

National Child Advocacy
Award to:

*  Susan Hurley
DeConcini, for pioneering
work in child advocacy.
and for her accomplish-
ments in strengthening

" child care in America.
DeConcini, wife of Sen-

ator Dennis DeConcini (D-AZ) is a

long-time child advocate. She received

her award (with the assistance of her

(Y

DeConcini

Continued on page 14
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8-year old granddaughter Peggy) from
Ellen Levy of CRC (who was aided in
the presentation by 7 year old Diana
Levy). DeConcini’s two daughters,
Christine and Denise, and other
grandchildren were also present at
the awards ceremony.

The 1993 Cici Simon
Memorial Award to:

Oddenino (left) and Raggio

* Kenneth Raggio, former chair-
man of the American Bar Association
Family Law Section, “for national
leadership regarding the use and mis-
use of mental health experts in family
court proceedings.” Raggio called
national attention to the subjectivity
of mental health opinion and “the
unregulated power” that psychologists
and psychiatrists have in Family Law
proceedings. He initially drew public
attention to this problem in an article
September 9, 1992 as reported in the
Washington Times by Nancy E.
Roman. The CRC award was present-
ed to Raggio by CRC General Counsel
Michael Oddenino at a meeting of the
Family Law Section of the American
Bar Association on April 29 in San
Diego, California. Raggio’s comment
in the Washington Times article was
the catalyst behind CRC’s decision to
hold the panel discussion at our con-
ference on the Use and Misuse of
Mental Health Professionals (see else-
where in this issue).

Distinguished Legislator
awards to:

4

; YWECH ship of the Commission on

&

* Senator Herbert Kohl
(D-WI), for his sponsor-

- Child Welfare, with an
emphasis on access (visi-
tation). Kohl got Congress
to authorize the commis-
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sion as part of the Hyde/Shelby bill
(Public Law 102-521). The Commis-
sion is awaiting funding by Congress
before it can begin its work of focusing
national attention on issues affecting
child welfare, including access. See
Page 1 of this issue for news about the
funding request.

* Sen. John J. Rocke-
feller IV (D-WV), for his
leadership of the National
Commission on Children,
and for focusing America
on the needs of children
for two-parent families.
The Commission called for a return to
America of the 2-parent family.
Rockefeller also spoke at the confer-
ence (see Summer/Fall issue of “Speak
Out for Children”).

Rockefeller

Positive Parenting
Awards to:

* The Dallas Association of Young
Lawyers for the video entitled “Child
Custody Battles—Don’t Forget the
Children.” The video is designed to
educate divorcing parents on ways to
maintain healthy, non-combative con-
tact with their children after divorce.
Judges and parents speak from first
hand knowledge on the tape. Eric
Anderson of the Children’s Rights
Coalition presented the award on
behalf of CRC to Cherrie Harris of
Dallas, Texas, who accepted the
award on behalf of the Association.

Special Award to

David Brenner, Honorary president
of CRC, for his efforts on behalf of
children and CRC. Brenner, who has
custody of his 10 year old son Cole,
has made clear that despite a long-
time custody dispute with the boy’s

_ mother, Cole has the right to close

and continuing contact with both his
parents, a right that Brenner respects
and is honoring. Brenner obtained
publicity for his efforts on behalf of
children and CRC just prior to the
conference with:

* an article in the Washington Times;
* a half-hour discussion on Larry
King’s national radio show;

* appearances on David Letterman’s
Show and Howard Stern’s radio show.
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Brenner gave a benefit perfor-
mance for CRC at the conference.

Sponsor award to:

* Holiday Inn Worldwide for its
generous support of children and the
Children’s Rights Council by sponsor-
ing CRC’s Seventh National Con-
ference, hosted by Holiday Inn,
Bethesda. Michael Weil, general man-
ager, Holiday Inn, Bethesda, accepted
the award on behalf of the parent cor-
poration.

Book and Author
Luncheon

At the Book and Author Luncheon
1t CRC’s Seventh National Con-
ference, the following authors spoke:

* Claire Berman, author of A Hole
in My Heart and Adult Children of
Divorce Speak Out and others

* Geoffrey L. Grief, D.S.W., author
of When Parents Kidnap

* Stepher: Herman, M.D. author of
Parent vs. Parent ]

* Vicki Lansky, author of Divorce
Book for Parents

* Marcia Lebowitz, author of I
think Divorce Stinks

* Lenard Marlow, J.D. author of
Divorce and the Myth of Lawyers

* Lita Linzer Schwartz, author of
The Dynamics of Divorce.

Adrian Cronauer, the real-life DJ
portrayed by Robin Williams in the
movie, “Good Morning Vietnam,” was
an entertaining MC.

Introducers included Suzanne
Fields, nationally syndicated colum-
nist and author of the book “Like
Father, Like Daughter,” and repre-
sentatives of the Alexandria Gazette,
Aladdin’s Lamp bookstore in Falls
Church, Virginia; and Washington
area representatives of Olsson’s
Books, Brentano’s and Waldenbooks.

Continued on page 15

If you have not seen the film “Mrs.
Doubtfire” starring Robin Williams, you
still have time. The children in the film
want to see their father (as well as their
mother), and the father (Robin Williams)
goes to great (humorous) lengths to see
the children. A terriiic movie!




Continued from page 14

The Use and Misuse of Mental Health Experts
in Child Custody Cases

This was a panel discussion sponsored by the Jarosh-
Flynn Family Fund, an international organization con-
cerned with human rights. Marie McManmon of Los
Angeles, the U.S. representative of the fund, said the
Fund'’s concerns on this issue include:

* the lack of established standards in the evaluation
process, the collection and interpretation of information,
and the recommendations offered to parents, their attor-
neys, and the courts;

* the weight given to mental health opinion in pre-
trial conferences and in trial;

* the lack of accountability of mental health experts
to provide recommendations consistent with relevant
laws and constitutional safeguards;

* the lack of an established, generally accepted scien-
tific body of knowledge relevant to child custody cases in
the field of mental health.

Arnold Rutkin, Esq., Family Law Section, American
Bar Association, moderated the panel discussion.
Rutkin said that “Through the years many mental
health professionals have used various yardsticks to
render their opinion. Those yardsticks are wielded in a
way which leads the courts to believe that there is actu-
ally a scientific basis to support the notion that there is
one psychological parent, one primary parent, one bond-
ing parent or the nurturing parent.”

Joan Kinlan, M.D., who represented the American
Psychiatric Association and the American Academy of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, pointed out that a
child and adolescent psychiatrist who is able to perform
a careful and thorough evaluation of all parties in a
potential custody battle can be a positive force in pre-
venting court battles.

Billie Hinnefeld, J.D., representing the American
Psychological Association, presented a draft of
“Guidelines for Child Custody Evaluations in Divorce
Proceedings.” The guidelines are being developed by the
APA Committee on Professional Practice and Standards
to promote “best practice” in using psychological exper-
tise in conducting child custody evaluations.

Jeffrey Kuhn, representing The National Council of
Juvenile and Family Court Judges, said the Council is
committed to reducing the adversarial nature of child
custody disputes. The Council, he said, is “decidedly
opposed to the utilization of mental health experts by
opposing parties, the purpose of which is to discredit the
conclusions of the other.”Kuhn said the Council
“helieves strongly that divorcing parents should be man-
dated to participate in divorce education programs, and
by limiting the function of the mental health expert to
that of court-appointed expert.”

Judge Frances Rothschild, Los Angeles, Superior

Court, representing the American Association of Family and
Conciliation Courts, noted the lack of reported cases analyz-
ing the permissible scope of testimony of a mental health
professional as an expert in a custody hearing. .

She questionned whether mental health opinion testimo-
ny must pass the same validity standard as scientific evi-
dence and whether the opinion of the expert recommending
a particular custody plan is an invasion of the province of
the judge.

Ronald Henry, Esq., representing CRC, said “child cus-
tody litigation has experienced an explosive growth in the
use and misuse of experts” and cautioned lawyers to be alert
“for signs that the judge has abdicated decision-making
authority to the expert” and to “insist that testimony from
proposed experts comply fully with the standards for admis-
sibility set forth in the applicable rules of civil procedure.”

He asked “Is the expert really offering an analysis of the
matters that are beyond the understanding of a layman?”

IT LOOKS LIKE ANOTHER
CREDIT CARD TO YOU, BUT
IT’S A DONATION FOR US

Every time you use your CRC card, the CRC receives a con-
tribution at no extra cost to you. In addition, here are some
of the valuabie benefits you will enjoy:

¢ Aspecial 15.9% variable Annual Percentage Rate (APR).’
« |ssued free of an annual fee the first year, and just $40 for

the Visa® Gold card and $20 for the Visa® Classic card
each year thereafter.

APPLY - 1.800-847-7378, ext. 400

TODAY! Please be sure to use this priority code when calling: LYRF

3 aesacuon fee for bank and ATM cash advarces 2% of each cash ahance $2minmum 75 macenum Transacnze fee for
Premeum Access Chaces and Prefened Access Checks Cash Advancas 1% St each advance 37 minenan 375 manrem
ABNA Amency® s 3 federally regstered Servce Mark ot MBNA Arenca Bane NA visa® s a fededlly

14y Sied Laa g Ma cf visg US A I ymd purant 1S Ikense

If you are currently paying more than 15.9% on a
CRC Affinity card, phone 1-800-847-7378 to get
your rate reduced to 15.9%.
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Child Support by Non-Parent

A 1981 paternity order still stands, despite
the fact that a blood test conclusively proved
that a man who has been paying child support
for more than a decade is not the father of the
child, the Alabama Supreme Court ruled.

The court relied on the doctrine of res judi-
cata, the doctrine under which courts do not
overturn earlier decisions without good reason.
The court said that in 1981 the man accepted
paternity, and did not pursue a statutory right
to request a blood test, even though “he had
reason to doubt that he was the father.” Too
long a period of time had elapsed since the 1981
court decision that the man was the “legal
father” of the child, the Court said. It cited
precedents in other states in support of this rul-
ing.

Ex parte W. J. (Alabama ex re). G.J. v.
W.J.); Ala SupCt., No. 1911973, 6/11/93.

Concealment of Child

A non-custodial parent cannot use the custo-
dial parent’s concealment of the child as a rea-
son not to pay child support arrearages, the
California Cowrt of Apgeal, Sixth District. has
held.

At the time of its decision, a conflict existed
between appellate districts in the state on this
issue, the Appeal Court noted. The state Family
Law Act separates the support and visitation
issues, but some previous court decisions had
“held that deliberate concealment of the child—
as distinct from mere interference with visita-
tion—barred the custodial parent from collect-
ing support.

However, the Court of Appeal for the Sixth
District ruled that the Family Law Act does not
distinguish between interference with visitation
and aggravated forms of custodial parent mis-
conduct. Even the more serious forms of custo-
dial parent misconduct do not disqualify that
parent from collecting child support, the court
ruled. A subsequent Appeal Court decision (see
below) differed from the Sixth District on this
issue).

In re King, Calif CtApp 6th Dist, No.
H010218 6/24/93

Despite the ruling above, a later ruling by
the Appeal Court, First District, held that con-
cealment of the child is a factor to be considered
in determining the amount of child support
arrearages owed to the state of California for
reimbursement of public assistance.

The Appeal Court, First District, acknowl-
edged the separation of the visitation and child
support issues in the Family Law Act, but said
outright concealment of the child was 1 more
serious issue. In such cases, remedies for visita-
tion interference (such as contempt, reduction
of spousal support, or change of custody) “are
totally illusory because they are unavailable,”
the Appeal Court said.

Children denied access to one parent may be
caused serious and permanent emotional harm.
the court said. It would be contrary to public
policy “to reward a criminal wrongdoer and
punish an innocent victim by re.quiring pay-
ment of child support for the period of time the
wrongdoer is committing criminal aets,” the
court said.
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~ Court Cases

The California Supreme Court is expected to
review another similar case, and to impose uni-
formity across the state on this issue.

Padilla v. Padilla, Calif CtApp 1st Dist, No.
A059195, 9/1/93.

Moral Fitness and Custody

A trial court was wrong in deciding that a
divorcing mother’s alleged extra-marital rela-
tionships should be the deciding factor in
awarding custody to the father, the Michigan
Court of Appeals ruled. The court reversed the
custody decision.

Even if the mother had engaged in extra-
marital affairs, this did not justify the trial
court’s finding that she behaved immorally, the
Appeals Court said. In addition, a parent’s
moral fitness is only one of 11 factors to be con-
sidered under state law in determining custody,
and it had already been decided that a mother’s
adultery did not necessarily preclude her from
having custody of her children, the Appeals
Court said.

Fletcher v. Fletcher; Mich CtApp, No.
151145, 7/6/93, released 9/23/93.

Basis of State Guidelines

The U.S Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit rejected a challenge to Washington's
child support guideline by a group called
Parents Opposed to Punitive Support (P.O.P.S.).

The group argued that, although the state's
law permits deviations from the guideline, as a
practical matter, parents are unable to rebut
the standard support obligation, because the
state has not revealed the assumptions underly-
ing the guidelines. However, the U.S. Court of
Appeals said the state may properly decide that
what a parent actually spends is irrelevant. The
Constitutional Equal Protection and the Due
Process provisions are not violated by such a
decision, the court said.

The court assumed for the sake of argument
that the state’s guideline was not rebuttable,
but said that not all irrebutable presumptions
are unconstitutional. P.O.P.S. contended that
the state had inflated the costs of rearing chil-
dren, but the court said the state had the power
to make value judgments on such issues, provid-
ed that they were not arbitrary.

(P.O.P.S. v. Gardner) CA 9, No. 91-36138,

/29/93.

(These cases are summarized from Family
Law Reporter, and appear here by permission of
the publisher, The Bureau of National Affairs,
Inc.s

Kids

=+ Express
-g.,a- Affiliates
. "% with CRC

Kids Express, a colorful newsletter
whose publisher is Linda Sartori, in
Littleton, Colorado, has affiliated
with our Children’s Rights Council.

This wonderful 8-page newsletter
is by, for and about children of
divorce. It contains stories and draw-
ings by children, an activities/game/
puzzle page, an advice column, and a
parents column. When CRC first saw
this newsletter, we were favorably
impressed with the content, style and
layout of the newsletter, which began
publishing in September 1992 as a
monthly.

Linda Sartori has 15 years experi-
ence as a social worker at a public
school, and part of her duties has
been to help children of divorce. She
is married and has two children.
Littleton is a suburb south of Denver.

Subscriptions to Kids Express are
$20.00 a year; when you subscribe,
please mention that you heard about
their publication from CRC. Write to

Kids Express

Post Office Box 782

Littleton, CO 80160-0782.

Mention that you are a supporter
of CRC.

Winter 1993/ 1994

In Need of Legal Help?

If your case is on appeal, and involves a
broad legal principle (such as joint cus-
tody/shared parenting, parental kidnap-
ping, or the fairness of some domestic rela-
tions law or procedure), CRC may be able
to file an amicus curiae (Friend of the
Courl) brief, as we have done in other
state appeal court cases.

Attorneys for CRC are interested in
handling these cases on a reasonable fee
basis. As mentioned above, we can only
consider cases on appeal.

New Coordinators in
Ohio, Pennsylvania

New CRC coordinators have been
named in Ohio and Pennsylvania.
Kathryn Gibson of Pittsburgh, is
CRC’s new coordinator in Pennsyl-
vania. She won a CRC “Best in Media”
award from CRC in 1992 for her arti-
cle entitled “Not Mothers Rights, Nor
Fathers Rights, but Family Rights,”
published in the ABA’s Family law
Advocate that said she could have sole
custody, but instead chose joint cus-
tody with her ex-husband for the sake
of their children.

Continued on page 17
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New Coordinators
Continued from page 16

Gibson, who just obtained her M.A.
in counseling, is working on plans to
develop parenting classes for divore-
ing parents with the help of judges in
Allegheny and Butler Counties.

Margaret Wuwert, a inember of the
board of the Coalition for Parents
Rights Organization (CAPRA), is the
new CRC coordinator in Ohio.
Wuwert has been married to the same
man for 36 years, has four children,
and seven grandchildren. She previ-
ously worked at the ACES
(Association for the Enforcement of
Support) national office in Ohio. She
believes in CRC’s balanced approach

of working for access as well as sup-
port enforcement, especially because
her brother-in-law went through a
divorce and paid support but couldn’t
see his child. Wuwert replaces Cathy
Clark, who we thank for handling the
coordinator position during an interim
period. Coordinators of our state chap-
ters maintain contact by mail
exchange and cross-country telephone
conference calls between the chapters
and CRC national. In this way, chap-
ters can benefit from each other and
do not have to constantly “re-invent
the wheel”.

Chapters exist in 25 states.

If you live in a state where there is
a CRC chapter, we urge you to join
the chapter. In this way, you will be

networking with a chapter and
national CRC to reform custody law
and attitudes around the country. By
becoming 2 member of the chapter,
you also become a member of national
CRC.

If you would like to learn if a chap-
ter is forming in your state, write or
call CRC. If you would like to form a
chapter in your own state or commu-
nity, write to Eric Anderson, address
below, and enclose $15.00 for photo-
copying and postage.

This 37-page booklet explains
everything you want to know about
affiliation.

Note: CRC’s name is protected by
federal trademark law.

National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters

National Affiliate
Organizations

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC)
P.O. Box 27418

Houston, TX 77227-7418

phone (713) 840-1626

Jennifer Isham. president

Grandparents United for Children's
Rights (GUCR)

137 Larkin Street

Madison, W1 53705

phone (6081 238-8751

Ethel Dunn. executive director

Stepfamily Association of America
(SAA)

215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 212

Lincoln, Nebraska 68505

(4021 477-7837

Kevin Ricker. president

CRC Chapters
Alabama

CRC of Alabama

P.O. Box 750

Montrose AL 36559

E.D. Wilson. coordmmator
1205) 928-0464

Alaska

Alaska Dads and Moms

2225 Arctic Boulevard. Ste 303
Anchorage. Alaska 99503

(9071 274-7358

Gary Maxwell, state ceordinator

Alaska Famuily Support Group
P.O. Box 111691

Anchorage, AK 99511-1681
(9071 344-7707

Jim Arnesen, president

California

CRC of California Sacramento Chapter
P.O. Box 60811

Sacramento. CA 95860

1916 635-2590

Patricia Gehlen, coordinator

CRC of Califormia Solano Chapter
206 Arbor Street

Vacaville, CA 95688

(7071 451-4611

Robin DeRenai, chir

Colorado
CRC of Coloriuda
P O Box 2R00K8

Lakewoad, CO 80228
13031 980-6903
Valerie Ozsu. state coordinator

Delaware

CRC of Delaware

P.O. Box 182

Bethel. DE 19931

«302) 875-7353

Bill Barrell. coordinator
(302) 734-8522

James Morning. president

Florida

CRC of Florida

395 Shore Drive
Ellenton. FL 34222
18131 722-8688

Kris Kline, coordinator

CRC of Florida.

southern Florida chapter

113 W. Tara Lakes Drive
Boynton Beach. Florida 33436
14071 395-5512

Piotr Blass, chair

Georgia

CRC of Georgia

P.O. Box 70486

Marietta, GA 20007-0486
14041 928-7110

Sonny Burmeister. coordinator

1llinois

CRC of Hlinw

P.O. Box 786

Pekin. 1L 61535-0786
3091 697-3235

Ann Danner, coordinator

Indiana

('RC of Indiana

2625 N. Mendian, Suite 202
Indianapohs, IN 46208
13171925-5433

David Dinn, coordinator

lowa

CRC of [owa

Fathers for Equal Rights. Inc.
13623 Douglas Avenue

Des Moines. 1A H0310

15151 277-87R9

Dick Woads, coordinator

Professionals Serving Custodial and
Non-Custodinl Parents

H15126:3-9511

Frie Borseth, . J.1)

Kansas/Missouri

CRC of Kansas/Missouri
5516 Mission Road
Fairway, KS 66205-2721
19131 831-0190

Roger Doeren. coordinator

Kentucky

CRC of Kentucky

1645 Robin Road
Owensboro, KY 42301
15021 684-6100

Tracy Cox, coordinator

Maryland

C'RC of Maryland

417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring. MD 20910
(301 588-0262

Harvey Walden. coordinator

Massachusetts

Sheila Sands, cocrdinator 14131 737-4900

Sue Parker (6171 323-6028, assistant
coordinator

Concerned Fathers of Massachusetts. Inc.
P.0. Box 2768

Springfield. MA 011012768

George Kelly. presadent

4131 736-7432

Michigan

CRC of Michigan

P.O. Box 416

Lawton, M1 49065-0416

6161 247-5868

Heather Rowhson. coordinator

Minnesota

CRC of Minnesota

5905 Chateau Road N.W.
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 289-6221

Bruce Kaskubar, coordinator

New Jersey

New Jersey Council for Cluldren's Rights
(NJCCR

P.(). Box 615

Wayne. NJ 07470-0615

12011 694-9142:3

Richard Martin, pre<ident

New York

CRC of New York

231 Main Street, Suite 1

Vestal, NY 13805

(607 TRH-U33R

Kim Bocdecker-Frey, evordinator

o)
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Ohio

CRC of Ohio

2745 Sagamore Road

Toledo, Chio 43606
1419)472-1471

Margaret Wuwert. coordinator

Pennsylvania

CRC of Pennsylvania

188 Seminole Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

(412) 364-6916

Kathryn Gibson. coordinator

Tennessee

CRC of Tennessee

5014 Charlotte Avenue
Nashvilte, TN 37209
1615)952-2498

David Courson, coordinator

Texas

Children's Rights Coalition

P.0. Box 12961

Capttol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

(512)499-8272

Eric Anderson, coordinator and nation-
wide chapter coordinator

Vermont

Vermonters for Strong Families
RR1, Box 267A1

Heartland, VT 05048

18021 436-3089

Fred Tubbs. coordinator

Virginia

CRC of Virginia, Tidewater chapter
P.O. Box 13465

Chesapeake. VA 23325

18041 463-KIDS

Michael Ewing. president

Cindy Lewis. state coordinator

CRC of Virginia. Richmond chapter
8935 Patterson Avenue

Richmond, VA 23229

1804) 740-9889

Murray Steinberg, president

Fathers United for Equal Right's end
Wonten's Coalition

P.0). Box 1323

Arlington. VA 222101323

17031 451-8580

Paul Robinson, president
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Thank You, Supporters!

We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from April 1, 1993
through September 31, 1993 * Denotes life member of CRC (financial contribution totaling $500 or more).

Jon Aaronson
Carolyn Acheson
Bob Adams
Constance Ahrons
Dennis Allen
Domunick Aman
Bill Amato
('nistopher Anderson
Lela Anderson
Asa Baber

Dan Baker
Trawis Ballard
Robert Barune
Allenn Baum
John Bauserman
Jeff Beal

Karen Bechman
Helen Bennett
Vernnena Bergen
Steven Berkowt2
Claure Berman
*Don Bienzewsez
Rebecca Black
Annc Blacker
Mark Blacker
Arthur Blair
Ameha Bland
Piotr Blass
Mehnda Blau
Len Blayer
Russell Blome
Emi} Blomquist
Deede Blum

Kum Boedecker-Frey
Ene Borseth
Laura Boyd
*Denns Boyum
Mary Faye Boze
Robert Brad
Richard Bray
Lawrence Breheny
Robert Brodberg
Antownette Brown
Denms Brown
Patricaa Brown

Geurge Bryant
E E\T;n Brvlawsks
Bnice Buehler

J Robert Burk
Ceceha Burke

Richard Chancellor
Donald Chavez
Eugene Cherny
Ferrel Christensen
John Cimuno
Edith Clark
Patriata Clark
Pnsatla Clark
Thomas Clark
Cheryl Cabb
Dalles Coffman
James Conatser
Jobin Conerey
James Cook
Wayne Cooks
Maureen Corbett
Sue Corby
Dawd Courson
Richard Covino
Judith Cnttenden
Jenmfer Cummings
John Curry
Joseph YAmbroaio
Joseph Dansercau
Robert Dave
(Cathenpe Davs
Ginger Davis
Judith Davis
Dawid DeLaurentis
Barbara DeMarea
Judy DeWiz
DellaCamera
*Elliott Diamond
Mark Draniond
Thomas gckB:ubam Drkes

Regrer Dovren
Juseph Doran
Charles Duckwarth
Anrette Duin
Martha INgert
Courtney Earnest
Kent Eamhardt
Jay and Sherry Elwrt
Rabert Erer
Elizebeth Einstein
St Elbertsan
LdEh
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Linda Kay Ellington
Alfred Ellis

Rex Ellswarth
John & Abce Engle

Kathryn Eppes-Hale
Ahce Esbenshade

Bruze & Jennmifer Essex-Duckery

Famela Evans
Michael Ewary
Johin & Judy Farrell
Howard Feeler
James Felder
John Felton

Ruth Ferran
James Fields
Wbam Findler
Joha Finn
Vineent Finocchio
Anrne Fiomtt

Jili Firestone
Karl Firmbach
Joe Fischler
Russell Fish
Denms Flat
Sarah Flohr

Jo Fogel

Wilham Ford

Don Forsvthe
Joho & Mary Franas
Michelle Frank
Karen Freed
Michael Fiedman
Wayne Frver
Judy Fuiop

Chif Gade

Sherry Gaffin-McDonald
Lows Gallo
Edward Gambill
John Gander
Juhan Garma
Ruchard Gardner

Lavmzna- Gavghan

Roger Gay

Thomas Geha

Robert Gentry

Nancy Gerstung

Kathrvn Gibson

Joanne Gilden

Bruce Gullman

gharll.-s ll;] t;leurl,\' Glover
ary Gol g

Michael Lee Coodman

George Goodnch

{srael Gopstein

Donald Gordon

Ruchard Gonsh

Willard Greham

Marge Grant

Dan Gray

Robert Gras

Chns Graze!

Brice Green

Richard Green

Susan Greenient

Jay & Darla Greealey

Steven Greenstein

Anthony Gi

Max Gregoncl

Collae Gnee

Charles Grumes

Barry Grossman

Terry Gulgnon

Edward Gunderson

Luke Gunnstalks

Georye & Jan Gura

Phullip Haase

Nancy Hackney

John Hadder

James Hagan

Ben Hall

Denald and Adeie l1all

Tom and Margare: Hall

Drane Harmilon

Jeff & Vivian l{nncuck

Man Hanuman

Keith Hardesty

Suzanne Hardin

Chfford Harpe

Themas Harnes

Bill Hamington

Kevin Harns

Marey Hamns

3 Hall Har<h

Carl Hanvey

Marx Harves

John Hacke

Laun Hasanger

Jean Hatfirld

Sue Hathomn

Gwytineth Hawes 1wk

David Nawn

Hob Hayes

Ren & Canile Heek
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Ellan Heit

Gary & Margaret Heltman
Dennus Henegar

Robert Heslop

John Hackly

Bruce Hickman

Perry & Juha Hicks

" Rob& Virpuua Hilbert

Craig Hill
Dan Hill
Steven Hills
Jack & Robyn Helyard
Stan Hirsch
Michael Harschensohn
Crayle Hobbs
Michael Hoehn
Aaron Hoffmever
Phnl Hogle

olman
hun olmstrom
Phul Holt
Jim & Barbara Holzmark
Laura Huoghws
Guy Horst
Stephame Hose
David Householder
Dee Howard
James & Marae Howell
Declan Howlett
Bob Hovden
Charles Hubbard
Wilkam Huerter
Carlton Hudson
Willlam Huerter
Mary Hughes
Susan Hurley DeConam
Leon & Judith Huskey
Thomas Hyre
Barry Jackson
Enc & Sandra Jackson
Regina Jackson
Thoiras & Glenda Jackson
Mickey James
Charles Jamieson
James Junousek
:hchae‘ll Jasinsk

ivien Jenni

Brad Juhnsolﬁgs
Brenda Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Ole M & Clar Johnson
R & | Johnson
Tumothy Johnson
Mona .{]ol'llm
Prerre Jol
Donis Jonas Freed
Ann Jones
Dennns Judd
Doris Julian
Jon J hann
Michael Justice
Cheryl Kabler
Teresa Kaiser
Stephen Ralifeh
Christina Kallas
Bruce Kaskubar
Mhane Keeney
Janet Keillor
Jack Keith
Sev Kellam
George Kelly
EdKerr
Jmes Kerr
Lows Kuefer
Kirk Kitchen
Kym Klass
Albert Klopfer
Jim Klopman
Knsti Kloster
Pammy Kokl
Lourdes Kontos
Lynn Kotz
Chinton Kraft
Glenn Kramar
(rary Kretchmer
Wayne Knstall
Robert Krollman
Walter Kuckes
Steven Kuketz
David Kuperschmid
Marun Lachman
Scott & Delia Laing
Den Lamb
Steven Lamberg
(Cindy Lammert
Yavd Landesman
Tunald Landny
Audrey Langwnrthy
Angie Lapuh
Shelby Land
Jack Larneon
Winston Lasin
Kem Lawrenee
Paul Lelon
Marcia Lebawits
Richard Leder

Jackn lee

Juha Leinhart-Fernat
Dawid & Laura Lester
Dana Letts

Robert Leve

Larry Levine
Cynnthia Lewis
Donovan Lewis

Steve & Mauree Lews
Lsrael Lichtenstain
Bill & Dory Lidinsky
Steven Link

Gayle Lippincott
Allen Lomax

John Lord

Martha Lowe

Frank Lucente

Jesse & Kathleen Luckett
Norma Lutzer

Lois Lynn

Donald MacMaster
Chris & Sue Mahley
Elaine Majewsk
Robert Maloney
Lynne Mandel

John & Patnaia Manglos
Brenda Manns

Steve Marhenke
Carol Marks

Richard Marshall
Dave Martin

Keith & Susie Marun
Steven Martin

Rosemary McCashn
Donald McClelk:nd
Helv McClellaad
Charles McClan
Michae} McCoy
Jack McDamel
Damel McDonald
Donna McDougald
Mike McGee
Michele McGuire
Hugh Mclsanc
Oliver & Barbara McMahan
Gregory McMillen
Ronald McPeek
Darrell McQuitty
George McVey
Deanne Mechlin,
Dawd Mendena.lf
Rob & Cara Meneiliy
Evelyn Metaxas

s & Eleasor Meunier
Keith & Kelly Meyers
Donald \hdcﬂeman

\\'end,\' Mmhell
Courtney Mobley

Bob Monday

Charles Monroe

Russ Moore

Mason Morgan
Lawrence Morse
John & Beverly Moss
Nancy Mossor

Ellen Muller
i,

'l

Patnaa M lJ])u\'-ph»
Beserly Mussetter
Sharun Myers
Richard & Sara Myshnsk
Tlazaleoth Nelson
Gregory Nerode
Kenreth Neumann
Jay Newell

Lowell & Susan Nichols
Roy Nolan

Bnan OBnan

David & Dawn ONeill
Thomas Oaster
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Here are Some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the The CRC catalog lists more than 60 books, written reports,

audio-cassettes, model bills, and gifts for children. Members

H 3 H H .- — can receive additional free copies of the catalog by contact-
Chlldren S nghts COUI‘\CI| : ing CRC. Mon-members can order one for $1. Write: CRC,

by} 220 1" Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362.
' : Discount: CRC Members - 10% ea. book
- 20% other items
Send all book orders to:

C ATA LOG OFR ESO U RC ES gﬁeic?s%?gss’;ﬁfmﬁﬁgoc 20016.

Add $2 for 1st book, 50¢ each additional
for parents ] book for shipping and handiing.
and professionals

Some Special Additions and Some Books Currently Listed:

For The Sake Of The Children, by Kris Kline and Stephen Pew, Ph.D.
Insights and advice on how parents can cooperate after divorce. BKP-211 -~ 200
pg. HB $17.95 Kris Kline is the Florida coordinator for the Children’s Rights
Council.

The Parental Alienation Syndrome, by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. The PAS
occurs when one parent denigrates the other parent, and gets the child to join in
the denigration. Gardner, a national expert on the PAS, describes the disorder
and recommends treatment. 1992 publiching of this material as a separate book
for the first time. BKA-803 — 348 pg. HB $30.00

e ST Surviving The Breakup, by Joan Berlin Kelly, Ph.D. and Judith S. Waller-
FOR T SR ~zsmssow  stein, Ph.D. A longitudinal study of the effects of divorce on children. BKP-210 -

. “- . 346 pg. SB $14.00
(HILDREN pe. 58 8 |
p—— True And False Allegations Of Child Sexual Abuse, by Richard A. Gardner,
- M.D. Child sexual abusc cases are burgeoning. Gardner provides analysis, evalu-
pezanee ated criteria and recommendations necessary to better differentiate between true
— and false allegations. His proposals could result in better resolution of cases.

marverm e

A e BKA-807 - 748 pg. HB $45.00

I Think Divorce Stinks, by Marcia Lebowitz. BKA-104 - 16 pg. SB $4.95

The Dynamics of Divorce, by Florence W. Kaslow, Ph.D. and Lita Linzer Schwartz, Ph.D. BKP-207 - 329 pg.
HB $35.00

Divorce Busting, by Michele Weiner-Davis. BKE-610 — 252 pg. SB $11.00

Sudden Endings, by Madeline Bennett, BKP-214 - 280 pg. $4.00

The Joint Custody Handbook - Creating Arrangements That Work, by Miriam Galper Cohen. BKE-610 -
203 pg. SB $10.95

Divorce Book For Parents, by Vicki Lansky. BKP-203 - 254 pg. HB $18.95, SB $4.50

The Handbook of Divorce Mediation, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. and S. Richard Sauber, Ph.D. BKE-604 - 506
pg. HB $65.00

The Custody Revolution — The Father Factor And The Motherhood Mystique, by Richard A. Warshak,
Ph.D. BKE-607 - 272 pg. HB $21.00

Fathers Rights - The Sourcebook For Dealing With The Child Support System, by Jon Conine. BKF-406
- 220 pg. HB $17.95

Mothers Without Custody, by Goeffrey Grief. BKE-609 — 290 pg. SB $11.00

Mom’s House, Dad’s House, by Isolina Ricci, Ph.D. BKP-202 - 270 pg. SB $8.95

Long Distance Parenting, by Miriam Galper Cohen. BKP-213 - 193 pg. HB $17.95

Parent vs. Parent, by Stephen P. Herman, M.D. BKP-209 - 240 pg. HB $20.95

Don’t Blame Me, Daddy, by Dean Tong. BKA-806 - 215 pg. SB $11.95

Divorce And The Myth Of Lawyers, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. BKE-608 - 175 pg. SB $19.95

Children Held Hostage. by Stanley S. Clawar, Ph.D. and Brynne V. Rivlin, M.S.S. BKE-606 - 208 pg. SB
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Federal Government Distributes
CRC Child Support Guideline

A child support guideline prepared by CRC
that is based on a child having two parents is
being distributed by the federal government
this Spring to state legislatures and policy-
makers across the country.

This marks the first time that the federal
government has ever distributed a guideline
that takes into account the direct expendi-
tures on a child by the non-custodial parent.

The guideline is included as Chapter 11 in
a book entitled “Child Support Guidelines:
The Next Generation”. The book is being pub-
lished by the Office of Child Support
Enforcement of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS).

The book was compiled and edited by
Margaret Campbell Haynes of the American
Bar Association’s Center on Children and the
Law.

“CRC's aim is to get this guideline adopted
by states around the country,” said CRC
President David L. Levy. “Having it published
in a federal government publication is the first
step towards that goal.”

CRC had been preparing an alternative
guideline for two years, but the impetus for
completing the guideline came with the invi-
tation to CRC to contribute to the governnient
publication.

The guideline was completed by Don
Bieniewicz, an economist and CRC member,
in consultation with Laurie Casey. David K.
Garrod, Ph.D., Roger F. Gayv, Anna D. Keller,

and John E. Siegmund, Esquire.

Casey from New York, and
Siegmund from Washington,
DC, are CRC Senior Policy
Analysts. Gay from Texas is a
researcher on child support
issues, Garrod from Indiana is a
child support analyst, and
Keller is a CRC vicepresident.

The footnote to the article says, in part,
“Mr. Bieniewicz is on the economics staff of the
Office of Policy Analysis, U.S. Department of
the Interior. This guideline does not reflect
government policy. Rather, it was devel-
oped...as part of volunteer work done for the
Children’s Rights Council (CRC). The CRC is a
national organization focusing on preserving
children's rights to a relationship with both
parents and extended family, regardless of the
parents’ marital situation.”

Bieniewicz

Direct Parenting Considered

The preface to the book says, “In chapter 11,
Don Bieniewicz presents a model child support
guideline that he developed, in consultation
with others, on behalf of the Children’s Rights
Council. CRC designed the guideline to better
recognize the costs of direct parenting by both
parents.”

Continued on page 4

CRC’S NINTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE WILL BE MARCH 29-APRIL 2, 1995 AT THE HOLIDAY INN,
BETHESDA, MARYLAND (the saume conference site as in 1993 and 1994). PLEASE ATTEND.
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The Children’s Rights Council
(CRC) is a nationwide, non-profit
IRS 501(cx3) children’s rights orga-
nization based in Washington, D.C.

CRC favors family formation and
family preservation, but if families
break up, or are never formed, we
work to assure a child the frequent
and continuing contact with two par-
ents and extended family the child
wouid normally have during a mar-
riage. Qur motto is “The Best Parent
is Both Parents.”

For the child’s benefit, CRC seeks
to demilitarize divorce between par-
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based programs for children at risk.
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Galston and Ross Hold Meetings with Activists

Clinton Administration officials Galston had co-authored (with “Shared parenting is not only fair
are continuing to hold wide-ranging  Elaine Kamarck) an article for PPI  to men and to children, it is the best
meetings with advocates who favor a  that the Democratic Party’s empha-  option for women. After observing

child’s right to two parents. sis on the single-parent family had women’s rights and responsibilities
White House Assistant Domestic  led Democrats into “a series of policy  for more than a quarter-century of
Policy Advisor Bill Galston has held cul-de-sacs.” feminist activism. I conclude that
at least 5 meetings with such advo- The aathors recommended more  shared parenting is great for women,
cates over the past several months. emphasis on the two-parent family. giving time and opportunity for
One of those meetings, organized More meetings with Dr. Galston female parents to pursue education,
by New York dentist Steve Lamberg  are expected. training, jobs. careers, professions
in December, included CRC officials, _ and leisure.
writers, researchers {John DeCrow’s Views “There is nothing scientific, logical
Guidubaldi, Ph.D., Henry Biller, or rational to excluding the men. and

Ph.D,, Richard Warshak, Ph.D.), and Karen DeCrow,
Karen DeCrow, a former N.OW o was president
president (See remarks by De Crow  of the National

forever holding the women and chil-
dren, as if in swaddling clothes
themselves, in eternal loving
bondage. Most of us have acknowl-
edged that women can do everything
that man can do. It is now time to

below). ) Organization for
DeCrow  told Women (N.O.W.)

Galston that the from 1964 to 1967,
government does wrote in a Syracuse acknowledge that men can do every-

women “no favor” by (NY) New Times thing women can do.”
giving them sole cus- column on Januarv DeCrow David Gray Ross, the new director
tody of children in 5. 1994 about the meeting she ©f the Office of Child Support
85% of custody cases attended with Galston in December, Enforcement (OCSE) has also held
nationwide (Census 1993. DeCrow wrote, in part: meetings with child and family advo-
Bureau figures). Galston “Putting aside the foolish ego cates, as has David Ellwood, director
During the 2-hour, wide-ranging  gratification of being invited (to the  ©f policy and planning at the U.S.
meeting, Galston noted that a senior  White House), I was pleased to pre- Department of Health and Human
Capitol Hill staffer had asked him  gent my long-held ideas on the sub-  Services (HHS), and other high-level
why he was meeting with advocates  ject of equal parenting. If we are to  Political officials.

of a child’s right to two parents. end the battle between the sexes—in
Galston indicated he was 5 manner which will ensure fairness, Meetings Arranged by
astounded by the question. He decency and civility—we must Harrington
thought for a moment, and said  jqdress the issue of shared parent-
“Because my heart goes out to ing Of all the areas of life which Some of the meetings with
them. ) ) cause strife between women and  Galston and Ross have been orga-
Galston said that now it was the  men. this one is the most con- nized by Bill Harrington, head of the
Capitol Hill staffer's turn to be tentious... American Fathers Coalition, an
astounded. “If there is a divorce in the family,  organization he and others fox';11ed
“What this means politically in [ yrge a presumption of joint custody  |qgt year. Harrington, who lives in
nuance-filled Washington is that if  of the children. Whereas it is impos- Tz;lkc;ma .Wa:hington ‘has flown to
advocates for a child's right to two  ghje to change thousands of years of Waqhing;ton ;everal times since last
parents are welcome at the White  sex.role stereotyping through legis-  Fall for meet;ngq at the V&;hite House
House, they should be equally wel-  stion, we can hope, in an existential and on Capitol I:Iill
come in Congress.” said CRC  fashion, that attitudes can be The American Fathers Coalition is
President David L. Levy. "Politics  changed through education and the sponsoring a Fathers; Day Rall;'

operates by perception, and a per- passage of laws. Saturday, June 18, 12 noon, at the
ceptloq of power counts as much as “The Clinton administration has Washing;ton Monument, Washington,
power itself. heen dedicated to gender equality  D.C. For information, write to: AFC,

Before he came to the _Whit" from the first moments of the cam- 9 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.-W., Suite
House, Galston worked for the  pajgn. Part of ending sexism 148 Washington, D.C. 20006 cr phone
Progrgssxve P()h(}' Instxtute. (PPD. @ involves eliminating the inhuman (202) 255-2498 fax (703) 255-2454.
Washington think tank linked to  practice of awarding a parent ‘visita-

President Clinton. tion’ to his or her own chila. Continued on page 6
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Guideline
Continued from page 1

The description provided by CRC
in Chapter 11 says:

“The guideline is more accurate in
that it makes greater use of actual
data on the cost of providing for chil-
dren. It utilizes the actual amount
paid by the parents for certain cate-
gories of cost, such as the children’s
medical insurance. It relies on esti-
mates of the marginal (incremental)
cost of children in single-parent
households (the situation that exists
post-separation or where the parents
never married) for other discrete cost
categories, such as ‘housing’ and
‘food’.

“The guideline is structured to be
rebuttable when appropriate...

“The guideline acknowledges and
credits the cost of direct parenting by
both parents. Most guidelines ignore
the direct costs of the children to the
noncustodial parent. Recognizing
such costs is more equitable and will
encourage important direct parent-
ing by the noncustodial parent.

“The guideline eliminates the ‘liff
effect’ of guidelines that inappropri-
ately assume no cost of the children
to the noncustodial parent below
some fixed number of days of care for
the children. It does this by identify-
ing certain “fixed costs” to the non-
custodial parent. such as medical
insurance and housing, that are con-
stant year-round, and other
‘shiftable costs,’” such as food. that
shift smoothly and continuously to
the nencustodian as the amount of
time the noncustedian spends caring
for the children increases from 0 to
365 days per year.

“The guideline better maintains
work incentives. For example,
income from work by each parent
bevond some set number of hovrs
per week. e.g., 50 hours, is not count-
ed for the purpose of calculation of
child support.

“The guideline does not specifical-
ly address second families. The CRC
view is that multiple approaches are
possible, provided that the objective
is to strike a balance such that each
and everyThild of a parent is treated

4 SPEAK OUT For CHILDREN
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as having an equal call on the
resources of that parent.

“This CRC guideline is more
detailed than some existing guide-
lines, in particular, those that simply
award a fixed percentage of the non-
custodial parent’s gross income. This
is because the CRC views simple
percent-of-gross-income guidelines
as having too many liabilities to be
acceptable. Such guidelines fail to
consider, respect, and encourage par-
enting by the noncustodial parent.

“Also, they are too crude—at high
incomes generating support awards
that are well beyond the reasonable
needs of the children, and at low
incomes possibly yielding support
awards that fail to meet children’s
basic needs. They can also generate
awards that are unpayable because
they exceed net income, which is
why percent-of-gross-income is not
used as the method for federal taxa-
tion”,

Officials Extend Invitation

The Office of Child Support
Enforcement (OCSE) invited CRC to
submit the guideline for the federal
publication.

Officials at OCSE administer the
access/visitation demonstration
grants that were awarded to states
under the 1988 Family Support Act.
CRC helped get Congress to fund the
access grants in Section 504 of the
1988 Family Support Act.

“HHS has come to see that the
access demonstration grants, partic-
ularly the one administered by Dick
Woods in lowa, are reasonable and
necessary,” said Levy. “Federal offi-
cials, and Bob Williams and Jessica
Pearson, the independent evaluators
of the grants. have come to see a
child’s right to two parents, and
those who work for it, in a more posi-
tive light. One step leads to ancther.
Networking and working within the
system has again produced results.”

Ron Henry, Esquire, the
Washington lawyer who does pro
bono work on behalf of child advo-
cates, said, "Now that the govern-
ment is publishing the CRC model
guideline, activists in the states

should get a copy, and work to get
that guideline implemented in their
states. in lieu of the guidelines now
being followed.”

People interested in obtaining a
copy of the publication should phone
(202) 401-9383, which is the Office of
Child Support Enforcement’s Child
Support Reference Center, located at
370 L’Enfant Promenade SW,
Washington, DC 20447. There is no
charge for the publication, as long as
supplies last.

Copies of the guideline itself as
published by the government are
available from CRC for $5.00 for
CRC members, and $10.00 for non-
members, including shipping and
handling.

“Dear Abby”
Mentions CRC

“Dear Abby” mentioned CRC in
her nationwide column January 4,
1994. Here is the portion of the col-
umn:

DEAR ABBY: We are always reading
about unwed mothers who give up their
children for adoption. What about the
fathers of these children? Have they no
rights?

1 am the father of a baby boy born out
of wedlock. I would have given my right
arm to have raised that child, but had no
say in the matter: he was given to
strangers who adopted him.

I went to court over this — and lost.
We hear so much about “women’s
rights™ what about men’s rights? The
system stinks. — DISGUSTED IN
TEXAS

DEAR DISGUSTED: The “stinking”
system has been deodorized. Some
fathers have sued for custody of their
children — and won. There are now
organizations that promote a child’s
right to have both a mother and a father.
The one with which [ am the most famil-
iar is the Children’s Rights Council. 220
Eye St. N.E.. Suite 230. Washington.
D.C. 20002-4362. The council receatly
published a book titled “The Best Parent
Is Both Parents: A Guide to Shared
Parenting in the 21st Century.” edited hy
David Levy. The price is $9.95.
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By CRC Staff

Families A*P*A*R*T: Ten Keys to
Successful Co-Parenting. by Melinda

Blau. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 350 pages,
$22.95.

P T
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TEN
KEYSTO
SCCCESSELT.
CO-FARENTING

MELINDA BL AL

APART

This excellent book relates the
ways in which Melinda Blau and her
ex-husband manag { to establish
their own “Family Apart”. But the
book doesn't stop there. It shows
how many other successful co-par-
ents “make it work,” and synthesizes
the best advice of mental health pro-
fessionals around the country.

The book describes what tasks are
necessary to move your family from
one phase of separation and divorce
to the next, through all the events
that continue to bring you together
in your children’s lives—long after
your legal divorce.

The Ten “Keys”, each one uf which
is built around a chapter in the book.
are: Heal Yourself After Divorce, Act
Maturely, Listen to Your Children.
Respect Each Other as Parents.
Divide Parenting Time, Accept Each
Other’s Differences, Communicate
about tand with) the Children. Step
Outside Traditional Gender Roles,
Anticipate and Accept Change, and
Know That Co-Parenting is Forever.

Those keys. with a sentence or
two describing them, should be on
the wall of every divorce court. or
handed out to every divorcing couple
with children.

Of course, it's easy to say those 10
Keys. but another for a parent to
carry them out while going through
the bitterness and anger of a divorce.
Who can act maturely when caught
up in a court battle over their chil-

Book Reviews

dren? Or respect someone as a par-
ent while they are bitter or angry
over the break-up of the marriage?

“Although many parents in the
aftermath of divorce suffer from tem-
porary insanity.” Blau writes, “many
of us manage to get past it, or, at
least, to act as if we had—for the
sake of the children. And then we
get down to the business of being
parents again, with the very person
that we once thought we would (par-
don the pun) “ex” out of our lives.”

Good observation; and Blau backs
it up with an understanding of
research data, which is another rea-
son why this book will be useful to
both parents and professionals who
guide parents through the thickets of
divorce.

Blau, a 1989 “Best in Media”
award winner from CRC for an arti-
cle in New York Magazine on family
therapy, called “In It Together”, con-
tinues to instruct with this powerful
book.

Questions from Dad: A Very Cool
Way to Communicate with Kids, by
Dwight Twilley. Charles E. Tuttle
Company, 192 pages, $16.95.

ey Cont Be &y Lo, nmm 8
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The first thing that impresses you
about this book is the cover: an
almost Michelangelo-like grasping of
hands between father and child (it
could be a boy or a girl. Dwight’s
only child is daughter Dionne). And
the second thing is the inside of the
bhook. with delightful drawings (by
Dwight and Dionne! that fairly leap
out at vou from uncrowded pages
with clear type that wraps around
the illustrations.
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And all this before you even get to
the marvelous instructive material
of the book! The “Questions” were
part of letters Dwight has written to
his daughter, mostly discussing fun
things, but inserting serious topics
here and there, in a non-threatening
way.

Dionne, in turn, was encouraged
to write letters to her dad. Their
closeness and communication grew,
while Dwight, a pop singer and
recording artist, was on the road, fol-
lowing a divorce from Dionne’s mom.
Best known for his hits “I'm on Fire”
and “Girls”, Dwight has released
numerous albums on the Shelter,
Arista, EMI and DCC record labels.
The entertaining text was concisely
edited by producer Joe Klein.

“ ‘Questions from Dad’ will act as
a key to the wonders of childhood—it
will be a touching journey for both of
vou,” writes well-known psychother-
apist Susan Forward, Ph.D,, in the
book’s introduction.

And it’s not just for dad’s. “What a
wonderful idea—excellent for grand-
parents separated from their beloved
grandchildren!” says Ethel Dunn,
Director, Grandparents United for
Children’s Rights, in a blurb on the
Jjacket cover.

And from Charles A. Ballard,
Founder of the National Institute for
Responsible Fatherhood & Family
Development Center, Cleveland, Ohio:
“Perhaps the greatest endorsement
(for this book) comes from my six year
old daughter, who often climbs up in
my lap and asks me to read Mr.
Twilley’s questionnaires to her.”

And from Jennifer Isham, presi-
dent of Mothers Without Custody:
“An innovative approach to encour-
aging a long-distance parent-child
relationship.”

Yes, this book offers a fun way to
communicate with your child,
whether the child lives with you or is
long-distance. A fine book to dip into
whenever the mood strikes.

(Both of the above books may be ordered
from CRC. Add $3.00 for S/H for one
baok,.50 cents each additional book).
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Supernaw Accepts
As A Spokesperson
for CRC | |

Country music
performer Doug
Supernaw, whose
single recording
and video tape Supernaw
entitled “I Don’t Call Him Dacddy™
has received national airplay. has
accepted the role of a national
spokesperson for CRC.

Supernaw. nominated as New
Male Artist of the Year and for Song
of the Year by the Academy of
Country Music, and video of the year
by Music City News, performed at
CRC’s Conference in April.

Supernaw. who wrote “I Don't Call
Him Daddy” during a period of sepa-
ration from his wife, said one couple
told him they pulled their marriage
back togetner because the video made
them think about what the breakup
could mean. Supernaw and his wife
have four children.

Roger Doeren, CRC coordinator in
Kansas/Missouri. first approached
Supernaw, asking for permission to
air the “I Don’t Call Him Daddy” video
prior to a free screening of the “Mrs.
Doubtfire” movie in Kansas City.

Supernaw says of CRC, “The group
doesn't say that mothers are right all
the time, or that fathers are right all
the time. What they belteve is that,
for children to be happy. adults have
to share the responsibility for custody
and visitation. It’s like the song says.
“God bless the little hearts. they're
the ones that really pay., when Mom
and Dad can't get along and they go
their separate ways.” Now. I don't
claim to be a child expert. Far from it.
But Ido feel it's a real privilege to use
my success to help people sit up and
take notice about an issue that's so
important.”

“We welcome Doug Supernaw to
the cause of children’s rights and
CRC.” said CRC President David 1.
Levy. “And we thank Roger Doeren
for his efforts.”
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Galston & Ross
Continued from page 3

Ross supports “Two Parents and
Four Grandparents” for Kids

In a separate development, David Gray Ross, on January 24,
1994. his first day as head of the Office of Child Support
Enforcement at HHS. wrote a letter to the 40.000 employees of the
Office across the country. Ross’s letter is as follows:

AR

January (s,

Cear Fell:w Enployees ¢f the
Ccffice o

/C JEPARTVMENTOFHEALTH & HUMANSERVICES
=%

David Gray Ross

Srce o
2 3 Sudtont Entorcement

WasniAGIon OC 20ad?

1394

Child Suapport Enforcement

On thls, 2y first cfficial day in o:fice, I wanted to write
and tell you how excitec I am apcut working with you in the area

of child suppert enforcement.

on February 18, 1965, I jolned the

Dtfice of the Corporation Counsel in the District of Columbia and
was assigned to the Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Unit. I
have peen deeply involved in the area of family law ever since.
To be glven the opportunlty to administer and gulde the naticnal
cnild support effcrt 1S a real challenge and privilege.

As we begln our new adventure together, please be assured
that I value your experience, your knowledge, and your

commithent.

At the same t:ime, you wlll be pleased to know that
this Adpinistration 1s committed %0 Trylng nNew ways.

Sometimes

we allow ourselves to take the easy route since it has proven

successful in the past.

I encourage you to think about "“new

ways" of doing things and sharing your thoughts with others. As
the tudget deollar shrinks., we nust invent new methods of

providing i1mproved service.

Regarding our nmission, ny personal theme as a famlly court

Judge these many Years nas been "children first”.
mandated n1ss1on 1s to "collect cnild support™.

ce more than that.

Obviously, sur
But I want 1t to

The aajudication of paternity and the

1mposition and collection Of child support gives both parents tha
opportunity to be involved in the lives of their children.
Children need and deserve two parents. four grandparents, and

extended families.

Froz close observation these past twenty-

elght years, I am convinced that "where the pocketbook .s, there

the heart shall te aiso".

To that end. everything we do must be

done 1n the interest of our children.

In closing, permlt me to say "thank you" %o Bob Harris who
has served as the Acting Deputy Dlrector f£or these many months.
1 look fcrward te his continued counsel.

Looking forward TO working with you cr benalf ot tne
cnxldren of America in the days anead, I remaln,

David Gray Ross

‘_‘Renpectfully,

—, - -

e

Deputy Director

CRC Note: The head of the Child Support Office is called the "Deputy Director.”
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Announcements

National Coalition of
Grandparents

The National Coalition of Grandparents, Inc..
will meet on Solomon’s Island. Maryland. May
19-22. For information, contact Ethel Dunn, 137
Larkm Street. Madizon, WT 53705, (608 288.
8751,

The Stepfamily Association
of America
The Stepfamily Association of America will hold
i< annual conference at Balivs in Las Vegas Juhy
17-20, 1994, Registration is $105 for the first
adult, 399 for the second adult, and $50 fin each

child. Add $15 for each adult non-member and
210 for each child of nen-members, Call 148001
735-0329 for additional information.

National Congress for
Men and Children (NCMC)

The National Congress for Men and Children
will hold its annual conference August 25-28 at
the Bradley Sheraton Hotel at the Bradley
Airport. in Windsor Locks. CT. Speakers will
include Warren Farrell, the author of the book
entitled “The Myth of Male Power.” For informa-
tion, call NCMC at 1-800-733-DADS or contact
George Kelbv, 14113 736-5697.
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Neutral Drop-0ffs
May Become
“Neutral”

A proposed amendment to the
Wellstone/Sabo bill has been devel-
oped by a coalition or child advocacy
organizations, including the
Children’s Rights Council, the
Children’s Rights Coalition thead-
quartered in Austin, Texas), and the
Supervised Visitation Network, an
organization representing 80 visita-
tion centers around the country.

The proposed amendment, which
would permit organizations other
than domestic violence shelters to
administer supervised visitation and
neutral drop-off and pick-up for chil-
dren, is being considered by a House
subcommittee headed by Congress-
man Major Owens (D-NY).

Senator Paul Wellstone (D-MN) -

sponsored a bill that would have
authorized $15 million over three
vears only to domestic violence shel-
ters to administer neutral drop-off
and pick-up of children and super-
vised visitation.

A bill with the same provisions

was introduced in the House of

Representatives by Rep. Martin
Sabo (D-W.

Child activists in
Washington worked
closely with Robert
Straus, a psycholo-
gist and lawyer in
Massachusetts,
who is the director
of the Supervised
Visitation Network,
to develop the amendment

Initially, the Washingicn activists
and the Network were working on
parallel tracks on Capitol Hill,
unaware of each other’s efforts to
convince members of Congress on
the need to amend the bill.

Finally, however. they became
aware of each other's similar inter-
ests, and joined forces. “Joining
forces increases the chance that the
amendment to the Wellstone/Sabo
bill will be adopted,” said CRC

President David L. Levy.

The crime bill passed by the Senate
last November included the Wellstone
provision, which authorized grants of
up to $30 million to domestic violence
shelters to administer supervised visi-
tation and neutral drop-off and pick-
up centers for children.

The Wellstone provision was sub-
ject to a hearing before Sen. Chris
Dodd’s Subcecmmittee on Children,
Family, Drugs and Alcoholism on
October 28, and tacked onto the
crime bill 11 days later (see
Congressional Record, Monday,
November 8, 1993, page S15242).

At the hearing, Dodd said that
non-custodial fathers were not the
only ones responsible for visitation
problems, and that there was more
to visitation problems than domestic
violence, but his words were not
reported in most media stories of the
hearing, and were not reflected in
the legislation.

The media reported that Sheila
Wellstone, the senator’s wife, was
the catalyst behind the bill. CRC and
Dick Woods, administrator of a
$300,000 federal access grant, part
of which is being spent to identify
and diagnose visitation problems,
were not allowed to testify at the
hearing, but they issued a statement
at the hearing. The statement said
that domestic violence shelters have
little or no experience in supervised
visitation or neutral drop-offs, and
that schools, day care centers or peo-
ple’s homes would be more “neutral”
places for children involved in such
programs than sites selected by
domestic violence shelters.

Funding Proposed for
Groups

The statement urged that the
many divorced parents’ support
groups across the country with expe-
rience in either supervised visitation
or neutral drop-off or pick-up be eli-
gible for funds for this purpose.

in the 1988 Family Support Act,
Congress authorized $2 million for
access/visitation demonstration
grants.

The state programs which
recceived this funding, and which

JU

have developed experience at han-
dling neutral drop-off and pick-up of
children would not be allowed to
qualify for the funding unless the
Wellstone/Sabo proposal is amended.

Write to your Senator or House
member, urging adoption of the
amendment by child activists to the
Wellstone/Sabo bill. It is important
that you send a copy of your letter to
CRC, so that we can emphasize your
support when we visit offices on
Capitol Hill.

Write to members of Congress as
follows:

Representative —

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Senator —

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Say that if the bill goes to confer-
ence committee, with a provision for
funding to include groups with expe-
rience in handling supervised visita-
tion, and neutral drop-off and pick-
up points, you want your Senator
and Representative to support the
broader funding.

IT LOOKS LIKE ANOTHER |
CREDIT CARD TO YOU, BUT
IT‘S A DONATION FOR US

Every time you use your CRC card, the
CRC receives a contribution at no extra
cost to you. In addition, here are some of
the valuable benefits you will enjoy:

* A special 15.9% variable Annual Per-
centage Rate (APR).t

* [ssued free of an annual fee the first
year, and just $40 for the Visa® Gold
card and $20 for the Visa® Classic
card each year thereafter.

APPLY .
TODAY! 1-800-847-7378, ext. 400

Please be sure to use this prionty code when
calling: LYRF

tTransaction fee for bank and ATM cash advances 2°- of
cach cash advance 52 minimum $25 Maximum MBNA
Amenica® 15 a lederally reqistered Service tark of MBNA
Amenca Bank N A Visa® (s a federally tegistered Service
Mark of Visa U S A Inc used pursuant to kcense
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress

We are including important bills
and resolutions in Congress affecting
families. A bill, unlike a resolution,
requires a state or person to do
something; a resolution expresses
the wishes of Congress, but does not
require action. H. or H.R. refers to
the House of Representatives; S.
refers to the Senate. The phone
number of the committee handling
the bill is provided below; you may
call to check on the status of legisla-
tion, or to express your views. It is
even more important to let your own
Representative and Senators know
your views. The capitol switchboard.
which can connect you with the
offices of all members of Congress
and committees, is (202) CA4-3121
(224-3121). This is a 24-hour switch-
board, that can provide you night
and day with names, addresses and
direct phone numbers of all mem-
bers of Congress, and even some-
times names of staff night and day.
During normal business hours on
weekdays, the switchboard can con-
nect you with any Congressional
office on Capitol Hill. You may also
wish to contact the
Congressmembers’ lncal branch
office in your district for information.

For the first time, we are report-
ing on the bills by subject matter; we
thank Paul Robinson for the sugges-
tion to categorize the bills this way
for ease of reference. (CRC’s com-
ments are in parentheses below).

As part of the Clinton Administra-
tion budget bill, passed by a narrow
margin in August. Congress
approved a child support provision
that sets up a hospital-based pro-
gram for the voluntary acknowledge-
ment of paternity during a period
immediately preceding or following
the birth of a child.

Although CRC favors paternity
establishment, whether or not a gen-
der-based custody system is created
will depend on the forms adopted by
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS). Laurie
Casey. CRC senior policy analyst,
has developed gender-balanced
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forms. Obtain a copy from Laurie at
P.O. Box 81, Moriah Center, NY
12961, phone (518) 942-3366. Send
$5 for postage and handling. Then
send the forms with a cover letter
urging their adoption to David Gray
Ross, Director, Office of Child
Support Enforcement, HHS, 370
L’Enfant Promenade, Washington,
D.C. 20201.

Financial Child Support

S. 689. the comprehensive "Bradley bill”
inamed for its primary sponsor. Sen. Bill
Bradley. D-NJ), which would require the states
to revoke professional. business, and drivers
licenses of parents who owe support. referred to
Senate Finance Committee (2021 224-4515.

See also H.R. 1600, sponsored by Rep.
Marge Roukema (R-NJ. (referred to Consumer
Credit and Insurance Subcommittee of House
Judiciary Committee (202) 225-8872 (see story
elsewhere in this newsletter).

S. 922 would authorize only the state
where the child is living to modifv a child sup-
port order. Introduced by Sen. Carol Moseley-
Braun «D-IL1. referred to Subcommittee on
Juvenile Justice of House Judiciary
Committee (2021 224-4933. A similar bill. S.
532. has been introduced by Sen. Pete
Domenici tR-NM). and referred to the same
sithcommittee.

8. 967. to provide for the Internal Revenue
Service to collect financial child support.
Introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (D-AL».
Referred to Senate Finance Committee (202)
224-4515.

H.R. 454, which affects jurisdiction for
child support cases, passed by the House,
being considered by the Senate. Discussed in
Summer/Fall 1993 “Speak Out for Children.”

H.R. 535. to ensure that any overdue child
support obligations are reported to consumer
credit agencies. Sponsored by Rep. Lynn
Woolsey (D-CAY,

H.R. 619, to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to assure the completeness and
accuracy of consumer information maintained
by credit reporting agencies. by including
debts owed in the form of unpaid child sup-
port by non-custodial parents. Introduced by
Rep. MceCandless (R-CA), referred to subcom-

mittee on Consumer Credit Service of

Committee on Banking, Finance and Urban
Affairs 12021 225-8872.

H.R. 913, would. i regard to child sup-
port, deny husiness and professional licenses
to obligors, provide for credit bureau report-
ing. Introduced by Rep. Patricia Schroeder ).
COL, referred to Subeommittee on Economic
and Commercial Law of House Judiciary
Comnuttee (2020 225-8051. (See H. Res. 23
helow)

H.R. 1961, similar to the Bradley bill to
revake occupational, professional and busi-
ness licenses, and revoke drivers’ licenses for
those who owe child support; would authorize
the IRS to collect child support. The bill would
also establish a National Child Support
Guidelines Commission; and provide for inter-
national child support enforcement.
Introduced by Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-CT).
referred to Committees on Ways and Means,
the Judiciary, Natural Resources, Banking,
Finance and Urban Affairs, Armed Services.
Foreign Affairs, Post Office and Civil Service,
and House Administration.

H.R. 1995, would amend the IRS code to
allow an exemption where a noncustodiai
parent provides over half of the support of the
child for a calendar year to claim such child as
a dependent. The bill was introduced by Rep.
Harold Volkmer (D-MO), and referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means (202, 255-
3625. (Current law gives the child exemption
to the custodial parent regardless of the par-
ents’ relative support contributions.

e N
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H.R. 2241, would provide for
the establishment of a commit-
tee to assist the Secretary of
Health and Human Services in
developing new criteria and
standards for audits of state

-4 child support programs. and
Mc Dermott require the Secretary to pro-
mulgate regulations to modify such audits to
emphasize program outcomes. Introduced by
Rep. Jim McDermott {D-WA), and referred to
Committee on Ways and Means (202) 225-
3625.(This bill would provide for accountabili-
ty of state child support programs).

=
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H.R. 2355, to require a parent who is
delinquent in child support to include his
unpaid obligation in gross income. and to
allow custodial parents a bad debt deduction
for unpaid child support payments.
Introduced by Rep. Cox, referred to the Ways
and Means Committee.

H.R. 2396, to increase access of state child
support enforcement agencies to certain finan-
cial information of non-custodial parents, and
to encourage states to improve their enforce-
ment of child support obligations. Introduced
by Rep. Olvmpia Snow, referred to Banking,
Finance and Urban Affairs Committee; and
Ways and Means Committee.

Access/Visitation

S. 870, the Wellstone bill, that would
authorize domestic violence shelters to han-
dle supervised visitation and neutral drop-off
and pick-up for children of divorce. Passed
as part of the Senate crime bill, see story on
page 7.

The House version, introduced by Rep.
Martin Sabo (D-MNy, is H.R. 2573 (referred
to the Committee on Education and Labor
and the Subcommittee on Seleet Education
and Civil Rights (202) 226-7532, headed by
Congressman Major Owens.
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Family Preservation

S. 561, Child and Family Services and
Law Enforcement Partnership Act. designed
to prevent community violence by facilitating
interaction between chitd and family service
organizations. law enforcement agencies. local
educational agencies, and other community
organizations, ways to help prevent violence,
and to provide services to those who have wit-
nessed violence. Sponsored by Sen. Chris
Dodd ¢D-CT). and passed by Senate as part of
the Crime bill. 8. 1607.

_ S. 596, the comprehensive
“Rockefeller bill”, named for its
primary sponsor. Sen. John J.

f Rockefeller, 1D-WV). This fam-
> ily preservatior and child pro-

o ‘ tection reform act would pro-
vide funds to provide services

Rockefeller  to help prevent abuse. neglect
and family disintegration: would tund inten-
sive family preservation programs designed to
help children at risk of foster care placement
remain with their families tncluding adoptive
families). Referred to Finance Committee

1202 224-4515.

H. Res. 23. to re-establish the Select
Committee on Childven, Youth and Families.
Introduced by Rep. Pat Schroeder (D-COb.
referred to the Committee on Rules, Most
committees in Congress are permanent com-
mittees. but several committees are “select”.
which means they have to be re-authorized
and re-funded by Congress every two years.
Last vear. Congress abolished four “select”
committees. including the Select Hunger
Committee, and the Select Committee on
Children, Youth and Families, contending
that permanent committees could do the work
of the sclect committees. (When she was chair-
man of the Select Committee on Children. Youth
and Families. Congresswoman Schroeder
wrote to various CRC supporters, saying that
it was important that children have two par-
ents, but she declined to hold any hearings on
this issue. and she has introduced a child sup-
port bill that only deals with financial child
support. not parenting. See H.R. 915 above).

H. Res. 236, deelares that

“whereas the eurrent break-

down of the traditional

American family is a major fac-

tor contributing to the rise of

eritue, teen pregnancy. educa-

tional failure, substance abuse,

Burton and suicide among our nation’s

vouth....tand) whereas it is in the interest of

society and government to adopt policies that

help families stay together by strengthening

and sustaining fathers and mothers in fulfill-

ing their parental roles,” organizations and

governmental hodies are urged to recognize

July 28, 1994 as Parents Day. Introduced by

Rep. Dan Burton (K-IN1 and passed by
Congress (CRC supported this Resolution).

H.R. 455, to amend Title 1V of the Social
Sceurity Act to remove the barriers and disin-
centives in the progran Hf AFDC (Aid to
FFamilies with Dependent Childreny that pre-
vent recipients of suceh aid from moving
toward self-sufticieney Introduced by Rep.

Tony Hall (D-OH), referred to Subcommittee
on Human Resources of Committee on Ways
and Means (2021 225-3625. This bill is expect-
ed to be incorporated into the forthcoming
Welfare Reform bill.

H.R. 520, the Link-Up for Learning Act,
would provide programs for at-risk youth,
with the goal of improving their cducational
performance. Sponsored by Lita Lowey «(D-CA)
12021 225-6506.

H.R. 741. to amend Title IV of ~

the Social Security Act to pro-

vide welfare families with the

education, training. job search.

and work experience to pre-

pare them to leave welfare

within two years, to authorize

Shaw states to conduct demonstr-

tion projects to test the effectiveness of poli-

cies designed to help people leave welfare and

increase their financial security. Introduced

hy Rep. Clay Shaw (R-FL), Human Resources

Subcommittee of House Wayvs and Means
12021 225-1025.

H.R. 1019. to provide grants to improve
the quality and availability of comprehensive
education, health and social services for at-
risk youth and their families, and for other
purposes. Introduced by Rep. Maxine Waters,
Committees on Education and Labor. and
Energy and Commerce.

H.R. 1800. to provide set-aside programs for
pregnant teenagers that include health care,
job training. mentor support and counselling
services. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene
Unsoeld (D-WA), referred to Elementary.
Secondary and Vocational Educational
Committee of Committee on Education and
Labor (2021 225-4368.

Tax Code

8. 154, to ensure that any peace dividend is
invested in America’s families and deficit reduc-
tion. Sec. 606A states “The Secretary of the
Treasury shall increase the personal exemption
for individuals as determined under section 151
of the IRS code of 1986..." Introduced by Sen.
Phil Gramm (R-TX), referred to Committee on
Budget «(202) 224-0642 and Committee on
Governmental Affairs (202) 2244751,

S. 434, to amend the IRS code to allow tax-
payers a bad debt deduction for unpaid child
support payments and to require the inclusion
in income of child support payments which a
taxpayer does nut pay—thus taxing the obligor
twice (The obligor already pavs tax on income
that should have been allocated for child sup-
port. and this bill would tax him or her again
for those portions not paid). Sponsored by Sen.
Dale Bumpers (D-AK), referred to Senate
Finance Comimittee (2021 224-4525.

H.R. 435, ta provide tax relief

for families. by providing an
additional $600 tax deduction
for a family for cach child
under age 19. No provision for
who would be eligible for this

increased deduction in eases of

divorce. Introduced by Rep.

Seiak OUt For CHULDREN

Frank Wolf (R-VA). referred to Committee on
Ways and Means (2021 225-3625.

S. 939. to amend the IRS code to simplify
the definition of dependent, to provide a uni-
form definition of child, and for other purpos-
es. Introduced by Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan (D-NY), referred to the Finance
Committee (202) 224-4515.

H.R. 773. the *Uniform Child Support
Enforeement Act of 1993" would amend the
IRS code and the Social Security Act to repeal
provisions relating to state enforcement of
financial child support and to require the IRS
to collect support through wage withholding.
Introduced by Rep. Hyde (R-IL), referred to
subcommittee on Human Resources (202) 225-
1025 of the House Judiciary Committee.

Domestic Violence

S.6. Sexual Assault Prevention Act of
1993, sponsored by Sen. Bob Dole, designed to
prevent and punish sexual violence and
domestic violence against women. This bill
was absorbed in part by S. 11, “The Biden
Bill.” the Violence Against Women Act, which
was unanimously approved by the Senate
Judiciary Committee. and was incorporated
into the $22 billion crime bili passed by the
Senate. Provides $1.8 billion to prevent and
punish sexual violence and domestic violence
against women, and to establish a national
task force on violence against women.

H.R. 522. to provide a grant tu a nonprofit
organization to establish and operate a
national domestic violence hotline. Sec. 2(2)
states that the hotline shall provide “victims
of domestic violence nceded access to
resources which will refer such victims and
their children to safe homes and shelters.”
Introduced by Rep. Constance Morella (R-
MD), and referred to Select Education and
Cwvil Rights Subcommittee (202) 226-7532.

Custody

S. 6. sponsered by Sen. Robert Dole (R-
KS:, and H.R. 688, sponsored by Rep. Susan
Molinari tR-NY). express the sense of
Congress that joint custody should not be
given to spouse abusers. Congress passed a
similar joint custody resolution several vears
ago sponsored by Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD)
tif Congress is going to enter the custody area,
traditionally reserved for the states, it should
recommend joint custody--shared parent-
ing—as a first option for fit parents. especially
as the Census Bureau reports that parents
with joint custody and visitation pay far more
in financial support than parents without
joint custody and visitation. Congress is
expected to consider strong financial support
legislation this vear. and so statistics on who
pays and why is important for Congress to
factor into its deliberatians).

S. 8. to control and prevent crime. Section
2262021 of the bills savs “joint custody forced
upon hostile parents can ercate a damaging

Continued on page 10
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Summary of Financial Child Support Bills

Four major child support bills
(mentioned above} are expected to
be considered by Congress as part
of welfare reform in the coming
months. The bills have been intro-
duced by Sen. Bradley (D-NJ).
along with a companion House bill
introduced by Rep. Marge Reukema
(R-NJ). Similar bills have been
introduced by Rep. Patricia
Schroeder (D-CO) and Barbara
Kennelly (D-CT). Bradley’s bill is S.
689, Roukema’s bill is H.R. 1600,
Schroeder’s bill is H.R. 915, and
Kennelly’s bill is H.R. 1961. The
following provisions cover the
range of provisions authorized by
various portions of those four bills.
Not all of these provisions are in all
four bills:

* require the states to establish
procedures for withholding profes-
sional or occupational licenses from
noncustodial parents who owe sup-
port:

* require the states to deny dri-
ver's licenses to parents who owe
support.

* authorize attachment by states
of bank accounts of obligor parents:

¢ authorize IRS assistance in
collection of support arrearages:

¢ authorize attachment of public
and private retirement funds;

¢ require the states to provide
criminal penalties for non-support:

¢ require the federal government
to fund child support assurance
demonstration projects, under
which the government would pro-
vide a minimum assistance to a
custodial parent and child if suffi-
cient support is not being paid; the
government would still attempt to
collect the support.

* require support to continue
until the age of 18 or until a child
graduates from a secondary school:

* require the states to give
courts discretionary power to order
child support up to age 22 if a child
attends a college or vocational
school:

¢ require social security num-
bers on marriage licenses and child

10 SPEAK OUT For CHILDRYEN

support orders;

¢ alluw state child support agen-
cies to access and use credit report-
ing agencies;

¢ establish laws which provide
for a rebuttable presumption that
the choice made by the obligee of
heaith care insurance for the chil-
dren is appropriate;

¢ tighten parental establishment
procedures at hospitals;

* establish a “National Child
Support Guidelines Commission”™;

¢ expand the Parent Locator
System to include visitation orders.
At present, the Parent Locator
System can only be used to find the
location of parents who owe finan-
cial child support, and in parental
kidnapping cases.

The bill implements many of the
recommendations of the Interstate
Child Support Commission’s report
which was issued in 1992.

For information on the commit-
tees handling these bills see page 8.

Spring 1994

CRC’s View

CRC has decided to oppose these
bills, following consultation with
our state chapter coordinators.
because increased government reg-
ulation of only the financial child
support aspects are worsening the
problem for children.

CRC’s position is based partly on
the following:

* “From a federal budget per-
spective, Child Support Enforce-
ment is an expensive disappoint-
ment,” says a report issued in June,
1992 by Republican House mem-
bers E. Clay Shaw, Nancy L.
Johnson and Fred Grandy.

¢ A report provided by the Gen-
eral Accounting Office at the

Bills & Resolutions
Continued from page 9

ps  alogical environment for a child.” while
Sece an 2262050 says "It is the sense of the
Congress that. for the purpose of determining
child custody. evidence establishing that a
parent engages in physical abuse of a spouse
should create a statutory presumption that it
is detrimental to the child t be placed in the
custody of the abusive spouse.” Introduced by
Sen. Orrin Hateh (R-UTH, referred to
Judiciary Committee (2021 22.4-5225.

H.R. 688, sinmlar to 8. 8 wabover,
Introduced by Rep. Susan Mohnari tR-NY,
veferred to the subcommittee an Crime and
Criminal Justice of House Judiciary
Committee 12020 226-24086.

request of Congresswomen Marge
Roukema and Barbara Kennelly
and Senator Bill Bradley, released
January 9, 1992 stated that 66 per-
cent of mothers with a child sup-
port award who did not receive pay-
ment from the fathers say it is
because the fathers were unable to
pay. This data is not reflected in
the legislation.

“The bills proposed by Congress
are a band-aid approach to treating
the symptoms rather than the
cause of problems in our nation,”
said Elliott H. Diamond, a co-
founder of CRC. “The cause is the
lack of government encouragement
of the two parent family.”

In Need of Legal Help?

If your case is on appeal. and
involves a broad legal principle (such
as joint custody/shared parenting,
parental kidnapping, or the fairness
of sume domestic relations law or pro-
cedure), CRC may be able to file an
amicus curiae (Friend of the Court)
brief. as we have done in other state
appeal court cases.

Attorneys for CRC are interested
in handling these cases on a reason-
able fee basis. As mentioned above,

we can only consider cases on appeal,
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Insurance and College Funds
for Your Child

CRC has long worked for public
policy and legal changes to ensure
emotional and financial support for
children. Two aspects of financial
support that can help children are
health insurance and college educa-
tion money.

Health Insurance

CRC wrote several months ago to
Hillary Rodham Clinton's health
panel, to discuss the difficulty that
some parents have in obtaining
health insurance for themselves and
their children after divorce. We
pointed out that if a person has
reduced assets, it may be more diffi-
cult to afford insurance. And there
are some companies that will not
carry health insurance for the child
only—they will require an adult to
be on the policy.

CRC urged the Clinton Admin-
istration to find ways to expand the
health insurance options for children
of divorce and unwed parents. The
Clinton health plan, which is sup-
posed to make health insurance
available for everyone, is currently
being debated in Congress. Alterna-
tive proposals to the Clinton plan
have also been introduced in Congress.

Aside from whatever Congress
may approve, CRC is applying to a
major insurance carrier to provide an
opportunity for CRC memb- rs to
secure individual major medic 1l cov-
crage through local agents for them-
selves and their children—or such
insurance just for their children.

David Dinn. CRC's Indiana coor-
dinator, is working on this project.
and we expect news in the next
newsletter on who you can contact to
obtain coverage.

College Education

CRC’s book “The Best Parent is
Both Parents” states (on page 92)
that “A closely involved parent will
want to support a child through col-

lege or provide other stepping stones
to adulthood that meet that child’s
needs. Encouraging this involve-
ment will succeed better than oblig-
ating divorced parents beyond the
level that parents are obligated in
intact marriages.”

In addition to encouraging such
frequent and continuing contact
between a child and both parents, we
wish to share information about an
insurance plan we are making avail-
able to CRC supporters that can help
pay for vour child’s college education.

The plan involves purchasing a
whole life policy on your child, which
is different from taking out life insur-
ance on yourself so as to provide for
your child in the event of your death.

A parent, as policy owner for the
policy on the child, is responsible for
the premium payments and designa-
tion of the beneficiaries. The parent
is also responsible for the use and
stewardship of the cash value as it
accumulates tax-deferred over time
in the policy.

The cash value can be used for any
major expense, including college edu-
cation, as the parent so determines.
Even if the child is a teen when the
policy is taken out, it is possible to
use cash value (in the form of a loan)
to pay the parent back for the cost of
the child’s education.

The cash value can also be bor-
rowed to provide for anything else
the parent believes appropriate in his
or her capacity as the policy owner.

Whole life, which parents can use
as a form of “forced savings,” features
level payments which never increase
over time. Any dividends can be used
to purchase more insurance, and the
cash value may be withdrawn tax-
free (technically as a loan on the poli-
cy) for any use.

When the child is an adult, par-
ents often transfer ownership of the
policy to the child at the same annual
premium. The child can maintain the
policy until his/her retirement and
the cash value once again accumu-
lates to contribute to the child’s
retirement.

Continued on page 13

In connection with college, non-
custodial parents are generally a
step removed from the day-to-day
lives of their children, often do not
know what is happening in school.
and are often not included in
child/parent/teacher events at
school.

Non-custodial parents should
request that thev be informed

school events, mailing of report
cards. ete. Sending a supply of self-
addressed envelopes to the school
can help with this process.

Federal law tcalled FERPA—the
Family Education Rights and
Privacy Act) requires that non-eus-
todial parents be provided with
their child's school record. If vour

school balks at providing vou with

FERPA and Research

equally with the custodial parent of

vour child’s school record, contact
the Family Policy Compliance Office,
U.S. Department of Education, 400
Maryland Avenue S.W., Washington,
D.C. 20202-4605, phone (202) 732-
1807. Compliance office officials will
contact the school to let them know of
federal requirements.

If your child plans to attend col-
lege. students should take the PSAT
in their junior year of high school, to
be considered for merit scholar-
ships. College source books should
be consulted starting in the junior
year, also. Waiting until the senior
vear of high school may mean that
certean scholarships and other fund-
ing source deadlines have passed,
although most funding sources
deadlines are not until the last half
of the senior year in high schoool.

J4
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Mrs. Clinton

Hillary Rodham
Clinton has sent
CRC a letter say-
ing that she has
added “The Best
Parent is Both )

Parents” to her gy, podham Clinton
personal library.

“What a difference it would make
if more children had the benefit of
two loving parents to nurture and
guide them!” Ms. Clinton said in the
letter, reproduced below.

“We are delighted to receive Mrs.
Clinton’s endorsement,” said David
L. Levy, the editor of the book, “and
would be grateful for policy-making
follow-through.”

The 157-page book, ISBN 1-
878901-56-7, contains contributions
from CRC writers and researchers,
and is designed to help individuals
and professionals with useful infor-
mation on shared parenting,
access/visitation, and financial child
support.

The book contains a substantial
number of references to research

Inside CRC

that can be used in working out an
agreement with a separating spouse,
or if legal proceedings develop.

Although you can order individual
copies of the book from CRC or from
the publisher, we prefer that you ask
your favorite bookstore to order
copies. Bookstores will generally
order 5 or 10 copies if you honestly
tell them that you are a supporter of
CRC. Bookstores like this “tie-in"—it
shows them that the book is support-
ed in the local community. The retail
price of the book is $9.95.

Copies on the shelves will be seen
by other people who browse the
bookstore, and thus increase sales.
Information about CRC, as well as
the names, addresses and phone
numbers of CRC chapters are listed
in the back of the book. The names of
CRC advisors are also provided.

Intellectual Property
Services

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained
trademark protection for CRC, is a
specialist in trademark, patent,
copyright, and licensing law. He is

THE WHITE HOUSE

December 2, 1993

David L. Levy, Esquire
President

Children’s Rights Council
Suite 230

220 Eye Street, Northeast
Washington, D C 20002

Dear David:

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in providing me a copy of
your book, The Best Parent is Both Parents. I do appreciate having
this volume for my personal library. What a difference it would
make if more children had the benefit of two loving parents to

nurture and guide them!

With best regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

I la,

Hillary Rodh:}'n Clinton
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now a partner in the newly-
revamped law firm of Ohlandt,
Greeley and Ruggiero, 1 Landmark
Square, Suite 903, Stamford, CT.
06901, telephone (203) 327-6067.

Investment Accounts

Barry Ringelheim, a CRC mem-
ber, an investment counselor with
the Barney Shearson and Lehman
investment firm, will invest your
contribution to CRC in a money mar-
ket account, and also advise you on
your personal investment needs.
Barry can be reached in New York
City at 1-800-635-0013.

Psychologist Available for
Expert Testimony

Dr. Israel Lichtenstein, Ed.D.,
licensed clinical psychologist,
researcher and CRC member, haxs
published materials on joint custody,
and has appeared in many court
cases as an expert witness on joint
custody. He helped write the Ohio
joint custody bill (Senate bill 3) that
allows judges to award joint custody
over the objections of a parent. He
may be reached at Marriage and
Divorce Counseling Center, 2100
Auburn Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45219,
phone (513) 651-9994.

Computer Technology
Services

Steve Chan, who has helped CRC
with its computer system, is knowl-
edgeable in cormaputer technology.
and has also served as an expert wit-
ness in computer procurement cases
on the federal level. Mr. Chan is at
Uniprime Systems, Inc., P.O.Box
3247, Baltimore, MD. 21228, phone
(410) 747-7510.

Doris Jonas Freed Dies

Longtime CRC Advisor Doris
Jonas Freed died on July 30, 1993.
Freed, who was 91, had been co-
chair of the New York State Bar

Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12

Association Family Law Section’s
Custody Committee. She was also a
well-known writer on domestic rela-
tions issues.

Charity Drive Thank You

CRC again thanks everyone who
designated CRC (number 1513) in the
nationwide federal government chari-
ty drive last Fall. Those funds help
maintain CRC throughout the year.
Thank you.

Volunteers, Materials,
Services Needed

CRC needs an executive officer in
its Washington, D.C. office. The execu-
tive officer would help to shape CRC
policy, answer replies, and manage
the CRC office. Someone would need
to spend at least one or two days a
week at the CRC office, although this
time could be flexible to work around
a person’s schedule.

CRC also needs more help on
Capitol Hill. We need people who can
spend an hour, a morning, a few lunch
hours visiting Congressional offices,
explaining CRC’s position on bills,
proposing amendments, and monitor-
ing legislation. Also, are you interest-
ed in filing or clerical work or filling
book orders, evenings, weekends or
during the day.

We also need help with public rela-
tions, fund-raising, membership
development, tax issues affecting the
family, research and writing—in
Washington, and in our chapters
around the country. If you are inter-
ested, please contact CRC, or one of
the chapters.

Or, if you are a-CRC member,
would you like to start a CRC chapter
in your state? If so, write to Eric
Anderson. CRC chapter coordinator,
at 12103 Scribe Drive, Austin, Texas,
78759. Enclose $10.00 for photocopy-
ing and postage of CRC’s 37 page
booklet on chapter development. If
vou can donate materials to CRC,
such as computers, typewriters, fax
machines, or telephones, we can use
them at our national office in
Washington, D.C. or give them to our

chapters around the country. And you
can obtain a tax deduction for your
contribution.

If you know of an accounting firm
that does audits for non-profit groups,
and the firm would consider doing an
annual audit for CRC pro bono or at a
reduced rate, please let us know. We
currently pay a substantial amount of
money for our annual audit and IRS
Form 990.

Media Appearances

Within the past few months, CRC
representatives have appeared on
WGY in Troy (Albany) New York, and
twice on Sonia Live (CNN). We have
contributed to articles that appeared
in the Houston Chronicle, the New
York Daily News, and USA Today.
CRC was mentioned in the Washing-
ton Post March 11 (page 3) on
Kimberly Mays’s decision in Florida to
move back with her biological parents.
Kimberly, 15, who was switched as a
baby at birth, won the right to contin-
ue living with the parents who raised
her, and to sever her relationship with
her biological parents. The biological
parents did not know of the switch
until after the baby they raised had
died at age 9. CRC was quoted as say-
ing that Kimberly’s move back with
her biological parents whom she had
denounced at the trial, shows that
children do not need win-lose battles
in court in which parental rights are
severed unnecessarily. Kimberly
worked out her own plan which was
contrary to the court’s decision.

Nationally syndicated columnist
Suzanne Fields mentioned CRC in a
column on March 3.

College Funds

Continued from page 11

Ted Knight, an agent with the
New York Life Insurance Company,
who has worked with parents and
grandparents to help secure the
financial futures of their children and
grandchildren, is offering this pro-
gram to CRC supporters.

Mr. Knight may be reached at
New York Life Insurance Company,
5109 Leesburg Pike, Suite 900, Falls
Church, VA 22041 or by calling 703-
532-2210.

Some CRC members have already
taken out such whole life policies for
their children.

Both the health insurance and
whole life opportunities are being
developed as benefits to membership
in CRC. Both insurance offerings
have been endorsed by the CRC
Steering Committee (state coordina-
tors of CRC).
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Relocation Barred in Joint
Custody

A trial court properly applied the
“best interests of the child” standard
in refusing to grant a divorced moth-
er’s permission to relocate her two
children to another state and trans-
ferring the children’s “primary resi-
dence” to the father’s home. The
mother appealed and won in the inter-
mediate court, but the Supreme Court
said that although Minnesota state
case law favors granting a custodial
parent’s request to relocate with his or
her children, that case law was inap-
propriate here, where the father and
mother labeled their agreement as
one of joint legal and physical custody.
Primary physical care with one parent
is not inconsistent with joint custody,
the court held.

Ayers v. Ayers (Katz); Minn.
SupCt, No. C1-92-997, 11/19/93).

Relocation Would Make
Weekly Visitation Difficult

The best interest of the child stan-
dard alone is inadequate to resolve a
dispute where a custodial parent
seeks to relocate with his or her child
over the objections of the other par-
ent, the Arkansas Court of Appeals
has decided. For these disputes, the
court decided to follow the procedure
set by the New Jersey Superior Court
in D’Onofrio v. D'Onofrio, 365 A.2d
27, 3 FLR 2004 (1976), which several
other states have adopted. The court
explained that pursuant to D’Onoftio,
where the custodial parent seeks to
relocate with the child to a place so
distant as to make weekly visitation
with the other parent impossible or
impractical and the other parent
objects to the move, the custodial par-
ent must show that some real advan-
tage will result to the new family unit
from the move. The trial court, it con-
tinued, should then consider such fac-
tors as: the likelihood that the custo-
dial parent will comply with future
visitation orders; ard whether revised
visitation will adequately preserve
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Court Cases

the non-custodial parent’s relation-
ship with the child.

Staab v. Hurst, Ark CtApp (en
banc). No. CA 93-442 (2/29/94).

Education and Joint Custody

A trial court “clearly erred” in hold-
ing that when divorced parents with
joint custody cannot agree on their
child’s education, the decision is up to
the parent with primary physical cus-
tody, the Michigan Court of Appeals
has ruled. If the parents cannot agree
(in this case, whether the child should
enroll in the school’s talented and gift-
ed program), the court has a “duty” to
determine the issue in the child’s best
interest, the appeals court ruled.

Lombardo v. Lombardo, Mich
Ct.App, No. 145361 (10/18/93,
released 12/2/93).

Attempted Murder Means
No Alimony

A woman’s attempt to have her ex-
husband murdered (he was also the
father of their child) is a relevant fac-
tor in denying her alimony, the
Wisconsin Court of Appeals has held.
The trial court properly denied a
divorced woman’s request for mainte-
nance from her ex-husband based on
the fact that she had pleaded guilty to
soliciting a third party to kill him
after their divorce was granted, the
appeals court ruled.

Brabec v. Brabec, Wis CtApp
3dDist. No. 93-0588 (12/21/93).

Religious Issues

A divorce court erred in accepting
a rabbinical court’s decision as the
basis for its award of custody of an
Orthodox Jewish couple’s children
without first exercising its indepen-
dent judgment as to whether the chil-
dren’s best interests were met by the
ruling. the Maryland Court of Special
Appeals held.

Kovacs v. Kovacs, MD CtSpecApp.
No. 60/SeptTerm 1993 (12/1/93).

But in New York, a provision of a
temporary order requiring a divorcing

Jy

father to take his two children to a
Catholic mass on those alternating
weekends when he has visitation
with them is not improper, a New
York appeals court has ruled. The
court reasoned that the order did not
impermissibly interfere with the
father’s own religious practices, and
found no indication that the provision
is contrary to the children’s best
interests.

Colley v. Colley, NY AppDiv 3d
Dept. No. 67663 (1/13/94).

Directory of
Organizations
Available

Copies of CRC’s “Parenting Inter-
national Directory,” the fifth edition of
its directory, is available in hard copy.
(updated annualily) and on IBM 5 1/4”
and 3 1/2” disks (updated semi-annu-
ally). The cost is $12.00 for either for-
mat for CRC members, and $15.00 for
non-members.

The directory features:

+ a state by state listing, in zip code
order, of parenting groups within a
state;

* a special section that lists national
organizations involved in parenting
issues;

» a list of abbreviations of terms used
in the directory.

Because CRC does a great deal of
networking, and constantly updates its
data base, the directory can be relied on
for accuracy.

The directory can be a valuable
resource in making refervals around the
country to and from your organization.

Order your copy of the Fifth Edition
now from CRC.

Change of Address

To keep newsletters and other materi-
als coming, please notify CRC three
weeks in advance of any address
change. Send old and new address to
CRC, 220 “I” Street N.E.. #2130
Washington, D.C. 20002.




Better Child Support Data Scught

In order to obtain
better data on child
support, CRC has
recommended that
the Office of Child
Support Enforce-
ment (OCSE) ob- 2
tain better data. -~
Right now, the U.S. John Siegmund
Census Bureau (which is funded by
HHS) only asks custodial mothers
what they receive in child support. It
does not ask custodial fathers what
they receive, nor does it ask non-cus-
todial parents (mothers and fathers)
what they pay.

CRC’s recommendations were pre-
pared in response to a comment in
the Federal Register, Vol. 59, No. 1,
January 2, 1994 (OM No.: 0992-
0272), in which the government
asked for comments on data collection
for child support.

The CRC response, prepared by
CRC Senior Policy Analyst John
Siegmund. Esquire, noted that the
Survey of Absent Parents (1988) by
Freya L. Sonenstein and Charles
Calhoon of the Urban Institute,
showed that fathers in Florida and
Ohio were reporting paying up to 40%
muore in support than mothers report-
ed receiving.

The Urban Institute had been
authorized by HHS to study fathers’
payment patterns in all 50 states, but
after the pilot study was released,
HHS cancelled the balance of the
study for the 48 other states. A high
official in HHS. protested the cancel-
lation of the study in a memo tc
Wayne Stanton, who was then
Secretary of the Office of Chiid
Support Enforcement: but the bal-
ance of the study was cancelled
nonetheless.

The CRC comment also ouoted
researchers Sanford L. Brav~, Pamela
J. Fitzpatrick and R. Curtis Bay in
Family Relations. April 1991, as stat-
ing that “There is reason to suspect
that (custodial parents) might well
underreport child support received.”

This observation is shared hy other
child support rescarchers across the

country.

CRC’s ¢« mment also satd HHS
should seek data on the relationship
between regular visitation and sup-
port compliance. A Congressional
mandate for this inquiry in the 1984
Child Support amendments (P.L.. 98-
378) stated:

“The Congress finds that....related
domestic issues, such as visitation
rights and child custody, are often
inextricably intertwined with the
child support problems and have
received inadequate attention.”

There is no word yet on whether
HHS will change the methodology by
which it obtains child support data,
“bu. we hope for the best,” said
Siegmund.

Access and
Custody
Agreements
Recommended

In response to a
Congressional
requirement in leg-
islation passed last
summer that hos-
pitals must estab- §
lish paternity of .
children whenever
possible, the U.S.
Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS)
is prepaiing regulations for the
states to carry out this federal
requirement.

CRC proposed a 3-part form, by
which hospitals would not only have
parents acknowledge their parent-
age, but the parents would also have
an opportunity to enter into custody
and access (visitation) agreements
with each other.

Laurie Casey

Jb
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The term parentage rather than
paternity was recommended by CRC
because it is gender-neutral, and
would emphasize that both mothers
and fathers have equal responsibility
for the child.

The custody section of the pro-
posed form would allow parents to
check off what type of custody
arrangement they would like, e.g.
sole legal custody, joint legal custody
or joint physical custody.

The access/visitation form would
allow the parents to agree on an
access/visitation schedule for the
child.

“When you acknowledge parent-
age, it should be more than financial
support,” said Laurie Casey, CRC
Senior Policy Analyst, Moriah
Center, New York, who conceived of
and drew up the three-part form.
“By allowing parents of new-born
children at hospitals to consider the
three-part form, we would be
acknowledging that parentage is
both emotional and financial.”

Right now, hospitals generally
only ask for an acknowledgment of
paternity—which many fathers
interpret as solely money-oriented.

“Poor people aren’t stupid, they're
just poor. They will quickly catch on
that the only reason the government
wants them to acknowledgement
paternity is for collection of child
support. A much more successful
approach would be to link rights
with responsibilities. Rights include
being a parent to your child,” said
Ron Henry, Esquire, a member of
the American Law Institute’s
Committee on Child Support.

HHS officials expect that some
type of acknowledgement of custody
and access rights will be included in
the federal regulations, although
they are not certain of the exact
wording.

“If the federal regulations recom-
mend such a three-part form—even
if it doesn’t require hospitals to
adopt it. that will give child advo-
cates in the states something to
shoot for,” said Casey.
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Chapter News

Virginia
Visitation Bill Passes

Interference with visitation is a
misdemeanor punishable by a fine
under a new law passed by the
Virginia legislature and signed by
Governor George Allen in 1994,

The bill, which becomes part of
Vivginia code 18.2-49.1B when it
taies effect July 1, 1994, says that
“Any person who knowingly, wrong-
fully, and intentionally engages in
conduct which violates in a clear and
significant manner an order regard-
ing the custody or visitation of a
minor child” shall be guilty of a class
4 misdemeanor ($250 fine). The sec-
ond offense within 12 months of the
first offense would be a Class 3 mis-
demeanor ($500) fine. A third viola-
tion within 24 months of the first
violation would e a Class 2 misde-
meanor ($1,000 fine, and the possi-
bility of a jail sentence).

Three other bills became law in
Virginia last year. They state that:

* intentional interference with
visitation is grounds for a change in
custody (Sec. 20-108 of the Code);

* in awarding sole custody. a
judge shall consider the propensity
of the parent to encourage an ongo-
ing and continuous relationship
between the child and the other par-
ent (known as a “friendly parent”
provision):

* every court order on visitation
shall require that notification of relo-
cation of the child’s residence must
be given to the court and to the other
parent 30 days prior to the move.

The Children’s Rights Coalition of
Virginia played a major role in advo-
cacy for most of the above legisla-
tion. The Children’s Rights Council
of Virginia, a major player in the
Coalition, is headed by Cindy Lewis
Ewing, CRC’s Virginia coordinator,
who was assisted by Stuart Miller,
assistant state coordinator. Many
members of CRC of Virginia and the
Coalition deserve credit for their
efforts.
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New Jersey
TV Show Protest

After a TV program on NBC news
that depicted a father as a financial
child support deadbeat, the father
and his company’s accountant
showed up at a meeting of the New
Jersey Council for Children’s Rights
(NJCCR) to state that the father had
fully paid his child support. The
father is Steve Cacchiola, and the
NBC program aired in the tri-state
area (New Jersey, New York and
Connecticut) twice in early
February, according to Richard
Martin, president of the NJCCR.

The NJCCR then protested to
NBC News, and in response,
received a phone call from Diane
Durney at NBC News, saying NBC
had received 50 angry phone calls
regarding the program. Ms. Durney
indicated she would feature a piece
on the other side of the story, said
Martin, but Ms. Durney has not yet
followed-through with such a story.

The other side would presumably
allow air time for non-payors, as well
as critics of the current systein, who
contend that the child suppoit sys-
tem as it currently operates doesn’t
produce absent non-custodial par-
ents so much as it produces forced-
away non-custodial parents.

NJCCR is asking people to boy-
cott five advertisers that regularly
appear on the Ralph Penza show,
where the segment on the deadbeat
father appeared.

The advertisers are MCI, Alamo
Car Rentals, Honda Acura, Cadillac,
and Visa Gold. For more informa-
tion, contact Richard Martin, at
NJCCR, 908-781-6333 (eves) or 908-
957-2158 (days).

CRC New Catalog of Resources, list-
ing 175 books, reports, audio &
video cassettes plus gifts for chil-
dren is now available. A FREE copy
is being mailed to all CRC members.
Additional copies are $1 for mem-
bers and $2 for non-members.
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New Chapter Forms
in North Carolina

CRC has branch-
ed out into another
state—North
Carolina. Our new
state coordinator
there is Angie
Lapish, a mother of
two boys, Brandon,
7, and Travis, 5.

Lapish Lapish is supposed
to have 50/50 physical joint cus-
tody, but is suffering access inter-
ference from the father. Angie lives
in Statesville, about 45 minutes
north of Charlotte, where her CRC
efforts have been mentioned on two
local radio stations and two area
newspapers. Her husband Dana is
helping to organize the group.

CRC chapters have also been
formed in New York City and
Roanoke, Virginia. The head of the
new CRC of Roanoke Valley,
Virginia is Barry Young, a non-cus-
todial parent of 6-year-old Megan.
His CRC efforts are assisted by ¥'s
new wife Lynn, who has a 4-year -old
son, Nick, from a previous marriage.
Lynn and her former spouse have
shared physical custody of Nick,
which came about as the result of a
suggestion from Barry Young.

CRC thanks Cindy Lewis Ewing
and Michael Ewing of CRC of
Tidewater, VA chapter for helping
to get both the North Carolina and
Roanoke chapters started.

CRC has new state coordinators
in California and Colorado. The
new CRC coordinator in Colorado is
Laurie Entrekin, a critical-care
nurse in Presbyterian Health One
Hospital in Denver. Laurie’s hus-
band Mark Entrekin, who attended
CRC’s 1993 conference, is assisting.

The New York City chapter is
headed by Serge Prengel, who was
born in Casablanca, Morocco, and
who has lived in the U.S. for 20
years. New York state coordinator
Kim Boedecker-Frey is helping to
get the New York City chapter
started.
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Chapters exist in 26 states

If you live in a state where there is
a CRC chapter, we urge you to join
the chapter. In this way, you will be
networking with a chapter and
national CRC to reform custody law
and attitudes around the country. By

becoming a member of the chapter,
you also become a member of nation-
al CRC.

If you would like to learn if a chap-
ter is forming in your state, write or
call CRC. If you would like to form a

chapter in your own state or commu-
nity, write to Eric Anderson, address
below, and enclose $10.00 for photo-
copying and postage.

This 37-page booklet explains
everything you want to know about
affiliation.

Note: CRC’s name is protected by
federal trademark law.

National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters

National Affiliate

Patricia Gehler. state coordinator
CRC of California Solano Chapter

Kansas/Missouri
CRC of KanzasMissouri

823 Bristol Drive
Statesville, NC 28677

Organizations

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC)
P.O Box 274158

Houston, TX 77227-7415

phone (713) 840-1626

Jennifer Isham, president

Joint membership in MW OC and CR(:
$35.00 a vear

Grandparents United for Children's
Rights (GUCR)

137 Larkin Street

Madison, WI 53705

phone (6808 238-8751

Ethel Dunn. executive director

Joint membership in GUCR and CRC:

$35.00 a yvear.

Stepfamily Association of Ameriea
(SAA)

215 Centennial Mall South. Suite 212

Lincoln, NE 68505

402 477-7837

14800 1 735-0329

Kevin Ricker. president

Joint membership in SAA annd CRC-

$35.00 for the first vear

Write to any of the above groups, say you
would like an affiliate membership with
CRC. and enclose a chevk.

Publication Affiliate:

Kids Express

Post Office Box 782

Littleton, "0 BO160-0782

Linda Sartori, publisher

Subscription: $20.00 a year Mention
that you are a supporter of CRC.

CR Chapters
Alabama

CRC of Alabama

PO Box 750

Montruse, AL 363559
E.D. Wilson. coordmator
12051 92841161

Alaska

Alaska Dads and Mom-

2225 Arctie Boulevard, Ste 3038
Anchorage, AK 99503

19071 274-7308

Gary Maxwell, state eoordinator

Alaska Fanuly Suppart Group
PO Bax 111691

Anchorage. AK 9951116841
IR E B Bt

Jun Arnesen, president

California

CRC of Cahfornia
Sacrmento chapter

I’ O) Box 60811
Sacriamento, CA U5860
19164 G35-2500

206 Arbor Street
Vacaville. CA 95688
t7071451-4611

Robin DeRenzi. chair

Colorado

CRC of Colorado
P.O. Box 28008+
Lakewood. CO 80228
13031 980-6903

Diane Entrekin. state coordinator

Delaware

CRC of Delaware

P.O. Box 182

Bethel. DE 19931
1302:875-7353

Bill Barrell, coordinator
13021734-8522

James Morning. president

Florida

CRC of Florida

1395 Shore Drive
Ellenton, F1L 34222
(B13: 722.8688

Kris Khine, coordinator

CRC of Florida,

southern Florida chapter
il3 W. Tara Lakes Drive
Bovnton Beach. F1. 33436
0T 395-5512
Piotr Blass, chair

Georgia

CRC of Georma

P.O. Box 70486
Marietta, GA 30007.0486
1001928-7110

Sonny Burmerster. coordinater

Nlinois

CRC of 1flinois

P.0). Box 786

Pekin, 11 61555-0786
1304 697-3235

Ann Danner, coordinator

Indiana

CRC of Indiana

2625 N. Mendian, Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN 46208
131710 925-5433

David Dinn. eoordmataor

lowa

CRC of lowa

Fathers for Equal Rights. Ine.
3623 Douglas Avenue

Des Momes, 1A 50:10

D1 2TT-RTRY

ek Woads, coordmator

Professionals Serving

Custochal and Non-Custodial Parents

AR 2639511
Erie Borseth, J D

5516 Mission Road
Fairway, KS 66205-2721
19131 831-0190

Roger Doeren, coordinator

Kentucky

CRC of Kentucky
1645 Robin Road
Owensboro, KY 42301
15021 684-6100

Tracy Cox. coordinater

Marylend

CRC of Maryland

417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring. MD 20910
13011 588-0262

Harvey Walden, coordinator

Massachusetts

Sheila Sands, coordinator 4131 737-4900
Concerned Fathers of Massachusetts. Inc.
P.O. Box 2768

Springfield. MA 01101-2768
1413)736-7432

George Kelly. president

Michigan

CRC of Michigan

CO CRC

220 1 Street. N.E., Suite 230
Washington, D) C. 20002
12021 547-6227

Minnesota

CRC of Minnesota

5905 Chateau Road N.W
Rochester. MN 55901

(5071 289-6221

Bruce Kaskubar, coordinator

Missouri - See Kunsas Missourt

New Jersey

New Jersey Council for Children's Rights
NJCCRy '

P.Q). Box 615

Wayne, NoJ 07470-0615

12011 694-9323

Richavd Martin, president

New York

CRC of New York

231 Main Street, Smte ]

Vestal, NY 13805

16071 TRE-9338

Kimy Boedecker-Frey, coordinator

CRC of New York Cuy

1°.0. Box 7749

FDR Station

New York, NY 10068

V212 43 1-6046 or 12121 684-4077
Serge Mrengel. president

North Carolina
CRC of North Carolina

RIC
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17041 871-0033
Angie Lapish. state coordinator

Ohio

CRC of Ohio

2745 Sagamore Road

Toledo, OH 43606

14191 472-1471

Margaret Wuwert. coordinator

Pennsylvania

CRC of Pennsvlvania

188 Seminole Avenue
Pittsburgh. PA 15237
1412)364-6916

Kathryn Gibson, coordinator

Texas

Texas Children's Rights Coalition
P.O. Box 12961

Capitol Station

Austin, TX 78711

1512, 499-8CRC

Eric Anderson, state coordinator and
nation-wide chapter coordinator

Tennessee

CRC of Tennessee

5014 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 37209
16151952-2498

David Courson, coordinator

Vermont

Vermonters for Strong Fainilies
RR 1, Box 267A1

Heartland, VT 05048

(8021 436-3089

Fred Tubbs, state voordinator

Virginia

CRC of Virginia, Tidewater chapter
P.O. Box 13465,

Chesapeake, VA 23325

1R041 463-KIDS

Michael Ewing, president

Cindy Lewis Ewing, state coordinator

CRC of Virginia, Richmond chapter
84935 Patterson Avenue

Richmond. VA 2:3229

(8041 740-9889

Murray Steinberg, president

Fathers United for Equal Rights and
Women's Coalition

P.O. Box 11323

Arlington, V' \ 22210-1323

(703 40 1-8580

Paul Robinson, president

CRC of Virginia, Roanuke Valley chapter
433 Howard Dy

Salem, VA 2415,

(7031 382.01H0

Barry Young, Presider.t
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Thank You, Supporters!

We wish to thank those who have joined. renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC
from October 1, 1993 through December 31, 1993 * Denotes life member of CRC (financial contribution totaling $500 or more).
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Main Library-Tucson Pima Library
Massachusetts Cathulie Conference

NCMC Michigan Chapter
Partners in Psychiatry Ld
Virginia L. Franks Library
Jed Abraham
Eddie Adams
Randy Allman
Eric Anderson
Louis Anderson
Mike and Lela Anderson
Scott and Misty App
Dougas Archard
Jim Arvnesen
Louis Austin
* Asa Baber
James Babish
Fhij Baldus
Joel Bankes
Marey Barger
Launie Barnes
Hesa Barry
Edward Barton
Maurice and Ella Bassan
Charles and Juvee Beck
* Don Bieniewics
Gregary Bilho
Dian Black
Rebecea Black
Leonard Blayer
Emil Blomquist
Kim Boedecker-Froey
Joe Book
Jeannetta Bousquoet
Dennis Boyvtim
Mary Faye Boze
David Brandeberry
Steven Breisch
William Brooks
Billy and Cindy Brown
Fred and Nicki Bruch
Jack Buek
Rodney Byrd
John Byre
David Cappetta
Anton and Patrick Cazares
Mike Chaloux
Gary Chamberhin
Thomas Clark
Timathy Clears
Paul Clements
Dan Conkhin
Dolores Contreras
Deidre Conwiy Rand
Milton Cook
Maureen Corbett
Barry Craig
Tom Craig
Charrles Crawford
Bntt Crocker
Stephen Culbertsun
Doerek Cummings
Thomus Cartis
Roland Cyr
David Danel
Thomas Davenpat
Julin and Moea Davis
Nikhil Desan
Johm DiJoseph

David Dem
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Denny and Margie Dhnn
David Ditnan

Wiley Dabbs

David Domroese

Jeffrey Eannarino

Joe and Debbie Echiernach
Mary Eckert

Alfred Ellix

Michael Ellis

Patricia Enulson
Richard Emmerich
Kevin and Linda Emsweller
Ray Ensley

Mike Farnoth

Stephen Finstein

Rene Fisher

Donald Forstund

David Fox

Ron Galbreath

Ronny Gann

Mike Geanoulis

Bruee Gillman

Carla Goodwin

Lowell Gossell

Keith Gostel

Tony and Katherme Gregory

[ouis Grieeo
FFred and Jill Grunewald
Diane Gulbas
Charles Gy
Greg Haase
J. Randall Haire
Kelly Hitmmond
Bradley Haslett
Sue Hathorn
Mark Hess
Dan Hill
Malcolm Hill
Richard Hill
Wolfgang Hirezy
John Hodson
Robert Hopkinms
Ben Houston
Jerry Huhn
Duane Humphrey
Josepline Jackson
Jin Joffery
Larry Jewett
Courtney Joelle Henry
JefTand Donna Johmson
Kendall Johnson
Panmela Jones
Frick Julsen
Rob Jutte-Kraus
Stephen Kahfeh
Avthar Katz

Anna Keller
Terrie Kellogg:
Thomas Kerle
Norine Kimmy
Pan! Kimg
¢ Kk
Kirk Kitehin
Iichard Khne
I Richard Kol
Cher] LaClar
Ravmwond LaValles
Manlyn Lannbert
Janet Lamer
Stephen Land

Spring 1994

Dan and Pam Larkin
Lou Ann Bassan
Alice Ann Larsen
Steven Lavender
Mark and Marvlou Lee
Leonurd Leffler
Joseph Lehman
Raobert Leve
David Levick
Dennis Lewis
Kevin Lewis
Robert Lipsky
Ralph Logan
Juseph Lopez.
John Lorenz
Richard Lucas
Jefirey Luce
R. Jennings MacConnell
Sara Macko
Denise Minguist
William Mallard
Randy Malley
Betti Maloney

Ann Marini
James Martin
Luis Martin
Gary Maxwell
Mike McAllister
Jim and Stephanie MeBride
Barbara McMullen
Mark MceNeill
Regyrie Meigs
Donald Merwin
Connie Miller
Susan Miller
Irwin and Edith Misrok
John Money
Renato Monteiro
James Morning
Duane Myers
Arnold Neil
Hazel Nelson
John Nel<on
Harry Nolan
David O'Brien
Douglas O'Brien
Tuom Oaster
Cami Ostern
Mike Otomo
FFertiss Overtun
Witliant Owings
Charles Payne
Jnn and Jane Perry
Salvatore Peterson
I~aac Pinekney
Carol Pasam
Douglas ittingsrud
Roland Plater
fori Plotkin Blum
Jouhn Pokorski
Phit Portheck
Jim Preuss
Johu Price
Program Coordmator,

Wamen m Crisis WICCA Ine

Fdward Prvzbl
Steven Pullian
Rab Quarles
Ralph Quales
Jack Quinn
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Kevin Quinn

Janet Ramsey
Robert Randolph
Dick Ray

Popeorn Redmon
Barry Ringelheim
Paul Rabinson
[sabelle Rojowsk:
Scott Roleson
Robert and Kathy Russell
Steve Russell
Arnold Rutkin
Joyee Schargorodski
Fred Schmidt

Don Scoggin
Deborah and Larry Selk
Leida Sheldon
Lawrence Sherman
Loren Sherman
Thomas and Bart Shipley
Frank Siebenaler
Jay Singer

* Kenneth Skilling
Skoble & Levins
Thomas Slater
Albert Smith

Clyde Smith

Jerry Snuth
Jaequeline Spies
Lawrence Stein

Jim Steveson

Greg Sudham
Robert Stien

Gary Stogsdill

John Talerico
Richard Tanson
James Taylor

Robert Teague
Douglas and Jane Thayer
Peter Theciault
Lenard Thicklin
Mark Thomasson
Danielle Thu
Tommy and Cynthia Tindall
* William Toto
Douglas Trebtoske
Charles Tucker
John Turbeville
Barbar Ulhand
Deborah Verderaime
Vicginia Volk
Harvey Walden
Thomas Waldrep
tvy Walker

Danald Webh
Kathleen Weeks
Jerome Wemstem
Linda Werner
Goearge Westhrook
John Whelan

Jack Wiegand

Karin Wiggins

E. Wilsan

Gary Wirfs

ick Wouds
Margaret Wuwert
Rayv and Kelly Wy att
Darryl Yabhick
Barbara Younger
Susan Zingaro




Unable to attend CRC’s Conference
COr you attended, but would like copies.of the presentations?

A NON-PROFIT. TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF SEP-
ARATION ANO DIVORCE.

£3 Criprens Richts @uneil- &5,

ALSO KNOWN AS

NatioWAL (Guncil For Chiteen's RiGhts

BOOKLET

Conference Proceedings Booklet - 20 conterence presenters such as Karen DeCrow. Esq.: Stanley S. Clawar. Ph.D. and Brynne V.
Rivlin, Sanford Braver, Ph.D.: Michael L. Oddenino. Esq.. und Bemice Weissbourd. give views on such topics as mediation. abuse.
custody litigation. Parent Action. and support. Submitted prior to conterence. R120D $15.00.

VIDEO & AUDIO TAPE
Capitol Hill Symposium - David Blankenhom. Bemice Weissbourd, Amitai Etzioni, Ph.D.. Nicholas Zill. Ph.D., Ronald K. Henry. Esq. and
David L. Levy. Esg. discuss public policy issues relating to marriage. custody and accessivisitation. Audio Tape A206 $8.00, Video Tape,

V206 $25.00.
AUDIO TAPE ONLY
Proposed Amendments to the Child Abuse Reporting Law of 1974, and Follow Up on Nonabused Children Programmed to Believe
They Were Abused - Dr. Richard A. Gardner. A706. (2 tapes: $15.00).
The Diagnosis and Treatinent of Child Access Interference - Dick Woods. A303. (4 tapes: $30.00).
All Audio Tapes Below are $8.00
The Relationship between Child Access and Financial Child Support - Sanford Braver. Ph.D.. AS0S.
Book and Authors Luncheons- Miriam Galper Cohen. Vicki Lansky. Adrian Crontuer and Dwight Twilley. A901.
The History of the Joint Custody Movement - Karen DeCrow. James A. Cook. and Michael L. Oddenino A256.
Congressional Update on Financial Support and Access/Visitation Policies - Congressional Staft Panel. AS0S.
Techniques for Distinguishing Between Real & False Abuse Allegations - Michael Lamb. Ph.D.. A707.
Children Held Hostage/Brainwashed Children - Stanlcy S. Clawar, Ph.D. and Brynne V. Rivlin. A708.
Classes on Parenting - For Parents of Separation and Divorce - Katherine Gibson. A206.
Grandparents as Resources For Children - Ethel Dunn. A476.
How To Prepare For a Child Custody Evaluation - Michael L. Oddenino. Esq.. A654.
How To Start a CRC State Chapter - Eric Anderson. CRC Chapter Coordinator. A802.
How To Be Effective in Your States - Ron Hanry, Esq. A803.
Use and Misuse of Mental Health Testimony in Child Custody Cases - Panel of judges and representatives of psychiatric and
psychological groups. A654.
The Federal Government's Qutlook on Support and Access - David Gray Ross. A304.
Congressional Update on Support Policies - Congresssional Statt. AS0S.

ALSO ORDER SOME BOOKS FROM CRC

The Empowered Woman. by Riki Jones. 320 pg.. SB. BKF-409 $5.00. * Children Held Hostage. by Stanley S. Clawar. Ph.D. and
Brynne V. Rivlin, 208 pg.. SB. BKA-808 $45.00. « Grandparenting In A Changing World. by Edna l_eShan. 100 pg.. HB. BKG-104
$19.95. « The Myth of Male Power. by Warren Farrell. 512 pg.. HB. BKL-706 $23.00.

1 Jam Jam not a current CRC member. My membership fee of 1 $35 (member) J $60 (sustaining member) 4 $125 (sponsor) J $500 (lifetime)
other $ .

is enclosed. Please send me the following items:

Title ____ _ __ _ __ ltem Number _

Title __ . — ltem Number ___

Title e L ) N rie— Nem Number

{

]

|

{

{

{

{

{

{

{

{

{

' C - U .
! CRC Members Deduet 109 (Membership is $35.00) Total _ . .
3 Shipping & Handling add $3.00 first item. .50¢ each additional item « D.C. Residents add 6% sales tax
! CRC membership (optional) .

b Or bill my credit card A Visa MO

{

{

{

{

{

]

i

]

{

{

{

{

- -\M.l-lx Signature S
Send orders to:

Children’s Rights Council (CRCQ)

Name 220 1" Street. N.E. , #230,

Address Washington, D.C. 20002.

Credit Card Number . . ) Eap. Date

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.
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A NON-PROFIT. TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES
AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF SEPARATION AND DIVORCE

Non Profit Organization

3 Chibwens Rishts Guneil- 35 U fonse

_ . Washington. D.C.
Nt (ouveil Tor Chitdrey s RIGHTS Permit # 881

220 "I" Street NE, Suite 230. Washington. DC 20002-4362

Address Correction Requested
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed

Please Reprint This in Your Newsletter or Journal

. %
- L [} .. L if
iLpren's RiGhts (ouneil- &2
ALSO KNOWN AS
NAtioNAL (Ouwcil- For Chitdren's Richty
We are proud of your achiecvements, CRC! Sign me up and send me the Distributed by:
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a: y:
New member, $35 Sustaining member, $60 . Sponsor, $125
Life member, $500 Renewal Other $ .
[ can’t join now, but here is my tax-deductible contribution of $
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.
AMEX = MC VISA CC# Exp. date )
CRC # if renewal or change of address, see CRC number on label.
Title (Mr., Ms., Dr., Rev., etc.) ‘ If yon live in AL, AK, CA. CO. DE. FL. GA, IN,
Name , (Must be provided.) 1,,"\y ks Ky, MA, MI, MD. MO, MN. NC, NJ.
Suffix {ACSW, MD. etc.) Nickname (Optional.) | NY. OH. PA. TN, TX. VA, VT. we ask that you
Organization (48 Character maximum): join the CRC chapter in that state twhich includes
membership in CRC National). For address of

Delivery Address (48 Character maximum): chapter in those states, see elsewhere in this
newsletter. or write to CRC for information.

City State (2 characters)
Zip Code

Country (If other than US.)

Organization phone Home phone
Work phone If organization is listed in CRC Directory, organization phone number will be listed.
Home and work phone numbers are for CRC internal use only.
Fax number Chapter name, if affiliated with CRC
As a member, please send me Speak Out For Children (CRC's Quarterly Newsletter), Catalog of Resources (in
which I receive discounts! and the following at NO ADDITIONAL COST:
» “A Child’s Right — 2 Parents,” Bumper Sticker-.
» FREE! A $15 VALUE —- A 44-page report, Written Preliminary Proceedings from CRC’s 1994 Eighth National Conference (sub-
mitted prior to conference). Includes 20 different reports including Child Sexual Abuse, Mediation, International Policy
Developments, Dealing with Programmed and Brainwashed Children, and Family Formation and Preservation.

For my membership of more than $35 or renewal, send me a list of free items Im entitled to ithe higher the contributions, the mere items that are free).
If vou are an individual member of CRC. your name may be given on occasion to other children’s rights organizations, organizations that sup-
port CRC, or individuals secking a referral for help 1f you do not want your name to be given for these purposes. please check here

Call (202) 547-6227 to charge your membership to a credit card, or
send compieted form to CRC, 220 “I" Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362.

Bulk copies of this newsletter are available (20 for $15, 50 for $30, and 100 for $59) for distribution
to policy makers, judges, and interested Iersons in your state. Send order to CRC.
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Welfare Reform, Support and
Visitation Grants Proposed

Welfare reform and financial child support
legislation are high on the agenda in
Washington, as Congress considers proposals to
limit welfare and provide new support enforce-
ment mechanisms.

There is bipartisan support on Capitol Hill to
provide time limits (generally two years) on
how lung recipients can receive welfare, and to
provide additional financial child support
enforcement mechanisms,

One of the most comprehensive bills, pre-
pared by the Clinton Administration following
hearings on welfare reform and child support
around the country, was introduced by leading
Democrats in the House and Senate on June
21, 1994.

The 464-page bill (H.R. 4605 in the House
and S. 2224 in the Senate) contains a small pro-
vision for access (visitation) grants (see below?,
but its main focus is on welfare reform «nd
child support. The bill would
for welfare

* impose a two-year lifetime limit on benefits
to recipients of Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC) for most able-bodied adult
recipients born after 1971:

* impose work/study/training requirements,
in the program of Job Opportunities and Basic
Skills (JOBS), on mothers with no child below
age 1 (lowering the age threshold 2 years);

* increase federal funding for the JOBS pro-
gram;

* require states, with federal matching
funds, to create a program of subsidized jobs
called WORK for those without private jobs at
the end of their two-year limit:

* require unwed minor mothers to live at
home in order to receive AFDC;

* permit states to deny benefits for'a new
baby born to an AFDC mother.
for financial child support

* require states to establish paternity for all
non-married parents in hospital or as soon
thereafter as possible;

* require mothers applying for AFDC to pro-
vide verifiable information about the father
except for “good cause” exceptions;

* provide outreach and public education pro-
grams on voluntary paternity establishment;

* require universal automatic, periodic
administrative updating of all support awards;

* establish a National Commission on Child
Support Guidelines to study the desirability of
a uniform national child support guideline;

* establish automation and mass case pro-
cessing, relying on one centralized automated
system in each state for the collection and dis-
tribution of payments;

* establish a federal National Clearinghouse,
composed of an expanded Federal Parent
Locator Service, a National Child Support
Registry and a National Directory of New
Hires, to enforce interstate location and
enforcement;

* mandatory restrictions in states on profes-
sional, occupational and drivers licenses for
delinquent support payors;

* attachment of public and private retire-
ment funds;

* child support assurance demonstration
projects.

Continued on page 3
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Welfare Reform
Continued from page 1

In describing the new bill, Mary Jo
Bane, Assistant Secretary of Health
and Human Services (tHHS) said
“Welfare reform must give people
back the dignity and control that
comes from work and independence.
Our new vision is aimed at helping
people regain the means of support-
ing themselves...and their families.”

Republicans in Congress have said
that the Clinton bill does not go far
enough to truly reform welfare, but
there is bipartisan support for the
child support proposals.

Visitation Grants

The Clinton bill authorizes. in
Section 691, access/visitation pro-
grams of $5 millior: each for the years
1996 and 1997, and $10 million for
each succeeding year. The money
would enable states to help “absent”
parents obtain access/visitation to
their children through “mediation
(both voluntary and mandatory),
counseling. education, development of
parenting plans, visitation enforce-
ment (including monitoring, supervi-
sion and neutra! drop-off and pick-up)
and development of guidelines for vis-
itation and alternative custody
arrangements.”

The Clinton Administration had
originally considered requesting $135
million for this program, but reduced
it to the above figures.

The bill also provides that failure
to pay support is not a defense to
denial of visitation, and denial of visi-
tation is not a defense to not paying
support.

Order copies of the bills from the
local office of your House member or
Senator.

CRC’s View

CRC and various other groups
have weighed in with a solution that
echoes many of the welfare proposals
recommended by the Clinton
Administration. but which would go
even further towards welfare reform.

The “Children’s Welfare Act of
1994" proposed by these groups notes
that:

# Welfare programs, originally
intended to provide temporary eco-

nomic sustenance to individuals
while they seek to enter the work-
force, have fallen short of this goal,
this leaves them and their dependent
children in poverty;

* The failure to escape poverty per-
sists through generations, as children
of welfare families go onto welfare
rolls as adults, resulting in needless
waste of human potential as well as
eccuomic and other costs to society;

* Current welfare provisions lack
measur es that would assist in the
elimination of intergererational wel-
fare dependence, and encourage such
dependency by ignoring the availabil-
ity of non-welfare alternatives for
dependent children.

The proposed act says “It is there-
fore in the public interest to amend
the welfare laws to eliminate the
encouragement of intergenerational
welfare dependency and to promote
the placement of children in non-wel-
fare environments more conducive to
an economically and socially produc-
tive adulthood.”

The bill would require individuals
seeking welfare involving dependent
children under age 18 to certify that
there are no relatives of the children
who are willing to provide for the
child’s needs.

The administrator of this “kinship
care” proposal would have to certify,
after undertaking diligent efforts.
that there are no relatives of the
child who are fit and willing to pro-
vide for the needs of the child tor

. assume custody) without resort to

welfare dependency.

The act provides that “An appli-
cant’s preference for welfare pay-
ments rather than family assistance
shall not be a basis for granting wel-
fare eligibility unless the administra-
tor (or agency or other appropriate
official) has certified, after making
diligent investigation. that family
assistance will be detrimental to the
safety of the child.”

Copies of the 10 page analysis of
the welfare situation, including the
one page “Children’s Welfare Act of
1994", which has been distributed to
all members of Congress by CRC. are
available free to CRC members and
$3 to non-members, provided you
enclose a self-addressed stamped
envelope.

SiEAk Ot For CHiLDREN

Heavily Weighted

CRC supports the welfare provi-
sions, and the access/visitation provi-
sions, but finds that the legislation as
a whole is still heavily weighted in
favor of support enforcement mecha-
nisms, without balancing provisions
that would encourage payment, and
that would encourage involvement by
both parents in children’s lives.

CRC President David L. Levy testi-
fied before a House committee in
June that current policies are worsen-
ing the problem for children,

CRC’s position is based partly on
the following:

* “From a federal budget perspec-
tive, Child Support Enforcenient is an
expensive disappointment,” states a
report issued in June, 1992 by
Republican House members E. Clay
Shaw, Nancy L. Johnson and Fred
Grandy.

* A report provided by the General
Accounting Office at the request of
Congresswomen Marge Roukema and
Barbara Kennelly and Senator Biil
Bradley, released January 9, 1992,
stated that 66 percent of mothers
with a child support award who did
not receive payment from the fathers
say it is because the fathers were
unable to pay. This data is not reflect-
ed in the legislation.

Levy told the Committee that CRC
is the most pro-child support organi-
zation in the country. because CRC
favors programs that work.

CR(C's view is that access to one’s
children is child support enforcement.
because Census Bureau data shows
that access increases support compli-
ance. Similarly. mediation is child
support enforcement, and downward
modification of child support orders is
child support enforcement (because it
allows a parent who has lost a job to
pay something. albeit less than
before. rather than go to jail because
of inability to pay what the court
“imputes” his income to be, and. in
jail. pays nothing).

CRC also views parenting educa-
tion as child support enforcement.
access/visitation counselling as child
support enforcement, and parentage
establishment (see above) as child
support enforcement.

Continued on page 16
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Letters to the Editor

Editor:

While standing on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial for the Candlelight
Vigil at CRC’s Conference, very sud-
denly it dawned on me that two of my
grandchildren were being recognized.
It has been more than four years since
they have been denied a:cess to their
father; and more than two years since
they have been denied access to me
(their grandmother) and other mem-
bers of our family. Thank you, CRC,
for the annual Candlelight Vigil on
behalf of the 6,600,000 children being
denied access to their non-custodial
parents by the custodial parents.

Betty Duffey

Niles, IL
Note: Ms. Duffev’s case is described in
detail in “Issues in Child Abuse Accu-
sations.” Vol. 5, No. 2, Spring. 1993. pub-
lished by The Institute for Psychological
Therapies. Northfield. MN).

Next CRC Conference
March 29-April 2, 1995

CRC’s Ninth National Conference
will take place March 29 through
April 2, 1995 at the Holiday Inn,
Bethesda, Maryland. the same site as
the 1993 and 1994 conferences.

The theme of the conference is
“Children First.” This is the phrase
that appears on a sign over the office
of David Gray Ross, the director of
the Office of Child Support
Enforcement, U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services (HHS).

Roger Doeren. CRC coordinator in
Kansas/Missouri, was credited by
Ross. at a meeting of the Kansas/
Missouri Child Support Enforcement
Association in June, 1994, as the first
person to give him a “Children First”
lapel pin. This gave Ross the idea of
putting the “Children First” sign over
his door. Doceren obtained the pins
from Mark Riley of the Child Welfare
League of America (the pins are also
available from the CRC catalogue for
$5.00 each).

The 1995 conference will include a
Capitol Hill Symposium, candlelight
vigil at the Lincoln Memorial, and
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Book and Atthor Luncheon.
Representatives Harold Ford (D-TN)
and Matthew Martinez (D-CA), two
House subcommittee chairmen who
are working on welfare reformn and
financial child support issues, and
Rep. Albert Wynn (D-MD), a member
of the Congressional Black Caucus,
have been invited to speak to the
Capitol Hill Symposium.

Attorney General Janet Reno and
other members of the Clinton
Administration have also been invit-
ed to speak. Other speakers expected
at the conference are:

Clawar and Rivlin

* Stanley S. Clawar and Brynne
Rivlin, authors of “Children Held
Hostage: Dealing with Programmed
and Brainwashed Children,” who
been asked to present points from
their book that they did not have time
to do at the 1994 conference;

* Sanford Braver, Ph.D., federally
funded researcher, who has written
on the intimate connection between
financial child support and the con-
trol a parent has over a child’s
upbringing, who is expected to have
results of new research available for
presentation at the conference.

* Warren Farrell, author and lec-
turer, who expects to publish a new
book on custody in 1995.

Awards Time Again

At its 1995 conference, CRC will
present the annual Chief Justice
Warren E. Burger awards for
“Healer<™ among lawyers, judges and
others. and its annual Media Awards
and Active Parenting Awards. The
awards consist of engraved plaques.
Nominations should be received hy
February 1, 1995.

A “Healer” might be:

* a judge who takes the lead in
prometing joint custody (shared par-
enting):

* an attorney with a professional
track record of promoting a child’s
access to two parents and others who
have bonded with the child.

For Media Awards, possible con-
tenders are:

* best treatment of children and
parents of divorce in the news media
{including newspapers, magazines,
TV and radio coverage);

* best media coverage of a county
agency that provides programs for
teenage parents;

* best TV series on abuse and false
abuse charges.

For Active Parenting, possible con-
tenders are:

* programs that help with family
formation and family preservation;

* programs that help parents do
better parenting in the event of
divorce.

Send “Healer” award nominations to:

Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed

Certified Educational Psychologist

920 Washington Street

South Easton, MA 02375

(508) 238-3722

Send “Best in Media” award nomi-
nations to:

James Morning, coordinator;

CRC of Delaware

P.C. Box 182

Bethel, DE 19931

(302) 629-3810

Send “Active Parenting” nomina-
tions to

Eric Anderson

12103 Scribe Drive

Austin, TX 78759

CRC Guideline Available

The child support guideline pre-
pared by CRC that is based on a child
having two parents was released by
the federal government in August,
1994.

This marks the first time that the
federal government has ever distrib-
uted a guideline that takes into
account the direct expenditures on a
child by the non-custodial parent.

To obtain a copy of the federal pub-
lication. phone (202) 401-9383, which

Continued on page 13
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1994 Conference Drew
Wide Support

About 300 people attended CRC's
Ninth National Conference April 13-
17, 1994. Speakers included:

* William A. Galston,
assistant White House
Domestic Policy Advisor.
Galston, who has met
with represcentatives of
CRC, advocates for acad-
emics, fathers, and other
individuals and organizations several
times in the White House in the past
vear, spoke of the need to include
non-custodial parent representatives
in family policy deliberations on the
federal level. He said that marriage
must be the policy goal in the United
States. but that if parents are not
married, both fathers and mothers
should be encouraged to be part of
their children’s lives.

* David Gray Ross, the
new head of the Office of
Child Support Enforce-
ment in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and
Human Services. Ross
said failure to pay child
support is a crime, but stressed “it is
equally serious not to involve both
parents in children’s lives. A father is
much more than a sperm donor and a
pocketbook. Fathers and grandpar-
ents’ participation is crucial for mak-
ing children’s lives better.” Figures
also show that involved fathers are
better support payers. he noted.

He said efforts are underway to
“demilitarize” and render gender neu-
tral the office’s published materials,
and to stress that mothers as well as
fathers have a duty to support.
Restating his longtime strong support
for joint custody and mediation as a
former judge in Maryland for more
than 20 vears, he said "we don't need
so many lawvers Caving the system”
In visitation and custody proceedings.
“They can make things murky. and
are not needed.”

# Sanford Braver, Ph.D., a federal-
Iv funded rescarcher and psychology
professor at Arizona State University,
said his research shows that the
major cause of fathers loss of interest

Galston

Ross

and failure to pay child support stems
from their sense of a lack of control
and from being excluded from sharing
with mothers in the child-rearing
process.

“Fatners feel a sense of disenfran-
chi:ement, disempowerment, and the
threat that they have no input into
how their children are raised. They
feel, in effect. as parents without chil-
dren. When this happens, a with-
drawal from the obligations of parent-
hood, financial support, and emotion-
al relationship tends to follow. The
issue is not that such fathers are irre-
sponsible, but that they are thwarted
in exercising responsibility.”

The implications of the findings, he
said. are that joint legal custody and
non-adversarial techniques such as
mediation encourage payment of sup-
port.

“Rather than an adversarial pro-
cess, we need a much more human-
centered approach which will improve
contact of fathers and children. mutu-
ally benefitting both.” he said.

Other Speakers Included

* Melinda Blau, author of the new
1994 book entitled “Families Apart:
10 Keys to Successful Co-Parenting,”
who spoke of the need to improve
shared parenting in America:

= Stanley E. Clawar and Brynne V.
Rivlin, authors of “Children Held
Hostage: Dealing with Programmed
and Brainwashed Children.” a book
published by the American Bar
Association's Section on Family Law;

# Michael Lamb. Ph.D.. National
Institutes of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry. who spoke on child sexual
abuse;

#* Richard Gardner, M.D.. who
spoke on “Proposed Amendments in
the 1974 Child Abuse Reporting Law™
and “Follow-up studies of non-abused
children who were programmed to
believe that they were sexually
abused: the creation of new categories
of psychintric disturbance™;

# Dick Woods, administrator of the
£300,000 Towa Access Grant, who
gave a pre-conference training ses-
sion for persons who wish to hecome
aecess (visitation) counsellors in their
states.

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC
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Constance Ahrons, who had been
scheduled to speak, was unable to do
so because of illness.

Awards Presented
at Conference

At the conference, CRC presented
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger
“Healer” awards, “Best in Media”
awards, “Parenting” awards, and
other citations.

Winners of “Healer” Awards

* David Arnaudo, of the Office of
Child Support Enforcement, U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, Washington, D.C. “for his
commitment to developing new proce-
dures to broaden participation in the
federal child support system.”
Arnaudo is a career civil servant who
administers the access/visitation
grants to the states.

* William A. Galston, assistant
domestic policy advisor. The White
House, “for ieadership in renewing
the recognition of the needs of chil-
dren for two parents.” Galston has
been the leading Clinton Admin-
istration official to include non-custo-
dial parents and academics who favor
a child’s right to two parents in the
formulation of family policies:

* Suzy Yehl Marta, founder of
Rainbows (formerly known as
Rainbows for All God's Children),
Schaumberg. lilinois, “for providing
peer-support for thousands of chil-
dren of divorce™ in Rainbows pro-
grams around the country:

* Klizabeth McGonagle. founder of
the Banana Splits Program, Ballston
Spa, New York: “for providing peer-
support for thousands of children of
divorce” in school districts around the
country.

* Richard Curtis, Los Angeles
Superior Court, “for strong efforts in
edueating parents of the needs of chil-
dren during divorce™;

* Judge Woodrow Lewis, Jr., Vir-
ginia Beach Juvenile and Domestic
Court, “for the extracrdinary time
and effort shown to litigants in deal-
ing with the issues affecting families™

Continued on page 6
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1994 Conference

Continued from page 5

* Cornelius Hogan, Secretary of

the Agency of Human Services,
Vermont, “for his innovative and con-
tinued efforts on behalf of a child’s
right to two parents”™;

* Mickey James, Wyandotte Coun-
ty District Court, Kansas, “for devel-
opment of programs to assist families
in the process of divorce,” particularly
the 2-hour parenting class that
judges require all separating parents
in Wyandotte County to attend.

Arnaudu, Galston, Curtis, Lewis,
Hogan and James received their
awards (engraved plaques) in person.

Winners of “Best in Media”
Awards

* Ellen McVay, of WTVT Channel
13 Tampa, Florida, for her two-part
program “Children of Divorce” aired
in November, 1993, that showed how
parents can cooperate more for the
sake of their children;

* Rebecca Chase ABC-TV, for the
segment on Access/Visitation, aired
August 18, 1993, as part of ABC World
News, the American Agenda. The
program focused on access/visitation
in lowa, and the members of Dick
Woods's custody reform organization;

* Asrdrea Neal of the Indianapolis
Star, for her many columns and sto-
ries that reflect on a need of children
for two parents;

* Robin Williams and Marsha
Williams, Los Angeles, California. for
the film, “Mrs. Doubtfire” which dem-
onstrated the longing children have
for their fathers as well as their
mothers

* Doug Supernaw, dad and country

music star, for his efforts on behalf of

children and the Children’s Rights
Council;
* Dwight Twilley. dad and pop

music singer, for his efforts on behalf

of children and the Children’s Rights
Council

Neal, Supernaw and Twilley
reeetved their awards in person.

Winners of “Parenting” Awards

# Elizabeth Hickey, M.S.W., Diree-
tor, Mediation and Divorce Center in
Salt Lake City. for her outstanding
work developing and managing
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Utah’s Mandatory Divorce Education
Program;

* Phoebe Snover Prosky, Director,
Center for Awareness of Pattern,
Freeport, Maine, for the program.
“The Family After Divorce: Restoring
the Family Fabric “ that helps chil-
dren and families of divorce

Hickey and Presky received their
awards in person.

Winner of The Cici Simon
Memorial award

(given to an individual or organiza-
tion that works to improve the quali-
ty of mental health testimony in child
custody cases)

* Richard A. Gardner. M.D.,
Cresskill, New Jersey, clinical profes-
sor of child psychiatry, Columbia Uni-
versity, for focusing national attention
on the subjectivity of mental health
testimony in child custody cases.

Thank You!

CRC thanks those who made the
conierence a success. They include
Heather Campbeli. conference coordi-
nator; Barbara Alexander, Louis
Anderson, Reba Barnes, Howard “Doc”
Bladen of Bladen Lithographics, Linda
Clarke, Gary Cowardin, Charles
Davis, Cindy and Michael Ewing, Ron
Henry, Ellen and Diana Levy, Deanne
Mechling, Stuart Miller, Ed Mudrak,
Lynn Nesbitt, Roy Nolan, Do Ngoyun,
Michael L. Oddenino, John Park, Paul
Robinson, Brent Sandbak. Chuck and
Donna Stewart (who come from
Colorado each year to run the book-
fair), LaJuan Sykes, Bob Vinik.

More Conference news will appear
in the next issue.

Commission Awaits Appointees

Twelve of the 15 positions on the
Commission on Child Welfare have
been filled, but because President
Clinton has not named his three
appointees, the Commission cannot
start its work. The national commis-
sion will study access/visitation prob-
lems and other child-related ir.ues.
Two of the Commissioners named by
House Speaker Foley are John
Guidubaldi. Ph.D., a nationally

known rescarcher on children of

divorce from Kent State, Ohio, and
Bill Harrington, president of the
American Fathers Coalition (AFC).
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CRC asks you to write to the
President, urging the appointment of
James A. Cook, president of the Joint
Custody Association; Dick Woods,
administrator of the $300,000 Iowa
access grant; Karen DeCrow, former
national president of N.O.W., or Ron
Henry, Washington, D.C. attorney.

Big Red Boat Goes to Bahamas

Come join the Children’s Right's
Council’s first “family cruise,” a 4-
night Bahamas cruise on “The Big
Red Boat,” the ship “Oceanic?,
Monday to Friday. August 7-11,
1995. The ship will leave Port
Canaveral in Florida, and visit
Nassau (the Bahamas) on
Wednesday, August 9. A special low
price has been arranged for CRC of
$489 to $599 per passenger, depend-
ing on whether the cabin is inside or
outside. The third and fourth pas-
sengers sharing in the same cabin
pay only $265.00 regardless of age.
Rates include reals, entertainment
and activities. For additional infor-
mation or reservations, phone
Adventures At Sea Travel, 1-800-
852-2009, and ask about the
Children’s Rights Council trip. CRC
receives a portion of each reservation.

IT LOOKS LIKE ANOTHER
CREDIT CARD TO YOU, BUT
IT'S A DONATION FOR US

CRC receives a contribution at no extra
cost to you. In addition, here a-e some of
the valuable benefits you will enjoy:

« A special 15.9% variable Annual Per-
centage Rate (APR).t

« [ssued free of an annual fee the tirst
year. and just $40 for the Visa® Gold
card and $20 for the Visa® Classic
card each year thereatter.

APPLY
Topay! 1-800-847-7378, ext. 400

Please be sure to use this priority code when
caling: LYRF

tTransaction tee tor bank and ATM cash advances 2. ot
egach cash advance $2 mimimum $25 Maxmum MBNA
America - 1s a faederally registered Service Mark of MBNA
Amunica Bank. NA Visa- 1s a tederally reqistered Service
Mark of Visa U.S A . Inc used pursuant to hicense
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President Clinton Sends Message to Candlelight Vigil

“I am proud to stand with you
all of you in your compassionate
efforts to advance the needs of
America’s youth,” President Clin-
ton said in a message to CRC’s
Candlelight Vigil at the Lincoln
Memorial, as part of CRC’s Ninth
National Conference.

More than 300 people heard
the President’s message as it was
read below the statue of Lincoin
by Travis Ballard. The President’s
message is reproduced at the
right.

The vigil served to acknowledge the 6,600,000 children
estimated to have difficulty in obtaining access to their
non-custodial parents. Legisiatures and the courts provide
few incentives to encourage this access/visitation/ parent-
ing time, in CRC’s view.

The main speaker at the Vigil was Sonny Burmeister,
CRC coordinator in Georgia, who said that over the last 30
years, researchers have learned that a child's healthy soci-
ological and psychological adjustment to the divorce or
separation of his or her parents is predicated on two fac-
tors: insuring that the child will not lose either parent as a
result of the divorce or separation, and minimizing the
conflict between the parents during and after the separa-
tion or divorce.

“Yet what our society does is just the opposite. Our
legal and judicial system ‘shorts’ one parent, declaring a
winner and a leser, and instead of minimizing conflict, we
pour gasoline on those parents” hot coals of strife, throw-
ing them into the meanest, cruelest, most destructive
adversarial process which we as a society have labelled as
‘Justice.” It is time for us to call it for what it is—a child
suffering industry which promotes destruction and the
waste of emotional, spiritual, financial and physical
resources of that family in crisis.

“While some children of single parents will adjust and
succeed, the simple reality is that a child growing up in a
single parent household is 500% more likely to be “at risk”
than a child from a two-parent intact family. The statistics
are abundantly clear—90% of homeless and runaway chil-
dren. 85% of youths incarcerated in juvenile jails, 75% of
adolescent parents at chemical abuse centers, 71% of all
high school dropouts. 70 of teenage pregnancies, 63% of
youth suicides, and 487¢ of child abuse, occurs in sole cus-
tody or single parent households.

“Qur -acial policy for too long has been to remove
healthy, 1oving, nurturing adults from our children’s sup-
porting network of adults....promote the destruction of
families, prevent or discourage the formation of families,
and foster the severing of parent/child relationships.
America today, in our children and our society itself, is
paying the price for this insanity.”

Dwight Twilley, author of “Questions from Dad” said
that the major problems of the world are not going to be
solved until people realize that children are our greatest
asset.

Cindy Ewing, CRC coordinator in Virginia. chaired the
Vigil.

President Clinton

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 12, 1954

Warin greetings to everyone gathered at the Lincoln Memerial
for this year's Candlelight Vigil, hosted by the Children's Rights
Counzil. I am proud to stand with ll of you in your compass:ionate
efforts to advance tae needs of America’s youth.

Our chiidren are our Ratlon's mMOSL Precious resouzce and
our most prcfound responsibility. Only when our young people
are provided with the best care possikle can we truly say that
we are prepared for the challenges of the twency-first century.
Unfortunately, too many of our children suffer tne horrors of
abuse Cr neglect, and their chances to lead full and happy l:ives
are compromised

I am pleased that the members of the Ch:ildren's Rights Council
remain committed to providing hope and encouragement for yo
peopie. Though we have made great str:des in the last year
increasing America's investmentis in pregrams that serve ch:l
and fam:lies, we have much yet to accomplish. We mus: continue
our work tc reform our education and health care systems, tc end
neighborhood and domestic violence, and to strengthen America's
fam:lies sc that all children receive the love ané support they
deserve. Each of you plays a vital role ir this important goal,
and I commend you for help:ing tc ensure a safe, healthy environment
for Amer:ca's youth. Your involvement is a shining example of
leadership and compassion for ail those whose lives you‘ve touched.

H:llary jcins me in extending best wishes fcr a memoratle
ceremony .

T Clime—

The estimated number of children whose access (visi-
tation) to a non-custodial parent is interfered with by a
custodial parent are listed below. Conference attendees
read the numbers below, out loud, during the ceremony.

State. ...Number of Children

Alabama Montana

Nebraska 46,000
Nevada 22,000
New Hampshire .. .27,000
New Jersey 216,000
New Mexico

New York 518,000
North Carolina . . .172,000
North Dakota

22.500

Arizona
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii 28,000
Idaho 27,000
Illinois .......... 336,000
Indiana 162.000
Iowa 85,000
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri

..18,000
......... 298.000

161,000 216.000

Oklahoma ........ 89,000
Oregon 83.000
Pennsylvania .. ..349,000
Rhode Island
South Carolina . ..
South Dakota. ..19,000
Tennessee 135,000
Texas . .......... 419,000
45,000
15,000
157,000
122,000
56,500
135.000
13.500

.99.000

100,500
123,000
33.000
123.000

... 185,000
270,000
119,000
74,000
114,000

Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wvoming
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Ross Urges Focus on Carrots,
Not Just Sticks

It is very destructive to call non-
custodial parents deadbeats, David
Ross said in a series of talks and
meetings he held with child support
staff and judges across the country in
May and June.

Ross, appointed by President
Clinton as the nation’s top child sup-
port boss in February, 1994, held the
meetings to get acquainted with some
of the 43,000 people employed by the
federal Office of Child Support
Enforcement (OCSE), which is a part
of HHS (the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services).

Ross said at the various meetings,
attended by judges as well as child
support staff, that America needs to
be enforcing emotional/time sharing
support as well as financial support.

When we are enforcing only finan-
cial support, we use the stick—but
when we enforce access, we are focus-
ing on the carrot, the incentives, said
Ross.

He pointed out Census Bureau sta-
tistics that reveal that when parents
have shared parental responsibility.
they pay 90% of support, when par-
ents have visitation (access). they pay
79% of support, and when parents
have neither shared parenting nor
visitation, only 44.5% of support is
paid. Child support enforcement
agencies should scale down their
enforcement side, said Ross, and
build uop their incentive side.

(above obtained from attendees at
the meetings).

A Hiccup in a Hurricane

Nationally syndicated columnist
Don Feder in a column of November
17. 1993 says the crime bill in Con-
gress will have “the impact of a ‘hiccup
in a hurricane, because it, like other
crime legislation over the years, fails
to address the real reason for the
“crime contagion”™fatherless families.

“Nothing succeeds like failure,”
wrote Feder, who is distributed by
Creators Syndicate. “There are four
times as many inmates today as 20
vears ago. During the same period,
law enforcement expenditures
increased sevenfold. Over 90 percent
of the guns used by criminals are
obtained illegally, and thus beyond
the purview of waiting periods,
license laws and the like.

&  SrEar Qv For CHiLpreN

Around the Country

“Public anxiety about crime isn't
paranoia. The FBI estimates that
83% of Americans will be victims at
some point in their lives. From 1976
to 1993, more of our citizens were
murdered in their native land than
died in Europe and in the Pacific dur-
ing World War II.

“But solutions, from both siazs of
the spectrum, ignore an essential
reality. At the heart of the crime
problem lies a family crises.
According to a study published in the
Journal of Research in Crime and
Delinquency, the best indicator of vio-
lent crime in a community isn’t race
or income or employment but the pro-
portion of fatherless families.

“Today, 15 million children are
growing up in households without
fathers—collectively, they constitute
fissionable material. The inner cities
are already well past critical mass,
with illegitimacy approaching 80 per-
cent in some areas.

“The Family Research Council pre-
sents an impressive array of data on
the connection between fatherless
families and crime. Studies of violent
rapists (60% from single-parent
households), adolescent murderers
(72% with divorced or never-married
mothers) and juveniles in long-term
correctional facilities (70% did not
live with their fathers while growing
up.)

“It’s not just a black problem—not
any more. Among whites, the illegiti-
macy rate is 22%."

(CRC notes that Feder asks fathers
to be there for their families, which is
good, but he fails to note the many
pushed away and thrownaway fathers,
or to note the growing number of
motherless households—that is, the 2
million homes in which there is sole
father custody. There are also mil-
lions of homes which have a def ‘it in
connections to grandparents and other
members of the extended family).

False Charges of Abuse

Claims of sexual abuse in child
custody cases are false at least half
the time, according to the experience
of a majority of divorce lawyers who
were polled on the subject.

In a Wall Street Journal article in
May, 1993. fifty-nine matrimonial
specialists participated in the survey
conducted at the spring 1993 meeting
of the American Bar Association's sec-
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tion on family law in San Diego.

Forty-three percent of those who
had handled cases involving child
sex-abuse allegations said such alle-
gations were false “half the time.” 25
percent said they were false “most of
the time,” and 32 percent said they
were “not often” false. The charges
almost always were made by the
mother, the lawyers said.

Crime and Family Breakdown

George B. Witmer, a senior fellow
at the Indiana Policy Review
Foundation, found a strong correla-
tion between the rise in out-of-wed-
lock births and crime in Indiana from
1980 to 1990 in his study of FBI uni-
form crime reports and state health
and crime data.

A story in the Indianapolis Star,
June 13, 1994 said

“Over the 30-year period, incidents
of violent crime increased from 80
annually per 100,000 Hoosiers to 474
incidents annually per 100,000 in
1990. During that time, births to
unwed mothers rose from 40 per
1.000 births to 240 per 1,000 births in
1990 in 1990, Witmer's research
shows.

“Witmer said his study shows the
rise in crime more closely tracks the
rise in out of wedlock births and in
Aid to Families with Dependent
Children over 30 years than any
other purported cause of crime,

" including poverty. :

“But Kenneth J. Falk, attorney for
the Legal Services Organization of
Indiana, believes some of the
research’s premises are flawed.

“It is in many ways stereotyping a
family to assume that because they
are low-income or they are one-par-
ent, that automstically leads to the
breakdown of the family stucture.

“There are many, many families
with just one parent who receive wel-
fare who are able to instill excellent
values in their children,” Falk con-
tended.

“Witmer said he hoped his research,
which was expected to be published
in Indiana Policy Review in Summer,
1994, will spur the legislature and
Gov. Evan Bayh, to take a more radi-
cal approach to reforming welfare.”

(CRC Note: Nothing in what Mr.
Falk says contradicts Mr. Witmer's
research findings—that is, there are
always exceptions to the rules.




Third Party Win
on False Memory

Two therapists destroyed a
father’s life by implanting false mem-
ories of child abuse in his daughter’s
mind, a jury ruled May 13, 1994, in
Napa, California. The jurors awarded
the father, former winery executive
Gary Ramona, $500,000 in damages.
Ramona had sued the two therapists
and a hospital, saying their work
with his daughter Holly had
destroyed his family and cost him his
$400,000 a year job. He had sought
$8 million in damages but said he
was satisfied with the verdict.

It is the first known case in which
a third party (that is, someone who is
not a patient) has successfully sued a
therapist for allegedly placing false
memories of abuse in a person’s
mind. Jury foreman Thomas Dudum
said the preponderance of the evi-
dence in this civil action was Mr.
Ramona had not abused his child
many years earlier.

Support Affected
by Direct Expenditures

Divorced parents who say they've
been reduced to check writers may
have more control of their money and
their kids under a state appeals court
decision handed down June 23, 1994.

In what is believed to be a land-
mark decision, a three-judge appeals
court ruled that Princeton Township
Administrator Jim Pascale can
reduce his child support payments to
his ex-wife to compensate for the
money he spends when he’s with his
children.

Pascale argued in the case that his
ex-wife controls the $1.200 in child
support he pays each month even
though their three children spend as
much time with him as with her.

Pascale argued that when he feeds
his 8 year old son and 10 year old
twin girls dinner in his West Windsor
townhouse, which he does three to
four times a week, he'’s paying twice.

“This is the '‘90%s.” he said. “Fathers
are more than banking institutions.”

Court Cases

. Pascale’s child support reduction
will be determined at a hearing to be
held in Family Court.

The children’s mother, however,
has indicated she will appeal the deci-
sion to the state Supreme Court.

(Note: this decision is in accord
with the reasoning in the CRC Child
Support Guideline being distributed
by the federal government. Research
also shows higher and more timely
payments in joint custody, as well as
the availability of more resources for
the child then in the typical single-
parent situation).

The “Baby Richard”
Adoption Case

After the Illinois Supreme Court
ordered that an adopted child known
in the press as “Baby Richard” be
returned to his birthparents, the
Illinois legislature passed a bill to pro-
vide expedited process for adoption.
The legislature’s aim was to prevent a
recurrence of the “Baby Richard” case
in which there had been a 3 1/2 year
delay in legal proceedings.

The 3-1/2 year delay was the result
of “a conspiracy undertaken to deny
the natural father any knowledge of
his son’s existence,” said Illinois
Supreme Court Justice James D.
Heiple, in the court’s decision, order-
ing the child's return to the natural
parents.

“The purpose of adoption is to pro-
vide a home for a child, not a child for
a home,” said Justice Heiple. Heiple
accused the Illinois legislature, and
Governor Jim Edgar. of a “crass polit-
ical move” in passing the legislation,
with the goal of changing the
Supreme Court’s decision.

“Both the governor and the mem-
bers of the general assembly who sup-
ported this bill. might be well advised
to return to the classroom and take
up civics 101,” said Judge Heiple.

According to news accounts, a
social worker, the social worker's
adoption attorney, and the prospec-
tive adoptive parents convinced the
mother to give birth to the child at a

RETE
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secret loeation, and to tell the father
that the child had died at birth. The
father learned of the deception on the
57th day after the child was born,
and immediately asserted his pater-
nal rights. The father and mother
later married, and both sought return
of the child.

The case is now being appealed to
the U.S. Supreme Court by the adop-
tive parents. :

In re the petition of John Doe and
Jane Doe husband and wife, to adopt
Baby boy Janikova (John Doe et al
appellees, Otakar Kirchner, appel-
lant), Docket No. 76063/Agenda
19/March, 1994, Governor Edgar’s
request for a re-hearing denied July
7, 1994, as reported in the Chicago
Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times, July
8.1994.

Parental Alienation

A mother’s conduct in encouraging
her daughter to avoid contact with
her father justifies immediate termi-
nation of the father’s child support
obligation, the New York Family
Court, Dutchess County, has decided.
The court recognized that New York’s
Domestic Relations Law stipulates
that one parent’s interference with
the other parent’s visitation rights
does not justify cancellation of child
support arrears. However, the court
said courts are not barred from sus-
pending child support until the inter-
ference abates.

The court said that, since the
divorce in 1986 (when the daughter
was 6), the mother had “created an
aura that over the years has made it
difficult if not impossible for there to
be a father-daughter relationship
established.” The father told the court
that he had not seen his daughter
since 1991, and that he had been
denied telephone access also.

In re Yost (Dourie), NY FamCT
Dutchess Cty, NYLJ 5/20/94

Continued on page 10
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Court Cases

Continued from page 9

Concealment of Child

A custodial parent who for many
years actively concealed a child from
the non-custodial parent cannot sub-
sequently collect child support arrear-
ages for the period of concealment,
the California Supreme Court ruled
on May 9. The court’s decision settled
a conflict between lower courts in the
state on the issue of whether there is
a concealment defense to collection of
arrearages. The case before the
Supreme Court involved a cougple who
were divorced in 1960.

According to the father, the mother
almost immediately disappeared with
the child, and from then until the
child became an adult in 1979 the
father had no way of making contact,
nor was he asked to pay child support.
In 1991, the mother sought payment
of child support arrearages. The Su-
preme Court agreed with the lower
court that concealment of the child was
a factor to consider, although it distin-
guished between concealment and
simple interference with visitation.

The Supreme Court noted that the
father had been unable to pay child
support, since he did not know where
the mother and child were, and that
arrearages would not go to support
the child, who was now an adult.
“The custodial parent should not be
allowed to make the payment impos-
sible, then seek arrearages after the
purpose of the judgment-payment of
support for the benefit of the child
has been defeated,” the Supreme
Court said.

Damico v. Damico Calif SupCt, No.
5033148, 5/9/94

Consent to International Move

A German citizen whose American
wife left their home in Germany with
their three children to visit her par-
ents in Massachusetts, and then
decided not to return to Germany
with the children, is entitled to the
immediate return of their children
under the Hague Convention on
International Child Abduction, the
U.S. District Court for the District of
Massachusetts held on April 15,
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1994. The court Fejected the wife's
assertion that the father consented to
the children’s remaining in the U.S,,
during a period in which the parents
attempted reconciliation. The court
said the children were “habitually
resident” in Germany, and that the
father's agreement to the children
staying in the U.S. while he attempt-
ed a reconciliation should not be con-
strued as an agreement to their stay-
ing permanently, if a reconciliation
was impossible.

Wanninger v. Wanninger DC
Mass, No. 94-30081, 4/15/94

AFDC Reimbursement

A father can be required to repay
the state of Florida money paid to a
mother under the Aid to Families
with Dependent Children (AFDC).
even though the divorce decree
specifically provided that there would
be no child support payments, the
Alabama Supreme Court has ruled.
When the divorce took place in 1988,
custody of the two children was split.
The father obtained custody of an
older daughter and the mother cus-
tody of a younger daughter. The
mother subsequently moved from
Alabama to Florida with the younger
daughter and for a period of time was
paid AFDC benefits by Florida.
Florida sought recovery of the bene-
fits from the father through the
Alakama courts. Alabama law says
that a state agency caring for a child
can obtain reimbursement from a
parent only for the amount of support
the parent is already required to pay.
However, the Alabama Supreme
Court said the fundamental right of a
child to financial support could not be
waived. The court was not persuaded
that the father met his duties by sup-
porting the older daughter. It said
the father could be liable for repay-
ment of the AFDC payments.

Ex Parte Alabama ex rel.
Summerlin; Ala SupCT, No. 192068,
12/17/93

Visitation Interference
Warrants Custody Change
A custodial mother’s interference

with the visitation rights of a child's
father is an adequate ground for

Continued on page 16

The Views of Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Acceptance of full parental respon-
sibility by men will make things gen-
uinely equal for women, says
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg. “This is my dream of the
way the world should be,” presum-
ably also because of the benefit to
children, Ginsburg indicated in an
interview in The New York Times,
January 7, 1994.

Some of the questions and answers
in the interview were as follows:

Q. An unprecedented step you've
taken is agreeing to a flexible sched-
ule for one of your law clerks. What
made you decide to do that?

A. You have in mind David Post.
David clerked for me in the D.C.
Circuit. I'm very grateful he was will-
ing to come back to help me this first
year. When I received his application
for a clerkship several years ago, he
explained he was attending
Georgetown at night rather than in
the day because his wife, an econo-
mist, had a demanding job, so he
attended to the children in the morn-
ing and early afternoon.

I thought, “This is my dream of the
way the world should be.” When
fathers take equal responsibility for
the care of their children, that's when
women will truly be liberated. I was
so pleased to see that there are
indeed men who are doing a parent’s
work, men who do not regard that as
strange.

People like David, I hope will be
role models for other men who may
be fearful they won’t succeed in their
profession if they spend time caring
for their children, or are concerned
they will be thought of as less than a
man if family is of prime importance.

More than anything else, I believe
the acceptance of full parental
responsibility by men will make
things genuinely equal for women.
Women will have truly equal opportu-
nity when men accept responsibility
for raising children to the same
extent that women do. Is that an
impossible dream? 1 don’t think so.
The fact that there arc people like
David Post in the world encourages
me.
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Number 1513
in the National Combined Federal Campaign

We are a member of the Children’s Charities of America (CCA). Look for CCA’s
listing in the front section of the CFC Brochure, then turn to the page given for
CCA’s members. We are number 1513.

YOU MUST DESIGNATE 1513 FOR CRC TO RECEIVE FUNDS.

The Children's Rights Council works to assure that children of separation and divorce obtain
as much emotional and financial support as children of intact marriages.

Some of CRC's accomplishments:

e Publicized findings that children with two parents generally have fewer problems with drugs
and crime than children with only one parent. Proposed changes in attitudes and laws in
order to encourage a child’s bonding to two parents and extended family.

Provided the necessary data that led Congress to provide funds for the first time in history
to unprove access (visitation) between children and their non-custodial parents.

Promoted the school-based “Banana Splits” program {o help children of separation and
divorce channel the ‘ransition in their lives into stronger academic achievernent.

Award-winner for assisting a county outside Washington, D.C., (Prince George’s, My) in
hiring staff to improve bonding between children and their non-custodial parents.

Won a court case in Ohio upholdirg a joint custody (shared parenting) agreement approved
in Florida between two parents that one of the parents sought to repudiate when the
parents moved to Ohio.

Won a court case in New Jersey upholding a law that allows a judge to give custody to

Parent B if Parent A seeks to permanently remove the child to another state without
sufficient reason.

Provided assistance to parents and professionals on how to get through the divorce process
in the most peaceful, problem-free way, so as to take the stress out of divorce. Money that
would be spent on battling between the parents is available for the children.

CRC only receives funds that vou actually designatel
DESIGNATE NUMBER 1513 IN THE COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN.

The Children’s Rights Council is a national non-profit organization at 220 I St., NE #230,
Washington, D.C. 20002-4362. Phone: 202/547-6227 FAX: 202/546-4272. To obtain a copy
of our Catalog of Resources, Directory of Parenting Organizations, Affiliation Book, Annual
Report. or latest audit, write or call CRC. Thank you.

Please reproduce this flyer and distributc it anywhere in the U.S. to {cderal oflices, U.S. Post
Offices, and military bases for the October nationwide federal charity campaign.

All artwork trademarked or trademark pending, CRC

COPY, DISTRIBUTE, AND POST IN FEDERAL 'OFFIQU‘;ES, POST OFFICES, MILITARY BASES
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ALSO KNOWN AS

NAtioMAL (Ouneil- For Children's RiGhts

CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHILDREN'S RIGHTS COUNCIL (CRC)

CRC works to strengthen families through education. We favor family formation and
family preservation, but if families break up, or are never formed, we work tc assure a
child the frequent and continuing contact with two parents and extended family the child
would normally have during marriage. Our motto is "The Best Parent is Both Parents."

For the child's benefit, CRC favors parenting education before marriage, during
marriage, and in the event of separation. We work to demilitarize divorce between parents
who are involved in marital disputes, substituting conciliation and mediation for the
adversarial process, and providing for fair financial child support. We also favor school-
based programs for children at risk.

There are several ways you can contribute to the Children's Rights Council:

o through the Combined Federal Campaign if you work for the federal
government at any federal office, post office, or military base. CRC is listed as
Number 1513 (the same number as last year) in the Children's Charities of
America listing;

if you work for the state governments in Florida, Maryland, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Wisconsin, where we are expected to be listed,
because we are recognized as charities in those states;

in the Washington, D. C. and San Francisco Bay Area United Way campaigns,
where we are also listed as Number 1513;

If you wish to contribute to CRC through a United Way in some other part of
the country, where we are not listed, please ask your employer if you can
designate (write in) CRC;

or if you wish to contribute dircctly to CRC, write to CRC, 220"'1"" Street, N.E.,
Suite 2306, Washington, D.C. 20002.

Contributions accepted on Visa, MC, or Discovery credit cards.

All contributions are tax-deductible.

CHILDREN FIRST! THANK YOU!
To join, or for more information , call 1-800-787-KIDS

220 Eye Street N.E., Ste. 230, Washington, D.C. 20002-4362 Telephone (202) 547-6227 1-800-787-KIDS
Fax (202) 546—4CRC (4272) .

COPY., DISTRIBUTE, AND POST FOR UNITED wllui , WORKPLACE AND STATE CAMPAIGNS
r
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SUPERVISED ACCESS (VISITATION) PROVISIONS IMPROVED

An initial reading of the crime bill recently signed into law
indicates the Wellstone/Sabo provision has been improved. Supervised
visitation is one of 14 programs that will have to vie for $90 million
in funds over the next several years. Who can quality to run supervised
visitation centers appears to be open--not restricted to domestic
violence shelters as in the original bill. Funding for these programs
will be decided in 1995, after which groups can apply for funds.

There are other prevention programs in other parts of the crime bill
involving mentoring, tutoring, etc. which your group might qualify for,
in addition to running supervised visitation and neutral drop-off and
pick-up centers. Call the local office of your Congressmember and ask
for a copy of the crime bill, or consult the Congressional Record for
either August 21 or August 25, 1994, where the crime bill is printed.

Custody reform activists are a natural for funding. Combine your
wide experience and non-profit group status to set up a supervised
visitation center. For some of the materials you will need to set up
such a program, send $10.00 for postage and handling to either CRC or
Dick Woods, 3623 Douglas Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 50310.

ACTION ALERT!!! ACTION ALERT!!! ACTION ALERT!!!

Congressmembers are not getting enough letters from people who want
balance and fairness in family law legislation.

Write a letter such as the one below.

Representative Senator
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Representative ---- Dear Senator ---

Children need their parents! Non-custodial parents need Jjobs,
access/visitation/parenting time enforcement, and more balance in family
law legislation.

Child support laws are causing billions of dollars of losses to the
federal government (the states get incentives to collect support which
the states use not to help children, but to build roads and bridges).

General Accounting Office studies and Census Bureau studies say that
both custodial and non-custodial parents are dissatisfied with the child
support bureaucracy, and that the best way to ensure support payments
(and to help parent-deprived children avoid crime and drugs) is to
involve parents in the raising of their children.

We need more carrots, not sticks! Require parenting education, job
programs, and access/visitation/parenting time rights for children!

Sincerely yours, (sign your name)

Get others to write! Send copjes of letters to CRC. Thank you!.

220 Eye Street N.E., Ste. 230, Washington, D.C. 20002-4362 Telephone (202) 547-6227 1-800-787-KIDS
Fax (202) 546-4CRC (4272)
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Join The Child;'en’s Rights Council
On A 4 Night Bahamas Cruise

On Board . . . The Big Red Boat . ..
Star/Ship

“OCEANIC”

AUGUST 7 - 11, 1995

The BIG RED BOAT has the most extensive kid’s program afloat .
Offering so many activities, they can enjoy their vacation while you enjoy yours.

Prices start as low as $489.00 for the adults and $265.00 per child.

Rates include all on board meals, entertainment and activities.

For a free brochure or additional information,

Call Adventures at Sea Travel at 800-852-2009.

Space is Limited. Call Now!
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress

We are including important bills
and resolutions in Congress affecting
families. A bill, unlike a resolution,
requires a state or parent to do some-
thing; a resolution expresses the
wishes of Congress, but does not
require action. H. or H.R. refers to the
House of Representatives, S. refers to
the Senate. The phone number of the
committee handling the bill is provid-
ed below; you may call to check on the
status of legislation, or express your
views. It is even more important to let
your own Representative and
Senators know your views. The capi-
tol switchboard, which can connect
you with the officers of all members of
Congress and committees, is (202)
CA4-3121 (224-3121). This is a 24-
hour switchboard, that can provide
you night and day with names,
addresses and direct phone numbers
of all members of Congress. During
normal business hours on weekdays,
the switchboard can connect you with
any Congressional office on Capitol
Hill. To save on expenses, you can
contact the Congressmembers’ locai
branch office in your district.

As part of the Clinton Administra-
tion budget bill, passed by a narrow
margin in 1993, Congress approved a
child support provision that sets up a
hospital-based program for the voiun-
tary acknowledgment of paternity
during a period immediately preced-
ing or following the birth of a child.

CRC favors parentage establish-
ment, which means that both parents
would acknowledge their financial.
custody and access responsibilities
and rights involving the child. The
forms would not determine the extent
of financial, custody and access
involvement, only that both parents
acknowledge such mutual rights and
responsibilities exist.

Officials at the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS)
are considering these forms, devel-
oped by Laurie Casey, CRC senior
policy analyst. Obtain a copy from
[.aurie and submit it with a covering
letter from you urging its adoption to
David Gray Ross, Director, Office of

Child Support Enforcement, HHS,
370 L'’Enfant Promenade, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20201. Also submit the
forms, which are already being con-
sidered by Vermont officials, to offi-
cials in your state. For a copy, contact
Laurie at P.O. Box 81, Moriah Cen-
ter, NY 12961, phone (518) 942-3366.
Enclose $5 for postage and handling.

Welfare Reform

H.R. 4605 and S. 2224 (see front page
article)H.R. 3500, to provide welfare families
with the education, training, job search, and
work experience needed to prepare them to
leave welfare within two years; to increase the
rate of paternity establishment for children
receiving welfare benefits, to provide states
with greater flexibility in providing welfare, and
to strengthen child support enforcement. Rep.
Bob Michael (R-1L), (202) 225-6201, and
referred to four committees.

Other welfare bills include H.R. 4498, intro-
duced by Rep. Patsy Mink (D-HA). and 42 other
Democrats; H.R. 4414, introduced by Rep. Dave
McCurdy, D-OK, a House Republican bill (H.R.
3500), and sharply restrictive bills (H.R. 4473
and S. 2134). For a 16-page summary of wel-
fare proposals. ask your House memnber or
Senators (at local office in your state) to send
you the Library of Congress’s Congressional
Research Service's “Time-Limited Welfare
Proposals” Issue Brief updated June 28. 1994
(or later version).

Financial Child Support

There are about 60 bills in Congress on child
support. Here are highlights of some of themn.

S. 689. the comprehensive “Bradley bill”
(named for its primary sponsor. Sen. Bill
Bradieyv, D-NJ). which would require the states
to revoke professional. business, and drivers
licenses of parents who owe support, referred to
Senate Finance Committee (202) 224-4515.

See also H.R. 1600. sponsored by Rep.
Marge Roukema (R-NJ). (referred to Consumer
Credit and Insurance Subcommittee of House
Judiciary Committee (202) 225-8872. with vari-
Ous CO-SPONSOTS.

H.R. 454. which affects jurisdiction for c¢hild
support cases, passed by the House. being con-
sidered by the Senate. Discussed in
Summer/Fall 1993 “Speak Out for Children.”

H.R. 555. to ensure that any overdue child
support obligations are reported to consumer
credit reporting organizations. Sponsored by
Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-CA). Incorporated into
H.R. 915 tsee below). for which a hearing was
held before a House subeommittee in June,
1994, at which CRC President David L. Levy
testified.

H.R. 619. to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to assure the completeness and
accuraey of consumer information maintained
by credit reporting agencies, by including debts
owed in the form of unpaid child support by
non-custodial parents. Intradueed by Rep.
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McCandless (R-CA), referred to subcommittee
on Consumer Credit Service of Committee on
Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs (202)
225-8872.

H.R. 215, would, in regard to child support,
deny business and professional licenses to oblig-
ors, provide for credit bureau reporting.
Intrcduced by Rep. Patricia Schroeder (D-CO:,
referred to Subcommittee on Economic and
Commercial Law of House Judiciary Committee
(202) 225-2825.

H.R. 1961, similar to the Bradley bill to
revoke occupational, professional and business
licenses. and revoke drivers’ licenses for those
who owe child support; would authorize the
IRS to collect child support. The bill would also
establish a National Child Support Guidelines
Commission; and provide for international
child support erforcement. Introduced by Rep.
Barbara Kennelly (D-CT}, (202) 225-2265,
referred to Committees on Ways and Means,
the Judiciary, Natural Resources, Banking.
Finance and Urban Affairs. Armed Services,
Foreign Affairs. Post Office and Civil Service,
and House Administration.

H.R. 1995, would amend the IRS code to
allow an exemption where a noncustodial par-
ent provides over half of the support of the
child for a calendar year to claim such child as
a dependent. The bill was introduced by Rep.
Harold Volkmer (D-MO), and referred to the
Commictee on Ways and Means (202)
225-3625. (Current law gives the child deduc-
tion to the custodial parent regardless of the
parents' relative support contributions).

H.R. 2241. would provide for the establish-
ment of a committee to assist the Secretary of
Health and Human Services in developing new
criteria and standards for audits of state chiid
support programs, and require the Secretary to
promulgate regulations to modify such audits
to emphasize program outcomes. Introduced by
Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA), and veferred to
Committee on Ways and Means (202)
225-3625.(This bill would provide for account-
ability of state child support programs).

H.R. 2355. to require a parent who is delin-
quent in child support to include his unpaid
obligation in gross income, and to allow custo-
dial parents a bad debt deduction for unpaid
child support payments. Introduced by Rep.
Christopher Cox (R-CA), referred to the Ways
and Means Committee, (202) 225-3625.

H.R. 2396, to increase access of state child
support enforcement agencies to certain finan-
cial information of non-custedial parents, and
to encourage states to improve their enforce-
ment of child support obligations. Introduced
by Rep. Olympia Snow, referred to Consumer
Credit Subcommittee, (202) 255-6306.

H.R. 2572. Although supposedly a crime
bill, dealing with drug trafficking near schaols,
sexual exploitation of children and sex offenses.
the bill increases interstate enforcement of
financial child support orders, and provides
fines and imprisonment for international
parental kidnapping. Rep. Bill McCollum (D-
FL), referred to Judiciary Committee. (202)
255-2176.

H.R. 2790, to ensure economic equity for
American women and their families by enhane-
ing economic self-sufficiency through public

Continued on page 12
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Bills and Resolutions
Continued from page 11

and private pension reform and improved chiid
support enforcement. Rep. Patricia Schroeder
(D-COy, (2021 225-4431, and referred to two
committees.

H.R. 3694, to garnish retirement pay of fed-
eral employees for child abuse payments. At a
hearing on July 12, American Fathers
Coalition Senior Legislative Analyst Stuart
Miller testified that Congress should not pass
the bill unless it were equally applied to men
and women. while Ck(C President David L.
Levy testified that this judgment should not he
singied out for colleciion against retirement
pay.

H.R. 4367. to provide for division of pension
benefits upon divorce, unless otherwise provid-
ed in qualified in domestic relations orders.
Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-CT). (202) 225-2265.
and referved to two committess.

H.R. 4570, the Child Support Responsibility
Act of 1994, which would in part relate to the
attachment of public and private retirement
funds and would deny federal benefits, loans,
and employment to persons who owe child sup-
port. Sponsored by Rep. Patricia Schroeder +D-
CO). At a House hearing on July 12, American
Fathers Coalition spokesman Stuart Miller
called for incentives. rather than stiictly pun-
ishment. At the same hearing, CRC President
David L. Levy testified that denying empinv-
ment to persons who owe financial child sup-
port was the height of absurdity. The hill was
approved by a House committee.

Access/Visitation

S. 870. the Wellstone bill, that would autho-
rize organizations experienced in family vio-
lence problems to handle supervised visitation
and neutral drop-off and pick-up of childre.
Passed as part of the crime bill. (More informa-
tion in next isgue.)

S. 967. 1o provide for the Internal Revenue
Service to colleet financial child support.
Introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (D-AL).
Referred to Senate Finance Committee (202:
224-4515.

Family Preservation

S. 106, to recognize grand-
parents who serve as the prima-
ry caregivers to their grandchil-
dren, and to provide assistance
to such grandparents under cer-

) tain programs. Sen. Richard 3.

¥ N\l Cohen (R-ME). referred to

Rockefeller Finance Committee, (202) 224-
4515.

S. 561, Child and Family Services and Law
Enforcement Partnership Act, designed to pre-
vent community violence by facilitating inter-
action between child and family service organi-
zations, law enforcement agencies. local educa-
tional agencies, and other ecommunity organiza-
tions, ways to help prevent violence, and to pro-
vide services to those who have witnessed vio-
lenee. Sponsored by Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CTh,
and passed by Senate as part of the Crinte bill,
8. 1607.

8. 596, the comprehensive "Rockefeller hill”,
named for its primary sponsor, Sen. John .J.
Rockefeller, (D-WVI Thas family preservation
and child protection reform act would provide
funds to provide services to help prevent abuse,
neglect and family disintegration; would fund
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intensive fzx'mily p-eservation programs
designed to help children at risk of foster care
placement remamn with their families tinclud-
ing adoptive families). Referred to Finance
Conmunittee 1202) 224.4515,

H.R. 455, to amend Title IV of the Social
Security Act to remove the barriers and disin-
centives in the program of AFDC (Aid to
Famiiies with Dependent Children that pre-
vent recipients of such aid from moving toward
self-sufticiency. Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall
113-OH 0. referred to Subcommittee on Human
Resources of Committee on Ways and Means
12021 225-3625. This bill is expected to be incor-
porated into the forthcoming Welfare Reform
bill.

H.R. 520, the Link-Up for Learning Act,
would provide programs for at-risk youth, with
the goal of improving their educational perfor-
mance. Sponsored by Nita Lowev. D-CA. (202
225-6506.,

H.R. 741. to amend Title IV of the Social
Security Act to provide welfare families with
the education, training, job search, and work
experience to prepare them to leave welfare
within two years, to authorize states to conduct
demonstration projects to test the effectiveness
o1 policies designed to help people leave welfare
and increase their financial security.
Introduced by Rep. Clay Shaw (R-FL). Human
Resources Subcommittee of House Ways and
Means (202) 225-1025.

H.R. 1033, to provide grants
to improve the quality and
availability of comprehensive
education, health and social ser-
vices for at-risk youth and their
families, and for other purposes.

" Introduced by Rep. Maxine
Waters, 12021 225-2201, and
referred to Committees on
Education and Labor. and Energy and

Commerce.

FLR. 1800, to provide set-aside programs for
pregnant teenagers that include health carve.
Jjob training, mentor support and counselling
services. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene
Unsoeld (D-WA), referred to Elementary.
Secondary and Vocational Educational
Committee of Committee on Education and
Labor (2021 225-4368.

Waters

Tax Code

S. 254, to ensure that any peace dividend is
mvested in America’s families and deficit
reduction. Sec. 606A states “The Secretary of
the Treasury shall increase the personal
exemption for individuals as determined under
section 151 of the IRS code of 1986..."
Introduced by Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX),
referred to Committee on Budget (202)
224-0642 and Committee on Governmental
Affairs (2021 224-4751.

S. 434. to amend the IRS code to allow tax-
payers a bad debt deduction for unpaid child
support payments and to require the inclusion
in income of ¢hild support payments which a
taxpayer does not pay—thus taxing the obligor
twice (The obligor already pays tax on income
that should have been allocated for child sup-
poit. and this bill would tax him or her again
for those portions not paidi. Sponsored by Sen.
Dale Bampers (D-AR), referred to Senate
Finance Committee (202) 224-4525.

H.R. 435, to provide tax relief for families,
by providing an additional $600 tax deduction
for a family for cach child under age 19. No

provision for who would be eligi-
ble for this increased deduction
in cases of divorce. Introduced
by Rep. Frank Wolf {R-VA),
referred to Committee on Ways
and Means (202) 225-3625.

H.R. 939. to amend the IRS
code to simplify the definition of
dependent, to provide a uniform
definition of child, and for other purposes.
Introduced by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
(D-NY). referred to the Finance Committee
12021 224-4515.

H.R. 773, the “Uniform Child Support
Enforcement Act of 1993 would amend the
IRS code and the Social Security Act to repeal =
provisions relating to state enforcement of
financial child support and to require the IRS
to collect support through wage withholding.
Introduced by Rep. Hyde (R-1L), referred to
subcomniittee on Human Resources (202)
225-1025 of the House Judiciary Committee.

Domestic Violence

S.6. Sexual Assault Prevention Act of 1993.
sponsored by Sen. Bob Dole, designed to pre-
vent and punish sexual violence and domestic
violence against woiaen. This bill was
absorbed in part by S. 11, “The Biden Rill,” the
Violence Against Women Act. which was unan-
imously approved by the Senate Judiciary
Committee, and was incorporated into the $1.3
billion crime bill passed by the Senate.
Provides $1.8 billion to prevent und punish sex-
ual violence and domestic violence against
women. and to establish a national task force
on violence against women.

H.R. 522, to provide a grant to a nonprofit
organization to establish and operate a nation-
al domestic violence hotline. See. 2(2) states
that the hotline shall provide "victims of
domestic violence needed access to resources
which will refer such victims and their children
to safe homes and shelters.” Introduced by Rep.
Constance Morella (R-MD1. Passed as part of
the crime bill.

Wolf

Custody

S. 6. spunsored by Sen. Robert Dole (R-KS),
and H.R. 688, sponsored by Rep. Susan
Molinari (R-NY). express the sense of Congress
that joint custody should not be given to spouse
abusers. Congress passed a similar joint cus-
tody resolution several yvears ago sponsored by
Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD! (if Congress is
going to enter the custody area. traditionally
reserved for the states. it should recommend
joint custody—shared parenting—as a first
option for fit parents, especially as the Census
Bureau reports that parents with joint custody
and visitation pay far more in financial support
than parents without joint custody and visita-
tion. Congress is expected to eonsider strong
financial support legislation this year, and so
statistics on who pays and why is important for
Congress to factor into its deliberations).

S. 8. to control and prevent erime. Seetion
2262(2) of the bills says “joint eustody forced
upon hestile parents can create a damaging
psychological environment for a child,” while
Section 2262(5) sayvs "It is the sense of the
Congress that, for the purpose of determining
child custody. evide rce establishing that a par-
ent engages in physical abuse of a spouse
should create a statut. 'y presumption that it is

Continued on page 13
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Bills and Resolutions

Continued from page 12

detrimental to the child to be placed in the cus-
tudy of the abusive spouse.” Introduced by Sen.
Orrin Hatch (R-UT), referred to Judiciary
Committee 1202) 224-5225.

H.R. 688. similar to S. 8 tabove). Introduced
by Rep. Susan Molinari (R-NY), referred to the
subcommittee or: Crime and Criminal Justice
of House Judiciary Committee 12021 226-2406.

Child Abuse

H.R. 1120. to strengthen the federal prohi-
bitions against assaulting children. Rep. Jim
Ramstad (R-MN 1, referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary, 12021 225-2871.

H.R. 2033. to provide for better protection of
children from physical and mental abuse. Rep.
Mel Revnolds (D-[L1, referred to the Cominittee

on Ways and Means. (202) 225-
0773.

H.R. 3588. to amend the
Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act to require a
state, in order to be eligible for
a grant for child abuse and
neglect prevention and treat-
Goodling  ment programs, to have in
effect a state law providing for the prosecution
of a person who makes a report of child abuse
or neglect without having a reasonable belief
that the report is true. Rep. William Goodling
tR-PA), 1202) 225-5836. Referred to the

Committee on Education and Labor.

Crime

H.R. 3315, recogmizes the dif-
ficuity of primary caretaker par-
ents who are jailed from main-
taining relationships with their
children: would enable eligible
prisoners to live in community
correctional facilities with their

Washington children. Rep. Craig Washing-
ton (D-TX), (202 225-3816. and referrcd to two
committees.

H.R. 4033. 0 assist in the prevention of
crime by initiating a comprehensive communi-
ty justice program, including a policy partner-
ship for children and might sports leagues as
well as community academics for juveniles who
hay e been incarcerated or are determined to be
at risk of violating criminal law. Rep. Charles
E. Schumer (D-NY), 202.225-6616. and
referred to several committees,

Other bills

H.R. 2994, to escablish an Office of Family
Support in the Department of Justice, 1o make
grants fo state and local law enforcement
departments. for counselling of law enforce-
mert officers, marital and adolescent support
groups. stress reduction programs. and stress
education for law enforcement recruits and
families. Rep Patricia Schroeder tD-CO1L and
referred to Judiciary Committee, 12021 225-
4431,

S. 1138, Because of the difficulty of sup-
porting families on a single wage and the
growth of single parent families, a bill to pro-
vide resources for child-centered activities on
public school factlities. Sen. John Danforth 1R-
MOy, referred to Committee on Labor and
Human Resources, (2021224-4154

Manpower Demonstration
Project

The Parents Fair Share Program,
a federally funded pilot program oper-
ated in nine states, has achieved 90%
compliance with financial child sup-
port orders by providing education
and retraining for unemployed and
underemployed obligors whose chil-
dren are receiving AFDC benefits.
Participants are also enrolled in
peer support groups to assist them
with the development of parenting
skills while assuring that they
remain involved with their children.
The cost is $1,400 per participant.
The Washington Post reported
“The two-year project demolished
some stereotypes attached to parents
who are delinquent in child support”
(Washington Post Feb. 11, 1994).
Testimony
before the House
Ways and Means
Committee,
March 15, 1994
illustrated the

CRC Guideline

Continued from page 4

is the Office of Child Support
Enforcement’s Child Support Refer-
ence Center, located at 3709
L’Enfant Promenade SW, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20447. There is no charge
for the publication, as long as sup-
plies last.

Copies of the guideline itself as
published by the government are
available from CRC for $5.00 for
CRC members, and $10.00 for non-
members, including shipping and
handling.

If you would like to contact Don
Bieniewicz, author of the guideline,
for his assistance in getting this
guideline passed in the states, write
him at 1004 Fairoaks Road, Vienna,
VA 23181, or phone 703-255-0837
(evenings).

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

YES!! Please send Kips ExPRESS to the following kid.

desire for fathers
to be involved
with and to help
support their chil-
dren.

Gordon Berlin,
Senior Vice Pres-
ident of the Man-
power Demon-
stration Research
Corporation, told
the House Com-
mittee that “The
Parents Fair
Share pilot experi-
ence... lays bare
several sobering
realities about the
potential of
‘enforcement’ only
strategies for
increasing (finan-
cial) child support
collections from
the parents of
ADFC children...
The hard truth is
that many non-
custodial parents
do not pay be-
cause they have
no income. Before
they can pay. they
need jobs.”
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Enclosed is a check or money order (made out to

Kids Express) for $19.95 fora | year, 12 issue subscription.
Please check here if you heard about Kids Express
through Children's Rights Council. If checked a portion
of the subscription will be donated to CRC.

PLEASE PRINT.

Name Birthdate _

Address

City State Zip

Mail to Kids Express. P.O. Box 782, Littleton. C0 80160-0782

PENPAL OR SUBMISSION
FORM

Use this form to submit fiction, nonfiction, poetry, advice or
wishe;‘sl <])r to have your name and address published on the
PenPal list.

PLEASE PRINT:

Name of author
Address
City

Age

State Zip

1 give permussion for my child's work or address to be published in KIDS
EXPRESS. | am the child’s legal guardian or purent.
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The CRC Book, “The Best Parent
is Both Parents,” is featured in the
Midwest Book Review, March, 1994
issue. The Review “covers the very
best of large and small new publica-
tions, and has a circulation of more
than 80.000, including acquisition
librarians,” according to Russell
Robertson of Hampton Roads
Publishing Company, the publisher of
the CRC book.

The 157-page book, which contin-
ues to sell at bookstores and through
CRC, offers tips to parents and pro-
fescionals on how to maintain
involvement by both parents in the
event of divorce. The price of the
book is $9.95. Ask a local bookstore
for the book; or order from CRC. For
orders from CRC, add $3.00 for
postage and handling. Book orders for
CRC should be addressed to CRC
Books, P.O. Box 5568, Friendship
Station, Washington, D.C. 20016.

Thanks re: Supernaw

CRC wishes to thank Ron Hoosier,
a CRC member in Virginia, who was
instrumental in helping CRC make
contact with Doug Supernaw, who
has become a national spokesperson
for CRC. Thank you, Ron, and all oth-
ers who make contacts for, and net-
work with, the CRC message.

Intellectual Property Services

Charlie Ruggiero. who obtained
trademark protection for CRC, is a
specialist in trademark, patent, copy-
right, and licensing law. He is a part-
ner in the law firm of Ohlandt,
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Inside CRC
Greeley and Ruggiero, 1 Landmark

Square, Suite 903, Stamford, CT
06901, telephone (203) 327-6067.

Psychologist Available for
Expert Testimony

Dr. Israel Lichtenstein, Ed.D.,
licensed clinical psychologist,
researcher and CRC member, has
published materials on joint custody,
and has appeared in many court
cases as an expert witness on joint
custody. He helped write the Ohio
joint custody bill (Senate bill 3) that
allows judges to award joint custody
over the objections of a parent. He
may be reached at Marriage and
Divorce Counseling Center, 2100
Auburn Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45219,
phone (513) 651-9994.

Investment Accounts

Barry Ringelheim, a CRC member,
an investment counselor with the
Barnev, Shearson and Lehman
investment firm, will invest your con-
tribution to CRC in a money market
account. and also advise you on your
personal investment needs. Barry can
be reached in New York City at 1-
800-635-0013.

Director of Parenting
Education Programs

Elizabeth Hickey, director of
Utah's mandatory parenting educa-
tion program, the first state-wide pro-
gram of its kind, has accepted as
CRC's first national director of par-
enting education programs. Hickey
will work with the many CRC chap-
ter heads and other individuals inter-
ested in establishing parenting edu-
cation programs in their states.

ERROR

In our Spring, 1994, issue of
“Speak Out for Children,” the years
for which Karen DeCrow was presi-
dent of the National Organization for
Women (N.O.W.) were incorrectly
stated. The correct vears are 1974-77.

CRC is Number 1513

in Charity Drive

CRC thanks everyone who con-
tributes to CRC in the charity drives
that take place in all federal govern-
ment offices each October. Campaign
time is upon us again. You can con-
tribute to CRC several different ways
this Fall:

* through the Combined Federal
Campaign if you work for the federal
government at any federal office, post
office, or military base. CRC is listed
as Number 1513 (the same number
as last year) in the Children’s
Charities of America listing, which is
part of the Independent Charities of
America;

* if you work for the state govern-
ments in Florida, Maryland, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and
Wisconsin, where we are expected to
be listed;

*in the Washington, D.C. and San
Francisco (Bay Area) United Way
campaigns, where we are also listed
as number 1513.

If you wish to contribute to CRC
through a United Way in some other
part of the country, where we are not
listed, please ask your employer if
you can designate (write in) CRC.

If you wish to make your tax-
deductible contribution direct to CRC,
send it to CRC, 220 “I" Street, Suite
230, Washington, D.C. 20002.

CRC also wishes to thank all those
who contribute to CRC through the
Global Focus credit card campaign
run by MBNA American Bank. in
Newark, Delaware.

Change of Address

To keep newsletters and
other materials coming,
please notify CRC three
weeks in advance of any
address change. Send old
and new address to CRC, 220
“I” Street N.W., Suite 230,
Washington, DC 20002.

1]




Chapter News

Maryland

Make-up of Access (Visitation)
Becomes Law

Maryland has passed an access
(visitation) enforcement bill, which
provides three remedies for interfer-
ence with visitation: (1} make-up of
visitation; (2) modification of the visi-
tation order with additional terms
designed to ensure future compli-
ance: or (3) assessment of costs or
counsel fees against the person who
interfered with visitation.

Under make-up of visitation, if,
say, a weekend of access had been
denied by the custodial parent to the
child and non-custodial parent, a
judge could order an extra weekend
of access, to make up for the time
that was missed.

For modification, this could
involve increasing the amount of visi-
tation or providing terms more agree-
able to the non-custodial parent. This
might mean. for the above example,
ordering an extra two weekends of
access, not just the one make-up
weekend,;

A judge could also assess costs or
counsel fees to be paid for by the cus-
todial parent.

A judge has the authority to order
any or all of the three remedies. but
it helps if parents are aware of such a
law, and thus know what to request.
The law, which takes effect October
1, 1994, is in Section 9-105 of the
annotated code of Maryland.

Copies of the new law can be pro-
vided by Harvey Walden, CRC coor-
dinator in Maryland, at 417 Pershing
Drive, Silver Spring. MD 20910, for
$3.00 for postage and handling.

Ask the legislators in your state to
introduce such legislation, if it is not
already in effect.

Walden credits a numbher of
Maryland custody reform activists
for working closely with legisiators in
Annapolis over several years to
obtain passage of the new law.

Fund-Raising in New
York State
The New York State chapter of

CRC has raised funds from Burger
King and Parents Without Partners
International (PWP).

As to Burger King, the outlet in
the upstate Binghamton, New York
area provides free flyers to CRC
members, who distribute them in the
neighborhood of the store during cer-
tain hours. Customers who then
enter Burger King during those hours
and say they would like a portion of
the profits to go to CRC, produce
about $120 in profits from sales dur-
ing a three-hour period.

Kim Boedecker-Frey, president of
the chapter, urges people to check
with their local Burger Kings else-
where in the country to see if they
will cooperate in such a venture.

As to PWP, the local PWP chapter
has given $792 profit from one of
their dances to the New York State
CRC, because a goal of PWP

International is to benefit charities
such as CRC.

The local PWP group asked
Boedecker-Frey to speak at their

August meeting about CRC.

The CRC chapter is also anticipat-
ing a grant from the New York State
Office of Mental Health of $750 to
cover the start-up costs of parent edu-
cation seminars to separating and
divorcing pa’ 2nts. The program has
the support of the three local family
court judges in Broome County. New
York (the Binghamton area).

Florida

Green Ribbons for Children
“Held Hostage”

Piotr Blass, head of CRC's south-
ern Florida chapter, has suggested
that green ribbons be displayed on
houses and as armbands to signal
that many children are being “held
hostage™ as a result of a system that
does not adequately distinguish
between real and false charges of
child sexual abuse.

Blass was, according to Dr.
Richard Sauber. a Boca Raton,
Florida psychologist, the victim of
“fulse and fabricated” charges of child
sexual abuse by two of the child’s rel-

J')")

atives. Sauber, who investigated the
case, made the statement in a June
15, 1994 letter to Florida Health and
Rehabilitative Services (HRS), the
state agency that handles allegations
of abuse.

Hundreds of Blass’s math students
at Palm Beach Atlantic College have
written letters of support attesting to
a healthy relationship between Blass
and his son David, age 5. Blass asked
that a blue sash be added to the green
ribbon for his son David.

The state investigation is reported-
ly nearly concluded.
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Dwight Twilley New
Spokesperson for CRC

Dwight Twilley, pop singer and
songwriter, who is author of the book
entitled Questions from Dad, has
accepted as a national spokesperson
for CRC.

Twilley, whose ballad “Why You
Warnna Break My Heart” was fea-
tured in the 1992 movie “Wayne’s
World,” sang and spoke at CRC’s con-
ference in April. He lives in Los
Angeles.

Twilley was inspired to write
Questions from Dad as a means of
keeping in touch with his daughter,
Dion.:a. The book has been featured
in People magazine, on The Maury
Povich show, and on satellite TV sta-
tion hook-ups.

The book contains questions and
illustrations from Twilley, and
responses from his daughter, who
wrote fun things and questions back
to her dad.

‘The book has been recommended
for parents and grandparents who
want to maintain contact with their
children and grandchildren.

In accepting as a spokesperson,
Twilley said that he is “looking for-
ward to a perfect world, and the day
when the Children’s Rights Council
will disband because it is no longer
necessary.”

“We are delighted that Dwight
Twilley has accepted as a national
spokesperson for CRC,” said CRC
president David L. Levy, “to lend his
talent, and his voice, to the cause of
children’s rights.”
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Grandparents Group, Other
Groups Form in 6 States

A grandparents group based in
Indiana has affiliated with CRC. The
group, called G.R.ILN.S,, which stands
for Grandparent Rights in New
Strength, is headed by Ray and Kay
Berryhill. G.R.IN.S. has 28 chapters
in Indiana, contacts in more than 30
states, and is listed as a resource
group with the American Association
of Retired Persons (AARP) in
Washington, D.C. G.R.I.N.S., which
replaces a grandparents’ group previ-
ously affiliated with CRC, was recom-
mended for affiliation by David Dinn,
CRC Indiana coordinator.

New CRC chapters have opened in
the past few months in
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Florida,
New Hampshire, Nebraska, and
Arkansas.

Michael Pitts is heading a chapter
in Boston. Shortly after giving widely-
praised testimony before legislative
committees in Boston, Pitts’s chapter
was cited by the Massachusetts
House of Representatives for its
efforts on behalf of children. Because
Pitts’ also works on the national level,
he has been named a policy advisor to
national CRC. Carl Bryden and Ted
Ell have also formed chapters in
Massachusetts.

Howard Lemell has formed a new
chapter in Florida. Lemell has taken
a leaf from the national CRC practice
of forming an advisory panel of
prominent individuals. in: this case
individuals who live or work primari-
ly in the south Florida geographic
area served by the chapter. The advi-
sors’ names on the chapter’s letter-
head stationery have already begun
to open doors for the chapter, said
Lemell.

Bob Adams, a long-time activist for
custody reform, has formed a
Comnnecticut chapter together with
Eleanora Drechsel, head of Mothers
Protecting Children. A crucial point
in Adams’ activism occurred several
years ago when his group threatened
to picket the home of the local con-
gresswoman, Rep. Barbara Kennelly
(D-CT). unless she would talk to the
group. She talked; the picketing did

not have to occur. Drechsel’s group
is, like national CRC, a member of
the Children’s Coalition of America,
a coalition of about 270 groups based
in Washington, D.C.

Dwayne Hall, an accountant, the
new Arkansas coordinator, lives in
Texarkana, which is half in
Arkansas and half in Texas. Dwayne
has set up a computer forum on the
Internet, called “KidsFirst”, phone
(9031 793-4994, fax: (903} 793-5593,
E-mail: DwayneH290@Delphi.Com,
Hotline: (800) 416-6259, Forum:
Custom forum 208 on Delphi
Internet Access, Delphi: {(800) 695-
4004 (Voice Line).

Bob Burk is assembling a group of
men and women to form a New
Hampshire chapter. Bob has attend-
ed the last two CRC conferences.

Lynn and Bill Huerter, long-time
custody reform advocates in
Nebraska, have affiliated their orga-
nization with CRC.

ivy Walker and Rick Grobe are
new heads of existing chapters in
California and Alaska, respectively.

Welfare Reform
Continued from page 3

A CRC delegation, headed by
Michael Pitts, director of CRC’s
Boston chapter, held separate meet-
ings in June with White House
Deputy Domestic Policy Advisor
William Galston and Child Support
Director David Gray Ross to discuss
CRC’s proposals. Both officials
praised CRC's empbhasis on strength-
ening families throug! . education.

American Fathers Coalition (AFC)
President Bill Harrington has also
held numerous meetings with
Administration officials and
Congressional staff to discuss AFC
proposals.

The National
Professional Engineers, based in
Alexandria, Virginia, issued a state-
ment opposing revocation of licenses
“based upon non (enginecring) prac-
tice related criteria (e.g. child support
orders, tax disputes, student loan
repayment, substance abuse. public
library infractions, or others).”

Survey on Infants
and Toddlers

Robert Fay, M.D., is interested
ir information about situations in
which children under age 3 are
being brought up or who were
brought up in two homes with two
separated parents. That is, Dr. Fay
needs people to contact him who
have or have had joint custody,
including overnights, of children
under age 3. As you may know,
Judith Wallerstein is doing funded
research on the effects of
overnights on children under 3,
and Wallerstein focuses on the
pathological (the worst case sce-
narios). Dr. Fay is interested in all
outcomes, good and bad. The work
Dr. Fay does may increase our
understanding of the issue. If you
have or have had joint custody of
infants under 3, contact Dr. Fay at
1618 Richard Street, Schenectady,
NY 12303, phone 518-393-2477.
Respondents will only have to
answer a questionnaire.

Society  of

Court Cases
Continued from page 10

changing physical custody to the
father, the lowa Supreme Court has
ruled. The parents had joint custody,
but the mother had primary physical
custody. The court found that the
mother’s interference with custody
adversely affected her ability to par-
ent the child. A move by the mother
from Iowa to Colorado did nothing to
improve her physical or financial situ-
ation, but simply resulted in limiting
the child’s contacts with the father,
the court noted.

In re Quirk-Edwards; lowa SupCt.,
No. 423/93-09. 12/22/93.

All but the first three cases above
cases are summarized from Family
Law Reporter. They appear here by
permission of the publisher, The
Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.
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Chapters exist in 2

If you live in a state where there is
a CRC chapter, we urge you to join
the chapter. In this way, you will be

9 states

becoming a member of the chapter,
you also become a member of national
CRC.

chapter in your own state or commu-
nity, write to Eric Anderson, address
below, and enclose $10.00 for photo-
copying and postage.

This 37-page booklet explains
everything you want to know about

networking with a chapter and
national CRC to reform custody law
and attitudes around the country. By

If you would like to learn if a chiap-
ter is forming in your state, write or
call CRC. If you would like to form a

Note:

affiliation.

CRC’s name is protected by
federal trademark law.

National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters

National Affiliate
Organizations

Mathers Without Custody MW/ 0C)
P.O. Box 27417

Houston, TX 77227-7418

Jennifer Isham, president
1-800-457-MWOC

Jowt membership m MW OC
335.00 a vear

and CRC:

Stepfamily Association of America (SAA)
215 Centennial Mall South. Suite 212

Lincoln, Nebraska 66505

O 4777837

Kevin Ricker. president

Jomt membership in SAN and CRC: §35.00
for the first year

Grandparent Rights in New Strength
(G.RIN.S)

0689 CR 5

Corunna, Indiana 16730

121912812384

Ray and Kay Berryvhill. co-directors
Contributions accepted to G RILN S,
Members of G.RILN S join CRC for 320 a vear

Kids Express

P.O. Box 782

Lattleton, CO 801600782

Landa Sartori, pubhsher

Subseription: $20 a year Meation CRC

CRC Chapters

Alabama

CRC of Alabanma

1".0). Box 750

Montrose. Al 36359
E.D Wilson, coordmator
12051 Y2R-0.46.4

Alaska

CRC of Alaska

Alaska Dads ard Mons
P.O Bux 92 ()M

Gan \Li\\\d coordmator

Alaska Family Suppirt Group
PO Box 111681

Anchorage. AK 99511-1691
071 56:3-1973

Rick Grobe, president

Arkansas

CRC of Arkansas

S0H K 25th St
Texarkana. AK 75502
VA0 T72-8000

BDwayne Hall, coardinatur

California

CRC of Calformia, Sacramento chapter
P.O. Box GOS1i

it o, (A 93860

(G161 6:35-25490

Potricia Gehlen, coordinator

CRC of Califorma. Solano Chapter
PO Bax 795

Susun City, CA G455

TOT V101504

vy Wanker, chair

Colorado

CRC af Colorade
156% Hlly Strect
Denver, (O 80220

1303) 31388266
Laurie Entreken. coordinator

Connecticut

Divoreed Men's Assn. of (T
P.O. Box 380576

E. Hartford. CT 08138.0576
12031 568-7742

Bob Adams. Prexaident

Mothers Protecting Chuldren
P.0. Box 196

Ansonia, CT 06401

Eleanora Drechsel. President
(2031 7341328

Delaware

CRC of Delaware
P.0O. Box 182
Bethel, DE 19931
13021 875-7353

Bill Barvell, coordinator
130217348522

James Morning. president

Florida

CRC of Florida

355 Shore Drive
Ellenton. FIL, 34222
(8131 722-R688

Krix Kline, coordinator

sauthern Florida chapter
113 W. Tara Lakes Drive
Beenton Beach, FLL 33436
14,01 395-R512

Piotr Blass. chair

southwest Florida chapter
7226 Golf Colony Court, #102
Lake Worth, FL 33467-39493
140719672636

Howard A. Lentell, chiar

Georgin

CRC of Georma

P.0). Box 70486

Marietta, GA 300070486
040 9287110

Sonny Burmester. coordmator

Hinois
CRC of Minvis
P.0). Box 786
Pekin, 1L 61
3049 697-3235

Ann Danner. coordimator

5-0756

Indiana

CRC of Indiana

2625 N. Meridian. Suite 202!
Indu: lndp()lh l\ 46208
317192
David Dinn. uxlrdnmlm

lowa

CRC of lowa

Father for Equal Right=. Inc.
3623 Douglnx Avenue

Des Momes, 1A 50310
1H151277-8789

ek Weosds, coordimator

Professionals Serving

Custadial and Non-Custadial Parent«
1502639511

Eric Borseth, preadent

Kansas/Missouri

CRC of KansasMissouri
5516 Mission Road
Fainvay, KS 66205-2721
19131 8310190

Roger Doeren, coordinator

Kentucky

CRC of Kentucky

1645 Robin Road
Owenshoro. KY 42301
1502) 6R4-7495

Tracy Cox, coordinator

Maryland

CRC of Marvland

417 Pershing Drive

Silver Spring. MD 20910
3011 588-0262

Harvev Walden. coordinator

Massachusetts

CRC of Boston

294 Washington Street #928
Bouston, MA 02108

16171 357-7050

Michael Pitts. director

DADD tDads Against Diverce Diserimmations
P.0. Box 933

Westborough, MA 01581

(508 867-1174

Carl Bryden. president

CRC of Cape Cod

1 Emily’s Lane
Sandwich. MA 02563
5081420-1701

Ted Ell, president

Concerned Fdlhus of Masszachusetts. Ine.
PG Box 2768

Springfield. MA 01101-276x

11131 736-7432

George Kelly, president

Sheila Sands, coordmator  §13737-4900

Minnesota

CRC of Minnesota

58905 Chateau Road N.
Richester, MN 55901

15071 289-6221

Bruce Kaskuhar. coordinator

Missouri - See Kansas/Missouri

Nebraska

CRC of Nebraska

Non-Custodial Parents of Nebraska
0. Box 300

Bavs Town. NI 68010-0300
4020330-45067

Bill and Lyn Hineter, chairs

New Jersey

New Jerses Counal for Children’s Rights
INJCCRY

P.0). Box 316

Pluckemun. New Jersey 079780316
(20116949323

Rwhard Martun. president

New Hampshire

39 Harvard Street
Nashua, NH 03060.6:321
1603 8619617

Bab Burk. chan

Sreak Ovt For CHILDREN

New York

CRC of New York

231 Main Street, Suite 1

Vestal, NY 13805

16071 785-9338

Kim Boedecker-Frey. coordinator

CRC of New York City

¢.o Mission Advertising
1181 Broadway. 11th foor
New York. NY 10001
1212) 6844577

Serge Prengel. president

North Carolina

CRC of North Carolina
823 Bristol Drive
Statesville. NC 28677
17041 871-0033

Angie Lapish. coordinator

Ohio

CRC of Ohio

2745 Sagainore Road

Toledo. OH 43606

14191 472-1471

Margaret Wuwert. coordinator

Pennsylvania

CRC of Pennsylvania

188 Seminole Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

4121 364-6916

Kathrvn Gibson. coordmator

Tennessee

CRC of Tennessee

5914 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 37209
16151952-2:498

David Courson. coordinator

Texas

Children s Rights Counail 'Affihater

P.0). Box 12961

Cuapital Station

Austin, TX 78711

5121 499-8CRC

Ere Anderson, evordinator and National
Chapter coordinator

Vermont

Vermonters for Strong Fanuhes
RR1, Box 267A

Heartland. VT 05048

(502> 436-3039

Fred Tubhs. coordinator

Virginia

CRC of Virginia. Tidewater chapter
P.0). Box 13465

Chesapeake, VA 23325

(R041 463-KIDS

Michael Ewing. president

Cindy Lewis Ewing, coordinator

Fathers United for Equal Rights and
Women's Coalition

.. Box 1323

Arlington. V'A 22210-1323

17031 451-8580

Paul Robinson, president

CRC of Virgima, Roanoke Valley chapter
433 Howard Drive

Salem. VA 24153

17031 382-0150

Barry Youny. presidint
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Thank You, Contributors!

We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from
January 1, 1994 through May 31, 1994. * Denotes life members of CRC (financial contribution totalling $500 or more).

Rands Abel
Jod Abraham
Patnen Adums
Juhn Ahlguist
Duzina Aleantra
William Aldnch
Richurd Alperin

Joan Amfersan

Rabert Arnuld

Skip Arensanlt

Jorny Aspinwall

David Ault

Richard Austin

Dary| Baude

Edward and Jenni Buagrlen
Gan Baker

Pana! Barne~

G Lant Banuny
Rill Barrall
Heward Barthey
Edward Bartn
Allen Baum

Jea Beand

Kathy Bick
Nurman Becher
Steve and Marnon Beker
Trever Berry

* Don Brenewie?
Rud Bivings
Carmie Black
Rebeeva Black
Arthur Blair
Melinda Blau
Rusel! Blome

l\ l'.lln(k Bradsy
Barbara Bratten
Eileen Brenwerser
Mare Bresena?
Geurge Brets
Mitchell Brin
Farmel Brit
Kuren Brtton
Rubert Brodlserz
Denise Brawn
Fatrncia Brown
Will Brawn
Salls Bru~h
Re e Bull
Juses Burdert
I Rabert Burk
Sonny Burmenter
Evelvn Bums
Aza Butler
Themas Cabet
June Cam

eth Callahan

l' B(-d'nrd( nnen
Victorn Cannoene
Dan Uarrgan
Barry Carter

Juhn Carter

Amela Cates
Juseph Chemplaivil
Mark Chernek
Eugene Cherny
Ferrel Chnstensen
Tka Chastinan
Willuon Clark
James Clovis
Davad Cohen
Hulis Calaruss
James Canataer
Russ Conlells
Chapand 'am Coak
Jutm and Manby p Cook
Edwar] Cuones
Dana Copland

T M, mmn( whett

Bl Canlell

Manhon Cordel Hati
Keve i Cantlle

vl Cvnrsan
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Bart Crahipee
Lynn Crambn- Gowen
Dave Cropp
Detibie Cruuch
Richard Curtis
Jofl Dampf

Ann Danner
Rubert Dae
Virmima Davis
Walter Davis
Michael Dawhins
Jduhn Delaica
Gary DeVeaa
Charles Deckard

Razvan Deshu
Danna Devine

Ed Devine

Jake & Hildi Divine
Daniel The bl

Davad i

Wiles Dohbe

Rill Dalan

David Dohnar
Rarbara Dali

Chif Danezan
Juseph Doran

Junue Duran

G Dotson

Berts Dufley

amela Durham
Randy and Ailison Durham
Susan Durham
Gregury Buwyer
Martha Dhgert

Kent F,dmh;mll
e & Shery Ebent
Rohert Eier

Imatd and Ehzabeth s

Ted Ell

shannon Elingswurth
Alfred Elhis

Siephen Elrod

Charles and Alice Engle
Themas and Duann English
Michael Exviny

Willam Fantus

Jue Fay

Junve Felder

Jean Fernhund
Lawrence Ferrar
Wilhun Fetzner

Jack Fever

Rirbara Finlay

dobm Finn

Rarl Firmhach

Jran Fraema

Laure Fish

Seantt & Cynthia Frzgerald
Adam Frvensun
Willum Fodor

Ju Fogel

Donuald Forslund

Brvan Fowler

Timathy Frank

Divd B nullnm

Samir Fuleihan
Lale Fullines

J Gerstenbwrcer
Suhhen Ghosh
D tabbones
Ntoven Gibbe
Karthry i Gibiagy

el Lase Gonwdinan
Jurmy Goodir
Lo Geedrun
Rarlara Gordin
1 il Gordin
Anie Crospn e

Ketl: Gustel

Judy Goude

Steve Greenspan
Jim Greguny
Steven Gregan
Ramiru Guacheta

“meent Guidn
rd Gundersan

Grog Hatee
Raymund Hagenbuch
Jetfrev Hallireok
Richard Hulford
Edwan Hal!

Forrest Halman

Li~a Hansen

Seott Hansm

Olver Hardin

b Harper

Bill Harmngton
Treat Harrson
Raymund Hart

Tim Harver
Guynneth Hawes Cook
Frances Havnes
Duuglas Hefley
Kunald Halmann
Jerny Henderson
Rabiu R.P H. Hernendes
Joseph and ¢ Hernden
Wilham Hess

Bruee Hickman

Dan Hill

Maru- Hill

Jeanne Hilton

JSo Hubhis

Stephen Heffinan
H'hlhp Hotun

Fhil Holt

Elhw Horgan

Erwin Howard
Robert Howard

‘Tim Howe

Crang Hudson
Lanand Bill Huerter
Henry Husns

Miles Hilten
Charlene Innnane White
Augustine lkem
Randall irwin

Laros Jack~an
Rumald Jackson
Yvonne Jacohs
Mickey James

Brad Johnsan
“ Culleen Juhnson
Lance Joehnan
Famela Johnan
Kathy Junes
Martha Jushn
Ahchael Justiee
Bob Jutte-Kraus
Teresa Kanser
Jolin Kanuner
Chuck Kane
Richard Kani
Briee Knsknbar
Jim Kastama
Arthur Katz
Kaut

David Kerr
Dave Ketchum

n

James kars by

Ihn K|

Sasan Kise

{aurde~ Kontos
humas lsewalshe
Dead & Delwnab Kraz
Gary Kretelimea
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Rabert Knodlmean

Thomas Krazwich

- Walter Kuckes

Thamsan Kuhn

Steve Kutne

Allan ard Brenda Lalande

Ruith Labomt

Vickr Lansky

Julfres Lanway

Angae and Dana Lapish

Paui LeBon

Lynn Leeper

James Leanard

Jerry Leater

Ronald Levesque

JefTrey Leving

Cynthia Lewi~

Woodraw Lawis

Lauis Libeln
Lachtenstem

Dan Linkous

Michiwl Lanulle

Tom Lippmian

Keith Listman

Juhn lord

Damel Lane

Themas L

Charles and Dhana Lunma

Michael MacC askey

Dinald \Llc\ln-ur

*Ann .\hr\.nn
Richard Martin
Barbara Masan

R. Anthony Mc(Cann
Rubert McClany
Clay MeDonald
Donna McDougald
Juhn McGowan
Lowse Mctntyre

Oliver and Barhara MeMahan

Marie McManmon
Henry Meller

Delbert Mendoza

David Muetealf

Gardan Muyghure

Juhi Mitler

Susan Miller

Tohy and Sharen Miller
Joseph Milhng

J Enc Mintan

Runand Caral Minton
Frauk Mitchell

Dinad Moen

Davad Moare

Gary Moore

Pat Mo

James Murming
Huward Muskuwitz
Rigter Mutley

John Mullany

Richarde Munoz
Patraa Murphy

Robert Munphy

Beverls Mussetter
Richard and 1+ Musiinshe
Lawrence Nannery
Mike Neader

Joe and Shelia Needhim
R \nl.’ln

Michael (YDell
Richurd (¥Neal

Jun Obery

* Michael Oddennmu
Jerry and Rachel Ohunia
Lann Olinger

Fanl Oliva

Pen Orewas

Fina timt

Everett Padisnt
Nanes S

Thumas Pas

Ravi Panth

Reith Pansh

Doruthy Farker
F Edward Panlick
Yayne
Prarsn
e Pieden Carpe
ard Pher
Jeflres Perrgn

taul Peterson
Rusty Pevercll
Richard Philiips
R Seott Preree
Carul Prsant
Chriswpher Pixton
Ditia Pazzinn
Sandee Plesci
A Phiml

Mark Podulier
Lucas Puiahow sk
Michael Peliakuff
James Proceth
Cynthia Porter
David Porter
Stephen Powitz
Berice Pratt
Juhn Prat

Serge Prengel
Brett Price

David Hraden
Robert Quagha
Cruz Quintana
Hilbert Ranones
Juhn Ratagrwski
Gerage Raymond
Mike Reardon
Judy Reaves
Marygaret Reis
Fdna Reves Wilson
Ira Reynelds
David Rhodes
Steve Ribhle
Mirah Riben
lsalma Rieer
Barry Ringetheim
Buh Rist

Panl Robinsan
Susan Robinzon
Eamest Rogers
Ernest

Oreste Rondenello
David Rose

Gene Rosera
Tunathy Ruane
Dunald Rubin
Wilma Rutfi
Emanuel Russe
Mark Sabo
Jerume Sachs
Juhn Sahisbury
Brent Sandhak
Karen Sanders
Tun Sanumyer
Marv Jo Scaland
A David Scarfe

William Schlegel

K. Jefirey Schechter
Kim Schmitt

Paniel Schneider
Richard Schoen
Canduce Schoules
Stephen Schuker
Hrad Schultz

Kay Schwarzherg

J Schweighofer

JefTrev Sel II(-n

Jofl Schacklette
Ellin Shaller
Stephen Shanahan
Jofl Shank

. Bavid Sharp

I)Ind Sieeel
“Juhn Sicgmund
Moy Siegmiund

B Gl \ll\.l
\llu man

Ric ol Dl a1 Slater

James Small
Dulures
 Deonald ¢

Juhn Sniotherman
F Thomas Sneddy
Lurny \mdn T

Jacqueline Spies
Steve Strady

“Michael Stecle
Taniny Steele

Michae

Jeflersan Stephen<on
Runeld Stevens
Terry Steven:
Alhson Stewart
Vivian Stautimere
Wilham Strange
Rubert Sudar
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Here are Some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the The CRC catalog lists more than 100 books, written reports,

audio-cassettes, model bills, and gifts for children. Members
H s 1 H e can receive additional free copies of the catalog by contact-
Ch"dren S nghtS COUI’ICI' i ing CRC. Non-members can order one for $1. Write: CRC.

220 1" Street. NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362.

1 994 - | Discount: CRC Members - 10% ea. book

CATALOG OF RESOURCES Friendship Station, Wash., DC 20016.
for parents Add $3 for 1st book, 50¢ each additional
and professionals book for shipping and hahdling.

We have received word that Dr. Richard A. Gardner has a brand new book coming out, in mid-October
1994, and we want to pass this information along to you so that you can get ready for this helpful reading:

Since the 1980s, Dr. Gardner has been developing criteria for differentiating between true and false
sex-abuse accusations. Over the vears he has noted that there was no good protocol for conducting such
evaluations. So he has devised a series of protocols which he believes should prove useful for examiners
involved in these important and demanding evaluations. These six separate evaluative protocols, all
included in this one book, are shown below. Furthermore, he provides throughout specific questions to
enhance the use of the protocols:

1) The Alleged Child Victim

2) The Male Alleged Perpetrator

3) The Female Alleged Perpetrator

4) The Accuser, When the Accused is a Family Member

5) The Accuser, When the Accused is Not a Family Member
6) The Adult Female Belated Accuser/Victim

This book will be available from CRC mid-October for $40.00

Several of the other Dr. Gardner books CRC carries are:

The Parental Alienation Syndrome, BKA-803, 348 pg. HB $30.00

True and False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse, BKA-807, 748 pg. HB $45.00

Family Evaluation in Child Custody Mediation, Arbitration. and Litigation.
BKE-603, 690 pg. HB $35.00

People Are Telling Each Other . . . that they find this book very helpful

Children Held Hostage: Dealing With

Programmed and Brainwashed Children.

by Stanley Clawar, Ph.D., C.C.S.. and Brynne Rivlin, M.M.S.,
BKA-808, 200 pg. SB $45.00

It discusses Programming and Brainwashing during custody batt'es.
CRC carries this hard-to-get book.

... and People Are Also Saying ... that they find the following, as well as many other
books and items in the CRC Catalog, to be very helpful:

Families A*P#A*R*T 10 Kevs To Successful Co-Parenting, BKP-223, $22.95

For The Sake Of The Children, BKP-211, $17.95

The Father Factor: What You Need to Know to Make a Difference. BKF-409, $10.00

Step Motherhood: How to Survive Without Feeling Frustrated. Left Out or Wicked, BKF-410, 222 pg. $4.00
Good Will Toward Men [intervicwes promoting better understanding between men and women/, BKF-411,

200 pg. $12.00
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ALSO KNOWN AS

NAtioMAL (ouneil- Tor Children's Richts
We are proud of your achievements, CRC! Sign me up and send me the
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a:
New member, $35 Sustaining member, $60 ~ Sponsor, $125
Life member, $500 "Renewal " Other $ .
I can't join now, but here is my tax-deductible contribution of $
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.
AMEX MC ~ VISACC# Exp. date .
CRC # if renewal or change of address, see CRC number on label.

1 (Mr.. Ms., Dr., Rev., etc.)
g}‘tle I (Must be brovided | [f¥ou five in AL AK, CA. €O, DE, FL. GA.IN.
ame . ust be provided.) | 14 1, Ks, KY, MA, ML MD. MO, MN. NC.
Suffix (ACSW, MD, etc.)Nickname _ (Optional.) |NE.NH, NJ. NY, OH. PA, TN, VA, VT. we ask
Organization (48 Character maximum): that you join the CRC chapter in that state
twhich includes membership in CRC
Deliverv Address (48 Character maximum): National). For address of chapter in those
v states, see elsewhere in this newsletter, or
write to CRC for informatior .

Distributed by:

City State (2 characters)
Zip Code

Country (If other than US.)

Organization phone Home phone
Work phone If organization is listed in CRC Directory, organization phone number will be listed.
Home and work phone numbers are for CRC internal use only.
Fax number Chapter name, if affiliated with CRC
As a member. please send me Speak Out For Children (CRC’s Quarterly Newsletter), Catalog of Resources (in
which I receive discounts) and the following at NO ADDITIONAL COST:
¢ “A Child’s Right — 2 Parents,” Bumper Sticker.
* FREE! A $15 VALUE — A 44-page report, Written Preliminary Proceedings from CRC's 1994 Eighth National Conference (sub-
mitted prior to conference). Includes 20 different reports including Child Sexual Abuse, Mediation, International Policy
Developments, Dealing with Programmed and Brainwashed Children, and Family Formation and Preservation.

For my membership of more than $35 or renewal, send me a list of free items I'm entitled to (the higher the contributions, the more items that are free)
If vou are an individual member of CRC. your name may be given on occasion to other children’s rights organizations, organizations that sup-
port CRC. ur individuals seeking a referral for help. If you do not want your name to be given for these purposes, please check here

Call (202) 547-6227 to charge your membership to a credit card, or
send completed form to CRC, 220 “I” Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362.

Bulk copies of this newsletter are avalilable (20 for $20, 50 for $40, and 100 for $75rn) for distribution
to policy makers, judges, and interestad petsons in your state. Send order to CRC.




